
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
March 4, 2016 

 
Senator Cathy Giessel, Chair 
Senate Resources Committee  
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 
 
Re: Support for SB 172 regarding shellfish enhancement 
 
Dear Senator Giessel and Committee members, 
 
United Fishermen of Alaska is the statewide commercial fishing trade association, 
representing 34 commercial fishing organizations participating in fisheries throughout the 
state and its offshore federal waters.   
 
Although we include eight salmon aquaculture associations that will each be subject to the 
increase of their fee on new hatchery facilities to $1000, we support SB 172 because of the 
broader need to help develop shellfish aquaculture beyond only producing broodstock.  
Another UFA member group represents shellfish dive fisheries and is actively working with 
the Alutiiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery to spawn sea cucumbers as a part of ongoing research into 
production of juveniles to support enhancement of wild sea cucumber populations.   
 
UFA strongly supports Alaska’s salmon enhancement programs that are carefully regulated 
to provide salmon for common property harvest by subsistence, sport and commercial 
fisheries without detriment to wild stocks. We believe the state can carefully develop 
opportunities for additional enhancement of shellfish, and passage of SB 172 will help in this 
effort. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

        
Jerry McCune       Mark Vinsel 
President       Executive Administrator 
 

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 
Alaska Bering Sea Crabbers • Alaska Independent Fishermen’s Marketing Association  

Alaska Independent Tendermen’s Association • Alaska Longline Fishermen’s Association • Alaska Scallop Association • Alaska Trollers Association  
 Alaska Whitefish Trawlers Association • Armstrong Keta • At-sea Processors Association • Bristol Bay Reserve • Cape Barnabas Inc.  

Concerned Area “M” Fishermen • Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association • Cordova District Fishermen United • Douglas Island Pink and Chum  
Freezer Longline Coalition • Golden King Crab Coalition • Groundfish Forum • Kenai Peninsula Fishermen’s Association  

Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association • North Pacific Fisheries Association • Northern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association  
Petersburg Vessel Owners Association • Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation • Purse Seine Vessel Owner Association  

Seafood Producers Cooperative • Southeast Alaska Herring Conservation Alliance • Southeast Alaska Fisherman's Alliance  
Southeast Alaska Regional Dive Fisheries Association • Southeast Alaska Seiners • Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association  

United Cook Inlet Drift Association • United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters • Valdez Fisheries Development Association 


