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What’s driving poor primary election attendance?

The Frontiersman has
called for public input on
dealing with poor primary
election attendance. Poor
voter turnoutis notan
actual problem. It is reaily
acombined symptom of

. three problems. Not many

citizens and absolutely no
government officials want
to face all three. It’'s much
easier to sanctimoniously

‘blame one’s favorite politi-

cal whipping boy. Nata- -
rally, nothing happens.

Problem No. 1 — The
political problem that a
clear majority of Alaskans
know about and are fight-
ing is the entrenched cor-
ruption of the two-party
system (Democrat vs.
Republican). This revolt is
ethically founded on one
of the foundations for con-
ducting organized liberty:
freedom from involuntary
association. It is a fact that
registered Non-Partisan/
Undeclared/Independent
Alaskans severely out-
number the registered
Alaskan Democrats and
Republicans combined.
Yet despite the majority
political will so expressed,
primary elections are
mainly held for the benefit
of just these two political
minorities.

Worse, more than 10
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years ago, the Ninth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals
ruled that the Alaska
Republican party is a pri-
vate political club. This
allowed them toforce the
state to segregate primary
election ballots to let only
Republicans and “unaf-
filiated™ voters vote for
their candidates at every
government level. In other
words, a clear majority

of Alaskans are forced

— forced — to tolerate

use of public resources

for private-club elections
that clearly benefit only
political minorities. This is
unless they succumb to the
enslavement of involun-
tary association.

Problem No. 2 — A key
problem that’s suppress-
ing civic participation like
voting is the irresponsible
and selfish character of too
many people. These folks
now get politically active
only when their prejudices
and self-centered appetites
for politicians “bringing
home the bacon” aren’t
being served. It is this

alone that is rushing our
form of government into
history’s garbage can.
Benjamin Franklin —in
his last speech to the U.S.
Constitutional Conven-
tion — explained it best:
“Sir, T agree to this con-
stitution, with all its faults,
if they are such; because
I think a general govern-
ment necessary for us,

- and there is o form of

government but what may
be a blessing to the people
if well administered; and
I believe farther that this
is likely to be well admin-
istered for a course of
years, and can only end in
despotism as other forms
have done before it when
the people shall become so
corrupted as to need des-
potic government, being
incapable of any other.”
So how can I accuse
those who scoffat or
neglect civic participation
as being corrupt — ina far
worse manner than any of
Alaska Legislature’s infa-
mous Corrupt Basiard’s
Club? Or how can those
who chant “throw the
bums out of government”
while failing to perform
their own citizenship
duties be called corrupt

“hypocrites?

The Alaska Constitution

explains it best:

“Article I, Inherent
Rights — this constitu-
tion is dedicated to the
principle that all persons
have a natural right to life,
liberty, the pursuit of hap-
piness, and the enjoyment
of the rewards of their own
industry; that all persons
are equal and entitled to
equal rights, opportuni-
ties, and protection-under -
the law; and that all per-
sons have corresponding
obligations to the people
and to the State. [Note that
the last clause is a supreme
law mandate for unargu-
able civic responsibility
corresponding to citizen
rights and privileges.]

“Article I, Source of
Government — All politi-
cal power is inherentin the
people. All government
originates with the people,
is founded upon their will
only, and is instituted
solely for the good of the
people as a whole.”

It doesn’t say that gov-
ernment originates from,
and is founded on the
will of, “elected officials,”
politicians, lobbyists, and
bureaucrats — does it?

Problem No. 3 — igno-
rance is the most power

See ELECTION, Page 7
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Debt of gratitude to—
the Guardsmen

To the editor:

‘Alaska owes a debt of
gratitude to the guards-
men who risked their
careers and faced retribu-
tion to confront the abuse
of power, violence against
women, and intimidation
within the Guard, Without

Letters to

the editor

S page L

nomination for the U.S,
Senate, I'm humbled by
your vote and confidence
in me, Despite my with-
drawal from the race,

I'm still active in helping
elect a new senator with

_conservative values and

omme-who will go to Wash-
ington, I and fire the
liberal; partlm.st\n:o
tionist Harry Reid, Barack
Obama’s point man in the
Senate, so we can finally
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All pastors and preachers using the Lectionary are invit-

Lamab of God Church on Church Road serves free soup

and sandwiche
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: . friendly elected elite/aristocracy “leaders” and “statesmen” — sup- .M‘ S
mwmﬁqwez — notan elected representative gov-  posedly charged with preserving our “—‘kmﬂ_w mwm : e
Continued from Page 6 ~ernment at all. All the problems political rmm.ﬁmmn — let this come to - Continued from Page 6
: of centralized government power pass? Founding father Thomas Paine )
ful and vicious terrorist attacking (susceptibility to bribery, blackmail, (in the conclusion to his “Rights of .mosmmbw nw:&.mwﬁ for Senate Seat B, was shun-
humanity there is. It is the super-food  money-driven lawmaking and “elec- . Man”) explains: ning partisanship even before the Walker/Mal-
that feeds human selfishness and tions,” police state methodologies, “Reason and ignorance, the oppo-  lott merger made pational headlines. Keoghisa
irresponsibility. The ignorance of etc.) surround us like a sewer, Butour  site of each other, influence the great life-long non-partisan, who during his serviceon
citizens, of elected or appointed gov-  political heritage is one of decentral- bulk of mankind. If either of these can the Mat-Su %mmmﬂgﬁ showed us that, without
ernment officials, and of the teachers'  ized power — despite its inefficien- be rendered sufficiently extensive in ideological bias, he will listen to all people and
who teach all of them about govern-  cies. That’s why we're not supposed a country, the machinery of govern- examine all sides of a problem to find a solution.
ment is the third and perhaps greatest  to be just government “of” and “for”  ment goes easily on. Reason obeys If's what we need. We need people who, like Bill
problem destroying the practice of the people. We are also supposed to jtselfs and Ignorance submits to what- Walker and Byron Mallott, can rise above parti-
organized liberty. The open fact of be government “by”— I said “by” — ever is dictated to it.” sanship and personal ego to do what needs to be
insufficient constitutional function by  the people. We're not. When was the My next column will deal with done. Keogh is that kind of person. He is hon-
a majority of citizens and their elected  last time your elected representative five standalone solutions to these est, fair, and thoughtful. He can be depended on,
officials is irrefutable evidence of asked you to apply your mind to solv-  problems. Thoughtful people might - always, to put the good of the people of Alaska
incompetent education. ing a widespread problem that he already be guessing what they are. -1 first. Think purple; vote Keogh.
So let me shock you out of your could represent? Well? Understand
noawwmnmﬂn%. m% open conduct and e now? ) Stuart Thompson lives in Wasitla, Contact him at looki- wﬁ&% uuobmmmuw
practice, we live under a people- Why have generations of political fover@att.net. Palmer-
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Solutions to election attendance

