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Supporters of Medicaid Reform & Expansion 

1. AARP Alaska 

2. Abused Women’s Aid in Crisis, Inc. (AWAIC) 

3. Ahtna, Incorporated 

4. AK Child & Family 

5. AKEELA 

6. Alaska AFL‐CIO 

7. Alaska AIDS Assistance Association 

8. Alaska Association on Developmental Disabilities 

9. Alaska Baptist Family Services 

10. Alaska Brain Injury Network

11. Alaska Chamber

12. Alaska Coalition on Housing and Homelessness

13. Alaska Early Childhood Advocacy Group

14. Alaska Family Services

15. Alaska Federation of Natives

16. Alaska Geriatric Exchange Network

17. Alaska Injury Prevention Center

18. Alaska Island Community Services

19. Alaska Legal Services Corp.

20. Alaska Literacy Program

21. Alaska Mental Health Board and Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse
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22. Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority 

23. Alaska Municipal League 

24. Alaska Native Brotherhood and Alaska Native Sisterhood Camp 70 

25. Alaska Native Health Board 

26. Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 

27. Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 

28. Alaska Nurses Association 

29. Alaska Pharmacists Association 

30. Alaska Physical Therapy Association  

31. Alaska Physicians & Surgeons 

32. Alaska Primary Care Association 

33. Alaska State Hospital & Nursing Home Association 

34. Alaska State Medical Association 

35. Alaska Women’s Lobby 

36. Alaska Youth & Family Network 

37. Aleutian Housing Authority 

38. Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association, Inc. 

39. American Cancer Society 

40. American Diabetes Association 

41. American Heart Association/American Stroke Association  

42. American Lung Association in Alaska 
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43. Anchorage Chamber of Commerce 

44. Anchorage Coalition to End Homelessness 

45. Anchorage Community Mental Health Services 

46. Anchorage Faith & Action Congregations Together 

47. Anchorage Human and Social Services Executive Directors 

48. Anchorage Municipal Assembly 

49. Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center 

50. Anchorage Youth Development Coalition (AYDC) 

51. ANCSA Regional Association 

52. The Arc of Anchorage 

53. Assets, Inc. 

54. Bartlett Regional Hospital 

55. Bering Straits Native Corporation 

56. Bethel Chamber of Commerce 

57. Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation 

58. Bristol Bay Native Association 

59. Bristol Bay Native Corporation 

60. Camp Fire USA Alaska Council 

61. Cancer Action Network 

62. Catholic Community Services 

63. Catholic Social Services 
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64. CCS Early Learning 

65. Central Peninsula Hospital 

66. CHOICES 

67. City of Barrow 

68. City of Pelican 

69. City of Valdez 

70. Community Connections  

71. Congregation Sukkat Shalom 

72. Cook Inlet Council on Alcohol & Drug Abuse 

73. Cook Inlet Region Inc. 

74. Cook Inlet Tribal Council 

75. Co‐Occurring Disorders Institute  

76. Cordova Community Medical Center 

77. Covenant House Alaska 

78. Curyung Tribal Council 

79. Denali Family Services  

80. Doyon Limited 

81. Effective Health Design 

82. Enroll Alaska 

83. Fairbanks Community Mental Health Services 

84. Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation 
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85. Fairbanks Native Association 

86. Family Centered Services of Alaska  

87. Food Bank of Alaska 

88. Foraker Group 

89. Frontier Community Services 

90. Gastineau Human Services Corporation  

91. Governor’s Council on Disabilities & Special Education 

92. Greater Fairbanks Community Hospital Foundation 

93. Hope Community Resources, Inc. 

94. Identity Inc. 

95. Iliuliuk Family and Health Services 

96. Interior Aids Association 

97. Juneau Alliance for Mental Health, Inc. 

98. Juneau Central Council AFL/ CIO 

99. Juneau City & Borough Assembly 

100. Juneau Economic Development Council  

101. Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community Council 

102. Juneau Youth Services 

103. Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly 

104. Kenaitze Indian Tribe 

105. Kodiak Area Native Association 
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106. League of Women Voters of Alaska  

