March 2, 2016

Testimony to the House Finance Committee

Co-Chairs Neuman and Thompson and members of the House Finance Committee:

My name is Dr. Mary Wegner and | am the superintendent of the Sitka School District, serve as a Council
Member on the Alaska State Council on the Arts, and also serve as an Advisory Council Member to the
University of Alaska Southeast — Sitka Campus.

[ am well aware of the realities of the dire financial situation we are currently facing. | encourage you to
consider revenues to help us chart a course to financial stability, and please do not to wait to do so.

| am testifying today in support of funding for education Pre-K to university. Adequate funding for K-12
education is more than a constitutional requirement; it is a critical economic investment in Alaska. We
have done our due diligence to make significant cuts to our non-personnel expenses, and we have aiso
made cuts to our personnel. We are leveraging partnerships with other organizations to lessen our costs
to provide a quality education to our students. However, we are bare bones at this point. Thank you for
your support of fully funding K-12 education including the planned $50 increase to the BSA.

The Pre-K learning opportunities are critical equalizers that help to ensure all students start school ready
to learn, and adequately funding the university allows our state to grow our intellectual capital, as well
as provide essential and specific career training throughout the state. Yet another economic benefit to
investing in education. Additionally, without our current level of funding for the Alaska State Council on
the Arts, we fose necessary matched funding from the federal government, which helps to support
education and careers in the arts. There are other services, such as funding for behavioral health
services and ferry service that also are critical for our ability to provide adequate education to students.

Education and support for our students, our future, is not like other expenses. Coupled with the
exploration of revenues, funding education at all fevels is an investment that will help us recover from
our econoimic freefall. Thank you for commitment to education, and this opportunity to testify.
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Testimony before the House Finance Committee on Public Broadcasting
By Rich MClear, Sitka, Alaska
March 2, 2016

Good Afterncon. Fm Rich McClear, part owner of Anchorage commercial station, KLEF, and a broadcast
consultant working to build news outlets in developing democracies.

The news business is in flux right now. With the development of the web and social media there are:
¢ more news channels but less news.
* more opinion but fewer facts.

* more pundits and fewer reporters.

KLEF used to do daily morning interviews and reported economic news. We can’t any more. There just
isn’t the margin. In the “90s when commercial broadcasting was deregutated we struck a bargain.
Public broadcasting would take up the public interest and we would support that. | am here keeping
faith with that bargain.

While there are multiple news sources along the rail belt and in Juneau, outside those communities
Public Broadcasting is the rmajor source of local reporting.

This week ARPN ran a story on Angoon. The stores are empty because of the temporary withdrawal of
the Marine Highway due to state budget cuts. Without public radio that story would not have been
reported to the rest of the state. And the rest of the state needs to know how rural Alaska is doing if
voters are to make intelligent choices. Many rural school districts are facing closing schoois as
enrolment declines. Knowing how other communities handled that issue helps them with their choices.
Rural Alaska needs local reporting and the rest of the state needs to know what's happening in rural
Alaska. Public broadcasting provides that service.

Good information Is essential to democracy. That is why the World Bank, among others, fund the work |
do overseas. That need is just as important in developed democracies like ours.

| once asked Senator Ted Stevens why he strongly supported public broadcasting. He said he once in
Dillingham a fisherman told him how the dollar’s decline was hurting his overseas business, Stevens said
before KDLG he would not have heard that comment. Informed constituents made his job easier.

You have a lot of decisions to make on funding. Protecting the very foundation of democracy, an
informed public, has to remain a high priority.

Thank you.

Rich McClear

PO Box 796 (106 Jamestown Drive)
Sitka, AK, 99835

(907) 747-6886

rich@incclear.net
www.rich.meolear.net
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SITKA LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Sitka LIO@legis.state.al.us

907-747-6267/phone 907-747-5807 /fax
WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: AmyZanuzoski — Executive Director of Sitka Counseling

REPRESENTING: Sitka Counseling and Prevention Services, Inc.

BILL#/SUBJECT: HB 256/HB 257

COMMITTIEE & HEARING DATE: HOUSE FINANCE 3/2/2016

Over the last few years our agency has seen 300 plus clients a year with almost half of those
clients having a Mental Health Diagnosis. This year alone (July 1, 2015 — present) from age 2-90,
we have had 121 unduplicated clients receive 6,055 services, which averages 50 services per
client. Community based services include early intervention and prevention, case management,
supportive housing, mental health and substance abuse treatment, family services and recovery
supports,

Historically we are the Community Behavioral Health Agency for Sitka; we have functioned for
many years with state support and ability to bill Medicaid. | recently came across some old
budgets from 2003 or 2004 which shows State Grant funds close to $2 million dollars, when we
had a staff of 16 and 47 unduplicated clients annually {per AKAIMS data). Today we have 45 FTE
staff and 3 AmeriCorps, and State grant funds in the amount of $1.1 million dollars; with an
operating budget of $2.9 million dollars. We are serving more clients and employing more staff
with less state support. With these cuts it will reduce the local capacity to serve Alaskans who
are addicted, low income and with a Mental Health Diagnosis within our community.

On another note Medicaid expansion and Medicaid Rate Review will help our agency to
continue to provide services to our clients, We have seen a handful of clients become eligible
for Medicaid. This has taken the burden (off the clients) from getting large bills they don’t
understand and can’t afford to pay for the services they need to function in daily life. Most
clients benefit from daily interactions from case managers and direct service providers. These
are the real HEROES who work countless/tireless hours to provide the care and services which
are needed to keep a Mental Health and/or recovering client functioning in-daily life.

Please support Behavioral Health treatment and services so more Alaskans can get help they
need to stay out of crisis and out of costly emergency or institutional care.
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY

Name: M‘[ (/hgu,(/ @m\ (xb@(

Representing: Sitka Counseling and Prevention Services
Bill #/Subject: HB256, HB257

Committee & Hearing Date: Finance 3/2/16

“It's a great place to hang out and fo get to know one another. Awesome environment and people,
supportive staff, and | do not feel judged or discriminated against for having disorders similar to mine, or
disorders completely different. | incorporate daily living skiils taught, making me feel passionate about
life.”

“If you don’t have that necessary passion, you don’t have anything at all. “

“Harbor Lights has given me a better understanding of being socially independent. | have opportunities
to be socially engaged rather sitting in my apartment withdrawn like a hermit crab, and am able to
healthfully express my emotions, points of view, and values.”




Sitka Legislative Information Office
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY
Name: Janelle Kimberlin
Representing: Sitka Counseling and Prevention Services
Bill #/Subject: HB256, HB257
Committee & Hearing Date: Finance 3/2/16

Now imagine this: You are a person with anxiety, depression and the fear of
leaving your house. You receive a call from your Direct Service Provider with a
reminder of the activities for the day. You give many excuses of why you don’t
want to go, but you really want to. With the reflections, reminders and positive
feedback of previous appointments from the Direct Service Provider you decide to
go to the activity. While there your case manager spends some time with you to
discuss your public assistance, SSI benefits and Medicaid. You listen to your case
manager but begin fearing what you are going to have to do to continue getting
these necessary benefits. Your case manager reassures you that she is going to be
there to assist you in every way she can. You feel relieved and grateful you have
these services and support that have given you a decent quality of life.

A person returns to Sitka to live with sister after doing jail time and being on
probation for 2 years for hitting a nurse at Alaska Psychiatric Institute. The
person’s sister has a baby and continues using meth and heroin around her baby.
The person couldn’t take it anymore but with the starting of our services the client
was encouraged to call OCS and report drug use by sister. This relationship was
destroyed, and the client has no parents, family or friends in Sitka. For the past 10
years, This Client has had a diagnosis of Paranoid Schizophrenia through
supported services we were able to assist him with housing subsidies, collaborate
with his payee for consistent allowances, advocate with Alaska housing to
understand his disability and his needs and offer him hot meals, fruits, vegetable
and bread donations and check in with him 5 days a week, With these services the
client is able to live in a least restricted environment and without them he would be
institutionalized or incarcerated.

With a cut to the behavioral health budget it will directly impact rehabilitation
programs for people experiencing severe mental illness. The purpose of the
program is to provide a safe place for clients to come where they are free from
stigma; receive assistance with identifying and obtaining resources; and to
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Name: Shanthee Acker
Representing: Sitka Counseling and Prevention Services
Bill #/Subject: HB256, HB257
Committee & Hearing Date: Finance 3/2/16

1 am a Direct Service Provider at the Harbor Lights program here in Sitka. | am the one that
engages directly with these severely mentally ill clients on a daily basis attempting to teach and
model skills so that they can have an opportunity to live their life in a healthy and fulfilling way.
| see first-hand the struggles and extra hardships they experience that you and | should be so
fucky we don’t have to face. And if you do, then you will resonate and understand my point as
why | strongly support the services being offered to this population.

These clients suffer from various disorders such as post-traumatic stress disorder, fetal alcohol
syndrome, traumatic brain injury, depression, anxiety (the list goes on.) All of these disorders
are implemented in more people than you realize. | am certain that every single one of you
have experienced mental illness to some degree or know someone close to you that is currently
suffering and feeling hopeless because of the extra challenges that they are faced with every
single day of their lives, and are unable to receive the help and guidance to live the life that
everyone else gets the opportunity of living.

And if you think you do not know anyone with mental iliness, perhaps you should start asking
questions...and be prepared to have your mind blown. You need to get an idea of what it is like
to live life in their shoes. More people need these services that are offered that you realize.

The staff at this agency all understands the importance of our roles as we are a lot of our
client’s only means of support. | have countless stories of how | have assisted my clients in
finding ways to learn how to manage their difficulties a bit easier, and how they have shared
amazing experiences where they have overcome longtime hurdles due to the persistence and
support from our staff believing in our companies vision. And these clients are the ones to
notice it and graciously thank us. But to sum up basically what | do as a Direct Service Provider
and what | have come to realize, is | am someone who knows their potential of doing great
things not only for themselves, but for their loved ones and society in general. They are learning
how to healthfully cope, manage and accept these challenges and evolve in becoming a better
person rather than wasting away.

Life is tough as it is. Go ahead and imagine what it would be like for YOU to be at the bottom of
the pits, feeling hopeless, confused, and embarrassed for something that you did not ask to be
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Name: Danielle Rider
Representing: Sitka Counseling and Prevention Services
Bill #/Subject: HB256, HB257
Committee & Hearing Date: Finance 3/2/16

As a Direct Service Provider {DSP) of Sitka Counseling and Prevention Services we work hands on with a
variety of different Clients ranging from severe Bipolar, Post-Traumatic Stress and personality disorders.
All of the Clients that we work with require extra support to get through their day to day lives. Without
the supports of Sitka Counseling DSPs many of our Clients would never leave their homes and would
eventually be institutionalized with 24hour care. With the help of Sitka Counseling our Clients are able
to get help with all aspects of their lives from leaving their homes to do simple household errands like
shopping to maintaining a safe home environment. We are also able to assist our Clients with
integrating into the public by teaching them necessary social skills and ways to cope with their mental
health symptoms.

Not only do places like Sitka Counseling provide a safe place for Clients with severe mental illnesses to
be and learn skills to be part of the public but we help Clients access services such as adult public
assistance, housing assistance, Social Security, and much, much more. Without access to services such
as these our clients would not have the resources necessary to acquire safe housing or have the means
of shopping for food or other necessary items and instead end up adding to the homeless population.

Places like Sitka Counseling prevent s¢ many people from being a burden on society and allows them the
opportunity to learn how to maintain an independent life style.
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Name: Cameron Mutchler
Representing: Sitka Counseling and Prevention Services
Bill #/Subject: HB256, HB257
Committee & Hearing Date: Finance 3/2/16

As a Direct Service Provider [ help individuals, on a daily basis, to learn basic living and social
skills while actively practicing coping mechanisms for various mental ilinesses. As a behavioral heajth
rehabilitation center, what we do is act as crutches for our clients with the goal of allowing them to
eventually develop the skills and coping mechanisms to completely integrate into society. Without our
intervention, and the intervention of agencies like ours, the future for severely mentally ifl individuals
would be bleak indeed.

Without the intervention of behavioral health rehabilitation facilities the opportunities and
futures of severely mentally ifl individuals would be limited to: being committed, incarcerated,
homeless, or withering away in their darkened homes. With behavioral health rehabilitation facilities,

our clients can experience a maximum of freedom and opportunity for improvement while minimizing

their burden on saciety.

