
Doniece Gott

From: Baxter, Kathleen <kbaxter@city.kodiak.ak.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 12:37 PM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: FW: Restore OWL funding

From: Baxter, Kathieen
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 9:05 PM
To: finan-e.committee@aklg.gov
Subject: Restore OWL funding

Honorable Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

While in Juneau last year I had the opportunity to speak in person with many of you and thank you for the care and timeyou gave to that period of extraordinary decision making. You gave me much food for thought as I considered thepractical budget decisions regarding library operations at the Kodiak Public Library. This year, I thank you again for yourcareful consideration as we Alaskans navigate a course of astonishing actions. Leveraging the best and most costeffective resources for our state is paramount.

Please restore the Governor’s amount of $761,800 for the State Library OWL program to the budget. Eliminating OWLdeteriorates a cost effective budget strategy to sustain public library internet connectivity for all Alaskans. Without OWL,as a public library director I cannot maximize the local municipal funding, and I certainly will lose the 4-1 match offederal e-rate dollars.

I recall a few members of the Senate Finance Committee last year thinking that by FY2017 the public could pay aninternet fee for using the public library internet connection. This is not possible for those 95% of Alaskan librariesaccepting federal e-rate dollars. Federal law stipulates that if e-rate dollars for internet connectivity are used in libraries,then the library cannot charge the public for internet connectivity. Currently the State uses 1.5 million e-rate dollars.

If I do the math after losing OWL, and, consequently, losing federal e-rate dollars, the public library will be chargingchildren, cannery workers, parents, childcare providers, anywhere from $2.00 to $3.75 per 15-minute internet session.At a critical time of severe, deep cuts at 4% to 19% across the State budget, these very individuals of rural communitieswho need to participate in 21st century global endeavors as vibrant Alaskans will be counting on the modest, costeffective, OWL and e-rate funded public library internet connectivity. Please restore OWL funding.

I am at your service and urge you to contact me for any clarification or additional information.

Many thanks for all you do,
Katie Baxter
Kodiak resident

Katie Baxter Library Director I Kodiak Public Library
612 Egan Way Kodiak, Alaska 99615

Office: 907-486-8688 Mobile: 907-654-7377 I kbaxter@city.kodiak.ak.us
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Kodiak Public Library Hours: M-Fri: lOam-9prn Sat: 1Oam5pm Sun: lpm-5pm
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Doniece Gott

From: mlackeyak@gmail.com on behalf of Mark Lackey <lackeys@gci.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 12:24 PM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Early Childhood Programs

Fm advoenting for Early Childhood Funding to be finded in the budget at the levels they are culTently at.

We all know the budget needs to he cut, hut we shouldnt he cutting items that will just save us money now and
cost us money over the long term.

If we want families to be less supported and children less prepared for school then we will pay for these cuts in
higher special education costs and more family involvement with OCS, law entbrcement, and criminal justice.

Alaska is far behind the nation as it is in early childhood services - eliminating these three programs moves us
further down the list of states that understand that early intervention saves money down the road.

Mark Lackey
1330 Wooderest Dr
Wasilla, AK 99654



Doniece Gott

From: VMan Sakar <vsakar@kuspuk.org>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 1158 AM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: SAVE DOLLY PARTON’S IMAGINATION LIBRARY

I would like to see that this nd for the Early childhood be restored. I have seen that it helps with the kids ofown have more of the books that were sent. As being a single mom and trying to make ends meet, these booksand programs help alot with trying to help my children learn at home as well in the school.
As the parent of a child who receives books from Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library and it’s partners, I ask thatyou please save this program!

Thank you

Vivian Sakar
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Doniece Gott

From: Mary Hanson <hansonanc@gci.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 11:55 AM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Time for serious solutions

Dear Senators,

Alaska is in a serious financial crisis, bold moves must be taken now even if they are unpopular.

Yes, we need o cut expenditures to the bone, but we cannot cut our way to fiscal security, and with oil revenues decliningwe must have new sources of revenue. As much as I am against increased taxes, I see no alternative but to initiate astate income tax, we have enjoyed a free ride for a long time, but now it is time for all of us to share in the budget crisissolution.

I know this is unpopular and you may suffer politically for it, but it is time to have the fortitude to do what is necessary tokeep us solvent. Please have the courage to act now, next year will be too late.

Sincerely,

Marvin L. Hanson

Homer, Alaska
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A1aska Staite Legs1Iature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee on theOperating/Mental Health Budget , dated 030916

Please accept the fbllovving as written testimony.

HB256/SB 139

I would like to keep money in these areas:Education, health services for all women, special needs, youth, chHdren, mental health, seniorcitizens in AK rPriIino itpce wfth l.”ng expenc, in hama cara and pblc safctSuggestions:
State taxes- all Alaskans pay state tax according to income, all out of state workers’ pay statetaxes according to income.

Sales tax:
Anchorage starts paying a 3-5% sales tax. All Alaskans pay a gradual increase of 3-5% salestax. Increase sales tax during tourist season (May-Sept), Alaska residents of 6months or longerexempt of sales tax increase i.e. see Washington StatePFD: Do not touchll! Use a percentage of $30 million kept in savings and long terminvestments,

Legislature. Cut ‘open ended spending”
Nothings of this counts the potential income/taxing the marijuana industry i.e. see ColoradoOregon, Washington and California who have a formula set that is working and making moremoney for state budgets.
These are examples for making our own revenue, fund education and making countless jobs forour economy.

7037,625 people in AK X 3% tax =$221287$221,287 X 25 a day spending $5,532,187
$5,532,187 X 365 days = $201,924,844
Per person $273 75 per year

Signed:

Edith McCusker
Kenai Alaska 99611
283-3751



Doniece Gott

From: Sally & Al <dwyersa@gci.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 11:30 AM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: comments

Good morning,

We want to encourage the support of NO CUTs to Public Broadcasting, or at the very best effort, the proposed27% reduction.

We can survive just barely with this cut, any deeper and we will lose our federal match and close the doors aftermore than 36 years of operation. This will effectively end public radio in all of the smaller communitiesstatewide, Growing up in Alaska outside of the larger cities means we rely on the radio for everything from thelunch menu at the school, to flu shot clinics, birth announcements, funeral announcements, local editorials,history moments, interviews of local interest and so much more

Small island communities like ours totally depend on our own KF’SK for news, music and most importantlyemergency notifications and alerts. We do not have the luxury of choice as in the large and larger markets. Weonly have our wonderful volunteer driven KFSK which reaches more than 30 small villages/hamlets in oursurrounding area. The whole town supports our radio station with thousands of volunteer hours annually savinga huge portion of the budget -a clear sign that this works for us. If you look carefully at the budget, you will seethat any cuts are into the bone-the meat is gone.

Thank you for the careful consideration of this very important decision,

Al and Sally Dwyer
Petersburg, Alaska 99833

I j This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
L www.avast.com
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City of Sand Point

To Whom It May Concern,

The City of Sand Point is writing this letter is support of public broadcasting, and in
particular for local support of our regional radio affiliate KSDP.

The Alaska Public Broadcasting service is a statewide essential service supported by
the State of Alaska, Public broadcasting, and radio in particular, has a unique and
important role to play in rural Alaska. Public broadcasting provides a wealth of
civic, cultural and education information to Alaska residents, public safety and
emergency communication services, not to mention programming and
entertainment. In Sand Point, folks rely on KSDP for weather reports, commercial
fishing updates and management reports, community event inthrmation, and
showcasing local talent. In addition, the station live broadcasts our City Council and
Borough Assembly meetings, streams Board of Fish meetings (when the internet
allowsU, and airs live basketball. In short, it is a crucial component of our
community’s health and well-being, not to mention local democracy.

