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March 8, 2016

Senate Finance Committee
Written testimony on $B139

To the Co-Chairs Senator Kelly and MacKinnon and the Senate Finance Committee
Members,

| am writing this letter in support of the OWL (Online With Libraries) program.

The OWL Program offers bandwidth support for our local library as well as
videoconferencing services, equipment and training for library staff. Ina rural
community this is a great asset and help to the patrons as well as my staff. Many
individuals have been able to participate in various classes and workshops
through video conferencing and are able to use the internet to search and apply
for jobs, file taxes, etc. This program has enriched our community and for many is
the only way they can connect electronically.

| appreciate any support you can givé to the OWL Program during this difficult
financial time.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify,
Margaret Viilarma, Director

Wrangell Irene Ingle Public Library
907-874-3535
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{ am Jeff Jabusch, the borough Manager for the City and Borough of Wrangell. As the finance director in
Wrangell since 1977 and only recently the manager, | have seen the pre-oil years and then the various
ups and downs since then.

We support the governor’s budget which includes some funding of revenue sharing which makes up
about 10% of our general fund budget. This like many of the cuts that you are considering will come at a
cost of reduced essential services to especially smaller communities that don’t seem to have the
revenue generating options and tax base of larger communities. There may be other ways to assist local
governments if these cuts are necessary.

1. Agood look at the property tax exemption law would be an option. According to the State

ORI QLI DL AL A, L v
wealthier in a community. Maybe you make this optional at the community level. | know this

option will not be a popular one, but if it could be done on a need basis it may be more
tolerable.

{ would like to say that Wrangell if given a choice would prefer a state income tax versus a state sales
tax. For those cities and boroughs that already have a 5, 6 or 7% sales tax as in Wrangell, Adding a sales
tax to that or not allowing us to have 7% would limit our options to raise local revenue for the purpose
of offsetting reduced state funding.

In our smmall community, public broadcasting is essential for the statewide emergency alert system and
other important services. We do not have the fuxury of other radio stations or local TV stations. If 100%
of state funding is cut, our station would not be eligible for federal funds and the station would be shut
down. We hope you can give this some consideration.

Finally, my testimony is no diffarent than the thousands of others that will testify to keep various
aspects of the current state budget, but after you have listened and decide how to best prioritize the
money available, | do support a balanced state budget. Thank you and good luck.
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Legislative Testimony
3-8-2016

Patrick Mayer, Superintendent of The Wrangell public school district

I would like to say thanks to the all of you legislators who were able to meet with
students, board members and Superintendents during our recent visits to Juneau,
they are our future leaders.

I don’t envy you the tasks you have ahead of you as you deal with the state budget.

Thank you very much for restoring the broadband assistance grants that are
essential as we look at innovative ways to deliver instruction to students.

I have two requests regarding the state education budget.

1) Please keep education in the forefront of budget discussions and hold the
BSA steady. Our costs in districts continue to escalate and our monies in the
Wrangell public school district and others across the state are put to good
use for our students.

2) My second request is with regard to the Alaska Department of education and
early development budget. There are currently significant cuts proposed to
the DEED budget for next year.

As districts, we do rely on the support we receive from DEED. I truly believe that the
Department of Educations budget has been reduced to a level where if cut any
further they would not be able adequately address compliance issues that support
our ongoing receipt of federal dollars for such programs as Title [ and Migrant Ed.
The dollars associated with these categorical programs make up a significant part of
our district budgets.

The current budget for DEED in front of senate finance contains cuts in travel, phone
and mail but in reality if these cuts are imposed they will actually translate into
reduction of personnel. Therefore, when we reduce personnel that will have a direct
impact on the ability of the department to assist distriets.

