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Michael Antoniou, PhD is reader in molecular genetics and head, Gene Expression and Therapy Group,
King’s College London School of Medicine, London, UK. He has 28 years’ experience in the use of
genetic engineering technology investigating gene organisation and control, with over 40 peer reviewed
publications of original work, and holds inventor status on a number of gene expression biotechnology
patents. Dr Antoniou has a large network of collaborators in industry and academia who are making use
of his discoveries in gene control mechanisms for the production of research, diagnostic and therapeutic
products and safe and efficacious human somatic gene therapy for inherited and acquired genetic disorders.
Claire Robinson, MPhil, is research director at Earth Open Source. She has a background in
investigative reporting and the communication of topics relating to public health, science and policy, and
the environment. She is an editor at GMWatch (www.gmwatch.org), a public information service on issues
relating to genetic modification, and was formerly managing editor at SpinProfiles (now Powerbase.org).
John Fagan, PhD is a leading authority on sustainability in the food system, biosafety, and GMO testing.
He is founder and chief scientific officer of one of the world’s first GMO testing and certification companies,
through which he has pioneered the development of innovative tools to verify and advance food purity,
safety and sustainability. He co-founded Earth Open Source, which uses open source collaboration to
advance sustainable food production. Earlier, he conducted cancer research at the US National Institutes
of Health. He holds a PhD in biochemistry and molecular and cell biology from Cornell University.

Earth Open Source

Earth Open Source is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to assuring the sustainability, security,
and safety of the global food system. It supports agroecological, farmer-based systems that conserve
soil, water, and energy and that produce healthy and nutritious food free from unnecessary toxins. It
challenges the use of pesticides, artificial fertilizer and genetically modified organisms (GMOs) on the
grounds of the scientifically proven hazards that they pose to health and the environment and because
of the negative social and economic impacts of these technologies. Earth Open Source holds that our
crop seeds and food system are common goods that belong in the hands of farmers and citizens, not of
the GMO and chemical industry.

Earth Open Source has established three lines of action, each of which fulfils a specific aspect of its mission:
® Science and policy platform
® Scientific research
® Sustainable rural development.

Science and policy

Because the quality of our food supply is intimately connected with political and regulatory decisions, for

example, on pesticides and GMOs, Earth Open Source functions as a science and policy platform to provide

input to decision-makers on issues relating to the safety, security and sustainability of our food system.
Earth Open Source has published and co-published several reports that have had impact

internationally:

Roundup and birth defects: Is the public being kept in the dark?

® GM Soy: Sustainable? Responsible?

® Conflicts on the menu: A decade of industry influence at the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

® Europe’s pesticide and food safety regulators - Who do they work for?

Scientific research and sustainable rural development

Earth Open Source has laboratory and field research projects under way on several continents. Farmer-
led agricultural development projects are ongoing in Asia. Details will be released as these projects come
to fruition.
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