We obviously realize the State of Alaska is facing another budget deficit for FY17,
and likely additional deficits in future fiscal years. A budget shortfall in the range of
$2-3 billion results in tough choices and difficult cuts to all facets of state
government across Alaska. The public broadcasting budget endured a severe cut
during the FY16 legislative process, and further significant reductions are expected
in FY17. Cuts to all segments of the govel’nment are expected for next fiscal year but
the extent of the proposed reduction to public broadcasting seems disproportionate
and will adversely affect the availability of service across Alaska. This is especially
true in rural Alaska where public broadcasting is often the primary means of
entertainment and community and regional information sharing

We in rural Alaska are willing to “do our share” to help the State climb out of our
fiscal hole, but the City of Sand Point respectfully requests the Alaska Legislature
consider less severe cuts to the Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission in the FY17
budget.

Since rely,

Glen Gardner, Jr
Mayor

City Office • P0. Box 249 • Sand Point, Alaska 99661 • (907) 3832696 • (907) 383-2698 FAX

Administrator • 3380 C Street, Suite 205 • Anchorage, Alaska 99503 (907) 274-7561 a 1907) 274-3540 FAX



Doniece Gott

From: howard wiBiamson <hjwak@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:52 AM
To: Senate Finance Committee; Rep. Chris Tuck

Budget

I have lived in Anchorage before statehood and before big oil and the Permanent Fund.

The life style was very good. My first job after graduating from Anchorage High School was putting in housefoundations, At the end of the day my boss would look at what we did and would usually say, 11We earned ourkeep.” We earned our keep and felt good about it.

I do not see how we can disperse money for a few years. Maybe when the oil gets below $100.00 a barrel wethe owners should pay into the fund to keep it and the State healthy.

We need to keep people working in the government sector and private sector. We need to keep the cash flowaround the state going. Maybe pay rates reduced but not cut.

Suspend the PFD for a few years. Try to use some of that money to create jobs and reduce the dependency ofdifferent welfare programs.

Howard Williamson



Doniece Gott

From: Karen Hofstad <karenhofstad@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:34 AM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Essential Service - Public Broadcasting Budget....

Hello, I am Karen Hofstad in Petersburg and worked with our Group over 40 years ago to get our IncredibleKFSK public radio station started. We worked so hard to get communication in our community — we did notand do not have any other means of communication for ALL in our area including our Borough area to Juneau’slimits and all of Prince of Wales island from Whale Pass north, Our fishermen and all in the surrounding areadepend on KFSK for safety and emergency issues!
The proposed budget cut from the House and now in your Senate Finance committee would be the end for ourlittle town! We SUPPORT public radio of 3,000 population (including babies!) we have 1,200 niembers andraise 51% of our budget LOCALLY. We are just too small to he able to pick up more!
Again, if the State does not come in with at least the 27% the Governor recommended, we then are noteligible for federal grants that has been so important.

It is JUST NOT good business sense to cut below where we then are not eligible for other funds that havemade our Station function!!!

We all know the financial situation of our State and what a tough time you are having to make this work. I amall for cutting out the Permanent Fund at least until there is more enforcement of the rules! There are a lot ofpeople getting PFD that are not eligible.

Respectfully,

Karen Hofstad, Petersburg
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Doniece Gott

From: Debra Thompson <dthompson@petersburgak.gov>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:10 AM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Public Radio Funding

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

On behalf of the Petersburg Borough, I’d like to express our concern for cutting 100% of public radio funding
in Alaska. Rural towns do not have multiple radio stations or private radio stations. Our public radio station in
Petersburg, KFSK, is a valuable resource fur getting out the word regarding Borough business (Water line shut
downs, road closures, icy road reports, special meetings, holiday closures, holiday refuse pick up schedules,
public hearings, ordinance adoption notifications, call-in shows on local issues —just to name a few off the top
of my head) as well as being our emergency notification center for all emergencies (school lock downs,
tsunamis, etc.). In their effort to keep the public informed, they also broadcast our Assembly and School Board
meetings live, both on the radio and streaming over the internet. KFSK not only serves Petersburg, hut many
surrounding communities as well (Kake, Kupreanof, Whale Pass, Coffman Cove, etc.) and our remote
neighbors, many residing within the Borough.

On a personal level, I appreciate KFSK for much of their programming — Local News, broadcasting of school
sports events like basketball and baseball gaines, Tradio, APRN programming (Talk Alaska, Alaska News,
Alaska Fisheries Report), NPR programming (NPR News, Wait Wait Don’t Tell Me, Car Talk). I enjoy the
daily birthday and anniversary listings that allow us to acknowledge these events when we run into each
other. KFSK is truly a community radio station.

A 100% cut to Public Radio funding across the board would he detrimental to KFSK and many other small
public radio stations. Not only would KFSK lose the State’s funding, hut they would also lose Federal funding
that requires State funding in order to be awarded.

PLEASE, consider a lesser cut to public radio ftmnding in the FY 2017 State Budget.

Thank you for your time,

I)ebbie Thompson



Debra K. Thompson

Borough Clerk

Petersburg Borough

9O777245 19 ext 23

PETERSBURG
ALASKA
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Doniece Gott

From: Debra Blaylock <kdblaylock@ak.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:07 AM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: SB 139 Should keep Alaska’s food system strongl

As a member of the Alaska Food Policy Council, I believe that food security is key to a healthy, self-reliant andprosperous Alaskan future. want to applaud members of the Senate who have worked hard to engage Alaskans andunderstand the impacts of various budget cuts that will affect our food system. I am writing today to talk to you aboutsome cuts in the current budget draft (SB 139) that are so deep, I believe they weaken Alaska’s food security.

Point 1: Restore funding to the Department of Environmental Conservation, Food Safety & Sanitation program: Weknow that the Senate has already restored a portion of the funding for this incredibly important program, and we thankyou for your efforts to keep our food supply safe.

Point 2: Restore research and outreach funding to the University of Alaska system: While the proposed budget makesno specific cuts to the Cooperative Extension Service, Future Farmers of America, or the 4-H Program, non-specific cutsto the UA budget could force the universities to make tough choices that could reduce funding for those programs by upto 71%.

Point 3: Provide funding for Division of Agriculture, Plant Materials Center (PMC): The PMC provides a wide variety offundamental services to the agriculture industry including: certified seed production, horticultural recommendations,conducting variety trials, disease testing and production of the State’s only native plant directory. These services helpmany individual Alaska farmers every year and are an invaluable data source for future growers.

Point 4: Provide funding to the Division of Agriculture Potato Program: Alaska’s disease free seed potatoes — which arepropagated at the PMC — support a $3 million dollar industry that feeds Alaskans.

Point 5: Provide funding for one year of operational funds in the Mt. McKinley Meat & Sausage (MMM&S) budget line:As one of only three certified meat processing plants in the state, it is not an exaggeration that losing MMM&S would becatastrophic for local ranchers. A private corporation has expressed interest in transitioning the meat plant out of Stateownership. One year of funding will allow that transition to take place.

As we work towards altering our reliance on natural resource extraction, let’s not forget that this is also an opportunityto support natural resource production and strengthen our food system.

