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HB 106 

HOUSE BILL NO. 106 by t h e House Rules Committee by r e q u e s t o f 

t h e Governor, e n t i t l e d : 

"An A c t r e l a t i n g t o t h e U n i f o r m I n t e r s t a t e F a m i l y Support A c t , 
i n c l u d i n g j u r i s d i c t i o n by t r i b u n a l s o f t h e s t a t e , r e g i s t r a t i o n and 
p r o c e e d i n g s r e l a t e d t o s u p p o r t o r d e r s f r o m o t h e r s t a t e t r i b u n a l s , 
f o r e i g n s u p p o r t o r d e r s , f o r e i g n t r i b u n a l s , and c e r t a i n persons 
r e s i d i n g i n f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s ; r e l a t i n g t o d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f 
p a r e n t a g e o f a c h i l d ; and p r o v i d i n g f o r an e f f e c t i v e d a t e . " 

was r e a d t h e f i r s t t i m e and r e f e r r e d t o t h e S t a t e A f f a i r s and J u d i c i a r y 
Committees. 

The f o l l o w i n g f i s c a l n o t e ( s ) a p p l y : 

1. Zero, Dept. o f Revenue 

The Governor's t r a n s m i t t a l l e t t e r d a t e d F e b r u a r y 10, 2015, f o l l o w s : 

"Dear Speaker C h e n a u l t : 

Under t h e a u t h o r i t y o f A r t i c l e 111, S e c t i o n 18 o f t h e A l a s k a 
C o n s t i t u t i o n , 1 am t r a n s m i t t i n g a b i l l r e l a t i n g t o t h e U n i f o r m I n t e r s t a t e 
F a m i l y S u p p o r t A c t t o update A l a s k a ' s laws on e n f o r c e m e n t o f f a m i l y 
s u p p o r t o r d e r s . The U n i f o r m I n t e r s t a t e F a m i l y S u p p o r t A c t (UIFSA) 
a p p l i e s t o a c t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t , m o d i f i c a t i o n , and 
en f o r c e m e n t o f s u p p o r t o r d e r s and t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f p a r e n t a g e i n 
s i t u a t i o n s where t h e p a r t i e s r e s i d e i n d i f f e r e n t s t a t e s o r where one 
p a r t y r e s i d e s i n a f o r e i g n c o u n t r y . 

I n 1995, A l a s k a a d o p t e d t h e UIFSA (AS 25.25.010 - 25.25.903). I n 

2008, t h e N a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e o f Commissioners on U n i f o r m S t a t e 
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Laws ( a l s o known as t h e U n i f o r m Law Commission) approved 
amendments t o UIFSA t o i n c o r p o r a t e t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e C o n v e n t i o n 
on t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Recovery o f C h i l d S u p p o r t and Othe r Forms o f 
F a m i l y M aintenance ( C o n v e n t i o n ) , c o n c l u d e d a t The Hague, 
November 23, 2007. The C o n v e n t i o n c o n t a i n s p r o v i s i o n s t o e s t a b l i s h 
u n i f o r m p r o c e d u r e s f o r t h e p r o c e s s i n g o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l c h i l d s u p p o r t 
o r d e r s . 

I n o r d e r t o m a i n t a i n c o m p l i a n c e w i t h f e d e r a l law and t r e a t y 
o b l i g a t i o n s and t o c o n t i n u e t o q u a l i f y f o r f e d e r a l f u n d i n g programs f o r 
c h i l d s u p p o r t m a t t e r s , t h e r e i s a c o m p e l l i n g need t o up d a t e A l a s k a ' s 
s t a t u t e s t h i s l e g i s l a t i v e s e s s i o n by a d o p t i n g t h e 2008 amendments t o 
t h e UIFSA. 

The p r o p o s e d b i l l i s l i m i t e d t o amendments needed t o i n t e g r a t e t h e 
2008 u p d a t e s t o UIFSA i n t o S t a t e law. The amendments must be 
e f f e c t i v e by J u l y 1, 2015, t o comply w i t h f e d e r a l law. 

F i r s t , t h e b i l l w o uld amend t h e UIFSA t o remove t h e f i c t i o n t h a t a 
" f o r e i g n c o u n t r y " i s a s t a t e o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s by amending e x i s t i n g 
t e x t r e f e r r i n g t o a t r i b u n a l o f t h i s s t a t e t o add "or a f o r e i g n c o u n t r y . " 

Second, t h e p r o p o s e d b i l l w o u l d p r o v i d e g u i d e l i n e s r e l a t i n g t o t h e 
r e g i s t r a t i o n , e n f o r c e m e n t , and m o d i f i c a t i o n o f f o r e i g n s u p p o r t o r d e r s 
f r o m c o u n t r i e s t h a t , l i k e t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a r e p a r t i e s t o t h e 
C o n v e n t i o n . 

A t h i r d component o f t h e b i l l would improve t h e en f o r c e m e n t o f 
U n i t e d S t a t e s c h i l d s u p p o r t o r d e r s a b r o a d and would ensure t h a t 
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c h i l d r e n l i v i n g i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s would r e c e i v e f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t 
due them f r o m p a r e n t s , wherever t h e p a r e n t s r e s i d e . 

These amendments w o u l d b e n e f i t A l a s k a f a m i l i e s by e n s u r i n g s t a b l e 
and p r e d i c t a b l e e n f o r c e m e n t o f A l a s k a f a m i l y s u p p o r t o r d e r s i n o t h e r 
s t a t e s and abroad. A d d i t i o n a l l y , i t w o u l d e n s u r e t h a t r e s i d e n t s o f t h i s 
s t a t e would be a b l e t o e n f o r c e s u p p o r t o r d e r s i n t h i s s t a t e , r e g a r d l e s s o f 
where t h e y o r i g i n a t e d . 

P r e s e n t l y , 11 s t a t e s have e n a c t e d t h e 2008 amendments t o t h e UIFSA; 
t h i s number w i l l grow c o n s i d e r a b l y t h i s year as o t h e r s t a t e s work t o 
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e n a c t t h e 2008 amendments. I n a d d i t i o n , a t l e a s t 12 s t a t e s have 
i n t r o d u c e d l e g i s l a t i o n t h i s year t o e n a c t t h e 2008 changes; we e x p e c t 
o t h e r s w i l l f o l l o w . T h i s b i l l has t h e s u p p o r t o f A l a s k a ' s c h i l d s u p p o r t 
e n f o r c e m e n t agency. 

A d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e U n i f o r m I n t e r s t a t e F a m i l y S u p p o r t A c t 
2008 amendments p r e p a r e d by t h e N a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e o f 
Commissioners on U n i f o r m S t a t e Laws i s a v a i l a b l e f r o m my s t a f f . 

1 u r g e y o u r prompt and f a v o r a b l e a c t i o n on t h i s measure. 

S i n c e r e l y , 
/ s / 
B i l l Walker 
Governor" 
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