Finally, I would like to encourage you to please take the appropriate steps to craft a
sustainable overall budget that includes enhanced revenue measures

Thank You very much for your efforts and your time.
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: Hugnes (hus) ] Talerica {tal} MezGuire (meg)
Special Committees Johnson (ihn) I Tar (sar) Meyer (mey)
Egon Dev.. Trade & Tourism | Josaphsan (jos) N Thempson(thp} Micciche (mhe)
House Energy Kawasaki (lkaw) —J Tilton (tit) Qlsan {ols)
Fisheries : Keiler (keg) || Tuck (tuc) T Stedman (smn)
Military & Veterans' Affairs Kite Il (ko) L Vazguez (vag) Stevens (stg)
Fiscal Policy | Kreiss-Tomkins(kre) Wilson (wit) Stakze (stz)
Senate World Trade LeDoux (leu) Wool (woo) Wislechowski (wig)
Subject; Fill out the boxes befow OR enter a Subject.
HB or SB | Bill numpear Suppart
and check one: Oppose DR enter & general Subject
Amend (LIC staff may madity):
Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
‘F N . 5
K &6;& <the_ BSA t “sd ndicl
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11:32
Fublic Opinion Message

B3/88/2016

Please contact your local Lagislative Information Office (L0} with questions or problems.
A camplete list of LIOs can be found at w3.legis.state.ak.us/miscllios.php

This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LiO,

From: Please PRINT the information: belaw. This form must be signed by the sender. -
Mr /Mg [ Mra. Errst nRmir: M1 [T S im
TTobua W, | NMerse
Group alfiration (il spiicable) Daylimes telephorin numbsr
I? 7 P o9 2 O
Maihrg 3gdrmss
S v (R py MK Fozs
Rosidence imrtﬁdwﬁus f eHtterent fram maiing Adtrors )_} Zp code
S5l¢ b uewspeon B¢ A
Emp feitirons Sieneiure Ome
To!  Puta Vin the appropriate box(es).

Committees

House members

Senate members

HorS Chenault {che) ™ Lynn {lyn) Bizhop (bis)
Community & Regional Claman {cla) Milistt (il Coghill (cgh
Education {adc) Calver (cov) | Muncz (mun) Costelio (cas)

¥”| Finance (fin) Drummond (dru) Nageak (nag) Dunteavy {(dnf)
Health & Social Services Edgren (edy) | Neuman (nau) Egen (ega)
Judiciary (jud) Foster (fan) Qlson (olf) Ellis (2l
Labor & Commerce (1&c) Gara {gar) | Ortiz (ort) - Gardner {gan)
Resources (ras) Gattis (pat) 1 Pruitt {pru) Ghassel (gie)
Rules {rls) Gruanbarg {gru) Reinbaoid (rei) Hoffman (hof)
State Affairs (sta) Gultenberg (i) ] Saddler (sad) Huggine (hug)
Transportation (tra) Hawker (haw) Seaton {zan) Kally (kep)
Other: Herron {haa) Stutes (sts} MaeKinnon (mai)
Hughes (hus) ] Talgrico (tal) McGuire {mey)
Special Committers Johnson (jhn) Tarr {tan Mayer (mey)
Econ Dev., Trade & Tourism Josephson (jos) ™| Thampeon(thp) Micciche (mhe)
House Energy Kawasaki (kaw) Titon @) Qlson (ols)
Figheries Keller (kee) Tuck (tuc) .-'”"Stedmaﬂ (smn)
Mititary & Vaterans' Aftairs Kito 111 (kio) Vazouez (vaq) Stevens {stg)
Fiscal Policy Kreigs-Tomkins(kre) Wiison (wit) Sloltze (stz)
Senate World Trade LeDoux {leu) | Weol (woo) Wislochowski (wia)
Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject.
HB orS6 | Bl number Suppart
and check one; Oppose or enter 3 genersl Subjact
Amend {110 staft may modify).

Mri LT g T!nrH(!iﬁmr'l_'rEﬁ nlnwr qn
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19878743955

WRANGELL L.I0

Public Opinion Message

PAGE 87/18

Please contact your local Legisiative Information Office {LIO) with questions or probiems.