Cameron Mutcher

il Wiy~
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY
Name: Mary Elizabeth McCormick
Representing: Sitka Counseling and Prevention Services
Bill #/Subject: HB256, HB257
Committee & Hearing Date: Finance 3/2/16

| have been a client at Sitka Counseling for five years and the services | receive from Harbor
Lights have helped me control my temper, not burning down houses and not beating the living
daylights out of people. If | did not have these services | would have blown up BIHA, Burnt
down a house on Peterson st, would have killed Joe’s ex-wife . The rehab services have been a
big influence on my anger management. On a scale of 1-10 these services to me are a 10+.
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY
Name: James Lapchynski
Representing: Sitka Counseling and Prevention Services
Bill #/Subject: HB256, HB257
Committee & Hearing Date: Finance 3/2/16

! have been a client of Sitka Counseling and Prevention Services for eight years. The mental health
rehab services | have received have helped me get my benefits, it is a safe place for me to come and |
have so much fun here. 1 have learned so much but can’t explain it in words. The people here are
always have a smile on their faces and will help me with whatever | need. They help me with reading
and understanding my mail because | can’t read or write very well. If | did not have these services then |
would prebably be on the street,




From: The Dochertys

To: House Finance
Subject: Regarding the Budget cuts
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 5:44:02 PM

Dear Members of the House Finance Committee,

From what | understand, the The Seed Potato Program and the Cooperative
Extension Service is on the chopping block. Please do not cut these

vital programs! The Seed Potato Program is vital to ensure disease free
potatoes - farmers need this safety measure! They grow disease free

plants in test tubes to make the disease free potatoes that we eat &

sell to local farmers. The Cooperative Extension is the heart of the
gardening community throughout the state. In Anchorage, the gardening
community relies on information and assistance from the Cooperative
Extension. There have been so many losses in the Agriculture arena
already, this cut would effectively gut the gardening community
completely. This would also be a huge blow to agricultural research and
food security in the state. With "Food Security" being a big issue in

our semi-isolated state, it would be a big mistake to remove these programs.

The Cooperative Extension in Anchorage assists the public in so many ways:
1. Working with refugees to help them become self sustaining by raising
& selling produce at the Farmer's Market

2. Working with home gardeners to teach & guide them in growing food;
the Master Gardener Program has taught 1000's of people gardening
techniques throughout the state to grow food as well as ornamental
plants to make Alaska beautiful. Food banks benefit from local farmer's
extra produce as well.

3. Nutritionists help the public to handle and prepare foods safely.

4. 1t is well documented as to how the 4-H program helps youth
development, and those benefited by these programs excel in their

lives. These are yours and our children we're talking about.

5. The IPM program assists gardeners by helping to identify pests and
use pesticides safely. There is nothing else available that provides

this service.

If you have to dip into the Permanent fund to do this, or increase taxes
a bit, I would gladly pay than see these programs discarded.

If you value local (SAFE!) produce and gardeners, please spare these
programs.

Thank you.
Gina Docherty
Master Gardener, Retired Nurse, Registered Voter


mailto:docherty@alaska.net
mailto:lhscfin@akleg.gov

From: Mike M

To: House Finance
Subject: Operating and Mental Health Budgets
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 5:54:00 PM

Concerning Operating and Mental Health Budgets, | want to see more cuts than the $120
million from the Governor's budget, which is only 3%.

The goal should be to get to $4.5 billion overall so we can get to a sustainable budget.

We are in dire times as a state and as a nation. The time of protecting sacred cows in our
budget must be behind us. If agency chiefs are incapable of finding the means to operate on
severely cut budgets, then they ought to be replaced by those with the skills to lead in lean
times. We cannot continue down the path of denial. Living on less is the “new normal” that
we all must survive under now.

| have had to deal with severe cuts in my workplace. So it infuriates me to see coddled state
workers whining about having to make do with less. And this goes especially for the public
schools and university. They seem to live in a fictitious world that is isolated from brutal
economic realities of life. And it is only going to get worse.

Any taxes or cuts to the PFD imposed upon Alaskans should have those adjustments tied to
the price of oil, and should have an automatic sunset based upon the price of oil.

Sincerely,
Mike Mitchell
PO Box 73504

Fairbanks, AK 99707


mailto:mfamily@emypeople.net
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From: golson5470
To: House Finance

Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 5:56:30 PM

| would like to comment on the University's budget. In digging through committees and
subcommittee notes, | am quite surprized with the total outcomes or lack of outcomes. It
would further my interest in having the Univ budgets to be incorporated in the State of
Alaskas Accounting system. The University has been a golden child without having much
scrutiny from year to year. Looking at the 2015 outcomes below, | believe there needsto be a
major overhaul with this system.

FY 15 Outcomes: degrees, certificates and endorsements totalled 4,678. This encompasees, |
believe 18 locations statewide.

With a budget around one billion dollars, I would have expected more graduates, more full
time students (15,675).

| think we should close down all Universities with the exception of Anchorage and Fairbanks
and reduce Juneau to a community college. |1 would encourage distance learning statewide for
general studiesto provide a gateway for students to complete a degree in Anchorage or
Fairbanks.

This of course, meansthat all credits are transferrable from all the Universities including
Juneau.

Thiswould eliminate multi chancellors and vice chancellors throughout the university system.
Eliminate intercollegiate sportsin colleges. Encourage intramural sports to provide activites
for more students.

For the Juneau campus, dorms could become affordable housing, and buildings could be used
for state offices to eliminate current leased space.

Eliminate custodial and grounds keepers with work study students. This could be for all
campusess.

Eliminate the redundacies of degree programs at each campus. Example, Fairbanks could have
the emphasisin engineering.

Eliminate the cooperative extension service. There is so much information that is available on
the web or through local community groups.

Eliminate state funding for research. Tap private endowments for projects. Since alot of
research isrelated to oil and mineral extraction, the oil and mining companies would be a
prime candidate for donorship, along with federal grants.

| enjoy watching gavel to gavel and hope the legislature will leave funding in for public
broadcasting. | have liked being part of the budget process.


mailto:golson5470@gmail.com
mailto:lhscfin@akleg.gov

Other comments pertaining to the education budget:
Eliminate all pre-k funding, such as besting beginnings, parents as teachers, and head-start.

Reduce the number of superintendents in the public school system. It isappalling to me that

we have 7 or 8 school districts and 53 superintendents. And who knows how many assistant
superintendents.

And FINALLY... WANT THE ANCHORAGE LIO TO BE CLOSED DOWN AND ALL
LEGISLATORS MOVED TO THE ATWOOD BUILDING. LEAD BY EXAMPLE!!!

Thank you for letting me be part of the budget discussion. And taking my ideas for
consideration.

G.Ole Olson

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy Tab®4



From: cdbergstrom@amail.com

To: House Finance
Subject: House Finance 519
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 5:28:33 PM

| am writing to advocate for Parents As Teachers funding for the State of Alaskal This program is particularly
needed in small communities like Tok, Alaska where there are no other opportunitiesin the community for parents
and very young children!!!

This program provides information and opportunities for families to promote growth and development in their
children!!!

Research shows that early brain development is crucial to future success in adol escents!

Please reconsider cutting this funding and put money back for our States most valuable citizens and the future of our
Statel

It is better to build children than repair adults!!!!

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Cindy Bergstrom

Sent from my iPhone


mailto:cdbergstrom@gmail.com
mailto:lhscfin@akleg.gov

From: billmarkis

To: House Finance
Subject: Budget Input
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 5:30:32 PM

The late Bob Reeve is reported to have said about his airline business “the intake has to equal the
exhaust or we are all going down” which sums up our states fiscal problem.

It is often pointed out that if all the state employees were eliminated Alaska’s budget would still be in the
red and you Republicans still persist on only working on budget cuts and are attempting to kick the can
down the road about any increases to revenues.

By dithering along with bills about Planned Parenthood, guns on the UAA campus and suing the federal
government and governor it is now official according to Moody’s Analytics “Alaska Enters Recession” and
since January, S& P, Fitch and Moody's have either changed their ratings for Alaskafor the
worse, or put the state on a negative watch.

You in the legislature are having to deal with the “damned if you do and damned if you don't” situation but
doing nothing will result in bigger problems later and hopefully electoral punishment for those elected
officials that fail to act and any schemes to raise revenue with new taxes and fees will also put you in the
same risk.

You have been elected to your offices to serve the people of the State of Alaska not just the large
companies and the wealthy so now do what is best for Alaska and not serve only your individual re-
election prospects.

Try to do the least harm to our fellow Alaskans that have the least when you do start working on any new
taxes and cast a wide net so we all can take a fair share of the needed load.

Your concerned Alaskan voter,

Gary W. (Bill) Markis


mailto:billmarkis@gci.net
mailto:lhscfin@akleg.gov




Denakkanaaga, Jne.  oonoes:

March 2, 2016

The Honorable Mark Neuman, Co-Chair
The Honorable Steve Thompson, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

Alaska State Capital, Room 505 and 515
Juneau, Alaska 99811-1182

Subject: Support for Senior Benefits, Senior Community Based Grants, and Medicaid Adult Dental (HB
256 and HB 257, Department of Health and Social Services Operating Budget)

Dear Chair Neuman and Chair Thompson:

Denakkanaaga, the regional non-profit that represents Native elders 55 and older in Interior Alaska,
thanks you for this opportunity to comment on the proposed operating budget cuts that affect seniors.
We know you have a difficult task, but urge you to reconsider these cuts as they will greatly impact our -
elders, their lives and health.

Senior Benefits, Division of Public Assistance

The proposed reduction of $5,137,000 from this program will impact 5,483 seniors — many of whom are
women and rely on the funds for food, housing, heat and medications. And being on a fixed income, the
cuts will make a huge difference in what they can afford to maintain a healthy life.

State Heating Assistance Program, Division of Public Assistance

We would like to reiterate the fact of the high cost of fuel in our rural areas. We hope that the cuts
proposed do not affect those elders receiving this assistance in our villages.

General Relief, Division of Senior and Disabilities Services

We urge you to reconsider this reduction, many of our elders that we serve, come into the hub areas like
Fairbanks and need help for placement in assistance living. Many are on a fixed income. Our villages does
not have assisted living facilities, they must come to the city and being on a fixed income they cannot find
affordable or safe housing. Many do not qualify for the_Medicaid Alaskans Living Independently Waiver
program and it can take up to a year to be placed in assistance living. With this program many of our
people have the opportunity to stay within their home communities much longer. This also impacts
seniors with dementia, and therein lies another obstacle, many have to travel to South Central or Sitka
for care as there is not facilities in the Interior.

Seruing the Etdens of Tuterion /laska

101 Dunkel Street, Suite 135, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone: (907) 451-3900 Fax: (907) 451-3909



The Honorable Mark Neuman, Co-Chair
The Honorable Steve Thompson, Co-Chair
March 2, 2016

Page 2 of 2

We thank you for this opportunity to address these important programs and hope you will reevaluate
these cut. Our foundation is our Elders. Their guidance, support, and presence is valuable, your
reconsideration to these particular programs would be appreciated as they greatly impact the valuable
population of our state. Please feel free to contact me at (907) 451-3900 for further information.

Sincerely,
ﬂ/ 57’(“0% /M . Ln/l-é &mf\ L
) . -
Anna Frank, Sharon McConnell
Denakkanaaga Board of Director’s 2" Chief Executive Director

Serving the Eldens of Tutencon rlaska

101 Dunkel Street, Suite 135, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone: (907) 451-3900 Fax: (907) 451-3909



From: Patricia Bessette

To: House Finance

Cc: mcconnell; afrank@gci.net; denise.daniello@alaska.gov
Subject: Written Testimony 3.2.16 SFY Budget

Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 5:06:40 PM
Attachments: 3.2.16 Senior Benefits.pdf

Good afternoon, attached is a written testimony is support for senior benefits.

Sincerely,
Patricia Bessette for

Sharon McConnell, Executive Director, Denakkanaaga, Inc.

Patricia Bessette
Administrative Assistant
Denakkanaaga, Inc.

101 Dunkel Street, Ste. 135
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone: 907-451-3900
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Denakkanaaga, Jne.  oonoes:

March 2, 2016

The Honorable Mark Neuman, Co-Chair
The Honorable Steve Thompson, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

Alaska State Capital, Room 505 and 515
Juneau, Alaska 99811-1182

Subject: Support for Senior Benefits, Senior Community Based Grants, and Medicaid Adult Dental (HB
256 and HB 257, Department of Health and Social Services Operating Budget)

Dear Chair Neuman and Chair Thompson:

Denakkanaaga, the regional non-profit that represents Native elders 55 and older in Interior Alaska,
thanks you for this opportunity to comment on the proposed operating budget cuts that affect seniors.
We know you have a difficult task, but urge you to reconsider these cuts as they will greatly impact our -
elders, their lives and health.

Senior Benefits, Division of Public Assistance

The proposed reduction of $5,137,000 from this program will impact 5,483 seniors — many of whom are
women and rely on the funds for food, housing, heat and medications. And being on a fixed income, the
cuts will make a huge difference in what they can afford to maintain a healthy life.

State Heating Assistance Program, Division of Public Assistance

We would like to reiterate the fact of the high cost of fuel in our rural areas. We hope that the cuts
proposed do not affect those elders receiving this assistance in our villages.