My last column, pub-
lished Sept. 9, dealt with
the real problems that
drive poor primary elec-
tion attendance, and indeed
mediocre civic participa-
tion, It will take some guts
on the part of citizens and
their elected and appointed
i government officials, but

here are stand-alone ideas
of what we can do.

A) Help increase voter
participation in primary
elections by legally requir-
inga “None of the Above”
choice in every ballot sec-
tion. Party big-shots &
big money might whine
and snivel that they can
no longer force “electable’
candidates down people’s
throats. So what. Let’s
empower voters to force
political parties to field
people-driven candidate
choices.

B) Our state’s registra-
tion of political affiliation
unarguably shows that
the majority of Alaska’s
population is not being
served by state funding of
primary elections — grossly
contrary to the Alaska con-
stitution. Therefore, let’s
lawfully get rid of primary
elections.

 Fill the void with law that
allows organized political
- parties to rent Alaska’s elec-
tion voting system. This
enables them to honestly
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pay for their private-club
elections of their candidates
for forthcoming true elec-
tions — that remain public-
Iy funded. Apportionment
of rental costs would be in
simnple proportion to indi-
vidual party membership.
Party candidate elections
would naturally become
cheaper and more open’to”
candidate choices, instead
of being controlled by an
elite deciding who is “elect
able”.

C) Change primary elec-
tion design and tabulation
to the “Instant Run-off”
voting construction. This
is where a voter selects
two or more candidates
in the order of preference
{first choice, then second
choice, then third choice,
etc.}. Then if the aggregate
first choices don’t showa
clear winner, it goes to the
second choices, and so on.
This would generate more
interest in voting on one of
the current segregated bal-
lot choices (Republican or
Democrat & others), and
more interest in joining a
mainline party by the unaf-
filiated.

D) Under the author-

ity of Alaska Constitution
Article I require applicants
for the PFD to attest (under
penalty of perjury) to vot-
ing — absentee or otherwise
— in the prior year’s public-
office elections. Providea
selection of pre-authorized,
seriously legitimate reasons
{no “my car broke down”

or “I forgot” nonsense) for
not being able to so attest,
which is similarly sworn

to, Similar attestations

are already enforced con-
cerning reSIdency Note:
selective enforcément of
our constitutions to justify
corruption exposes enemies
of our form of government.
A live example is enforcing
citizen privileges without
equally enforcing citizen
responsibilities,

E) Mandate by law that
every elected or appointed
government official must
undergo segments of con-
tinuing education about
government—including
what leadership meansina
constitutional republic. Pre-
posterously, most all gov-
ernment officials now show
they think leadership means
“making the hard decisions
for everyone—as advised
by knowledgeable experts,
lobbyists, and public poll-
ing gurus”, Such continuing
education would embrace
the education of our found-
ing fathers. Our founders

Civics education success also requires state
certification of civics teachers by testing an edu-

texts. Civic leaders should also lead (1 said lead,

not force!) adult Alaskans at studying the same
cator’s conceptual understanding of why the US

founders (and faithful statesmen that followed)
wrote and acted as they did. Disguising social

expanded material. Why? It’s to make people

cessed rah-rah fed our youth in current civics
power — the real thing — triumphant!

ding) is

engineering as civics education to pacify youth
into bejng “civilized” and obedient to author-
- Does our state and nation need saving? The
the federal
laves of us all. Fellow citizens,

object — no object I say! - in enabling average
job security blackmail of citizens that is increas-

our country into oblivion. This makes cost no
citizens to save our state and nation.

ity figures is a failed policy. It is visibly sending
overnment {through government spen

" making virtual s

ingly exerted by corporations and

- 8

learned the difference
between an enlightened
aristocracy {who do all the
thinking and ruling for the
benefit of everyone) and
government by representa-
tives {(who organize their
constituents to harvest the
fruits of their minds for re-
presentation and action),

Real leadership is always
the cure for the selfish- ‘
ness and irresponsibility of
humans being led towards
commonly desired goals.
_Thinly disguised dictator-
“sKip enforced by économic
blackmail, egotistical law
enforcement, and feel-good
propaganda is not.

F) Mandate by law real
and practical public edu-
cation in government.
Current Alaska schooling
methods — “elements” of
government embedded
in a couple semesters of
social studies — are making
citizens who don’t know
how to conduct our form
of constitutional republic.
Consider, as an incremen-
tal example, Representa-
tive Wes Keller’s idea of
mandating the teaching of
“constitutionalism”. This
would encourage the teach-
ing of the sometimes-con-
tradictory beginnings of our
political heritage — rather
than the feel-good, pro-

See SOLUTIONS, Page A7
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