A complete list of LIDs can be found at wi.jegis.state.ak.us/miscilios.php

This farm must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.

From:  Piease PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
M. S WR (Mre) | Fiey M Laat neme AL
| Hpaak. = | Davies
Group affitalon (il spolicapks Dayihmo triaphone mumbat
Maiing dddrmss Zip code
G0 boy_192] Lvanary KBk P92 7
Rasuterco (oirant) addrecs i difecent froen madling acdrars ] 7 Zip eotle
Emnil AGdraar S R ¥ ‘ Dale
{3 175 jzm.&/‘/ﬂ F/z /e
TO: Puta vin the appropriate box{es). / :
Commiltees tHouse members Senate membery
Hors Chenault (the) ] Lynn ¢ym) Bishop (bis)
Community & Regional Claman (cta) ] Miiett i) Coghill (cgl)
Education (edc) | Colver {¢ov) Munoz (mun) Costelio (cos)
| Finance (fim) | Dremmend (dry) : Nageak {nag) Dunteavy (dn)
Health & Social Services | | Edgmon (edg) | Neuman (neu} Egan (ega)
Juditiary (jud) Foster {fon) || Qlson (olf) Ellis {etl)
Labor & Gommerce (18¢) Gara (gar) _v:'Ort'lz (ort) Gardner (gan)
Resources {res) Gattis (gat) ] Pruitt (pry) Giessei (ghe)
Rules (rs) Grvenberg {gru) || Reinbold (rei) || Haffman (hoh
State Affairs (sta) | Guttanberg (gi) || Sacdier (sac) Huggins (hug)
Transportation (tra) Hawker (haw} L Seaton (san) Kelly (kep)
Tther: Herran (heo) Stutes {sts] MagKinnon {maf)
_—_— Hughes (hus) | Talerico {tal) McGuira (meg)
Special Committees | Johnsen (it ] Tar: (tan Mever (mey)
Econ Dev., Trade & Tourism || Josephson os) Thompsen(thp} Micciche (mhe)
House Energy Kawasaki (kaw! | Tittan [{i)9] Dison (ols)
Fisheries Keller (kee) ] Tuek (tag) w1 Stedrnan (srn)
Military & Veterans' Affairs | Kito 1) {kia) Vazquez {vaq) Stevens (aty)
Fiscal Policy "] Krewgs-Tomkina(kre) : Wilson (wit) Stoltze (slz)
Senate World Trade | LeDoux (leu) Waol {weo) Wielechowski (wie)
Subject: Fill aut the boxes below QR enter a Subject.
HB or 58 | Bill number Support
and check one Oppose QR entsr g genersy Subject
L Armend {LIO slaff may modify):
Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vuigar language.
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Public Opinion Message |

Please contact your local Legisiative Information Office (L10) with questions or problams.
A complete list of LIOs can be found at w3.legis.state.ak.us/miscllios.php

This form must be completely fillad out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.

From: Please PRINT the information befow, This form must be signed by the sender.
Mt/ M5 /0rs) | Festny M. Lasi npmn EXL
C 0 lene. 3 ["Wilsen |
Group afiiston (f aopinagie] Daytime Yn:nphum: ittt
- GoT-§74 - 294L
ihing arerass . 2ip code ]
V0 Box_ 551 Wranegl AK 54929
Ragdanca (sieom) sdurecs if differant {rom makng adoness v ] Zip eode
Bl adrwaas S - Omte
oo @ o0 P ik

TO:  Put a vVin the appropriate box(es). :

