Greetings to the Chairman and all members of the House Education Committee. I speak for myself, a District 8 citizen, for passage of HB 30 Constitutional History Curriculum. I pray for committee compassion. Despite hours of struggle, my prepared testimony still lasts 3 and a half minutes. Hearing Chairman, may I still testify? Thank you.  Start of my testimony.

It’s a well known concept that knowledge enables competent change and problem solving. It follows that chronic state and national problems, or propaganda-driven solutions that rebound with grosser problems, or no verifiable/satisfactory results from using public money, all expose poor or no education.
I’ve followed the debate on Rep. Wes Keller’s bill for some years. Educational special interests claim that necessary civic education is provided in segments within a couple semesters of social studies. Further, they say, an educational mandate would generate extra labor Alaska can ill-afford. These rationalizations for continuing inadequate citizen education make me want to puke. Here’s a simple elaboration.
Contrary to the propagandized portrayal of America having government of, for and by the people, what actually gets conducted now is benevolent elected aristocracy (government by an elite). This is well revealed by the chronic vulnerability of American politicians to lobbyists and campaign donation blackmail — typical of highly centralized forms of government. Naturally, politicians think it’s best to make the hard decisions, as elected agents or officials, on behalf of everyone. This political definition of “represent” is supported by being in modern college-level dictionaries.

But there lies the problem. This definition of “represent” isn’t the one that was used by US founding fathers! Nor does it align with the Alaska Constitution’s Article I sections 1 & 2! The proof is simple. There were no English dictionaries available to people in America’s formative years. Educated people then were also conversant with Latin and Greek. Therefore, their understanding of English words for use in important writings arose from the Latin or Greek derivations of those words. So what is the true meaning of “represent” on that basis? It is to “show or put forth again”. If you represent people that way, politicians are supposed to relay the fruits of their constituent’s minds. That means elected officials are duty-bound to actually lead their constituents so they supply an organized body of comprehensive viewpoints for legislative use. That also means a political leader has to handle constituent laziness or ignorance or immaturity so he can represent something. 
Let me note here that elected officialdom is our country’s only major profession that doesn’t compel continuing education. The pride in this is so arrogant that about 10 years ago I was refused even a hearing before the House Rules Committee about making legislator continuing education about government a legislative rule. This is despite existing Legislative Rules that legitimize doing so
Not knowing true representative government methodology well—easily a consequence of not understanding the basic word underlying all of our political heritage—makes politicians and citizens alike reach for the methodologies of other forms of government. For example, how most elected officials now treat constituent concerns, and how constituents now approach elected officials, is quite similar to the political relationship of nobles & peasants in the Middle Ages. Research the word assizes—the town hall meeting/public hearing of that era. 
Pass HB 30. Let’s give our youth a start at learning the true philosophy and methods of self-government—which channels organized liberty with true justice in the pursuit of happiness. 
Thanks for your attention. By the way, Mr. Chairman, after all other citizens have had their say, will you give me special permission to speak for another minute?  I would like to simply state what is arguably the most fundamental principle of government known to history—that is apparently not being taught. This omission is arguably hurting Alaskans and their teachers. 
Alaska Constitution Article 7’s prohibition against sectarian control of education should compel your interest in the fact that the following principle is not directly taught in Alaskan schools — evidenced by citizen and government conduct.
All types of government fall somewhere on a spectrum as follows: 1) Government of the people (examples: dictatorships, monarchies, and theocracies, shading to elite oligarchies/aristocracies); 2) Government of and for the people (examples: benevolent ruler-ships like nobility-counseled or parliamentary-backed monarchies, shading to elected aristocracies that honor Rule of Law); and 3) Government of, for, and by the people (examples: real constitutional republics and parliamentary democracies, shading to ethics-driven democracies and anarchies). You can judge the type of government being used by the types of devices that get utilized to rule, the attitude towards citizen potential (i.e. Obama’s “people are too small minded to govern themselves” versus Thomas Jefferson’s convictions), and how much a government harvests the fruits of people’s minds to govern.
Thanks again for your attention. I shall leave you with something to think about for the rest of your legislative careers. Consider. The volume of true citizen participation in government of, for, and by the People is probably the most reliable test for public education effectiveness that could ever be. Good luck on your deliberations.
Stuart Thompson

PO Box 870702, Wasilla AK 99687

lookitover@att.net 1-877-950-7980
Supplemental general references:


2014 Princeton Study on actual impact of Americans on the course of US government (i.e. US is now an oligarchy rather than a republic).


Montesquieu’s book on historical forms of government — studied by all US founding fathers.