107. March of Dimes Foundation Alaska Chapter 

108. Matanuska‐Susitna Borough Assembly 

109. Mat‐Su Health Foundation 

110. Mat‐Su Health Services, Inc. 

111. Mountain‐Pacific Quality Health Foundation 

112. Municipality of Skagway 

113. NAACP 

114. NAMI 

115. NANA Regional Corporation  

116. Narcotic Drug Treatment Center, Inc. 

117. National Association of Social Workers – Alaska Chapter 

118. National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence Juneau, Alaska 

119. Native Village of White Mountain 

120. NEA Alaska  

121. New Koliganek Village Council 

122. Nine Star Education and Employment Services 

123. Nondalton Tribal Council 

124. North Slope Borough 

125. North Star Behavioral Health  

126. Norton Sound Health Corporation  
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127. Peninsula Community Health Services of Alaska 

128. Petersburg Mental Health Services, Inc. 

129. Planned Parenthood of the Great Northwest  

130. Professional Nursing Consultants 

131. Railbelt Mental Health & Addictions 

132. Rainforest Recovery Center 

133. Residential Youth Care, Inc. 

134. RurAL CAP 

135. SeaView Community Services 

136. Sitka Borough Assembly 

137. Sitka Counseling & Prevention Services 

138. Sitka Tribe of Alaska 

139. Southcentral Foundation 

140. Southeast Alaska Independent Living, Inc. 

141. Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium 

142. South Peninsula Behavioral Health Services, Inc. 

143. Statewide Independent Living Council of Alaska 

144. Tanana Chiefs Conference  

145. Tanana Valley Clinic 

146. Tangirnaq Native Village/ Woody Island Tribal Council 

147. thread 
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148. United Way of Anchorage 

149. Valdez Health Advisory Council 

150. Valley Medical Care 

151. Volunteers of America Alaska 

152. Yukon‐Kuskokwim Health Corporation 

153. YWCA Alaska
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Phone: (907) 452-2185   www.investfairbanks.com                  Fax (907) 451-9534 
1-888-476-FEDC 

   330 Wendell Avenue, Suite E, Fairbanks, AK 99701 

April 3, 2015 

Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau AK 99801 

Dear Legislators, 

As the President/CEO of Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation (FEDC) I am writing you in 
support of HB 148 and SB 78.  Alaska, and particularly Alaskans, is in troubling economic times and all 
reasonable measures should and must be taken to assure our citizens’ continued economic and 
personal well-being.  Expansion of Medicaid can immediately extend access to health insurance for an 
estimated 42,000 low-income Alaskans.  Support of Medicaid Expansion not only provides a safety net 
to our most economically vulnerable Alaskans, it also provides Alaska with an estimated additional 
$1.1 billion in Federal Revenue. 

That additional Federal Revenue will create approximately 4,000 jobs and help reduce the State 
budget by $6 million.  Support of this legislation is a win for Alaskans and a win for Alaska.  On behalf 
of the FEDC staff and our Board of Directors, I am asking for your support for HB 148 and SB 78. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Jim Dodson 
President & CEO 
Fairbanks Economic  Development Corporation 













JEDC.org 

612 West Willoughby Ave. Suite A 

Juneau, AK 99801 

Phone 907‐523‐2300 

Fax 907‐463‐3929 

April 6, 2015 

The Honorable Governor Bill Walker 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska  99801-1182 

Dear Governor Walker: 

The Juneau Economic Development Council Board of Directors strongly urges support 
for legislation to expand Medicaid in July 2015 for the benefit of Alaskans and the 
Alaska economy.  

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid 
expansion. Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured 
Alaskans by half, improving preventative and primary care access, and providing 
substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling. There are significant economic 
benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will bring more than $1 billion in 
new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salaries 
paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity over the first five 
years.  

