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February 3, 2016 
 
Representative Paul Seaton 
Chair, House Health and Social Services 
State Capitol Room 102 
Juneau, AK. 99801 
 
The Community Care Coalition (CCC) is comprised of trade associations who provide 

care for elderly, disabled and at-risk Alaskans.  The Alaska Association on 

Developmental Disabilities, AgeNet, Assisted Living Association of Alaska and the 

Personal Care Assistant Provider’s Association have banded together in a united voice to 

bring forward our collective message on behalf of our most vulnerable citizenry.  As 

members of the home and community-based long term care industry, we collectively 

represent all of Alaska with over 50,000 consumers, family members and staff.  We want 

to thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on HB 226 which proposes 

to extend the Alaska Commission on Aging (ACOA) to June 30, 2024. 

 

The mission of ACOA is to ensure the dignity and independence of all older Alaskans, 

and to assist them to lead useful and meaningful lives through planning, advocacy, 

education, and interagency cooperation.  ACOA satisfies a requirement of the federal 

Older Americans Act (OAA), allowing Alaska to receive almost $11 million in federal 

OAA funding in FY2016.  These funds help to support older Alaskans in receiving 

services close to home.  Alaska has one of the fastest growing senior populations per 

capita, many of whom are dealing with or will develop Alzheimer’s disease and related 

dementias (ADRD).  ACOA was instrumental in partnering with the Alaska Mental 

Health Trust Authority and a wide range of stakeholders to develop Alaska’s Roadmap to 

Address Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias (2015).  This document will provide 

guidance for services and funding as our society continues to grapple with the health 

issues presented by ADRD. 

 

The staff of ACOA work diligently to advocate for older Alaskans, their families and 

community service providers.  Their voice is strong and well respected.  The association 

members of the Community Care Coalition fully support the extension of the Alaska 

Commission on Aging to June 30, 2024.  We encourage the House Health and Social 

Services committee to pass HB226. 

 

Regards, 

 
Sandra J Heffern 
Chair 
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 By:  Karl Kassel, Mayor 1 
 Introduced:       02/25/2016  2 
 Adopted: 02/25/2016 3 

 4 
 5 

FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH 6 
 7 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016 - 10 8 
 9 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE REAUTHORIZATION OF THE                            10 
ALASKA COMMISSION ON AGING 11 

 12 
 WHEREAS, The Fairbanks North Star Borough Senior Citizen’s Advisory 13 
Commission has reviewed a request of support for the reauthorization of Alaska 14 
Commission on Aging and has passed a motion in support of the reauthorization; and 15 
 16 
 WHEREAS, The Commission requests that the Fairbanks North Star 17 
Borough Mayor and Assembly approve and send a resolution of support for the 18 
reauthorization; and 19 
 20 
 WHEREAS, The Alaska Commission on Aging develops the 21 
comprehensive Alaska State Plan on Senior Services, and provides education and 22 
outreach regarding matters related to aging; and 23 
 24 
 WHEREAS, The Alaska Commission on Aging serves as an advocate and 25 
educator regarding the needs of Alaska’s older people to help ensure the dignity, health, 26 
safety, and independence of Alaska’s seniors and to assist them in leading useful and 27 
meaningful lives; and 28 
 29 
 WHEREAS, The Alaska Commission on Aging serves as a statutory 30 
advisory board to the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority and advises them on the 31 
needs of older Alaskans with cognitive impairments, including Alzheimer’s disease and 32 
related dementias ; and 33 
 34 
 WHEREAS, The Fairbanks North Star Borough’s Senior Citizens Advisory 35 
Commission works with the Alaska Commission on Aging to disseminate information 36 
that bears upon the welfare of senior citizens in our community. 37 
 38 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Assembly of the 39 
Fairbanks North Star Borough supports the Reauthorization of the Alaska Commission, 40 
 41 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Assembly asks the Interior 42 
Delegation to support the reauthorization of the Alaska Commission on Aging. 43 
  44 
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PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 25TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2016. 45 
46 
47 

___________________________ 48 
John Davies 49 
Presiding Officer 50 

 51 
ATTEST: 52 

53 
 54 
_______________________________ 55 
Nanci Ashford-Bingham, MMC 56 
Borough Clerk 57 
 58 
Ayes: Sattley, Hutchison, Cooper, Golub, Roberts, Lawrence, Dodge, Quist, Davies 59 
Noes: None 60 
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March 4, 2016 

 

Senator Bill Stoltze 

State Capitol Room 119 

Juneau, AK 99801 

 
Dear Senator Stoltze, 

 

On behalf of the Mat-Su Health Foundation and its Board of Directors, I am writing to express support for reauthorization 

of the Alaska Commission on Aging (ACOA).  

 

The Mat-Su Health Foundation (MSHF) shares ownership in Mat-Su Regional Medical Center and invests its profits from 

that partnership back into the community in order to improve the health and wellness of Alaskans living in the Mat-Su.  