General Relief, Division of Senior and Disabilities Services

We urge you to reconsider this reduction, many of our elders that we serve, come into the hub areas like
Fairbanks and need help for placement in assistance living. Many are on a fixed income. Our villages does
not have assisted living facilities, they must come to the city and being on a fixed income they cannot find
affordable or safe housing. Many do not qualify for the_Medicaid Alaskans Living Independently Waiver
program and it can take up to a year to be placed in assistance living. With this program many of our
people have the opportunity to stay within their home communities much longer. This also impacts
seniors with dementia, and therein lies another obstacle, many have to travel to South Central or Sitka
for care as there is not facilities in the Interior.

Seruing the Etdens of Tuterion /laska

101 Dunkel Street, Suite 135, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone: (907) 451-3900 Fax: (907) 451-3909
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The Honorable Steve Thompson, Co-Chair
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We thank you for this opportunity to address these important programs and hope you will reevaluate
these cut. Our foundation is our Elders. Their guidance, support, and presence is valuable, your
reconsideration to these particular programs would be appreciated as they greatly impact the valuable
population of our state. Please feel free to contact me at (907) 451-3900 for further information.

Sincerely,
ﬂ/ 57’(“0% /M . Ln/l-é &mf\ L
) . -
Anna Frank, Sharon McConnell
Denakkanaaga Board of Director’s 2" Chief Executive Director

Serving the Eldens of Tutencon rlaska

101 Dunkel Street, Suite 135, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone: (907) 451-3900 Fax: (907) 451-3909






From: Dreana Brown

To: House Finance
Subject: Cut the State Operating Budget!
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 4:58:42 PM

Dear House Finance Committee General,
| am writing you today because | am concerned about our state deficit.

Right now it looks like we will be running a deficit of $3.5 billion for the second year in a
row.

But please do not raise my taxesin order to fix this problem. Instead, we should cut our state
operating budget by at least $500 million.

| am asking you today to please cut the state operating budget!

Thank you,

Dreana Brown

9300 Glenn Haven Dr Apt D3
Anchorage, AK 99502
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From: Irena Adams

To: House Finance
Subject: Plead to restore OWL funding that vital for Unalaska community
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 4:08:00 PM

To Whom It might Concern

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am school librarian from the most wonderful school district UCSD, that for years remains
one of the top school in the State of Alaska and across USA.

We are located on isolated tiny island located 900 miles from nearest city. Y et our students
prevails. they earn gold medals in the language competitions, they win poetry and art contests,
striving above state average. It would not be possible if we did not had sufficient internet
connection on the island.

Thisiswhy | add my voice to plead against cuts for library internet funding.

OWL (Online With Libraries) funding, which was included in the Alaska Governor's budget
but was cut entirely by the finance education subcommittee, should be restored. Without this
funding, it would cost us $40,000 to keep our internet connection in Unalaska, which would
increase the library’ s internet budget by more than 700%!

- Our internet connection, which we share with the school to save money, costs $159,492 per
year.

0 Federa e-rate funds pay $79,746 of this cost. OWL pays $35,074.

o If welose OWL funding and are unable to make up the difference with city funds, we will
lose much of this $79,746 in federal funding.

o If we start charging patrons for internet use, we will lose al of the federal funding.

- Internet is tremendously expensive on the island, and many residents do not have home
internet. They need this connection to apply for jobs, do their income taxes, apply for the
PFD, continue their education, pay their bills, and connect with their families and the outside

world.

- Thelibrary isthe only source of free internet, open to all, on the island.
Samples of programs and services that were made possible by OWL.:

- Unalaska City School students were able to take a virtual tour of the UAF campus and ask
questions about college life.

- Elementary students were able to talk with NASA scientists and take a tour of the space
capsule.

- Students at UAF, UAA, and UAS are able to take online classes at the library.

- Several patrons have mentioned to me that they are using the library internet to operate small


mailto:iadams@ucsd.net
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businesses.
- A dad reads children’ s books to his kids via Skype in the library’ s children’ s room.
- Patrons have job interviews via Skype.

- We are hoping to offer an SAT class through an Anchorage instructor this year, but it will
not be possible without high-speed internet and videoconferencing capability.

Please keep OWL alive!

Irena Adams
Unalaska City School
Library coordinator

tadams@ucsd.net
907)581-1222
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From: David miller

To: House Finance
Subject: Cut the State Operating Budget!
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 4:10:46 PM

Dear House Finance Committee General,
| am writing you today because | am concerned about our state deficit.

Right now it looks like we will be running a deficit of $3.5 billion for the second year in a
row.

But please do not raise my taxesin order to fix this problem. Instead, we should cut our state
operating budget by at least $500 million.

| am asking you today to please cut the state operating budget!

Thank you,

David miller

2566 Meadow Ln
Juneau, AK 99801
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From: Vendettis@aol.com

To: House Finance
Subject: Testimony from Anchorage
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 4:13:32 PM

Dear Members of the House Finance Committee:

| am hoping this email is read into the record. | have really lost my voice due to pneumonia and no one
can hear me.

| am asking that the drastic cuts proposed that will affect our seniors, our disabled and behavioral health
not happen. The recommended budget cuts from the Governor, while painful, did not completely attack a
vulnerable group of Alaskans. The recommendations being proposed by the Legislature are completely
insane.

I am asking that you make decisions that benefit our vulnerable population rather than hurt them further. |
ask that you look at revenue options rather than cut to the bone. Many of the projects on the table aren't
a trade off for people. The Knik bridge, the Juneau road, etc....

The LIO is a great example. How can you support this expenditure while also supporting cuts that will
deny food and medicine to seniors, treatment for many suffering with mental health issues, and impact

our disabled communities?

Please provide for our people, not for "things". Please vote with integrity and honesty. Look in your
hearts and "do the right thing". Vote in a way that you can tell your children and grandchildren about
proudly; in a way your own parents would have applauded.

Shelly Vendetti-Vuckovich
8411 Berry Patch Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99502
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From: Bob and Carol Thompson

To: House Finance

Cc: Rep. Jim Colver; Sen. Click Bishop
Subject: Public Testimony on the State Budget
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 4:19:14 PM

| understand the difficult situation the State of Alaska has found itself with the drop in ail
production and prices. | am a non-partisan voter that votesin every election and am afiscal
conservative. | also believe in the power of government to make citizens' lives better and
support the important work done by the state. It is time, however, to look at programs and
support in anew way. We do not have unlimited resources, but we are fortunate that we do
have sufficient resources.

To keep this message succinct, | have added bullets below that outline my positions and
desires for legidlative budgeting this year.

o Enhanced revenues are amust this year, not just cuts and use of the CBR to balance the
budget. Ratings agencies will make us pay the price if we do not act thisyear.

« My first choice for enhanced revenue is use of permanent fund earnings. There are
many options as to just how this can be done. Creating an endowment, as suggested by
the governor, isan intriguing option. Thisis ahard political decision and | will support
any member of the legislature that votes to use permanent fund earnings, although it
will reduce future dividends.

e My second choiceis either asalestax or incometax. | believe a salestax is more
pal atable to the people of Alaska, but it must have features to make it less regressive.
We will never balance our budgets on the backs of the poorest members of our society.

« Itisobviousthat reductionsin our budget are also necessary, and | support efforts to do
so. However, we cannot cut our way to a balanced budget. So, the decisions are about
what Alaskans are willing to pay for. The outcry from some Alaskans to devastate the
state budget and not pay taxes, while loud and intense, represents a vocal minority, and
it is an unworkable solution.

e Budget reductions this year, coming on the heels of a $400 million reduction last year,
should be in the $300-$400 million range. Cutting beyond that risks throwing the state
into along-term recession that will further complicate matters.

o First and foremost on my budget cutting list is reducing credits to oil companies. This
program to encourage exploration and development is needed, but it is unaffordable in
its current form. Just three or four years hence we could easily be paying oil companies
more than we are taking in. This makes no sense. Please adjust this program.

« | do not believe cuts to public safety, transportation, health and human services, and
education are in the public interest. These agencies sustained cuts last year and further
cuts will adversely affect Alaskans. If revenue enhancements are utilized, cuts to these
agencies are not necessary. | realize that this does not leave much to cut, but
realistically, there is not much left to cut in the budget without affecting the lives of
people that depend on the state for their wellbeing.

o Finaly, it isimportant for legislators to be honest, courageous and informative with the
Alaskan public on these issues. To go along with ideas that we can cut our budget and
not enhance revenues this year is being disingenuous. When responding to comments, it
isimportant for constituents to hear from legislators that a solution to the problem
requires enhanced revenue. Frankly, | do not hear that alot and believe that only makes
your job harder in the end. Honestly prepare the public for what is coming and it will be
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easier for everyone.

Thank you.

Bob Thompson
9757 N Waldo Reed Rd
Palmer, Alaska



From: Eillymcc@aol.com

To: House Finance

Cc: bill. walker@alaska.gov; pat.pitney@alaska.gov; cnmclaughlin@jeffnet.org; dschenk@pfpalaska.org;
ave2cg@gmail.com; randall.burns@alaska.gov

Subject: Testimony supporting inclusion o Partners Reentry Center in the Operating Budget

Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 4:21:29 PM

Cochairmen and Members of House Finance Committee:

Operating Partners Reentry Center in FY 17 will require $685,000 from DHSS.
With this, we are assisting up to 70 people aday. The program has been operating
since FY 14 and has been successfully closing the revolving door of recidivism, and
saving the state far more than it costs.

We believe DHSS is an appropriate source for the funding, because recidivism
reduction is as much a matter of behavioral health asit is of corrections.

Using a private non-profit to provide necessary public servicesis a good way for the
State to do more with less.

Unlike a state agency, Partners Reentry Center can move nimbly and swiftly to
address immediate needs. The Center's use of Medically Assisted Treatment for
heroin addicts, together with treatment to correct criminal thinking errors, isjust
one example.

Respectfully,

Partnersfor Progress Board of Directors
Janet McCabe, Community Planner, Chair
Mary Hilcoske, Organizational Management Specialist, Vice-Chair

Mark Schneiter, CPA, Treasurer
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Cristy Willer, Operations Director, Cook Inlet Tribal Council, Secretary
Troy Buckner, Reentry Housing Provider

Rev. Jim Duncan, Satewide Chaplaincy Coordinator

Billy Houser, Electronic Monitoring Specialist

James Wanamaker, Retired District Court Judge

Ron Wilson, Alaska Therapeutic Court Alumni Group

Megan Zlatos, Writer/Media Specialist



From: Chuck Berray

To: House Finance

Cc: Rep. Harriet Drummond

Subject: State Budget testimony

Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 4:22:04 PM

| am sorry | am not able to testify in person, so here are my thoughts on the Alaska budget.

| support cutting the Permanent Fund dividend in half--with acaveat. Let's makeit for 4 years
and then revisit and vote to continue or return to full share depending on our economic health
then. Everyonein this state needsto have skin in the game. Yes, | redlize cutting the
dividend will impact lower income residents to a greater degree, but this method treats every
single Alaskan as an absolute equal .

Impose an income tax. Thiswill not affect lower income residents as much.

Impose a State salestax. Make grocery and drug purchases exempt.

Y ou cannot cut our way out of thisfiscal crisis. You all know the figures--lay off every single
State employee and it still won't be enough, but you will drive this State into arecession the

likes of which it has never seen.

Let'sall give up alittle, instead of some (mainly State Employees) giving up everything, to
make it through these trying times.

Sincerely,
Charles Berray

17015 Nickleen St.
Anchorage, AK. 99516
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From: laureneburnham@gmail.com on behalf of Lauren Burnham

To: House Finance
Subject: Written testimony for budget hearing 3-2-2016
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 4:39:37 PM

| understand that the budget needs to be balanced. | think that the only way this can happen is
if you, the legidature, do a combination of the following:

cut back on spending

Cap PFD payment

Institute income tax

Create a statewide sales tax

reduce by half the amount put into inflation proof the PFD.

gk wdNPE

The PFD isthe largest sacred cow in our state. But the PFD was not meant to create a
generation dependent on oil revenue to make it through the winter. It was meant to share the
oil revenue the state brought in with all Alaskan residents. Well, the state isn't bringing in oil
revenue anymore, and it istime to spend the money to provide the services we need.

| know that more has to be cut, but shutting state offices and centralizing servicesis doing a
great disserviceto the rural areas. ASis cutting funding to mental health and the justice
system. Those are problems that do not decrease ssmply because there is afiscal downturn.
More often mental issues and crime increases.

It wouldn't be beneficial to cut off the PFD completely. People have come to depend on that
money. We need to be weaned off of it. Setting a cap on the dividend payout would provide
people with a PFD, but would also balance the budget.

Continually inflation proofing the PFD is great to make it "permanent” but what is the point of
afund that cannot support itself. The money we use to inflation proof the dividend should be
used in part to ease the debt of Alaska.

Sincerely,

Lauren E Burnham
PO Box 872
Discovery Lane
Tok, AK 99780
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From: Sharon Winner

To: House Finance
Subject: Budget shortfall
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 4:03:05 PM

| amin favor of abalance of cuts (but NOT to education!) and new revenues. The new taxes
should not be regressive. So no state sales tax. | prefer an income tax based on a percentage of
the federal income tax. | also support cutting the PFD checks somewhat, so that more money
can be reinvested, providing an endowment for funding state government together with tax
revenues. Also, please STOP spending money on futile lawsuits, unneeded legidlator travel &
per diem, studies on the L10, and oil tax credits to companies who end up paying nothing in
taxes to our supposed "owner state."