We should view Medicaid expansion as an economic driver that will positively impact 
our state’s economy as we are faced with declining oil prices and the resulting budget 
challenges. According to data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, healthcare and social 
assistance jobs grew over 30% faster between December 2013 and December 2014 for 24 
states that implemented Affordable Care Act expansion on Jan. 1, 2014 than those that 
did not. Fitch Ratings says “…it could support a broader economic and tax base for state 
budgets and improve nonprofit hospital finances in those states.”  

In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified 
in the Department of Corrections, the Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA) 
Program and behavioral health grants.  In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in 
savings. Medicaid expansion is healthy for Alaskans and healthy for the state’s budget. 
We encourage the continued internal evaluation to identify other potential savings and 
offsets attributable to expansion and reform. 

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population 
through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor 
Walker’s position that Alaska’s participation is contingent on the federal match 
remaining at 90%.   



JEDC.org 

612 West Willoughby Ave. Suite A 

Juneau, AK 99801 

Phone 907‐523‐2300 

Fax 907‐463‐3929 

Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform. We are 
pleased to hear that the Department of Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for 
technical assistance related to reform efforts. Though reform of the current Medicaid 
program should be of utmost importance, reform efforts should not delay health care 
coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion. 

Juneau Economic Development Council Board of Directors recognizes the economic 
benefits associated with the Medicaid expansion in Alaska and thanks you for your 
efforts on behalf of Alaskans and our economy. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Holst 
Executive Director 
Juneau Economic Development Council 
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Medicaid Expansion and Reform:  Impact on the Mat-Su 

The Mat-Su Health Foundation Board supports: 
 Using Medicaid expansion dollars as a catalyst to reform Medicaid to control costs and make the

program more sustainable.
 Designing Alaska’s Medicaid expansion as a path to self-sufficiency for individuals to ensure they enter

or remain in the workforce.
 Building an “opt out” provision into State statute if the federal government reneges on its obligations.
 Expanding Medicaid to cover more Mat-Su residents so they can access care in more cost-effective

ways to lead more productive lives.

The Mat-Su economy will benefit greatly from Medicaid expansion: 
 Medicaid expansion will bring $20 million in new federal revenue annually to Mat-Su.
 Medicaid expansion will lead to 72 new jobs and $1.3 million more in wages and salaries.

The health insurance coverage gap affects Mat-Su disproportionately: 
 20% Mat-Su residents do not have health insurance, as compared to 15% of Anchorage residents and

17% of people statewide.

Mat-Su residents are more likely to be uninsured if they: 
 Are white;
 Under the age of 45;
 Have a low income;
 Have not gone to college; and,
 Live in a rural part of the Borough.

Of Mat-Su residents eligible under expanded Medicaid: 
 About 2000 Mat-Su residents are employed
 About 1000 Mat-Su residents are “not in the workforce,” meaning they may be in school, raising a

family, or retired
 Approximately 250 Mat-Su residents are unable to work
 Around 1,400 Mat-Su residents are in the labor force looking for work or seasonally employed

As many as 4,800 Mat-Su residents will be eligible for basic health care coverage if Medicaid is expanded: 
 About 1,400 are between the ages of 55 and 64.
 About 1,100 age 45-54.
 About 500 age 35-44.
 About 1,500 age 19-34.

Both men and women fall in the coverage gap: 
 54% are men.
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 46% are women.

Faces of the Uninsured in Mat-Su: 

John Doe:  He is one of our neighbors who works several part-time jobs, none of which offer health insurance. 
His wages are less than 138% of the Federal Poverty Level, so he does not qualify for a subsidy to purchase 
insurance at healthcare.gov but is still legally required to have it or pay the penalty. 

Jane Smith:  She is a senior citizen who is not yet old enough to qualify for Medicare and Social Security 
benefits.  She works at Mat-Su Senior Services, which does not provide health insurance.  Like John, her wages 
are too low to get help buying an affordable plan in the insurance marketplace.  

Jill Jones:  She is a Mat-Su College student who has a part time job who is eligible to be on her parents’ health 
insurance until age 26 – except that her parents have a small family construction business and they don’t have 
insurance either. 