Committess House members Senate members
Hors [: Chenault {che) [~ ] Lynn (lym) Bishop (bis)
Community & Regional ] Ciaman (cla) = Miatt ity Coghil (cgl)
Educatior (edc) Colver (cov) | Munoz {mum) Costello (cos)
Finance {fin} Drurmmand {dru) Nageak (nag) Dunleavy (dal)
Health & Social Services Edgmon {edg) L Neuman (nau) Egan (ega)
dudiciary (jud) ] Foster (fon) || Qlsen (ollj L Etlis {=f1)
Labor & Commerce (&c) Gara (gar) ﬁ Ortiz (ort) || Gardner (gan)
Resources {ras) : Gattis {gat) | Pruit o) | Giessel (gie)
Rules (s} Gruenberg (gru) . Reinbaid (rei} Hoffman (hof)
Stata Affairs /sta) : Guttenberg (gtt) ] Saddler (sad) Huggins (hug)
Transportation (fra) Hawker (haw) ] Seaton (=an) Keily (kepi)
Qther: ™1 Herran (hea) Stutes (sts) MacKinnon {mai)
1 Hughes (hus) ™1 Talerico {al) McGuire (meg)
Spetial Committees ™ Jatnsan (jha) || Tarrttan : Mayer {mey)
H—T Ecor Dev., Trade & Tourism Jusephsan (os) Thampsan(thp) Migeiche {mhe)
House Energy Kawasaki (kaw) | Titton @) Oison (ols)

! Fisherigs Kelier (ken) : Tuck {tuc) o Stedman (smn)
Military & Veterans' Affairs ™ Kito 11t (kio) || Vazauez vaa) Stavens (stg)
Fiscal Policy || Keeiss-Tomkins(kre) Wiison (wit) Stoltze (stz)
Senate World Trade 7 LeDoux {feu) ) Wool {woo) Wielechowski {wia)

Subject; Filt out the boxes below OR enter a Subject. .
HE or 38 | Bill numper Support
and check one, Oppose OR enter 8 general Subject
Amend (LIO staff may modify):
Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contai; any vulgar language.
h . . i ~ ' 5
Please, ooy the 354 75 | funding
: d . N k)
Lor ne x+ year. Ouvr childéen
[
are +he Future e Alaska.
- %

They have no say e+
i ‘ . MR N 5
+hos I ime 0’p dheir IFe. .

, . ] )

Yiease Supgort and yepresent| Alaskas
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Public Opinion Message

Please contact your local Legislative Information Dffice (L10) with questions or problems.
A complete st of L10Os can be found at wl.legis.state.ak.us/misc/lios.php

This farm must be complstely filled out. You may phone, fax, or defiver your POM to any LIO.

From: Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.

Mr./ Mg, ¢ Mrs. Forst name - M Lant name P AL

L WY@ A 1 Ao

Group aftivalon il apclicable) hl Dmytime iniaghene rutnbor
AT-20-06¢

_&& W angedl, AL 24

Rasidance {aireef) addresz if dilferont from malng acdress Zm code -

lﬁlﬂc‘z\:t:;r\@w%d WS A SN it Mér/_?T/ [

To:  put a Vin the appropriate bax{es).

Committees House members Senate mgmbers
HorS : Chenault {che) [:: Lypn {lyn) Bishop (brs)
Community § Regional Claman {els) Millett (mily Coghill (cgh)
Education (edc) Colver {zov) || Munoz (mun) Costello (gos)
Finance (fin) Drummend (dru) Nageak (ngg) Dunleavy (dnl)
Health & Sqcial Services Edgmen (edg) [ | Neuman (new) i Egan {8ga)
Judiciary (jud) Foster (fem) }__ Cison (oll) . Ellis (ett) -
Labor & Commerce {l&c) E Gara (gar) ] Ortiz (ort; - Gardner (gan}
Resources {res) L"’T Gattis {gat) L Pruitt {pru) Giessel {gie)
Rules (s} Gruanbarg (gru} L Reinbald (rai) Hotiman {hof)
State Affairs (sta) T | Guttenberg (i) Saddler {sad) Huggins (hug}
Transportation (tra) Hawker (haw) ] eaton (san) Kelly (kei)
Other: Herron (heo) L Stutes (sts) MaeKinton (mai)
| Hughes (hus) Talecen fal) McGuire (meg)
Special Comrnittees _J Jatnsan (jhn) Tarr (iar) Meyer (mey)
Econ Dev., Trade & Tourigm Josephson {jos) I~ Thompson{thp} Micelehe (mhe)
House Energy Kawasaki (kaw) | | Titten [t Olson (ols)
Fisheries : Keller (kea) Tutk (tuc) T Stedman {smn)
Mititary & Vetarans' Affairs Kito 1) {kio) L Vazquez (vaq) Stevens (stg)
Fiscal Policy Kreiss-Tomkins (kre) Wilson (wit) Stolize (stz)
Senate World Trade LeDoux (leu} | Woot (wos) Wielechowski (wie)
Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter & Subject.
HB grSB | Bill number Support
and check ore: Oppose oRr enter 8 ganeral Subjeci
Amend (LI steff may modify): , ,
Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
a . : [)
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@3/88/2816 11:32 . . .
Public Opinion Message