Debra Blaylock
12287 W Arctic Ave
Palmer, AK 99645
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Doniece Gott

From: Jeff Rice <jeffreyromanrice@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 9:47 AM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Public Sroadcasting

Dear members of the Finance Committee,

I am writing you today to encourage you to seriously consider what public broadcasting does for a communitylike Petersburg. KFSK is the only source of local radio available to our community. The impact on our boroughand surrounding area, should they no longer be able to function would lead to absolutely no ability to get theword out about a pending emergency. Over and over, throughout the year the people of this community dependon being able to tune in to find out what is happening. Muskeg messages provide important meeting times andplaces to those outside cell phone areas, road reports during the winter alert drivers to the conditions and offerimportant reminders, local borough assembly meetings are broadcast alerting locals to important issues andencouraging comment, and our local police utilize the radio to alert us to safety issues as they arise. These aresimply a few examples of what KFSK provides that cannot be replaced by any other source. They are the themost immediate and important conduit of information for our town. This community has supported themwholeheartedly with both memberships and monetary contributions for close to four decades and we willcontinue to support them moving forward, but we need your help.

I understand that you have a difficult job in front of you, but understand that some things once gone cannot beeasily brought back. Choose wisely in what you do here and realize that unlike other places, this radio station isall we have. Please find a way to help us keep it.

Thank you,

Jeff Rice

I) (1 J
.1k i983

iii 7’.-4JO

I effreyromanrice@ythoo.com
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the

—,, I)
7 c_- Lv?\Mt

committee name

on 5 13 i?: dated
bill/subject

- c_

Testifier

57&

Ni

—.c7
y

cZ5 a\k

4-’> J\1CL

_-1_f (,r5•

JcJ

4JLj ?2P fvvYJ

1J

u c-T& Locuy

lOLV

p -:;

Signed:

\9c

L)u

i1c
Representing (optional)

D (7o\
Address

q1 33(D7
Phone number



Doniece Gott

From: Kathy ORear <kathyorear@raincountry.org>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 9:44 AM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Public Radio Cut

Dear Senate Mer hers,. I urge you to do whatever is possible to secure funding for public radio throughoutmral Alaska. Public radio is a large participating community member in our rural areas and in many cases theonly reliable national media outlet available. Please dont cut’off this vital resource and communication link.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Parent
North Pole

It is important to educate our young and the leaders of the future. My child loves getting
books!



Parent
WasillaJMat-Su

To Whom It May Concern:

The Dolly Parton Imagination Library has been such a blessing for my son Samuel, His
5th birthday is in less than two werks and he has gotten 59 books during his years on this
Earth. We are so blessed to pass them down to his brother who also shares a love for
reading. We are so thankfiil for the inspiration by this program for us parents to involve
ourselves day after day with reading to our children. It truly is very important for babies
to be read to, have pictures to look at in stories, etc. It makes for a higher interest in
vocabulary and learning. Please reconsider taking away this great program for our youth.
We need smart children to lead this nation in the future and it all slarts with books and
reading. [1
Thank you,
Tan Patinka



Parent, Education Professional
JBER

As a patent and a teacher I see the difference early education makes in our communities. I
love connecting with my kids over books. I love my litie girls face every time she gets a
new book in the mail. These programs let kids get excited about learning.



Parent
Fairbanks

As a parent of a 4 year old I loved having various resources to turn to. My family all live
out of state and I felt rather isolated and uncertain in the beginning of my son?s life. My
husband was very involved but equally uncertain. Places like Best Beginnings, Thread,
The Imagination Library, Rosource For Parents and Children and Public Health all were
all places I turned to at various times. All were super!! I encourage these resources to
remain available for all new parents out there! They helped me and my family.



Parent
Eieison

It is so important for our future, for our children?s fiture that we invest in this programs.
My kids have received books from imagination library and they love it. They know they
get a special book in the mail once a month and they want to read them right away. They
love to read. It is heartbreaking to think that you are taking the love of learning from
children all over the state,



Parent
Anchorage

Children are the fi4ure leaders ofour world.



Parent
Anchorage

The imagination library program puts books right where they belong -- in the hands of
children. Study after study has demonstrated the positive influences that being read to
have on young children. Please allow this program to continue,



Parent, Education Professional
Homer

Early childhood education is recessary to make sure our children grow up with necessary
skills to become contributing members of oir society. Without it, we end up spending
more money trying to catch up with correcting behavioral and academic problems in k12
system. Why do we not try to correct all these things earlier on when children are more
malleable to changes and their brains are still developing and absorbing eveiything
around them? influencing and educating young children at really young age would lead
to reducing a number of children who participate in special services, because a lot of
medical and behavioral conditions can he countered if discovered earlier time.



Parent, Concerned Citizen
Copper River

I think it goes without saying that to invest in children is to invest in the future. By
eliminating funds to these early childhood education programs you are effectively
ensuring that the children that benefit from these pograms the most, low income and
minorities, are not being served. The Copper River Basin has very little available to
families in regards to programs that cultivate learning besides the public education
system and the public library. Many of the families who receive books from Dolly PartonImagination Library or get visits from the Parents As Teachers coordinator are without
vehicles to be able to take advantage of much else in the community. So, to have these
programs basically brought to their doorstep is monumental in providing the children and
families of this community with much needed resources to succeed,



Parent
Nenana, Fairbanks

Provides books for learning for my baby. ‘These books come straight to my house, many
people have difficulty getting around, with limited public transportation or none at all,
this helps.



Grandparent
Fairbanks

They’re our future.



Parent
Juneau

State support helps those who really need it. Some kids might not get some amazing
opportunities and these state funded programs could help. These programs help kids
continue to thrive in their environment. Please continue to help those kids in need, They
are the future.



Parent, Concerned Citizen
Fairbanks

I’m a father to four children - age 16, 10, 4 and 1, three (the youngest just turned one andwill hopefully have the benefits the other three enjoyed) of which have greatly benefitedfrom pre k education. One of the things we have been able to enjoy was the Dolly PartonImagination Library. I am asking that funding for Early Childhood Education programsbe restored to the amount in Governor Walker’s Amended FY 2017 Budget. I believe
budget cuts are necessary given the state’s economic situation. However, it seems
imperative to continue to invest in our future and not remain short sighted with our
economic decision making.



Parent
Fairbanks

I support early childhood education programs because I have seen first hand how they
work, My oldest daughter had access to these programs and has absolutely flourished as aresult. I feel like cutting any finding would do a disservice to society and only hinder us
as a nation in the ftiture, We need well educated children to be able to lead our great
country one day.
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Doniece Gott

From: Maria Pointer <mariapointer@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 8:53 AM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Support for Public Broadcasting and AMHS.

Your job seems impossible with all the needs of our great state, but we have faith that your solution will keepAlaska functioning and moving forward.

My name is Captain Maria Crowl Pointer Ret. and I was the first female deckhand in S.E. with the AMFIS. inthe early 70s life in Alaska was dangerous and bleak for me at times, I lived and worked in many difficultsituations and isolated places. Working and living on the water by myself or on an Exxon tanker or with theAMHS, I always counter on two things in Alaska, a public broadcasting systeni every vessel depends on, and amerchant fleet such as the AMHS, that could respond to any emergency.

Growing up from my teens to now retired, I never imagined a day when lifelines of Alaska could legallyjeopardized with budget cuts. I own two properties that have both suffered from earthquake or flooding, whichpublic broadcasting was my only venue for vital information. Countless other times J’ve depended on a publicbroadcasting stations as they reach far into the needs of outlying regions. KHNS in the upper Lynn Canal is thelifeline to a vast region that suffers much earthquake, weather, and transportation needs just to nane a few. Asa board member with KF[NS any further cuts, let alone 100%, would isolate the area beyond safety. We willlose our federal dollars with other standing grants when you pull further funds. Our growth in the upper LynnCanel depends on transportation and information. Business, education, and tourism will falter with your budgetproposals.

Alaska has more than a uniqueness, it is so vast that we requires public broadcasting to protect her people fromdisasters, alerts and even as far as keeping our political awareness from taking the wrong course. I urge you tothink outside the box, keep Alaska growing in the right direction, introduce a tax, or take a wage cut as we allhave suffered with losses and possibly more without our oil profits.