Dave Green:  He has worked in construction for 20 years, mostly for small firms.  Last year, he fell off a roof 
and became critically injured.  He didn’t qualify for charity care at Mat-Su Regional because his income was 
too high the previous year.  Now, he’s try to get strong again so that he can work to pay back his hospital bill.  
With no current income, he does not qualify for a subsidy and cannot purchase insurance on the exchange. 

All of these individuals will face a penalty for not having health insurance, yet none can afford to buy it. When 
they have a health crisis, they will either leave it untreated, or, when it gets bad enough, visit an emergency 
room. There, the cost of treatment will be much higher than it would have been if problems could have been 
addressed before they reached the crisis stage. 

These stories can change with Medicaid expansion and reform. 
 4,800 Mat-Su residents will be eligible for basic health care coverage if Medicaid is expanded (40,000

statewide).

Sources: Mat-Su estimates for employment, age, and gender of potential new Medicaid enrollees were created using statewide data 
from the Evergreen Economic and the Department of Health and Social Services Healthy Alaska Plan and House Finance Budget 
Subcommittee FY2016 Division Overview report applied to the Mat-Su population.  Data about how many Mat-Su residents have 
insurance and the characteristics of the uninsured if from the Behavioral Health Surveillance System State of Alaska, Division of 
Public Health.  







Anchorage NAACP Urges Action on Medicaid Expansion  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 12, 2014, 9:00 AM 
Contact: Kevin D. McGee, (907) 441-2137 

Anchorage NAACP Urges Action on Medicaid Expansion
Supports Walker Administration Efforts to Expand Coverage and Lower Costs 

ANCHORAGE: The Anchorage NAACP has endorsed Governor Walker's effort to accept federal 
Medicaid expansion funding.  Federally-funded Medicaid expansion comes at a crucial time for 
Alaska, as it can reduce the growth in health costs, expand health coverage, and blunt the negative 
economic impact of budget deficits and declining oil prices.  Medicaid expansion has become even 
more important as it would bring billions of dollars into Alaska at a time when the state confronts 
budget deficits and falling oil prices. 

"Thank God Bill Walker now has the opportunity to expand Medicaid.  Simply accepting this federal 
investment is vital to lower Alaskans' health care costs, expand health care coverage, and bring 
much-needed economic development to our state," said Kevin McGee, 1st Vice President and 
Political Action Chairman of the Anchorage NAACP. 

Medicaid Expansion Addresses Key Health, Economic Challenges: 

•Data from across the U.S. shows that Medicaid expansion can lower health costs, and that lack of
Medicaid expansion traps consumers with higher insurance costs.  After Parnell failed to expand 
Medicaid and failed to conduct oversight of insurance companies, Alaskans faced the highest-in-the-
nation cost increases.  Now Walker has an opportunity to bring down the cost of health care with 
Medicaid expansion, reversing damage done by Parnell. 

•Medicaid expansion could expand health coverage to some 41,500 Alaskans, according to the
ANTHC.  This reform will improve Alaskans health, save hundreds of Alaskans per year from 
premature death, and reduce the number of babies born prematurely. 

•Medicaid expansion will bring billions of dollars of investment and thousands of jobs to Alaska,
according to the ANTHC.  This economic development is vital at a time when budget deficits and 
falling oil prices have imperiled Alaska's economy. 

      ### 



A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO EXPAND MEDICAID COVERAGE TO IMPROVE 
THE HEALTH OF ALASKANS AND TO IMPROVE THE ALASKAN ECONOMY 

WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 of our family members, friends and neighbors have the opportunity to gain health care 
coverage under expansion; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured Alaskans by half, 
improving preventive and primary care access, providing substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling, and 
reducing the mortality rate; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion brings over $1 billion in new federal revenue into Alaska over the first five years; and 

WHEREAS, studies project expansion will likely yield 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salaries paid to 
Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity throughout the state; and 

WHEREAS, with expansion the State would save $6.1 million in FY2016 by using federal funds to pay for health services 
currently paid for with state general funds; and, 

WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population through 2016 and will 
transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond; and 