Please contact your local Legislative Information OHice (LIO} with quaestions or problems.
A compiete list of LIOs can be found at wa.legis.state.ak.us/misc/lios.php

This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO,

From: Plaase PRINT the information below, This form must be signed by the sender.
Mr. /M5 £ Mrs First neme M| Last name JrtSeim
| _SAmes P | Haley
Grovp aHikatian (i AppiCAty! { Qaytiene tatophon mumiset
Mading adaroas Zp
FO. &%ﬁg Wranae \\ Ak 99929
Rayigencr (sirant) acgmos it dffersnt fram meying ackiress ‘)J N M Zip coas
| JAL Welper St Tramell  AK 99929
moil gddrens htl Shonaiure <.JF Onte
3-7- [l
70:  Put a vin the appropriate box{es), Q
‘ Commitiees House mermbers Senhatg mermbers
Hors ] Ghenault (che) L: Lynn (lvr) Bichap (bis)
Community & Regional C_’: Claman (cla) Miftett frmil) Coghill (cal)
Education (edg) Cotver {cov) ] Munaz (mun; Costello (cus)
v| Finance (fin) 1 Drummond (dtu r——J Nageak (nag) ‘Dunieavy (dni)
Health & Social Services | Edgmon (edg) Neuman (reu) || Eaan (ega)
Judiciary (jud) Faster (fon) O | Otsan (oM Ellis {elly
Labor & Cormmerce (1&c) || Gara(gar) ‘7"0;& {ort) Gardner (gan)
Resources {res) Gattis (gat) Pruit; {pru) Gressel (gie)
Rules (ris) Gruenberg (gru) ] Reinbold {rei) Haffman (hofy
State Affairs (sta) Lo Guttenberg {gh) Saddier {sad) Huggine (hug)
Transportation (tra) Hawker (haw) Seaton (san) Ketly (kep)
Other: Herron (hea) | Stutes (sts) || MaeKinnon (mai)
L Hughes (hus) [ | Talerico (tal) MetBuire (meg)
Special Committees Johnson (hn} ] Tarr (tan) ] Meyer (mey)
Econ Dev., Trade & Tourism | Josephson (jos) | Thompsoncthp) Miceiche {mhe)
House Energy Kawasgaki (kaw) Titton (1Y) Dison (ots)
Fisharies Keller {kee) | Tuck (tug) |+~ Stedman (smn)
Military & Veterans' Affairs | Kito i (kie) j Vazquer {vag} Stevens (etg)
Fiseal Policy Kreigs-Tamins(kra) Wilson (wit) Stoltze (stz)
Senate World Trade LeDoux ey} | Waal (wee) Wielachowski (wis)
Subject: Fill out the boxes befow OR enter a Subject.
HE or S8 | Bill number Suppont -
and check one! Oppose OR enter & general Subject
Amend (LIO staff may moclify):
Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
5
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