Finally, PLEASE, DO IT THISYEAR!!!

Sharon M. Winner

Winner & Associates, P.C.
900 W. 5th Avenue, Suite 700
Anchorage, AK 99501-2044
Phone: 907-277-9522

Fax: 907-277-4510
swinner@winnerlaw.com
http://wwwi/winnerlaw.com
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John D. Stelling Jr.
PO Box 518
Dillingham, Alaska

99576

Dear Finance Committee Members,

My Suggestions:

e Change laws requiring non-violent Drug/Alcohol offenders to complete a rehab program in leu
of jail time [Insurance will often cover costs of rehab clinics/people do not learn in jail.]
e Please tear down prisons and build education to invest in our future.

e Propose an income tax with a residential tax credit of (approximate/actual) amount of PFD
value.

John Stelling



Page 1
In regards to House Bill 256: Operating Budget

I respectfully request the consideration of the Finance Committee on the
topic of state funding for Public Radio. I understand that the State of Alaska
faces a budget crisis. Yet I believe that eliminating funding for Public Radio
will destroy an essential communications network here in rural Alaska.

I live in the island community of Petersburg, where the radio station
provides many services, in terms of local, statewide, national and
international news, community announcements and the airing of public
meetings. KFSK is designated our local Emergency Broadcasting station for
natural disasters and Amber Alerts.

A few weeks ago, the importance of KFSK's role in emergency broadcasting
became very real when an inmate escaped from the downtown jail on a
weekday morning, and remained at large as police pursued him through
town. He remained at large for five hours. During that time the hospital and
the school were both locked down.

I would not have wanted to wait for Channel 2 Evening news in Anchorage
to report on the story. Nor would I want to wait 6 days for the weekly paper
to tell me what was happening.

This is not the first lockdown here in town. I still remember the looks on the
faces of the women I worked with when the school was locked down for the
first time. It was good we had KFSK announcing the children were safe, and
what was happening as police pursued another potentially dangerous
individual.

KFSK also was instrumental in keeping the community and outlying areas
informed when we had a tsunami warning in effect a few years ago.

In some places like Anchorage, there are other radio stations that can act as
emergency broadcasters. That is not available here in many rural parts of the
State. Public radio provides a literal lifeline in these places.



Page 2

Some legislators have asked "what about cellphones and Smartphones and
computers?"

I work at the local Clinic, and at the Courthouse. I have also worked at the
Public Library. In my experience, there is a large percentage of people in our
town and the outlying areas who cannot afford regular cellphone service, or
a computer, or cable service. Often people have shared phones, short-term
prepaid phones or use the computer at the Public Library. This does not
afford ready access to information when there is an emergency.

I am asking you not to severely cut the funds to Public Broadcasting.
Eliminating funding will cause public radio stations like KFSK to lose
federal funding, and our budgets cannot sustain this hit. Public radio stations
would close and an essential rural communication service would be lost.

I recognize the dire situation you face trying to come up with a state budget.
I work three jobs trying to meet my budget. These are tough economic times.
I do support a percentage income tax based on the amount of federal income
tax a person pays. I also believe that perhaps receiving permanent fund
could be based on income level as well. There are people in rural areas that
have few other sources of income at all.

Thank you for your consideration.
gmtu “\ O Ag, ,\Jj

Julie Hursey

PO Box 213

Petersburg, Alaska
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Thank you for submitting my written comments to the record.

Sincerely,
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Thank you for submitting my written comments to the record.

Smcerely

%% %Mﬂ (F fz (KC{) //) | | (Updated 4/9/2013)




From: D. Tyrell McGirt

To: House Finance
Subject: SUPPORT OWL FUNDING
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 3:58:49 PM

Good day. |1 am D. Tyrell McGirt, City of Unalaska Department of Parks, Culture and
Recreation (PCR) Director. The Unalaska Public Library falls under the PCR department.

| was disheartened to hear that funds to support the OWL program have been removed from
the Governor’ s budget. Thiswill have a costly impact on the Unalaska Public Library’s
budget and potentially put citizensthat live here at a greater disadvantage of staying connect
to the outside world. | ask you to reconsider eliminating OWL funding.

Being able to offer recreational and library servicesin asmall rural remote place like Unalaska
helps attract families here, help families stay here, adds to the quality of life, and makes our
community alivable place. The cost of living in the Aleutian Islands is substantially more
and the internet cost is even higher. Currently the Unalaska Public Library isthe only place
on theisland where internet is free and open to all. We currently partner with the local school
district to offer internet services and save money. We depend on OWL funding coupled with
Federal e-rate funding to make accessible internet possible in our community and in our
schools.

With OWL funding the Unalaska Public Library has been able to support educational
opportunities for the Unalaska City School District, support Unalaska small businesses, and
support citizens and seasonal workers by having a place for them to stay connected to loved
ones off the island, pay bills, get additional training and education, apply for jobs, complete
taxes, and apply for PFD.

Please continue funding the OWL program. Rural Alaska greatly benefits from the service.
Thank you.

D. Tyrel McGirt, Director
City of Unalaska | Department of Parks, Culture and Recreation
Post Office Box 610 | Unalaska, Alaska 99685


mailto:dtyrell@ci.unalaska.ak.us
mailto:lhscfin@akleg.gov

907.581.1297 ext. 5110 | 907.581.2989 Fax
Alaska Recreation and Park Association
National Recreation and Park Association



From: Cora Holmes

To: House Finance

Subject: Fwd: Owl Internet funding in UNALASKA, Alaska
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 3:56:08 PM

>

> To whom it may concern:

>

> Please restore the OWL funding included by the governor in his budget and cut by the finance education
subcommittee. As alibrary employeein Unalaskafor eight years | saw firsthand the need for free readily available
Internet service in that community of transient multilingual residents. The loss would devastate the canneries,
schools, and general public.

>

> CoraHolmes

> Library staff 2004-2012

>

> Sent from my iPad


mailto:chernofskighost@yahoo.com
mailto:lhscfin@akleg.gov

3/1/16

To the Alaska State Legislature:

The Department of Public Safety gives the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault a
mere $200,000 to fund Batterer’s Intervention Programs. This funding has not increased in over
20 years. This money is spread thinly between multiple programs. These programs are the only
best practice treatment for male and female domestic violence offenders. If this funding is cut,
these programs will shut down. Alaska has the highest rate of domestic violence in the United
States. These programs work to help these offenders become non-violent. To lose these programs
would be a serious loss for our state, for the victims — including the children of the offenders, and
our communities. Please keep that small amount of funding intact. It is crucial to the efforts to
reduce the amount of domestic violence and child abuse in Alaska.

Sincerely-

City: ?{L-\I\/)r_-—v\ XD
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To the Alaska State Legislature:

The Department of Public Safety gives the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault a
mere $200,000 to fund Batterer’s Intervention Programs. This funding has not increased in over
20 years. This money is spread thinly between multiple programs. These programs are the only
best practice treatment for male and female domestic violence offenders. If this funding is cut,
these programs will shut down. Alaska has the highest rate of domestic violence in the United
States. These programs work to help these offenders become non-violent. To lose these programs
would be a serious loss for our state, for the victims — including the children of the offenders, and
our communities. Please keep that small amount of funding intact. It is crucial to the efforts to
reduce the amount of domestic violence and child abuse in Alaska.
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To the Alaska State Legislature:

The Department of Public Safety gives the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault a
mere $200,000 to fund Batterer’s Intervention Programs. This funding has not increased in over
20 years. This money is spread thinly between multiple programs. These programs are the only
best practice treatment for male and female domestic violence offenders. If this funding is cut,
these programs will shut down. Alaska has the highest rate of domestic violence in the United
States. These programs work to help these offenders become non-violent. To lose these programs
would be a serious loss for our state, for the victims — including the children of the offenders, and
our communities. Please keep that small amount of funding intact. It is crucial to the efforts to
reduce the amount of domestic violence and child abuse in Alaska.

\
Sincerely-  JOS\A (.C;Q)M(:M’

city: Facbanks / NVorbn Ioke
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To the Alaska State Legislature:

The Department of Public Safety gives the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault a
mere $200,000 to fund Batterer’s Intervention Programs. This funding has not increased in over
20 years. This money is spread thinly between multiple programs. These programs are the only
best practice treatment for male and female domestic violence offenders. If this funding is cut,
these programs will shut down. Alaska has the highest rate of domestic violence in the United
States. These programs work to help these offenders become non-violent. To lose these programs
would be a serious loss for our state, for the victims — including the children of the offenders, and
our communities. Please keep that small amount of funding intact. It is crucial to the efforts to
reduce the amount of domestic violence and child abuse in Alaska.

Sincerely-
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To the Alaska State Legislature:

The Department of Public Safety gives the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault a
mere $200,000 to fund Batterer’s Intervention Programs. This funding has not increased in over
20 years. This money is spread thinly between multiple programs. These programs are the only
best practice treatment for male and female domestic violence offenders. If this funding is cut,
these programs will shut down. Alaska has the highest rate of domestic violence in the United
States. These programs work to help these offenders become non-violent. To lose these programs
would be a serious loss for our state, for the victims — including the children of the offenders, and
our communities. Please keep that small amount of funding intact. It is crucial to the efforts to
reduce the amount of domestic violence and child abuse in Alaska.

% .
Sincerely- = // ‘
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To the Alaska State Legislature:

The Department of Public Safety gives the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault a
mere $200,000 to fund Batterer’s Intervention Programs. This funding has not increased in over
20 years. This money is spread thinly between multiple programs. These programs are the only
best practice treatment for male and female domestic violence offenders. If this funding is cut,
these programs will shut down. Alaska has the highest rate of domestic violence in the United
States. These programs work to help these offenders become non-violent. To lose these programs
would be a serious loss for our state, for the victims — including the children of the offenders, and
our communities. Please keep that small amount of funding intact. It is crucial to the efforts to
reduce the amount of domestic violence and child abuse in Alaska.

Gty Loerbanl, R1C
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To the Alaska State Legislature:

The Department of Public Safety gives the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault a
mere $200,000 to fund Batterer’s Intervention Programs. This funding has not increased in over
20 years. This money is spread thinly between multiple programs. These programs are the only
best practice treatment for male and female domestic violence offenders. If this funding is cut,
these programs will shut down. Alaska has the highest rate of domestic violence in the United
States. These programs work to help these offenders become non-violent. To lose these programs
would be a serious loss for our state, for the victims — including the children of the offenders, and
our communities. Please keep that small amount of funding intact. It is crucial to the efforts to
reduce the amount of domestic violence and child abuse in Alaska.
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To the Alaska State Legislature:

The Department of Public Safety gives the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault a
mere $200,000 to fund Batterer’s Intervention Programs. This funding has not increased in over
20 years. This money is spread thinly between multiple programs. These programs are the only
best practice treatment for male and female domestic violence offenders. If this funding is cut,
these programs will shut down. Alaska has the highest rate of domestic violence in the United
States. These programs work to help these offenders become non-violent. To lose these programs
would be a serious loss for our state, for the victims — including the children of the offenders, and
our communities. Please keep that small amount of funding intact. It is crucial to the efforts to
reduce the amount of domestic violence and child abuse in Alaska.

Sincerely-
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To the Alaska State Legislature:

The Department of Public Safety gives the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault a
mere $200,000 to fund Batterer’s Intervention Programs. This funding has not increased in over
20 years. This money is spread thinly between multiple programs. These programs are the only
best practice treatment for male and female domestic violence offenders. If this funding is cut,
these programs will shut down. Alaska has the highest rate of domestic violence in the United
States. These programs work to help these offenders become non-violent. To lose these programs
would be a serious loss for our state, for the victims — including the children of the offenders, and
our communities. Please keep that small amount of funding intact. It is crucial to the efforts to
reduce the amount of domestic violence and child abuse in Alaska.

Sincerely- yds-hy\ é@dz,,,/é'f
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To the Alaska State Legislature:

The Department of Public Safety gives the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault a
mere $200,000 to fund Batterer’s Intervention Programs. This funding has not increased in over
20 years. This money is spread thinly between multiple programs. These programs are the only
best practice treatment for male and female domestic violence offenders. If this funding is cut,
these programs will shut down. Alaska has the highest rate of domestic violence in the United
States. These programs work to help these offenders become non-violent. To lose these programs
would be a serious loss for our state, for the victims — including the children of the offenders, and
our communities. Please keep that small amount of funding intact. It is crucial to the efforts to
reduce the amount of domestic violence and child abuse in Alaska.