Smoother sail is always ahead if you stay at the helm and change course, as storms physically can’t lastforever. There is always calm seas in days to come. Sometimes it is just a change in the tide that makes all thedifference. You where elected to be that change in tide of our storm in this oil based budget. Alaska needs tostay the course with her programs you where elected to keep off the rocks, command is hard at best, but pleasedon’t sink our future. Find a better course that will ride out this storm and learn from this passage we wentdown depending on a volatile oil market. In other words, don’t chart the same course in the next storm as thetides always change.

May God grant you wisdom and ca]rner seas.

Capt. Maria Crowl-Pointer, Ret.
P.O. Box 715
Flames, AK 99827



Doniece Gott

From: Tamara L. Boyd <tamara.boyd@k12northstar.org>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 9:07 AM
To: Senate Finance Comrnfttee
Subject: SAVE DOLLY PARTONS IMAGINATION LIBRARY

As the parent of a child who receives books from Dolly Partons imagination Library and its partners, I ask that
OU please save this prograrn
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Doniece Gott

From: Greg Hill <hillofbooks@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 9:23 AM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Operating Budget

To all the committee members,

I’ve been a resident and property owner in Alaska for a quarter century, arriving just after the state’s economiccrash in the mid8Os, That event scarred everyone 1 met when I arrived, and now we’re facing a far moredebilitating blow to the state economy for reasons we all know too well.

It’s up to you to increase revenue, through both income and sales taxes as well as other means, and include thosetemporary residents who make their money here but actually live in the Lower 48, and those benefiting fromstate resources apart from oil.

In terms of higher and lower education, infrastructure, overall salaries, state credit rating, and other distressingdescriptors, we’re well on the way to becoming the Mississippi of the North. Something can be done about it,and however you respond will give history a lot about to consider.

Please consider posterity, not the next election cycle, and preserve the quality of litè our wonderful Alaskaprovides.

Thanks for your consideration.

Greg Hill
4320 Parks Ridge Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99709



Mat-Su_SeniorServices

SenateFinanceCommitteePublicTestimony
March9,2016

GoodEveningChairKelly,ChairMacKinnon,andmembersoftheSenateFinanceCommittee.Forthe ecord,mynameisRachelGreenberg,ExecutiveDirector,Mat-SnSeniorServices;andforfulldisclosure IamalsoaMemberoftheCoalitionofMat-SuSeniorServices;Vice-ChairoftheMat-SuCouncilon Aging;andmemberoftheAlaskaCommissiononAging.TodayIamspeakingonbehalfoftheMat-Sn SeniorServices.

WedonotenvyyourpositionmakingthedifficultdecisionsyouneedtomaketoensureAlaskaisagreat placetolive,work,playandretire,nowandintothefuture.

TheMat-SnSeniorServicesisgratefultotheHouseFinanceCommitteerecommendationtoinclude FY2016fundinglevelsoftheSeniorCommunityBasedGrantsintheFY2017proposedbudget.TheMat SnSeniorServicesishopefultheSenateFinanceCommitteewillfollowsuitwiththisrecommendation. Iftheproposeddecreaseinseniorbenefits,andheatingassistanceisapproved;seniorswilllikelyrelyon programsandservicesofferedatseniorcentersandseniorserviceorganizationsinordertoremain independentandoutofthemoreexpensiveassistedlivingandskillednursingfacilitiesaswellas minimizehospitalizations.Duetotheincreaseinseniorpopulation,keeping.theseniorgrantprograms fundedattheFY16levelessentiallyreducesourabilitytoprovideservicesatthecurrentlevels.Any decreaselimitsourabilitytoaccommodatetheincreasingdemands,

Theseniorgrantprogramsincludecongregateandhomedeliveredmeals;transportation,exercise programs,adultdayservices,carecoordination,choreservices,respiteservices,andmore.These programscost$574perseniorperyear.Itcostsover$153,000perpersonperyearinaskillednursing facility.About33%ofAlaskaSeniorsutilizetheseprogramsandservices

IntheMat-Sn,weprideourselvesonworkingtogethertominimizeoreliminateduplicationof administration,grantsadministration,andmore.Wearetrulydoingwhatwecantomaximizethefunds todeliverservicestothepeoplewIineeditthemost.Collectively,throughpartnerships,servicesare currentlyprovidedallovertheMat-SnBorough.

Seniorcontributetothelocaleconomybybnihginginover$2.4billioninretirementIncome,pensions, andsocialseci1rity.Additionally,seniorscontributethroughvolunteerism,boardservice,professional advice,andmore.

Weareconcernedthatsomeoftheproposedbudgetreductionswillresultinunintendedconsequences thatmayleadtoincreasedutNizationofmoreexpensivehealthandong-termcareservicesthus strainingtheState’sbudgetand,mostimportantly,compromisethehealthandsafetyofAlaska’solder people.WesuspectthatmanyresidentsofAlaskawouldsupportrestructuringthewaygovernments fundedinordertokeepseniorslivingasindependentlyaspossibleinorstate.Thismayinclude

PalmerSeniorCitizensCanter,Inc.1132S.ChugachSt.—Palmer,Alaska99645 Phone:(907)745-5454Fax:(907746-5173—Email;pscc©mtaonline.net



Mat-SuSeniorServices

fundingthebudgetoutofthepermanentfundearnings;cappingthepermanentfunddividend;an
incometax;orotheroptions.

Thankyouforyourtimeandcommitmenttoattempttocutthebudget.Iurgeyounottoreduce
programsandservicestothepeoplewhohavemadethisstatethegreatstateitis;oratleastworkwith
ustocomeupwithalternativestoensureAlaskanselderscanremainsafe,secure,healthy,and
independent.Iknowthisisn’teasy.

Thankyou.

Ifyouhaveanyquestions,pleasedonothesitatetocontactmeat(907)745-5454orbyemailat
;useniorservices.corn.

PalmerSeniorCizensCanter,Inc.—I132S.ChugachSt.Palmer,Alaska99645 Phone:(907)745-5454—Fax:(907)746-5173—Email:psccmtaonline.net

President&CEO
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DonieceGott

From:Angela<brooks.angela672@yahoo.com>
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20166:23PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:SAVEDOLLYPARTONSIMAGiNATIONLIBRARY

AstheparentofachildwhoreceivesbooksfromDollyParton’sImaginationLibraryandit’spartners,Iaskthatyou pleasesavethisprogramI

AngelaBrooks
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DonieceGott

From:Marge<mjhays.ak@gmail.com>
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20165:49PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:UABudget

Senators,Iammindfulofthedifficultdecisionsyouhavebeforeyou.Thankyouforgatheringthisinput.

ThefollowingaresomeofmyconcernsaboutthebudgetforUA.ThemissionofUAisseverelyimpactedwhenprograms arecut,faultyeliminatedandstudentssuddenlyfindingthemselveswithoutaclearcareerpath.Inaddition,facilities mustbemaintained,andattimes,upgradedtoaccommodateaccreditationrequirements.

ThoseinvolvedinUAunderstandthatstatesarejudgedbytheiropportunitiesforgrowthandqualityoflife.Alarge contributortothisistheexcellenceoftheireducationalsystem.Tomeettheirchallenges,UAhasconsistentlybeen creativeandflexiblewithproblemsolvingsessionsincludingadministration,faculty,studentsandcommunity.

Extendedcampusescanfacebudgetcutsthatdrasticallyinterferewithendeavorstokeepstudentsontrack.Manyfind itimpossibletomoveortofindinternetcourseswhichmeettheirprogramrequirements.Theyalsodependonthe consistentencouragementneededtokeepthementhused.