 

In 2011, MSHF produced the Mat-Su Regional Plan for Delivery of Senior Services. This invaluable report has been updated 

in 2016 as the Mat-Su Senior Services Environmental Scan. The updated scan reconfirms the rapid population growth by 

seniors in the Mat-Su valley, which has been 7.3 percent per year since 2003. In fact, the Mat-Su borough has the 2nd-fastest 

growing senior population in the nation. As stated in the recent Alaska State Plan for Senior Services FY2016 – FY2019 

published by the Alaska commission on Aging: 

 

“The population growth rate of seniors also varies across the state. While Anchorage has the largest number of seniors, 

the fastest rate of increase was in the Mat-Su Borough, an increase of 117% in the 60+ population from 2000 to 2010.”    

 

The population of Mat-Su seniors is expected to grow by 41.3 percent between 2015 and 2020 to an estimated 

total of 14,100 by 2020. Over this same period, the U.S. senior population is expected to grow by only 17.7 

percent. Clearly, adequate planning and resources to address the needs of our aging population is of vital concern 

to the Mat-Su valley and the MSHF. The presence of the ACOA results in Alaska receiving over $11 million in 

federal Older Americans Act funding which ends up in local areas like the Mat-Su valley, supporting older 

Alaskans. 

 

The MSHF works in partnership with senior services providers to build capacity and address service needs 

identified in the research we’ve conducted. To this end, the work of the ACOA is vital in terms of statewide and 

regional planning as well as leveraging the federal funding used by the providers to help older Alaskans lead safe, 

dignified and meaningful lives. 

 

As you likely know, Legislative Audit has recommended the commission be extended the maximum term – eight 

years – based on the positive audit results. The MSHF supports this recommendation and urges you to do the 

same. 

 
If you have any questions or would like copies of the reports mentioned in this letter, please don’t hesitate to contact me 

directly via email: eripley@healthymatsu.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Elizabeth Ripley 

Executive Director 

 

mailto:eripley@healthymatsu.org
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December 15, 2015 

Representative Mike Hawker 
J11.aska Capitat,Room 5Q2 

Juneau, AK 99801-1182 

North Star Council on Aging 
Meals on Wheels 

1424 Moore Street. Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
Phone: 907-452-1735 /Fax: 451-9974 

nscoa.manager@alaska.net 

Dear Representative Mike Hawker, 

North Star Council on Aging (NSCoA) completely supports the reauthorization of Alaska Commission on Aging 
(ACoA) and urges the legislature to approve an eight-year extension allowing ACoA to continue having a 
positive impact on our state. ACoA provides essential services to Alaska by satisfying the federal Older 
Americans Act requirement of having a council to receive federal OAA funding, which was almost $11 million 
in FY16. It is their mission to ensure the dignity and independence of all older Alaskans, and to assist 
them in leading useful and meaningful lives through planning, advocacy, education, and interagency 
cooperation. 

The comprehensive Alaska State Plan on Senior S~rvices, developed by ACoA, gives beneficial educational and 
outreach to the senior providers in Alaska while making recommendations on legislation and appropriation 
benefiting the fast growing senior population of Alaska. With tremendous growth in the senior population 
the time to support ACoA is crucial. Every senior deserves the support of the services ACoA provides, directly 
or indirectly, through the senior providers throughout our state. 

Thank you for your support of the ACoA bill allowing the valuable work to continue for another eight years. 
ACoA 's support of NSCoA has enabled our daily efforts to serve the Fairbanks North Star Borough's seniors 
ensuring they never go hungry or without. 

Respectfully, 

£;n~~~ 
~ Executive Director 

North Star Council on Aging 
aka Fairbanks Senior Center 
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STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING 
COUNCIL of ALASKA 

Representative Mike Hawker 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 502 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 -1182 

Dear Representative Hawker, 

February 2, 2016 

The Statewide Independent Living Council of Alaska works closely with the Alaska Commission 
on Aging (ACOA) to improve the lives of Alaskans with disabilities and our Elders, and we are 
writing today to encourage you to support the reauthorization of the Alaska Commission on 
Aging (HB226). As you know, the number of Elders in Alaska is growing. Matter of fact, the 
number of seniors in Alaska is expected to triple between now and 2020. Luckily for Alaska, the 
ACOA is there to help us navigate Alaska's growing need, as well as satisfy the requirement in 
the Older Americans Act to have an advisory council. 

Additionally, the ACOA also serves as the statutory advisory board to the Alaska Mental Health 
Trust Authority (the Trust) and works on issues surrounding those most vulnerable, older 
Alaskans with cognitive impairments, such as Alzheimer's disease and related dementias. 
Recently, the ACOA created the State Plan on Senior Services. The process used by the 
ACOA was the most comprehensive and collaborative process I've seen, and guaranteeing that 
all persons would be heard. The state plan works to ensure that our Elders live as 
independently as possible and, by highlighting best practices, works to reduce the overall cost. 
It was advisory groups like the ACOA that explained how and why institutional care is more 
expensive than aging in place. That realization not only saved state dollars but also gave 
dignity back to seniors. And finally, a recent legislative audit concluded that the ACOA is 
serving the public's interest by helping older Alaskans lead independent, dignified, and useful 
lives while meeting the federal requirement. 

The need for the ACOA has never been clearer than now. Alaska's senior population is 
estimated to continue to grow unti12037. This is why the Statewide Independent Living Council 
strongly supports the reauthorization of the Alaska Commission on Aging. 

1057 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 206 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

1-888-294-7452"' Fax 907-263-2012 
www .alaskasilc.org 
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