Sincerely- | €0.nn P\ﬂ"\}@fg

Q‘f{{mﬂﬂ) P s’

G P baiy



3/1/16
To the Alaska State Legislature:

The Department of Public Safety gives the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault a
mere $200,000 to fund Batterer’s Intervention Programs. This funding has not increased in over
20 years. This money is spread thinly between multiple programs. These programs are the only
best practice treatment for male and female domestic violence offenders. If this funding is cut,
these programs will shut down. Alaska has the highest rate of domestic violence in the United
States. These programs work to help these offenders become non-violent. To lose these programs
would be a serious loss for our state, for the victims — including the children of the offenders, and
our communities. Please keep that small amount of funding intact. It is crucial to the efforts to
reduce the amount of domestic violence and child abuse in Alaska.

Sincerely-

g
City: %\,\ / &NJUS Ar\d/
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To the Alaska State Legislature

Please do not remove the custody presumption in AS.25.20.061. The current wording is fine the
way it is. Most domestic violence offenses never come to the attention of the police, for many
reasons. When they do they often don’t result in a conviction due to the understaffing of our
district attorney’s office. DV offenders rarely have safe parenting skills and often use custody
exchanges etc to further abuse their victim(s). Requiring treatment before an offender can get
custody has shown to be a safer option. Alaska has the highest rates of domestic violence in the
country. We need to be proactive in working with these families especially with the offenders so

the violence can stop.

Sincerely ﬂ"d{“/ 5" ;ﬂl_}wrw&r
Dk Vit 1§ a S f1°
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To the Alaska State Legislature

Please do not remove the custody presumption in AS.25.20.061. The current wording is fine the
way it is. Most domestic violence offenses never come to the attention of the police, for many
reasons. When they do they often don’t result in a conviction due to the understaffing of our
district attorney’s office. DV offenders rarely have safe parenting skills and often use custody
exchanges etc to further abuse their victim(s). Requiring treatment before an offender can get
custody has shown to be a safer option. Alaska has the highest rates of domestic violence in the
country. We need to be proactive in working with these families especially with the offenders so

the violence can stop.

Sincerely, |
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3/1/16
To the Alaska State Legislature

Please do not remove the custody presumption in AS.25.20.061. The current wording is fine the
way it is. Most domestic violence offenses never come to the attention of the police, for many
reasons. When they do they often don’t result in a conviction due to the understaffing of our
district attorney’s office. In my over 20 years experience in working with offenders, I can tell
you that DV offenders rarely have safe parenting skills and often use custody exchanges etc to
further abuse their victim(s). Requiring treatment before an offender can get custody has shown
to be a safer option. Alaska has the highest rates of domestic violence in the country. We need to
be proactive in working with these families especially with the offenders so the violence can

stop.
Sincerely,

ot

Lisa Hay, MFA, MSW, LCSW
Fairbanks, AK



From: Jacky Graham

To: House Finance
Subject: Please balance the budget
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 9:13:13 AM

Good morning,
Y our hearing from constituentsis key at thistime. | would like to make my opinion heard.

Please do everything you can to balance this budget and close the gap.

Slash every program to the bone. Do not hire new staff for government positions.

For the next couple of years, shutter extraneous facilities.

Raise taxes now without delay. A salestax on everything but food. A transportation tax to pay for Trooper patrols
on the Seward Hwy.

If we have to go 3 years without alarge PFD or any PFD at al, that is OK with me until we get this budget
balanced.

Most importantly grow balls, man up, woman up, and make the hard decisions now that are required of you as our
elected servants. Vote with courage and you will get my vote. Do nothing and you won't.

Thank you and good L uck,

NinaJ Graham
Girdwood


mailto:jacky@accentalaska.com
mailto:lhscfin@akleg.gov

From: Scott Anaya

To: alllegislators@akleg.gov; gov.alllegilators@akleg.gov
Cc: House Finance; Sen. Cathy Giessel

Subject: AK Budget

Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 3:48:36 PM

Dear Members of the Legidlature,

Pleasefirst:

- Cut wasteful dead-end boondoggle projects. Susitna dam, railroad spur, roads to no where
Juneau, Cordova, & the Rampart/Ambler Road.

-Reinin Oil Tax creditsto $10 Million & make them loans given towards only those projects
proven to show areturn on investment of our state dollars.

-Keep the Permanent Fund & the PFD intact- only use ONLY the excess earnings.

-NO to sales tax, NO to alcohol taxes

-No to taxe increases on small family fishermen

-Greatly increase mining and minerals taxes more than the Governor proposes.

-Then Consider an Income tax @ 7-10% of Federal

Scott Anaya
Alaskan Business Owner & Father

| ask that you consider cuts in the budget and any potential new revenue sources in order of
the least impact they have in hurting the overall Alaskan economy. Y our response to the
budget shortfall could make things far worse for our state.

Please keep education funding in-tact. No to school vouchers, yesto more charter & language
immersion schools. | support using the excess earnings of the Perm Fund for education, but
please keep the Fund & PFD in-tact.

Please do NOT implement a sales tax which would further burden our state's small businesses.

| am not sure why Alaskans support a regressive sales tax over an income tax that would treat
income levels more fairly aswell as capturing all of the outta state workers. Plus, deducting a
state income tax off of our federal taxes eases that burden more easily for al of uswho don't
itemize. Also collecting an incometax isless of aburden on Alaskan businesses compared to
asalestax.

Thank you for taking the time to hear my views.
Scott Anaya

owner/manager

CRUSH WineBistro & CelL Lar

www.cr ushak.com

Sent from my iPad. Pleaseforgive typos.


mailto:scottanaya@gmail.com
mailto:alllegislators@akleg.gov
mailto:gov.alllegilators@akleg.gov
mailto:lhscfin@akleg.gov
mailto:Sen.Cathy.Giessel@akleg.gov
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From: James Alborough

To: Rep. Mark Neuman
Cc: Rep. Les Gara; Rep. Steve Thompson; Rep. Dan Saddler; Rep. Cathy Munoz; Rep. Bryce Edgmon; Rep. Lynn

Gattis; Rep. Lance Pruitt; Rep. Tammie Wilson; Rep. David Guttenberg; Rep. Scott Kawasaki; Rep. Mike Hawker
Subject: OWL Funding Appeal
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 8:11:39 AM

Dear Mark and the rest of the House Finance Committee,

| am writing to you again to voice my support for the OWL program and to request that OWL
funding be re-instated into the budget. The relatively small expenditure on this program yields
exceptionally high value. Cutting the OWL program will not only create great expense and
hardship to libraries across the state, but will also jeopardize federal E-rate funding that pays
for the 60-90% of Alaska's high broadband costs to rural and remote libraries.

OWL is a critical program that enables us to provide basic internet service to Alaska residents.
| don’t need to remind you how essential this sort of service is in this day and age.

Sincerely,
James Alborough
Chair, Haines Borough Public Library Advisory Board

James Alborough
907-766-2082
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From: Brad & Sharon Hunter

To: House Finance
Subject: HB256
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 8:51:19 AM

To Whom It May Concern:

| recently found out that the legislature is considering seriously cutting funding to public radio
in the State of Alaska. Thisisabad idea. Public radio is critical to the communities of the
State, especially the small communities. By cutting the State funding you will effectively be
cutting the federal funding too, since we'll no longer have that qualifying matching funds.

Instead you should implement the governor’ s proposal for dealing with the funding shortfalls.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

Brad Hunter

Petersburg, Alaska

This email has been sent from a virus-free computer protected by Avast.
www.avast.com
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From: Stephens. Michael - NRCS, Delta Junction, AK

To: Rep. Scott Kawasaki; Rep. Tammie Wilson; Rep. Neal Foster; Rep. Paul Seaton; Rep. Liz Vazquez; Rep. Jim
Colver; Rep. Adam Wool; Sen. Pete Kelly; Sen. Anna MacKinnon; Sen. Gary Stevens; Sen. Johnny Ellis; Rep.
Mike Chenault; Rep. Lynn Gattis; Rep. David Guttenbera; Rep. Shelley Hughes; Rep. Wes Keller; Rep. Charisse

Millett; Rep. Mark Neuman; Rep. David Talerico; Sen. John Coghill; Sen. Click Bishop; Sen. Mike Dunleavy; Sen.
Charlie Huggins; Sen. Bill Stoltze; Fred Schlutt Jr

Subject: In Full Support of Forestry Extension through UAF-CES
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 8:49:40 AM
Attachments: Boreal Forest eNewsletter Fall-Winter 2015 FINAL.pdf

To All the Leaders and Decision makers of this Great State-
Asanatural resource conservationist myself, I believe in extension.

Especidly in a state covered in trees, please don't cut forestry extension. Glen does a great job
and we need more like him out there working with and for us all. Glen is awonderful man,
but it’s not just about Glen, its about reaching the masses with education and practical
experience that can be directly applied to ever day situations that we experience in Alaska. If
it weren't for people like Glen and othersin the CES, this state would be nowhere near what it
Is now, nor will we reach our potential asawholein this Union.

Thank you for taking the time to read my email to you. Thisisvery near and dear to me.

Respectfully,

Mike Stephens, NRCS
1420.5 Alaska Hwy

PO Box 547

Delta Junction, AK 99737
Office: 907.895.4241 ext. 110
Cell: 907.505.0772

Fax: 855.705.9787

From: Glen Holt [mailto:ggholt@al aska.edu]

Sent: Monday, February 29, 2016 7:20 PM

To: Rep. Scott Kawasaki ; Rep. Tammie Wilson ; Rep. Neal Foster ; Rep. Paul Seaton ; Rep.
Liz Vazquez ; Rep. Jim Colver ; Rep. Adam Wool ; Sen. Pete Kelly ; Sen. Anna MacKinnon ;
Sen. Gary Stevens; Sen. Johnny Ellis ; Representative.Mike.Chenault@akleg.gov;
Representative.L ynn.Gattis@akleg.gov; Representative.David.Guttenberg@akleg.gov;
Rep.Shelley.Hughes@akleg.gov; Representative.Wes.Keller@akleg.gov;
Representative.Charisse.Millett@akleg.gov; Representative.Mark.Neuman@akleg.gov;
Representative.Dave. Ta erico@akleg.gov; Senator.John.Coghill @akleg.gov;
Senator.Click.Bishop@akleg.gov; Senator.Mike.Dunleavy @akleg.gov;
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Interior Alaska Forest Science, Management Practices and News of Interest from the

University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service

From the editor:

What’s Inside

Last summer more than 5 million acres burned
in Alaska. The State Division of Forestry, Bureau
of Land Management and the Alaska Fire Service,
along with national wildland fire crews, suppression
experts and aircraft brought up from the Lower 48
and Canada, worked to fight the fires. More than Timber Harvest Methods
50 homes and structures were lost in Alaska. Many Promoting Forest
more were saved because of fire suppression efforts. Property loss was far Regeneration, Part 1
higher in the Lower 48 this year.

Forestry, Forest
Management & Their Future
iN Alaska ...cccceereeeereneccenceencene

The Forest Ecosystem &

Fire scientists and fire weather forecasters predict the possibility of larger, BiOGIVErSity coveeeeeeeeeeeeesaenren

more frequent and more intense wildfires in Alaska if our climatic change
continues. The Working Forest Group

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

In this edition we will briefly define some scientific methods in the prac-
tice of forestry, and we will review the modern forest management meth- The Cooperative Alaska
ods foresters use in Alaska. In this edition we will look at forest ecosystem Forest Inventory Project.....
and biodiversity and what some UAF forestry researchers are doing in
Alaska. We will also be introduced to a new nonprofit organization pro-
moting the “working forest” concept, outline Alaska’s black spruce tree spe- RIS FNEH ENI0)) EES
cies, begin to discuss the role of forest management and look at some forest [l fo)[=ld &R EII———
insect pest problems. And we look at several biomass projects in Interior
Alaska that were part of our recent biomass tour.

Black Spruce.........cceceeerueeenee

What is Bugging Our

FOrests.....ccccvncnsecnsacnsacssnsnans
Have a great winter and get ready for late winter woodcutting as you

stockpile next year’s seasoned firewood! Tanana Valley State Forest

Citizens’ Advisory Committee

Q’Q‘* ‘\ Q ;9_ Recruitment ......ceeeeeveeerneeene

Glen Holt Firewood Workshop...........

Glen Holt, Eastern Alaska Forester
UAF Cooperative Extension Service

907-474-5271 or ggholt@alaska.edu

NEwW MA

Published by the University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture. The University of
Alaska Fairbanks is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and educational institution.
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Forestry, Forest Management and
Their Future in Alaska

Glen Holt, Eastern Alaska forester, UAF Cooperative
Extension Service

Many Alaskans ask me if forest management that in-
cludes logging is sustainable. The short answer is YES!
State Forestry and private forest land managers are
required by state regulation to reforest logged lands.
In general, actively managed forests regenerate better
than the similar but unmanaged stands of trees. A
properly and actively managed forest provides more
products and has more desirable attributes than one
that is left to the random acts of nature.