Thankyou.
MargeHays
Box2876
Soldotna,AK
99669

262-3908
394-2664

SentfrommyiPhone
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DonieceGott

From:Sen.DonnyOlson
Sent:Wednesday,March09,2016542PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Cc:jsullivan@nomeschools.com
Subject:FW:ACPEServicesNomeconstituentJaneenSullivanemail3.9.16SenateFinance

TestimonyreACPE(AKCornonPostSecEduc)pleasedonotcutwilldeeplyaffectrural
nativeAK

DearJaneen,
Iamforwardingyouremailtothefullsenatefinancecommitteesothatitcanbeaddedtothepublicbudgettestimonyrecords.
Thankyou,
SydneySeay
StafftoSen.Olson

From:JaneenSullivan[mailto:jsullivan@nomeschools.com]
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20162:58PM
To:Sen.DonnyOlson<Sen.Donny.Olson@akleg.gov>;Senate.Finance,Committee@akeg.go
Subject:ACPEServices

1-lello,

IunderstandthattheSenateBudgetSubcommitteerecommendedcuttingACPE’sbudgetfortheupcoming
year.Ibelievethiscutwilldramaticallyaffecttheruralregionsofourstate.ACPEhascometoNometo
provideavarietyofservicestohelpourstudentsbecollegeready.Asyouknow,ruralstudentsinourstate
haveadifficulttimemakingtheadjustmenttocollegeandtheircollegesuccessrateismuchlowerthananyone
wouldlike.WithoutthesupportoftheprogramsACPEhasprovidedtous,thatsuccesswillbeevenmore
difficulttocomeby.Overtheyears,ACPEhasproveduswithserviceslikeKids2Collegeevents,Financial
Aidnights,AKCIS,andCommunityOutreach.Theseprogramshavebeenwelldoneandwellreceivedbyour
students.Everybitofhelptheygetintheareaofcollegepreparationiscrucial.Pleasereconsiderthisbudget
cutthatwilldisproportionatelyaffecttherural,primarilyAlaskaNativeportionsofourstate.

Thankyou-

JaneenSullivan

JaneeiSulli‘an
Nome-BeltzGuidanceCounselor
DistrictTestCoordinator
ullivanorneschoolsom
phone9Q74436160
p/LnQncbe1tzcounseling.weebly.com
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DonieceGott

From:TonyaBishop<tonyasr6@yahoo.com>
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20165:27PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:SAVEDOLLYPARTON’SIMAGINATIONLIBRARY

AstheparentofachildwhoreceivesbooksfromDollyParton’sImaginationLibraryandit’spartners,Iaskthatyou pleasesavethisprogram!

SentfrommyiPhone
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DonieceGott

From:MaresenceMcClinton<maresence.mcc?inton@gmaiLcom>
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20165:06PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:SAVEDOLLYPARTON’SIMAGINATIONLIBRARY

AstheparentofachildwhoreceivesbooksfromDollyParton’sImaginationLibraryandit’spartners,Iaskthatyou pleasesavethisprogram!Mychildrenlovetoreadandasalowincomefamilywedon’thavemuchmoneytosplurgeon books.ItreallyputsasmileonmykidsDavetoreceivethesebooksinthemail.Thanksforlistening.

Maresence

1



CityofAleknagik,
PCBox33
Aleknagik,AK99555

aleknagikak.gov

9078425953(r—}‘\
FAX8422107

HonorableChairofSenateFinanceCommittee,

ThanksfortheopportunitytotestifyonbehalfoftheCityofAleknagik.Likeyou,wearedoingour budgetplanningforthenext12monthsandarelookingatableakpicture,withthedecreasewesaw ontherevenuesharingpaperworkwecompletedinFebruary.Wearestrugglingtomanagethecosts ofoperatingtheessentialCityfunctionsinanenvironmentwherewehavepart-timeandon-call employeesdoingthemajorityoftheworkduetothesmallsizeofthecommunityandthelackoffunds topaybenefitsandhighsalariesthatpeopledeserveandexpect.WehavefelttheStaterevenue declineintheworkloadofourVPSO,whodoesnotgetovertimenow,andhastoadjusthisschedule. Youmayknowthatemergenciesdon’talwaysoccurduringtheday.Wealso(insmall,rural
communities)strugglewiththefreight,andtravelcosts.Example:OurNEWambulancehasarecall itembutthecompanywillnotpaytransportationforthepersontocomeoutandre-programthe vehicle.Thereisanolocalautopersontodothework.WehavetoPAYforRTairfareforapersonto flyoutfromKenaitofixaproblemthatcouldcausetheambulancetostopandnotrestartfor15
minutes.Weuseourambulance3orsotimesperweek!Wealsohadtopayforafiretruckpump thatneededreplacingandthecostwas$11,000topurchaseandshipitfromAlabama,Weneedour fireandambulanceservices.

Wedoourshare,taxingsalesat5%andrecreationallodgingpackagesat9%.However,wehave
limitedeconomicactivitytotax,soarereliantonRevenuesharingforalargeportionofourfunds.

IwouldliketoaskthatRevenueSharingbekeptintheSenatebudgetandatthetotalof$150million, whichincludestheGovernor’sadditional$35million.
Here’sthething;Revenuesharinghelpsnearlyeveryoneinthestatebymakingsureessential
servicesareavailabletoallmunicipalities!

IwouldspeaktothePERSunfundedliabilitybutwearesosmall,wedon’tevenparticipate

I Thanksforlistaninq,“Th -
A CarolynSmith,\,

-‘

Mayor,CityofAleknagik



DonieceGott

From:StacieWatson<wynsum_gsmd_mastiffs@yahoo.com>
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20165:18PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:SAVEDOLLYPARTON’SIMAGINATIONUBRARY

AstheparentofachildwhoreceivesbooksfromDollyParton’sImaginationLibraryandit’spartners,Iaskthatyou pleasesavethisprogram!

StacieWatson
HospitalManager
VCAAlpine#150
12531OldSewardHwy
Anchorage,Ak99515
(907)3454515

1



DonieceGott

From:Melissa(Mormilo)Branch<greatlandgirl@gmail.com>
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20165:23PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:FundingforEarlyChildhoodEducationPrograms

Hello.

IamwritinginsupportofreinstatingthefundingforEarlyChildhoodEducationProgramsintheFY17Budget.

AsanengineerandvolunteerhereinAnchorage,Ihaveseenfirsthandtheimpactaccesstoearlyeducation toolsandmaterialscanmakeinachild’slife.

Changesthatcanimpacttheirentirelives.

IampassionateabouteducationsoI’veenteredalotofclassroomsandparticipatedinmanyoutreachevents
overthepast15yearsthroughSocietyofWomenEngineersoutreachprograms,JuniorAchievement,and
UnitedWay’sEmergingLeadersgroup.

I’veinteractedwithkidsfrompre-Kthroughhighschool.

Youcantellthedifferenceaccesstoearlyeducationtoolsandmaterialsmakes.

Asaparentofatoddler,Iamgreatlyconcernedaboutcutstoearlychildhoodeducationprograms

I’dlike1.0thinkmySOflhasthebenefitoftwoworkingprofessionalparentsandanetworkofrelativeswhoare
passionateabouteducation.

But,IknowthatprogramslikeImaginationLibraryhavebenefitedusaswell

Whilewehavebeenfortunateenoughtobeabletoaflbrdbooksandothermaterials,theprogramprovidestips, tools,opportunitiesforinteraction,andaccesstoaselectionofhooksthathavebroadenedallourperspectives.

Weasastatearealwaysconcernedwithourfutureworkfbrceandthesuccessofourcommunities.