WHEREAS, the State’s continued participation is contingent upon maintaining the 90% match; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will significantly reduce the burden of uncompensated care, which was over $90 million 
at non-tribal Alaska hospitals in 2013; and  

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform; and 

WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the State’s biggest opportunity to finance 
reform efforts; and 

WHEREAS, the State has the option of various Medicaid expansion demonstration projects it may also consider as part of 
reform; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  NAMI JUNEAU, the local affiliate of the National Alliance on Mental Illness, 
endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible 
so they can contribute to our communities and economy; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NAMI JUNEAU strongly urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid for the 
benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy to take effect in July 2015 and, though reform efforts should be of utmost 
importance, this work should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under 
expansion.   

Crystal Bourland, Executive Director 

Telephone: (907) 463-4251 Fax: (907) 500-9914 Email: namijuneau@gmail.com 

Address: 9000 Glacier Highway, Suite 201, Juneau, AK 99801-8032 

mailto:namijuneau@gmail.com




324 E. 5th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
907-332-NASW (6279) Fax: 907-332-6270 
1-800-478-NASW (6279) 
Director@naswak.org 
http://www.naswak.org 

…the power of social work

March 16, 2015 

The Honorable Governor Walker  
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska  99801-1182 

Dear Governor Walker, 

The National Association of Social Workers Alaska Chapter (NASW-AK) strongly urges the Alaska 
Legislature to expand Medicaid in July 2015 for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.  

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid expansion. Expansion 
improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured Alaskans by half, improving preventative and 
primary care access, and providing substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling. 

There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will bring more than $1 
billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salaries paid to 
Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity over the first five years. We should view Medicaid 
expansion as an economic driver that will positively impact our state’s economy as we are faced with declining 
oil prices and the resulting budget challenges. 

In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified in the Department of 
Corrections, the Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA) Program and behavioral health grants.  In 
FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in savings. Medicaid expansion is healthy for Alaskans and 
healthy for the state’s budget. We encourage the continued internal evaluation to identify other potential 
savings and offsets attributable to expansion and reform. 

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population through 2016 and will 
transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor Walker’s position that Alaska’s participation is 
contingent on the federal match remaining at 90%.   

Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform. We are pleased to hear that the 
Department of Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for technical assistance related to reform efforts. 
Though reform of the current Medicaid program should be of utmost importance, reform efforts should not 
delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion. 

NASW-AK endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as 
productive as possible so they can contribute to our communities and economy. 

Sincerely, 
Stephanie Johnson, LMSW 
NASW-AK President  
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Resolution 1 

TITLE: A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO EXPAND MEDICAID 
COVERAGE TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF ALASKANS AND TO IMPROVE THE ALASKAN 
ECONOMY. 

WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 of our family members, friends and neighbors have the opportunity to gain health 
care coverage under expansion; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured Alaskans 
by half, improving preventive and primary care access, providing substance abuse treatment and mental health 
counseling, and reducing the mortality rate; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion brings over $1 billion in new federal revenue into Alaska over the first five 
years; and  

WHEREAS, studies project expansion will likely yield 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salaries 
paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity throughout the state; and 

WHEREAS, with expansion the State would save $6.1 million in FY2016 by using federal funds to pay for 
health services currently paid for with state general funds; and, 

WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population through 2016 
and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond; and 

WHEREAS, the State’s continued participation is contingent upon maintaining the 90% match; and  

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will significantly reduce the burden of uncompensated care, which was over 
$90 million at non-tribal Alaska hospitals in 2013; and  

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform; and 

WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the State’s biggest opportunity to 
finance reform efforts; and 

WHEREAS, the State has the option of various Medicaid expansion demonstration projects it may also consider 
as part of reform; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, National Association of Social Workers Alaska Chapter endorses 
Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible 
so they can contribute to our communities and economy; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that National Association of Social Workers Alaska Chapter strongly urges the 
Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy to take effect in 
July 2015 and, though reform efforts should be of utmost importance, this work should not delay health care 
coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion.   






































































