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SAMHSA Garrett Lee Smith                 
Youth Suicide Prevention in Alaska  

• The Alaska Department of Health and Social 
Services 

• Alaska Village Council Presidents 

• Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation 

• Southcentral Foundation 

• Tanana Chiefs Conference 

 

• Other: MSPI* in 16 Tribal Communities 

    * Methamphetamine Suicide Prevention Initiative 
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Key Partners in Suicide 
Prevention 

• Statewide Suicide Prevention Council 
• Department of Education and Early Development 
• Division of Juvenile Justice 
• Alaska Rotary / GCI 
• Northstar Behavioral Health 
• Forget Me Not Coalition (Service Members, Veterans and Families)  

• Alaska Police and Fire Chaplains Ministries 
• Alaska Medical Examiners Office 
• Alaska Department of Public Health 
• University of Alaska Anchorage 
• Alaska State Troopers 
• Alaska Native Health Consortium 



The Division of Behavioral Health  
Prevention & Early Intervention Grantees 2015-2018 

• Nome Regional Wellness Forum 
• North Slope Substance Abuse 

Prevention & Intervention Coalition  
• Fairbanks Wellness Coalition   
• Nulato Wellness Coalition 
• Hooper Bay Community Planning 

Group 
• McGrath Community Prevention 

Coalition  
• Alaska Alternative Schools Coalition  
• Bethel Healthy Families Coalition 
• Thrive Mat-Su 
• Anchorage Communities Mobilizing 

for Change on Alcohol  
 

• Spirit of Youth Coalition   
• Anchorage Youth Development 

Coalition 
• Kenai Prevention Coalition  
• Seward Prevention Coalition  
• Chenega Bay & Tatitlek Community 

Coalition  
• Juneau Suicide Prevention Coalition  
• Ketchikan Wellness Coalition  
• Prince of Wales Behavioral Health 

Coalition  
• Petersburg Prevention Coalition  
• Wrangell Early Prevention Coalition  
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Alaska Gatekeeper QPR 
Training 

We now have over 140 certified trainers in the Alaska 
Gatekeeper/QPR training model statewide! 
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Positive  
           Messaging 



Life is a Team 
Effort 



 
 

You Are Not Alone 

http://www.stopsuicidealaska.org/


Contact 

L. Diane Casto 
 DHSS, Manager Prevention and Early Intervention Services 
 (907) 465-1188 
 l.casto@alaska.gov 

 
James Gallanos 
 DHSS, Suicide Prevention Program Coordinator 
 (907) 465-8536 
 james.gallanos@alaska.gov 

 
Alaska Department of Health and Social Services 

 Behavioral Health, Prevention and Early Intervention Services 
 http://hss.state.ak.us/dbh/prevention/default.htm 
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