But,ifwedon’tinvestinitfromdayone,thenwespendtherestofourliveschasingtheproblemscausedbyit.

Ifchildrenaren’treadyforschool,thentheyfallbehind.
Withbudgetconstraintsandincreasedresponsibilitiesonteachers,studentsaren’tgiventheattentiontheyneed tocatchup.

I.



Theresultscanbecatastrophic.

UnitedWayhasagoal,alongwiththecommunity,ofincreasinggraduationrates.

Thisrelatesdirectlytoearlyeducation.

Childrenreadytolearnwillsucceed,they’vebeabletoprovidefortheirfmilies,andcontributetoour
communitiesinmeaningfulways—decreasinghomelessnessandotherissues.

It’salltiedtogether.

Please,please,dorightforthefutureofourstateandthefutureofourchildren,byreinstatingthefundingfor
EarlyChildhoodEducationPrograms.

Thankyou,

Melissa

MelissaA.Branch,P.E.

greatlandgirl(Ziigrnail.com

907/360-0985

2



DonieceGott

From:mrs.oz2008@gmail.com
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20164:53PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:SAVEDOLLYPARTONSIMAGINATIONliBRARY

Dearlegislator,
Ihaveheardthatyouhavecutfundingforearlychildhoodeducationprograms.I’mconcernedforthisasaparentoftwo childrenthatlovegettingbooksinthemailfromdollypartonsimaginationlibraryIhatetoseethisprogramloose
fundingbutalsoasamomofaspecialneedschildwhoisinaprekprogramIamveryconcernedoverthesecuts.My daughterwouldnotbeingdoingaswellassheiswithouttheseearlyinterventionprogramsandbycuttingthemyouare cuttingherandotherchildrenlikehershort.Sheisabrilliantchildwithaphysicaldelayandwouldnotbereadyfor
kindergartenwithoutprekwhichwouldholdherbackforherentirelife.Tocutearlyeducationoreducationatallsays
thatyoudonotvalueitwhichissadasthesechildrenwillsomedaycareforyouandmewhenweareold.AndfranklyI
wouldlikeeducatedcaregivers-notsureaboutyou.
Thankyou,
RachelOsborn

1



DonieceGott

From:Sen.DonnyOlson
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20164:29PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:FW:PleaserestoreOWLfunding

From:RMoorman[mailto:rebmoorman@yahoo.comj
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20163:59PM
To:Sen.DonnyOlson<Sen.Donny.Olson@akleg.gov>
Subject:PleaserestoreOWLfunding

OWL,animportantprogramthatfUndsbroadbandinternetusedby43publiclibrariesfortheirpatronsand
numerousagencies,wasincludedintheGoverner’sbudget,butcutfromthehouseFinanceCommittee’sbudget
andtheSenateFinanceCommittee.Iknowyouunderstandtheimportanceofthisprogramtomanypeople
statewide,particularlyruralAlaskans,hutdidyouknowthisprogrambringsina4-1matchoffederale-rate
fundingdollars’?IfOWLisleftunfunded,thosefederaldollarsareleftonthetable.

OWLfundingissmallbutimmenseinit’srangeandscope.PleasesupportthisportionoftheGovernor’srequest
andkeepOWLavailabletothose43publiclibraries.Ifcut,theselibrarieswillnotheabletoabsorbthehigh
costofbroadbandinternetaccess.Librarieswillbeinthedifficultpositionofhavingtoraisefundstocoverthis
cost,virtuallyimpossibleforalloftheselibraries,iflibrariesbegintochargeforinternetaccess,thosealready
underservedmembersofourcommunities,manyofwhomareusinglibraryresources,willnotbeabletoafford
thiscost,either.It’shardtobelievehuttherearemanyfolksacrossAlaskawhohavenomeansthrthiscost,
thusrenderingthemunabletoparticipateinthe21Stcenturyexceptthroughtheirpubliclibrary.Nowayto
applyforjobs,beefupskills,applyforgovernmentassistance,etc.

PleaserestoreOWLfunding.It’llmakeanimmensedifferencetomanypeoplestatewide.

Thankyou.

RebeccaMoorman
Anchorage

1



DonieceGott

From:RosalieLeBaron<rosaliealebaron@hotmail.com>
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20164:20PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:SAVEDOLLYPARTON’SIMAGINATIONLIBRARY

AstheparentofachildwhoreceivesbooksfromDollyParton’sImaginationLibraryandit’spartners,Iaskthatyou
pleasesavethisprogram!

RosalieLeBaron
(907)301-8071

1



DonieceGott

From:SusanZeek<sezeek@hotmail.com>
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20164:15PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:SAVEDOLLYPARTON’SIMAGINATIONUBRARY

1amateacherandthemotherof’twoamazingpreschoolagegirls.Iknowtheimportanceofearlychildhood
education.AstheparentoftwochildrenwhoreceivebooksfromDollyParton’sImaginationLibraryandit’s
partners,1askthatYOUpleasesavethisprogram!PleaseinvestinAlaskafutureandrestoreeducationfunding.
Thanks,
S.E.Zeek

SentfromSamsungMobile

1



DonieceGott

From:KathleenPorterfield<koshkal27@hotmailcom>
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20164:14PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:Earlychildhoodeducationfunding

DearFinanceCommittee,
PleaseinvestinAlaska’sfuture.EarlychildhoodeducationprogramsmakeaHUGEimpactonchildrenandfamilies. ThereforeIstronglyrequestthatearlychildhoodeducationprogramsberestoredtotheamountinGovernorWalker’s AmendedFY2017Budget.
Thankyou,
KathleenPorterfield
Juneau,AK

1



DonieceGott

From:Sen.PeteKelly
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20164:53PM
To:DonieceGott
Subject:FW:StateBudget

OriginalMessage
From:Linda[mailto:linda@clerkworksak,com]
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20164:52PM
To:Sen.PeteKelly<Sen.Pete.Kelly@akleg.gov>;Sen.AnnaMacKinnon<Sen.Anna.MacKinnon@akleg.gov>
Subject:StateBudget

SinceIwillbeunabletotestifythiseveningfromtheKenaiLlO(IhaveaSoldotnaCityCouncilmeeting),pleaseallowme
thisopportunitytoaddressthestatebudget.Idonotenvyyouyourtaskofbalancingcompetinginterestsforlimited
statedollarsandrealizethatthebestoutcomethisyearwillbeabudgetthathurtseveryoneandeverygroupalittle(or
alot).

Thatbeingsaid,letmemakemypitchforincludingthe$35millionthatthegovernorincludedinhisbudgetto
supplementmunicipalrevenuesharing.Tobehonest,ifmycommunitysuffersacutinrevenuesharing,itwillsting,but
wewillsurvive.Thesamecannotbesaidformostsmallruralcommunities.Perhapsitistimetotweaktheformula
usedindistributingthefunddollars,butIbegyounottocripplethefund.Thatwillbethedeathknellformanyofour
smallercommunities.

Asamunicipalofficial,Iwanttobeapartnerwiththestateaswetackleourcurrentbudgetcrisis.Afterall,weservethe
sameconstituencies,andwhenmunicipalgovernmentssufferrevenueshortfalls,ouronlychoicesaretocutprograms
thatourresidentsexpectandneedORraisetaxesandfees.Pleasekeepthisinmindasyoutackletheseimportant
issues.Ialsoimploreyoutotakeagoodhardlookattherevenuesideofthebudgetanduseaportionoftheearningsof
thepermanentfundtohelpclosethebudgetgap.

Thankyoufortakingthetimetoreadthisemailandconsidermysuggestions.