Wikipedia defines forestry as “the science and craft of
creating, managing, using, conserving and repairing
forests and associated resources to meet desired goals,
needs and values for human benefit”

Silviculture is defined by the Canadian Province of
British Columbia as “the art and science of con-
trolling the establishment, growth, composition and
quality of forest vegetation for the full range of forest
resource objectives. Successful silviculture depends
on clearly defined management objectives.”

The Society of American Foresters: Dictionary of
Forestry defines forest management as “the practical
application of biological, physical, quantitative, man-
agerial, economic, social and policy principles to the
regeneration, management, utilization and conserva-
tion of forests to meet specified goals and objectives
while maintaining the productivity of the forest.” It
goes on to say that forest management includes man-
agement for aesthetics, fish, recreation, urban values,
water, wilderness, wildlife, wood products and other
forest resource values.

Forestry is one of the most broad-based sciences in
the field of natural resources management. One can
go a lot of different directions in the profession of
forestry.

The “management” of forest resources takes into
account all valuable forest assets to determine the ap-
propriate methods for harvesting timber to be manu-
factured into products we all use every day.
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Alaska has a large commercial timber resource base
that has largely been unmanaged because of its
location. Harvesting these timber resources may be
economically challenging where there are limited
viable markets for that timber because of the long dis-
tances to markets. However, harvesting local timber
provides local and regionally needed forest products
and provides a greater net economic benefit to local
communities than purchasing timber managed and
manufactured elsewhere. The challenge to foresters,
other resource managers and commercial timber
landowners is to harvest Alaska’s timber sustainably
so it will regenerate a forest for the future.

Economically feasible access to timber resources is an
issue. Professional foresters scientifically determine
the annual-allowable cut on state-managed forest
lands. Throughout mainland Alaska, less than 10% of
what could be sustainably harvested on state-owned
forest lands is actually harvested.

What is the future of forestry in Alaska? There will
be plenty of forestry opportunities in Alaska’s future
given the number of acres of timber burned, killed
by insects, dying of old age or blown down by the
weather along with accessibility, new markets, appro-
priate timber harvest technology and changing public
perceptions about managing forests as a renewable
resource. Although it is reasonable to assume that
biomass probably won't be used more than 100 years
from now, it could be. And our changing climate
might make it feasible to truck wood products up

the Dalton Highway to be shipped along with other
Alaska products north across the Arctic Ocean. Who
knows?
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Timber Harvest Methods Promoting
Forest Regeneration, Part One

Glen Holt, Eastern Alaska forester, UAF Cooperative
Extension Service

Article 8 of the Alaska State Constitution states: “It

is the policy of the State to encourage the ... devel-
opment of its resources by making them available for
maximum use consistent with the public interest.”
This requires state foresters to provide timber re-
sources from state-owned designated forest lands that
will provide forest products and do forest manage-
ment in compliance with their policies and under the
Alaska Forest Resources and Practices Act (FRPA, AS
41.17). The FRPA governs how timber access, har-
vesting and reforestation occur on state, private and
municipal lands in Alaska.

State, private and Native corporate forest landowners
are required to harvest timber sustainably, protect
important fish habitat and fish passage on Alaskan
waterways and regenerate those forest lands within a
specified period of time. In doing so, state and other
forest landowners improve other important forest
resources including wildlife habitat, access, recre-
ational opportunity, subsistence, wildfire protection,
landscape diversity and local economic opportunities.
Timber harvests provide forest products and forest
managers are required to renew the timber stand

so that it regenerates back to a forest at least as pro-
ductive as the forest that was harvested. Agency and
private foresters utilize modern forestry science and
harvest methods developed site specifically to en-
hance and improve their forested lands, maintaining
the economic and biologic opportunities these lands
provide.

The practice of forestry based silvicultural timber
harvest systems are designed to promote healthy and
diverse forests for the future. Without their applica-
tion the result would most likely be spotty or random
tree stocking and poor forest regeneration.

The first two timber harvest methods used in Alaska
and presented here regenerate an even-aged forest.
The practice of all silvicultural timber harvest meth-
ods and systems continue to evolve and develop.
Harvest methods are separated into “classifications””
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The intent of these classifications and system methods
is to encourage sustainable, healthy and well-stocked
forests for future generations as physical and biologi-
cal conditions determine.

The Practice of Silviculture, 9th edition, by D.M. Smith
outlines proven, practical and widely accepted forest-
ry methods and is used as a guide for foresters har-
vesting timber to attain natural or artificial forest re-
generation. The following information on three of the
six classifications of reproductive forestry methods
are adapted from the book and from “Tree Harvest-
ing Methods That Encourage Forest Regeneration” by
Steve Nix (see References for web address).

Even-aged forest management methods

An even-age forest usually regenerates, often in large
areas, after a wildfire. The trees that grow back are all
about the same age. Site productivity, location and
many factors determine the forest’s growth rate and
survival on a specific site. Hardwoods, including birch
and aspen, most often regenerate first, overtopping
slower-growing conifers like spruce. The following
even-age timber harvest methods try to replicate con-
ditions similar to the aftermath of a wildfire.

Clearcutting Method — This method removes all
trees from a cutting unit to best regenerate that stand
back to a forest. Clearcutting in Interior Alaska is
used when the forest is composed of shade-intolerant
tree species such as aspen, balsam poplar, cottonwood
and birch. Clearcutting is also used when most of

the trees in a timber stand are over-mature, in poor
health, poorly formed, unable to improve due to
disease, insects or old age and there is little existing
pre-harvest regeneration to rejuvenate the forest.

The clearcutting method is used (barring other re-
source concerns) when old age leads to an unproduc-
tive or “decadent” forest that is declining faster than it
is growing. Unless there is another compelling reason
to do so, partially cutting this forest stand does it little
good and ends up retaining “cull” trees that have no
chance of economic improvement. An over-mature
aspen, balsam poplar or cottonwood stand made up
of biologically old, dying, cull and low-value trees
may require clearcutting to re-establish a young
healthy forest. Clearcutting will maintain this younger
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The coppice-forest or sprouting method using
clearcuts

Aspen, balsam poplar and cottonwood are most
successfully regenerated when the coppice method
of regeneration is used. These tree species regen-
erate and rejuvenate best from root sprouting after
logging during the dormant season from mid fall
through early spring, just prior to sap run.

The coppice method regenerates forests from root
sprouts. Root sprouting aspen, balsam poplar and
cottonwood tree species respond immediately
during the next growing season with exceptional
vigor and growth. Often many thousands of these
trees will sprout and outpace planted seedling
growth by far. To facilitate re-sprouting, a clearcut
is often the best logging method for these species.

Stump sprouts: Alaska birch can stump sprout after
cutting or death by wildfire. Natural stands of birch
are best regenerated after wildfire exposes mineral
soil and the area is adjacent to a birch seed source.
Interior Alaska foresters understand that controlled
burning can be effective when regenerating a birch
stand; however, ideal times for controlled burning
are also during the wildfire season when no fire
management resources are available since all efforts
are directed to suppressing wildfires and protecting
lives, homes and property.

\ & 'rrs

This stand of aspen in the Mat-Su Valley Moose Range
is only 10 years old and it regenerated from root
sprouts after a winter clearcut.
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forest type, providing a more diverse array of mixed
habitats for wildlife that require younger age classes of
forest growth, especially hardwoods like aspen, birch,
poplar and willows.

This stand was high-graded; the best trees were cut. It is
very understocked. Stand residuals won’t improve, are of
low economic value and are unlikely to adequately regener-
ate.

Clearcutting is also a method used when harvest-

ing mixed birch/white spruce stands if the object is

to replace them with a similar mixed stand. Mixed
hardwood conifer spruce stands are regenerated most
successfully by natural seed that falls on mineral soil.
Spruce may be planted to bolster white spruce stock-
ing. An available birch and spruce seed source and a
favorable seed bed condition for germination must
exist to be successful, both for natural seeding and
planted trees. Generally, the site must be prepared
using heavy equipment, such as a dozer or an excava-
tor, to “scarify” the site, which exposes mineral soil so
tree seeds can germinate and escape undue grass and
shrub competition.
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This stand was logged and immediately scarified using a
small dozer in 1985.

SR L AN

Dozer site scarification is a site preparation tool that expos-
es mineral soil to seed fall and promotes natural regener-
ation as well as provides competition free places to plant
seedlings.

Two years later, in 1987, the forest was rapidly regenerating.
Here, balsam poplar/cottonwood seeds grow from their
cottony seeds on this prepared site. This forest was also
planted to a variety of conifers. In 2015, approximately 30
years later, the stand is fully regenerated with a mixed stand
of naturally regenerated hardwoods and spruce and planted
spruce, pine and Siberian larch.
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This stand was clearcut more than 15 years ago. Aspen and
white spruce are growing back into a well-stocked mixed
stand. Planted white spruce supplemented natural seeding
from the adjacent forest.

Clearcutting in Southeast Alaska has proved to be a
useful method that successfully regenerates western
hemlock and Sitka spruce. Clearcutting a hemlock/
spruce stand often requires precommercial thinning
to remedy overstocking and promote the growth of
larger, more valuable trees in a shorter span of time.

Seed-Tree Method — This modification of a clearcut
leaves seed trees scattered within the cutting unit.
Seed trees are used in conjunction with site prepara-
tion methods to expose mineral soil for effective seed
germination. This method is used in Interior Alaska
with scarification that adequately exposes mineral
soil to regenerate birch and/or white spruce. Even so,
white spruce seedlings are often planted in addition
to ensure adequate stocking and arrangement of this
valuable timber tree species.

A number of “seed trees” are left singly or in small
groups to establish the next even-aged forest. This
method frees the forester from depending on seed-
ing from outside the harvest unit. Ideally, seed trees
should be healthy, able to survive high winds and
produce viable seeds prolifically and there should be
enough trees left to do the job without undue shad-
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ing. Often seed trees succumb to snow bending, espe-
cially pole-sized or small saw timber-sized stands that
have acclimated to growing in dense forest stands.
After sufficient seedling regeneration has occurred,
seed trees may be harvested, but it is rarely econom-
ically feasible to do so commercially in Interior or
Southcentral Alaska.

Using any harvest method, a forester may determine if it

is in the best interest of the landowner to bolster natural
regeneration with planted seedlings, especially with higher
value species.

Seed tree cuts could be used in Southeast Alaska to
increase Sitka spruce stocking as opposed to excessive
stocking by western hemlock, which is a less valuable
timber species. Clearcuts there favor western hemlock
in certain conditions. In Southeast Alaska, foresters
may find it economically feasible to sell large Sitka
spruce seed trees after appropriate spruce regenera-
tion, if the condition and market for those trees allow.

Shelterwood Method — A shelterwood condition
occurs when a stand has undergone a number of cut-
tings between establishment and final harvest. These
harvests and thinning occur over a relatively short
period of time leading up to the final rotation: the age
at which the entire stand is harvested and the new
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even-aged stand is allowed free to grow. The partial
“shelter” overtopping the establishment of even-aged
reproduction acts as seed trees. Here, too, the addi-
tional shading must be factored in as to whether this
method is appropriate.

This method could work in a mixed aspen/poplar/
white spruce forest where the hardwoods are cut first.
Understand that if enough light shines on the forest
floor, aspen will regenerate and probably provide
good moose browse, but the aspen might not pros-
per due to the lack of full sunlight. Removal of the
overtopping and co-dominant hardwood stand along
with some of the poorly formed white spruce could
improve the residual spruce stand by fostering addi-
tional accelerated spruce growth

This method may also be useful in Southeast Alaska
for managing Sitka spruce stocking and reproduction.
Sitka spruce are moderately shade-tolerant and the
added spruce seed from a Sitka spruce overstory has
been shown to help establishment of that species at
stand maturity.

Two objectives described for a shelterwood cut in-
clude (1) making ground space available by cutting
trees that are lowering in value and (2) using trees
that are increasing in value as a seed source and for
seedling protection as these trees continue to finan-
cially mature. You are maintaining the best trees to
grow while cutting trees with lower value for new
understory seedling space. This wouldn't be a good
method where there will be only intolerant (light-lov-
ing tree species) tree seeds available to regenerate.

The sequence of this particular method should be
done by making (1) a preparatory cutting that pre-
pares and stimulates seed trees for reproduction, (2)
a seed tree cutting to further open vacant growing
space for seeding and (3) a removal cutting that frees
the established seedlings.

Foresters and timber producers must weigh the eco-
nomics and feasibility of applying this method of har-
vest, especially when logging low-value timber and
considering the shade-intolerant species managed in
Interior Alaska.
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Removal cut

Uncut stand  Prepaoratory cut Establishment cut

From: www.forestrynepal.org

In our next newsletter we will outline Part 2 of “Tree
Harvesting Methods That Encourage Forest Regen-
eration.” I encourage all of you interested in forest
management to Google “about forestry;,” which will
lead to forestry.about.com and many excellent articles
written by forestry expert, Steve Nix.