SentfrommyPad
LindaMurphy

1



Alaska iENTALSOCIETY

March3,2016

SenateFinanceCommittee

OnbehalfoftheAlaskaDentalSocietyweappreciatetheopportunitytocommentin
responsetotheAdultDentalPreventativeMedicaidbudget.TheSenateFinance
workingbudgethasfundingfortheAdultDentalPreventativeMedicaidsetat15.6
million,whichisroughlythesameamountaswasfundedpre-expansion.

TheAlaskaDentalSocietyisrequestingSenateFinancerestoreluiidingtothelevels
requestedbytheAdministration.Giventheincreaseinrecipientsduetoexpansion,
inaintainingfunclingatcurrentlevelswillrequireadecreaseinavailableservicesor
reimbursementstoproviders.

TheAdultPreventativeprogramprovideskeydentalservicestoaneedypopulation.
MostprominentoftheservicesistheabilityforMedicaidrecipientstoreceive
denturesalifealteringservicethathashelpedchangemanyMedicaidrecipients’
livesandwasrecognizedbythelegislaturewithSB199in2010.

Medicaidpaymentstodentistsarealreadyatorbelowthecostofdeliveringservices.
Cuttingratesfurtherwillmeanfewerprovidersparticipatingintheprogram.Fewer
providerswouldleadtoadecreaseinaccesstocarean(lacorrespondingincreasein
emergencyhospitalvisits.DentalutilizationofERserviceswouldgreatlyincrease
hecostsperrecipientanIultimatelyhefutileasER’scanonlyprovidepallalive

carefordentalprobh’ms.CuttingMedicaidwouldsi.rainhospitalsandmakeitmore
ditlicultforthemtoserveeveryoneintheircornmunities.

IheAlaskrmDentalSocietysponsorseventshoindividualswithoutotherresuumrues.
InrecentyearstheADShasheld2MissionofMercy’swithanotherscheduledfur
theendofApril.Theseeventsareverysmmmessfulhimheimmgalimitedgroup—upto
20(H)—butwillnotmeplacetheivm1aidsVslueliesametonesthatare
challengingthelegislature—flutiednioneyandmanyneedsaremaking
undraisingInctheAKMOMnitthisgoaround.Giventheheadwimidsweare

facing,amlthehighoperatingcostsattheDenaiiacenter,wearenotantiulpaii
hnsitioganAKMOMin21)17.TheA1)5alsoIrtiuipa(esintheAumuhorageProject
AccessandAlaskaDentalldfehimwprojectsthathelpprovidelongtermcareto
individualswithoutesuit

91/0JewelLaketktSte.100Anchorage,AK99502
Phone:(901)i631003lax:(907)‘,6.33009Website:akdental,orgE-mail:info@akdemdialorg



NeitheroftheseprojectsiscapableofreplacingtheMedicaidsystemandthe
thousandsofindividualswhoreceivecareunderthesystem.Theratestructure
underMedicaidislowandthesystemfraughtwithadministrativeissuesbutatleast
ithelpsdistributesomeofthecostsforprovidingcare.TheAlaskaDentalSociety
requeststheSenateFinanceCommitteeaddfundingtotheAdultPreventative
DentalProgramtothelevelsrequestedbytheAdministrationtoensurethis
programremainsavailabletoallAlaskansundertheMedicaidsystem.

Sincerely,

v,.eJca

AlaskaDentalSociety
IegislativeVice-Chair
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Fairbanks *
*(flfl(flflj(.fl(’tOpfl(jflCorpor(llioll

330WendellAvenue,SuiteE,Fairbanks,AK99701

I)ccember18,2015

Resolution

FEDCBoardofDirectorsasksAlaska’sPoliticalLeaderstoworktogethertoresolveAlaska’s
fiscalchallenge.WithAlaskaStateexpendituresexceedingrevenuesbymorethan$3Billion
dollars,thereisnoeasysolutiontobalancingtheStatebudget.Achievinglong-termfiscalstability,
affordabilityandsustainabilityfortheStateofAlaskawillrequireamixofcontinuedcutsto
governmentspendingandincreasedrevenuesincludinguseofStateinvestmentearnings.

Regardingspending:achievingasmaller,moreefficient,moresustainablyaffordableState
GovernmentiscriticaltoAlaska’sfuturefiscalhealth.Therefore,theBoardbelievesreductionsin
thecostand,likely,scopeofgovernmentarenecessarytoredressAlaska’ssystemicbudgetary
imbalance.

Regardingrevenue:providingtheStaterevenuessufficientforittooperateandinvesteffectivelyin
andforthepublicinterestiscriticaltoAlaska’sfuturefiscalhealth.Therefore,theBoardbelieves
that,inadditiontoincreasesinuserfees,implementingsometypeofbroad-basedstatewidetaxation
andtheuseofsomeportionofthePermanentFundearningstofundStategovernmentmusttobe
considered.

Wealsobelievethatinactionwill,withcertainty,leadtoAlaska’sfailureandfailureisnotanoption.
Therefore,thel3oardofFEDCencouragesAlaska’spolicymakerstomoveforwardwithoutdelayon
asolution.

Phone:(907)452-2185www.investfairbanks,comFax(907)451-9534 1-888-476-FEDC



DonieceGott

From:Sen.PeteKelly
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20164:21PM
To:DonieceGott
Subject:FW:Publictestimony:SenateFinance

From:RitaCampbell[mailto:campbellritasO@yahoo.com]
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20162:48PM
To:Sen.PeteKelly<Sen.Pete.Kelly@akleg.gov>;Sen.AnnaMacKinnon<Sen.Anna.MacKinnon@akleg,gov>;Sen.Click
Bishop<Sen.Click.Bishop@akleg.gov>;sen.mike.dunleavey@ak.leg.gov;Sen.LymanHoffman
<Sen.Lyman.Hoffman@akleg.gov>;Sen.PeterMicciche<Sen.Peter.Micciche@akleg.gov>;Sen.DonnyOlson
<Sen.Donny.Olson@akleg.gov>
Subject:Fw:Publictestimony:SenateFinance

OnWednesday,March9,20162:43PM,RitaCampbell<.a:nQb__nia5yanoo.c>wrote:

Iamwritingatthistime,March9,2016,2:34pmtourge,asstronglyasishiunanlypossiblethefullfundingof
thefollowingprograms,attherecommendationsbyGovernorWalkerofAlaskaorbetter.Iurgefullfundingof
thePersonalCareAssistanceprogram,SeniorBenefits,theAdultMedicaidI)entalProgram,theCommunity
DevelopmentalDisability(DD)Grants,theSeniorCommunityBasedGrants,PioneerHomes,Seniorand
DisabilityServicesGeneralReliefAssistance,PublicSafety,andEarlyChildhoodEducationPrograms.

IamanAlaskan.aregularvoter,andIfullysupportandadvocateforalloftheseprograms,forfullfunding,and
fullsupport.Idonotadvocatethatonepennyhetakenfromanyoftheaboveprograms,asitiscounter
productive,unkind,unethical,andunconscionabletodoso.Thesearevitalandprovenprograms,andwithout
theminnocentAlaskanswillalmostcertainlysufferskinconditions,fallstheywouldnothaveotherwisehadif
theyhadfullassistantstohelpwiththeircare,dignity,andindependence,andothersalsowouldnotdevelopin
positive,healthyways,tocontributetooursociety,andinthiscase,almostcertainlymanywouldsufferin
silence,dieprematurely,orfallintoalifeofcrime,whichwouldotherwisenothavebeenthecase,iftheyhad
knownthefullfunding,andfullbenefitsofthesevitalprograms,listedabove.

ifanymythicalbudgetcrisisexistsinreality,certainlytherearefarbetter,moreethical,moresocially
responsiblealternativestofindmoneyforbudgetpurposesandexpensestobenefitoursocietyatlargethanto
rideroughshodonthebacksofthemostvulnerable,themosti]l,themostelder,theyoungest,theonesalready
withthemostdisabilitiesandchallengesinthislife,andallofthoseleastabletodefendthemselves,orspeak
forthemselvesinourstate.