References
Nix, S. 2015. Tree Harvesting Methods That Encour-
age Forest Regeneration: The Major Natural and

Artificial Reforestation Schemes, http://forestry.about.

com/od/silviculture/a/Natural- And-Artificial-Meth-
ods-Of-Forest-Regeneration.htm

The Forest Ecosystem & Biodiversity

Glen Holt, Eastern Alaska forester, UAF Cooperative
Extension Service

Forest ecology is an ecological science that studies, as
much as possible, the complete biotic (plants, animals
etc.) and abiotic (soils, geology, weather etc.) systems
within a defined forested area. A forest ecologist seeks
to understand basic biology and community popu-
lation dynamics, species biodiversity, environmental
interdependence and how these factors coexist with
human pressures, including aesthetic preferences and
economic necessity. The forest ecologist must also un-
derstand the nonliving principles of energy flow, water
and gas cycles, weather and topographic influences af-
fecting the plant and animal communities that interact
making up the local forest.

Forest ecosystems are dynamic living things and sub-
ject to factors like ecological aging, forest succession
from one age class to another, environmental catastro-
phe and plant/animal/human population dynamics in
the many scenarios that affect that local forest.
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A forest ecosystem is comprised of many other
“systems within systems,” which are extremely com-
plicated. There could be innumerable systems within
a local forest and sometimes comparing them even
within the same region is not exact. Science and forest
ecologists may never know all there is to complete
the study nor gather all the information necessary

to a final satisfaction or the final answer to the many
questions they are asked. As with all branches of sci-
ence, forest ecology is a field where there is much yet
to learn.

The “forest ecosystem” was recently defined by the
“Convention of Biological Diversity”: “A forest ecosys-
tem can be defined at a range of scales. It is a dynamic
complex of plant, animal and microorganism com-
munities and their abiotic environment interacting

as a functional unit, where trees are a key component
of the system. Humans, with their cultural, economic
and environmental needs are an integral part of many
forest ecosystems.”

Alaska is huge and has many forest ecosystems where
human intervention throughout many years has
played a role in the structure and function of our for-
ests. Wildfire is probably the largest single impact on
forests in Interior and Southcentral Alaska. Many fire
scientists and forest ecologists predict that fire along
with an apparent climatic warming trend may play an
increasing role in the make-up and composition of
our future forest lands.

- i A % RN S o _
Alaska forests produce an array of resources, including
timber products.
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The Working Forest Group TWFG

Glen Holt, Eastern Alaska forester, UAF Cooperative
Extension Service

A new organization, The Working Forest Group
(TWEG), formed in Alaska to promote the concept
of a “Working Forest” here in Alaska. The concept is
not new in other parts of the United States, Europe
and the world where forested areas owned by private
individuals, states, counties and central governmental
agencies actively manage their forests to provide a
number and variety of goods and services, including
recreational opportunity, resource health and healthy
sustainable supplies of renewable timber for the many
products people use every day.

As many may recall, timber availability has markedly
declined in Southeast Alaska after the large pulp in-
dustry there went out of business and the U.S. Forest
Service decided to reduce timber harvesting on most
national forests.

The nexus of this Alaskan group was formed in
Southeast Alaska by experienced professional forest-
ers, natural resource consultants, university research-
ers and others convinced that active forest manage-
ment was not only a plus for the health of our forests
and wildlife resources but also much needed for rural
community development and economic opportunity
in all of Alaska.

The goal of the group is to once again help educate
Alaskans about the “working forest” concept by pro-
moting and implementing active forest management.
As stated on their website: their goals include:

¢ Implement its “working forest” concept throughout
Alaska.

¢ Align and support industries and other user groups
dependent upon forest resources.

® Promote healthy economies, stable communities,
and healthy environments through responsible
utilization of natural resources.

® Support research and provide useful information
and data to help educate, stimulate discussion, and
foster solution based activities in Alaska.

The working forest concept is a model in sustainabili-
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ty and its primary goal is to unite those with common
interests and provide support for the environment,
the social structure of communities and our re-
source-based economies.

The group would like to help be a voice for the principle
that all industries are responsible for the sustainable use
of natural resources and the forest and they would like to
help be a vehicle for multiple use forest management.

The concepts will work throughout Alaska too. If
anyone is interested in working with or learning more
about The Working Forest Group, Google “The Work-
ing Forest Group in Alaska” and contact it by email at
Erin@AKWorkingForest.org.

£ ; v’ r, oA A .",,: B
This “working forest” produced saw logs, firewood, wildlife
habitat, recreational ski trails, birch sap, birch bark, under-
story vegetation for landscaping and a multitude of other
developing landowner forest values.

The Cooperative Alaska Forest
Inventory Project

Matthew Stevens, Research Forester, Forest Growth and
Yield Program, University of Alaska Fairbanks

The 2015 summer field season was very successful

for the Cooperative Alaska Forest Inventory project
(CAFI) run by the Forest Growth and Yield Program
within the School of Natural Resources and Extension
at UAF. Working in the field from mid-May through
the end of August, forestry field assistants remeasured
a total of 49 permanent sample plots throughout
Alaska. The major areas that were visited this field
season were in Tok, Delta Junction, Fairbanks and
most of the Matanuska-Susitna Valley. The CAFI proj-
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Feature Tree: Black Spruce

Picea mariana

Alaskan black spruce is most characteristic of cold
wet flats, muskegs, north-facing slopes, silty valley
terraces and lake margins in the spruce-birch Inte-
rior forests up to about 2,000 ft. in elevation. Stands
are often found in permafrost areas where soils

are relatively cold. It is a resinous evergreen usual-
ly small in stature, from 15 to 30 feet tall and 3-6
inches in diameter. Sometimes it grows no more
than a shrub less than 10 feet tall. Black spruce may
also exhibit a number of stems growing up at the
base from branches that have grown down into the
surrounding deep moss layer and have popped up
becoming an additional leader of that same tree
root system.

Black spruce is rarely more than medium-sized,
attaining a height of 50feet or with a diameter

of more than 9 inches. Except for firewood and
occasional use as poles and cabin logs, black spruce
in Alaska at this time has limited economic value.
Vast areas of black spruce provide actual habitat
for a limited number of wildlife species but old-

er stands may foster a wide and varied variety

of lichens important to such big game species as
caribou.

Black spruce needles are short-stalked, spreading
on all sides of twigs which are generally attached to
short compact branches. Their needles are shorter
than white spruce needles at % to % inches long
and are 4-angled, pointed, stiff, ashy blue-green,
with whitish lines on all sides.

Twigs are slender and covered with very short
reddish hairs easily seen with a hand lens, becom-
ing brown and rough from peg-like bases of the
needles.

The bark is thin, composed of gray or blackish
scales that are brown colored on the back side. The
inner bark is a yellowish color in black spruce.

Black spruce cones curve downward on short
stalks and are small and egg-shaped being nearly

round from % to 1% inches long. The cone scales
are brittle and slightly toothed. Their color ranges
from a dull gray or blackish. The cones are often
conspicuously clumped at the top of the tree and
may remain on the tree several years. New black
spruce cones are generally closed. They open to
spread their seeds after a number of hot summers
or wildfire.

Left: Black s
most round. Right: Black spruce are a slow-growing tree
often associated with colder soil permafrost areas.

Black spruce forests are often underlain with moss and
several species of lichen.

References
Viereck, L.A. and E.L. Little. 2007. Alaska Trees and
Shrubs, 2nd edition. University of Alaska Press.
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ect also has permanent sample plots along the Dalton
Highway, on the Kenai Peninsula and throughout the
Copper River Valley. The crew consisted of two forest-
ry field assistants, two German forestry students and
myself as the crew leader.

The CAFI project has been run by the Forest Growth
and Yield program for a long time. Some of the
permanent sample plots that were measured this past
field season were measured for the fifth time. On a
five-year rotation of measurements, the oldest plots
that have been measured five times were established
25 years ago. Information gathered at these sites is
used to assess the health, growth and yield of Inte-
rior forests. The information can be used to develop
management tools that Alaskan landowners need to
make informed decisions on land management issues
that they face.

Hosting the two German students was a great experi-
ence for everyone involved. Interesting conversations
about similarities and differences between American
and German forestry and culture were often held as
the summer progressed. Both of the students and I
will cherish the opportunity to partake in a cross-cul-
tural working environment.

The 2016 field season will concentrate on another

rotation of permanent sample plots in the Tanana
and Matanuska-Susitna valley. Attentive preparations
made this off-season, which are already underway,
and should lead to another productive field season
next summer.

The 2015 UAF Forest Inventory Crew monitors stand growth
progress and characteristics.
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The Biomass Opportunity in Alaska

Interior Alaska Biomass Projects
Glen Holt, Eastern Alaska forester, UAF Cooperative
Extension Service

Last October the USDA Forest Service, the Alaska
Energy Authority and the UAF Cooperative Exten-
sion Service hosted a biomass tour from Anchorage
to Fairbanks. Participants from agencies, villages

and biomass energy researchers joined the tour in
Anchorage going north to Fairbanks. Another group
took the same tour from Fairbanks back headed back
south. More than 20 Participants from all over Alaska
and the Yukon Territory participated. Operators of
the biomass facilities were informative and gracious
dealing with both groups.

Biomass is a viable alternative to fuel oil for heat-

ing homes and buildings. Many communities have
abundant wood resources around them they are using
to supplement or replace non-renewable petroleum
based products for heating. Home heating fuel oil has
cost as much as $10.00 a gallon delivered to remote
locations.

Using locally produced renewable wood as cordwood,
chips or pellets has proven economically advanta-
geous to many communities that want to save money
on heating costs, provide local economic opportunity
and establish energy security.

Biomass use in Alaska is creating local infrastruc-
ture that is locally sustainable. No one expects the
price of fuel oil to remain at current low levels. Local
production prevents gaps in supply or transportation
that can occur when obtaining energy that is refined
outside of Alaska.

The following is a list of locations that converted to
renewable and locally obtained wood biomass for
heating and in one case, producing electricity.

The Cross Road Medical Center in Glennallen con-
verted from fuel oil boilers to cordwood and wood
pellet boilers. It purchases locally dry beetle- and
fire-killed cordwood. Fuel oiler boilers are relegated
to backup.
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Empyre Elite cordwood boilers at the Glennallen Cross Road
Medical Facility

The Kenny Lake School just finished construction of
a KOB pellet boiler system to heat its facility and is
bringing it on line to supplement fuel oil as that price
rises in the future.

The Tonsina River Lodge converted from fuel oil and
woodstove heat to Empyre Elite cordwood gasifica-
tion boilers. It saves a considerable amount of money
burning dry, seasoned, standing beetle-killed timber
in a very eflicient and less smoky gasification wood
boiler as opposed to using fuel oil for heat and wood
stoves.

The Village of Gulkana uses Garn cordwood gasifi-
cation boilers to heat its school, offices and housing
for the elderly. The village has a pellet boiler for the
warmer spring and fall seasons. Timber comes from
road and wildfire defensible space projects. Gulkana

Fall/Winter 2015

is also constructing a large pellet boiler and wood
pellet plant to supply wood pellets and compressed
“wood bricks” used as a supplement for traditional
cordwood stoves.

o

’
i )
Gulkana’s Garn cordwood boilers are fully operational and
use a local source of fuel for heat.

The Village of Chistochina is building a KOB pellet
system to heat its village school, clinic and tribal offic-
es in the future.

The Mentasta Lake wood chip boiler is an automated
system that uses a thermal storage water tank. This
highly efficient chip boiler system heats the school,
clinic and tribal offices. It creates less smoke than

the average catalytic wood stove for a home in town.
Wood chips are obtained from the Tok School Bio-
mass Project 60 miles north. All chips come from
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fuels mitigation projects to reduce volatile forest fuels
surrounding these heavily forested Interior Alaska
communities.

The Tok School biomass project uses a Messersmith
system with a steam turbine to produce combined
heat and power. An adjacent greenhouse also uses
heat from this system. The steam turbine provides
most of the school’s electricity. The greenhouse is a
teaching aid that employs students and provides fresh
produce throughout the winter for all six schools in
the Alaska Gateway School District. Thousands of
dollars saved by the school district have been used to
add additional school programs for students. The fuel
wood comes from federally funded fuels mitigation
programs that create defensible space around Tok.
Previously this wood was burned in the winter for
disposal. Local wood chip production creates local
employment that supports the community, providing
economic diversity in an area that needs jobs and
economic opportunity.

This large, highly efficient, state-of-the-art Tok School chip
boiler produces almost no smoke.
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The Tanacross Village cordwood boiler central
heating system will heat several buildings including
the new tribal offices, shop and rental office units.
Firewood obtained from the local forest includes dead
-dry, wind-thrown and fire-killed timber.

In Tanacross, four highly efficient Garn boilers will provide
locally obtained heat for the new office facility.

Dry Creek Community and Logging and Milling
Associates, between Delta and Tok, is a saw mill,

dry kiln, log home-fabricating and wood biomass
company. It has a wood pellet plant that produces
premium-grade wood pellets for wood pellet stove
users in the area. Slabs and waste wood from the mill
are chipped and sold to the Delta School for use in its
wood chip heating facility.

In Dry Creek, wood residue from milling is made into chips
and wood pellets for heating.
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The Delta School uses a Messersmith chip boiler to
provide heat for the school, outlying buildings and
shops. Over the years it has saved thousands of dol-
lars using locally obtained, sustainable and renewable
wood chips.

The Delta School chip biomass boiler and chip storage sys-
tem is housed in one building.

The Superior Pellet Fuels company located in North
Pole, 10 miles east of Fairbanks, produces premium
wood pellets and its new “pellet log” product utilizing
locally obtained, poor quality, spruce and aspen tim-
ber for heating homes and other buildings. The com-
pany currently employs a half dozen people, and a
few more work in the woods as contractors to supply
low-quality timber that is perfect for pellets. Superior
Pellet envisions that as the price of fuel oil rises and
people notice the economic benefits of a local energy
source and understand the environmental benefits of
using a carbon friendly fuel, its market will expand.

A half-acre of packaged Superior pellet logs on pallets are
ready for sale to people with traditional wood stoves.
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What is Bugging Our Forests?

Aspen Tortrix Recovery

Nick Lisuzzo, USDA Forest Service, Forest Health
Program, Fairbanks, Alaska, and Glen Holt, Eastern
Alaska forester, UAF Cooperative Extension Service

Last May there were numerous reports of aspen de-
foliation in the Goldstream Valley on the north side
of Fairbanks. An area approximately 50 acres in size
has been heavily defoliated by the caterpillar, large
aspen tortrix (Choristoneura conflictana Walker).
Brief, intense outbreaks are common throughout the
range of aspen and typically last two to three years
before collapsing. These outbreaks can grow to cover
thousands of acres. The larvae tie together leaves with
webbing and feed on the plant tissue. They will web
other species of plants and feed on them if they run
out of available aspen foliage. Although the forest can
look very grim, leafless and covered in webbing, the
trees will often create a second flush of leaves later in
the summer. Historically there has been little long-
term damage to the aspen trees associated with past
outbreaks. (Posted in: Forest Health, Lepidoptera)

May 2015 Aspen Tortrix defoliation on aspen trees and cater-
pillar webbing on white spruce conifers.
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This aspen stand in May in the Goldstream area was denud-
ed of all leaves.

Note from Glen Holt: By the middle of August I re-
turned to the area Nick surveyed and found the stand
documented recovering with a second flush of leaves.
Next season it will be interesting to see if an infesta-
tion of aspen tortrix occurs with same intensity. In the
meantime, we can expect some additional understory
growth of plants and shrubs that received more than
normal sunlight under this closed canopy of pole-
sized aspen.

No more webbing and a “second flush” of leaf growth indi-
cates the aspen stand is working on recovery.
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Near total aspen defoliation in May was largely re-leafed
by the end of August in this same aspen stand in the Gold-
stream valley.

Announcements

Tanana Valley State Forest Citizens’
Advisory Committee Recruitment

The Alaska Division of Forestry is seeking applica-
tions for four seats on the Tanana Valley State Forest
Citizens’ Advisory Committee that expire on Decem-
ber 31, 2015. Reappointments will be reconsidered for
members with expired terms.

This 12-person committee advises the Division of
Forestry on plans and proposals for managing the
1.8 million-acre Tanana Valley State Forest and other
forested lands managed by the Alaska DNR in the Ta-
nana Valley. The committee is also a forum for gath-
ering public opinion on management of state forests
and helps build a regional consensus about forestry.
These are unpaid, volunteer positions. Meetings are
held about four times each year. More information
about the committee may be found at www.forestry.
alaska.gov/tvsf_committee.htm. Descriptions of the
vacant or expired seats are provided below:

® Regional Representative, Lower Tanana Valley.
This seat represents the public on a regional basis.
This includes commercial and noncommercial as
well as consumptive and nonconsumptive uses of
the forest area. The representative should reside in
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the western Tanana Valley west of the Fairbanks
North Star Borough.

® Private Forest User. Represents the incidental for-
est user for both consumptive and non-consump-
tive activities including subsistence and personal
use.

® Mining Industry. Represents organizations and
individuals involved in the mineral exploration,
extraction,and processing industries.

¢ Tourism Industry. Represents the commercial op-
erators who directly use forest lands as well as those
whose customers are incidentally exposed.

If you are interested in one of these positions, mail a
letter explaining your interests and your qualifications
to:

Jim Schwarber, Alaska Division of Forestry
3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK 99709-4699

fax: 907-451-2690
email: to james.schwarber@alaska.gov

Be sure that your letter is received no later than 5
p.m., Wednesday, January 6, 2016.

Firewood Workshop in Fairbanks

Check the Fairbanks Daily News Miner and the UAF
Cooperative Extension website for more information,
including date and location, of the firewood work-
shop. This will be on a Saturday in February on the
UAF campus.
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The University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service Field For-
estry Program partners and cooperates with other agencies, organizations
and the private sector to address forest-related needs and questions posed
by the public. Extension forestry is currently working with the State Division
of Forestry, the USDA Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, the USDA Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service, various Soil and Water Conservation districts, a number of pri-
vate non-government organizations, the Fairbanks North Star Borough, UAF
affiliates, rural development organizations, community groups and others to
provide information about the management, biology and social interests re-
lating to Alaska boreal forest through workshops, newspaper articles, radio
and television interviews and more.
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Senator.Charlie.Huggins@akleg.gov; Senator.Bill.Stoltze@akleg.gov; Fred Schlutt Jr
Subject: Forestry Extension through UAF-CES

Dear Forestry Cooperators and Stakeholders;

Asyou know, the State legislature is concerned with reducing Alaska's state budget.

| have served at the UAF-CES as the Extension Field-Forester the last 4-years providing
information, outreach and education on forestry topics as requested by the public.

Please take a moment to send an email to the above legislators, depicting in your own words,
the value that the Cooperative Extension Service has made in providing you with valuable
forestry outreach and information.

| am sure that most of our legislators don't realize there is a forester doing outreach to
industry, organizations, Native corporations, agencies and private citizens in the State of
Alaska.

Attached isthe latest Boreal Forest e-Newsletter that most of you (more than 800) received a
couple months ago. The next one will come out in the Spring and will be the 6th edition.

Until then, I would appreciate your comments and support and please let our legisative body
know that you support the Cooperative Extension Service and School of Natural Resources
and Extension.

Thank you,

Very Sincerely Yours, Glen Holt.

Glen Holt

Eastern Alaska Forester
UAF Cooperative Extension
PO Box 757200

Fairbanks, AK 99775-7200

Phone (907) 474-5271


tel:%28907%29%20474-5271

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.



From: Johanna Tellman

To: House Finance
Subject: Testimony
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 1:34:38 AM

I, Johanna Tellman, am writing in support of restoring the OWL funding that has been cut
from the Unalaska Public Library. Without this funding there's a huge chance the library
could also loose additional federal funds. Internet on thisisland is extremely expensive, and
by offering our residents this service it enhances our community. I've seen school kids go
there and use the internet for reports, fisherman go there to email loved ones, locals do their
taxes and apply for PFD's, and just many other people from all walks of life who can't afford
the internet here. Y ou would be doing our community a great disservice by taking away the
free internet the Unalaska Public Library provides.

Sincerely,

Johanna Tellman
Unalaskan resident of over 32 years


mailto:jtellman383@gmail.com
mailto:lhscfin@akleg.gov

From: Tracy Mikowski

To: House Finance
Subject: Please protect public radio funding in Alaska
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 6:13:44 AM

Please do not cut the funding of our community radio. Those of usliving remotely rely on the news, weather and
emergency updates on our public station. In addition it is our connection to everyone else in our community. Itis
how we return lost dogs and property, how we get medications to people off the road system, it's how we know to
attend a spaghetti dinner to raise money for medical expenses for our neighbor...theradio is at the center of our
community. | think that eliminating our public (and only) station would put peopl€’ s health and welfare at risk and
would diminish the overall quality of life here in Southeast Alaska.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Tracy Mikowski

PO Box 1356

Haines, AK 99827

(907) 303-0235

tracy @talkingcrowpublishing.com


mailto:tracy@talkingcrowpublishing.com
mailto:lhscfin@akleg.gov

From: Sandi Koval

To: House Finance
Subject: Public Testimony FY2017
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 7:35:53 AM

Dear Alaska House Finance Committee:

Asyou prepare to craft FY 2017 statewide operations budge | am asking you to please remember that many of our
beloved Eldersin this state are the very pioneers who have contributed to and have supported our communities for
decades. Now, asthey enter their final years of lifeit is our responsibility to help them maintain their dignified
independence. Services such as senior nutrition programs and Care-A-Van senior rides are NOT luxury items;
rather these are the very necessities which promote continued dignified ageing and independent health-promoting
lifestyles. Without such access as senior-rides many of our Elders will honestly become shut-ins; unable to get out
from their homes, their lives will have less purpose and they will become sedentary and health will deterioratein
multiple unfortunate and PREVENTABLE ways. Further, many Elders smply no longer have the appetite, energy,
and/or money to prepare adaily healthy meal with al of the thoughtfully prepared nutritional value that a senior
meals program can offer. Congregate settings also offer a meeting place for our older-ones and there is no monetary
value to put on such an important necessity in asocial-being’s healthy life! Furthermore, home-delivered senior
meals bring this life promoting nutrition to our frail Elders who quite obviously need this service. Malnourishment
should never be areason that an Elder can no longer live in hisher home — or what sends her/him to the hospital.
Thisisthe truth of it: If our state budget decision-makers choose to cut funding for these types of services, then
MANY Elderswill suffer. Know thisisfactual asyou make your decisions; and please, please remember that as
Alaskans we must honor our Elders and do all that is necessary to promote and support their dignity to the very end.
A cradle to grave society never questions or sacrifices the necessities. It is not too far-reaching to hope that as our
beloved senior citizens take their final breaths of lifein Alaskathat they do so knowing that the community they’ve
loved and supported for so long still gives valueto their existence.

Thank you for inviting me to testify as acitizen.

Respectfully,

Sandra Koval
Sitka, Alaska, (907) 738-8280


mailto:leftykoval@yahoo.com
mailto:lhscfin@akleg.gov

From: Mark Lindberg

To: House Finance
Subject: Comment on State Operating Budget
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 7:52:22 AM

What M akes a Great State?

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the operating budget. | was unable to testify in
person yesterday so | am providing written comments. My nameisMark Lindberg. | am
resident of district 4C and a professor of wildlife ecology at UAF. | appreciate the past
support that you have shown for education and | hope you will do so in the future.

My wife and | are both graduates of UAF. Following graduation, we left Alaskafor five years
moving first to Tennessee and then Montana. Things weren’'t working out in Montana,
although we were living in the state known “as the last best place”. We wanted to start a
family and we wanted to do so in “the last great place” — Alaska. Until recently, we never
really thought hard about why Alaska was labeled the last great place, it seemed obvious.
The natural beauty of the state is certainly areason to characterize the state as great; however,
wild places and stunning landscape alone don’t define greatness if the citizens of that state
aren’t served in way that leads to a safe, healthy, and happy life. | won't dispute that those
programs that serve the safety and health needs of the citizens are of utmost importance.
Close behind those programs and sometimes in collaboration with those programsis
education. For us, the educational system of this state is the most defining feature of greatest
because it makes a direct investment in the states’ most precious, renewable resource, its
children, and therefore the future of the state.

Even though education is already paying some of its own way through school taxes, tuition,
and cost recovery and matching from research, and through other returns like an education
and associated job opportunities, quality of life, and outreach, it’s clear we still need to do
more to maintain greatness. It's clear that we have reached the limits of investment and
returns from afinite resource such as oil and we need to take responsibility for our greatness
and future by paying our way through income taxes and more responsible use of the
permanent fund.

However, an income tax and wise use of the permanent fund comes with aresponsibility and a
trust between the citizens of Alaska and its government officials, who will be charged with
deciding how to use that revenue. Show us that you deserve that trust by making responsible
decisions that value our future. Making poor decisions about matters such as air quality and
budget cuts that would cripple the university don't reflect that you value our health or the
future of our state. Making uninformed decisions about the role of research in the educational
process and in the state economy, do not suggest that you deserve our trust. Misusing the
permanent fund by sending $10,000,000s of dollars out of state in the form federal taxes each
year doesn’t demonstrate responsible management. We are prepared to do and pay more to
assure the future greatest of our state — are you?


mailto:mslindberg1@gmail.com
mailto:lhscfin@akleg.gov

We understand that cuts may need to be part of the short term solution, but please consider
reasonable and responsible levels of cuts to the state educational system that reflect how you
value the future of our state. Please also admit that we need to seek longer term solutions to
our state financial crisisthat don’t just include cuts. Consider forming an aliance and trust
with the citizens of this state through an income tax and more responsible use of the
permanent fund. We will not be judged by our ability to balance the budget this year or even
next year, but by our ability to provide a great state for future generations and that will require
that we support a high quality educational system.

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment.

Mark Lindberg
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