AlsoIdonotappreciatethelackofaccessible,priorpublicinfomationonthistopic,orthelackofpublic
opportunitytotestify,ortocommentonthismatter.Mostpeopleworkandhavefamilies,sosuchshcrtrictice,
andapparentsecrecyappearstogoagainstdemocraticandethicalprinciplesoffairplay,andequalopportunity.
‘I’hereshouldhavebeenletterssenttoallthosepotentiallyaffected,andnotjusttoselectrecipients,Thismatter
shouldhavebeenpostedinourAlaskannewspapers,andonpublicwebsites,radiostations,publicmedia
outlets,andinanywaypossible,sothatthepublicwouldhavebeenfullyaware,andgiveneveryreasonable

1



opportunityandtimetoaccommodatetheirschedules,sotheycouldmorelikelytestifyonthismatter.Ihighly doubtthatsufficientnumbersofpeopleevenknewabouttheseproposedcuts,northatmorethanavirtual handfulhadeventhepracticalopportunitytocoinnientinanydemocraticorfairway,andthatisnotright.

Thankyoukindlyforwhatgoodyoumaydoforallofyourconstituents,notjustthealreadygreatlyprivileged
ones,andforforconsideringmyviewsinthismatter.Haveagoodday,ladiesandgentlemen.

RitaCampbell
4009BelugaCircle
Homer,Alaska99603
9072352033
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DonieceGott

From:JeffreyKrupke<jkrupke@yahoo.com>
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20165:28PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:earlychildhooded

Please,pleaserestorethisfindingtothebudgetevenifeducationistakenfromthePFDfund.Kidsarethe futuredon’tflushtherefuturedownthetoilet,Fight,fightforthisifyouwantmyvote.
JeffreyKrupke
Palmer,AK
SentfromYahooMailonAndroid
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-OriginalMessage--
From:Linda
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20164:52PM
To:Sen.PeteKellySen.AnnaMacKinnon

Subject:StateBudget

SinceIwillbeunabletotestifythiseveningfromtheKenaiLIO(IhaveaSoldotnaCityCouncilmeeting), pleaseallowmethisopportunitytoaddressthestatebudget.Idonotenvyyouyourtaskofbalancing competinginterestsforlimitedstatedollarsandrealizethatthebestoutcomethisyearwillbeabudget thathurtseveryoneandeverygroupalittle(oralot).

Thatbeingsaid,letmemakemypitchforincludingthe$35millionthatthegovernorincludedinhis budgettosupplementmunicipalrevenuesharing.Tobehonest,ifmycommunitysuffersacutin
revenuesharing,itwillsting,butwewillsurvive.Thesamecannotbesaidformostsmallrural
communities.Perhapsitistimetotweaktheformulausedindistributingthefunddollars,butIbegyou nottocripplethefund.Thatwillbethedeathknellformanyofoursmallercommunities.

Asamunicipalofficial,Iwanttobeapartnerwiththestateaswetackleourcurrentbudgetcrisis.After all,weservethesameconstituencies,andwhenmunicipalgovernmentssufferrevenueshortfalls,our onlychoicesaretocutprogramsthatourresidentsexpectandneedORraisetaxesandfees.Please keepthisinmindasyoutackletheseimportantissues.Ialsoimploreyoutotakeagoodhardlookat therevenuesideofthebudgetanduseaportionoftheearningsofthepermanentfundtohelpclose thebudgetgap.

Thankyoufortakingthetimetoreadthisemailandconsidermysuggestions.

SentfrommyiPad
LindaMurphy



DonieceGott

From:LindaGoldenChaves<Igc99709@gmail.com>
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20165:35PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:SAVEDOLLYPARTON’SIMAGINATIONUBRARY

AstheparentofachildwhoreceivesbooksfromDollyParton’sImaginationLibraryandit’spartners,Iaskthatyou pleasesavethisprogram!

Bothofmychildrenlovegettingbooksinthemail.Wereadthebooksalldaylongwhentheycomeinthemail.Please donotcuttheprogram.Thisistheonlywaysomechildrenareabletogetbooks.
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DonieceGott

From:MadelineBlake<madelinerblake@gmail.com>
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20165:38PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:EarlyChildhoodEducationProgram

Towhomitmayconcern,

Iamwritingthisasaconcernedmother,andcitizenoftheAnchoragecommunity.Ihaverecentlycomeawarethata programthatbringsjoytomysonslife,aswellasmine,maybegettingcutbythelegislators.Iwouldlikeyoutobe awarethatiftheprogramistobecut,mysonwillnolongerreceiveanewbookinthemaileverymonth,andthismeans morethanjustabook.Itmeansexcitementandurgetoreadwillbetakenawayaswell.Itisimportantwelookatwhere ournewestgenerationisheadedandstarttorealizethattheseprogramsareveryimportantifwearetokeepasmall glimpseofhopethatourchildrenwillstillbeabletolookbackandsharewiththeirchildrenthebooksthattheyusedto readinyearstocome..

Regards,
MadelineBlake
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AnchorageSchoolDistrict
EducationCenter
5530E.NorthernLightsDJd.AnThorage,AK99504•907-742-4000wwt.asdkl2org

Niarch0.2016

SenateFinanceCommittee
StateCapitol.Room532
Juneau.Alasl:a9901

HonorableMembersoi’SenewFinanceContnuttue.

ThankyouiortheopportunitytoproidewrittencommenttotivSenateFinanceCotnmttiee relativetoSH139.OueraiingBudet

TheAnchoraeSchoolDistrictencouragestheSenatessupportoftheworkdonebyhe[louse intheireffortstoreutinthebasestudentallocationinc1udedincJt)ernoiW’n1kersproposed budget.ThedistrictbelievestheincreasedUSAisessentialtosuoponthequalityeducation neededIhrourstudents.

ASDalsoencouragesthereinstatementoffundingforpre-kandearlychildhoodprograms,as ve1iassupportbrbroadbandaccess.Wel,elievetheseprogramssupportbetter1carnint outcomesbrstudentsandprovideaccessto21‘centuryeducation.

WeunderstandandacknowledgethefinancialchallengesputbeforeyouinIit5slegislative session,Webelieveitisimportantthatcommitteesworkincollaborationtoaddressthese challengesandestablishaplanlbrfiscalstabilityinAlaska.

amreadilyaailah1etoansweranyquestionsoumayhave.Youmayreachmyalikeat907- 742-4312.

RespecttulI.

1’i’..P
u‘_,rai
Superintendnt

cc:AnchorageSchoolBoard
MichaelGraham,ChiefAcademicOfficer

;Srde;#sforStccersinLf

____________
________________

_____

AiichoraeSchootBoardKarnerorPerez-Verda,Piesdr
SupernteridentEuGaC KatheerPlunkem.IcePresidentBetyeDavis,Treasier

TamAgost;-Gisler,ClekicCrott
PattgEns
EtisaSne.ng



DonieceGott

From:SammyCrawford<scrawfordak68@gmail.com>
Sent:Wednesday,March09,20165:39PM
To:SenateFinanceCommittee
Subject:Testimony

Ihopethelegislaturewillgoeasyoncuts&increasetaxes-anincometaxisleastregressive&usingpermanentfund earningsisappropriate&necessary.Pleaseworkonbudget&stayawayfromthewaronwomen.SammyCrawford

SentfrommyiPhone
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