
Judicial Retention Elections: Be An Informed Voter
Frequent])’ Asked Questions:

\V hat ro Ic do Alaska’s eitivciis ].iiive in • cidint; heJter judges should remain on the bench?

Al aNkus o.k izens have tNt: nt to vote v h ether judges of U ic state cowts ofAIaka should
iLnaifl in OcLO. Thcse are curled “ludicial rutention elections” and aive the pubde the right to

if a;t’i is ‘eo job or shojd :e t):atoec. In UiC WitS of -cr co!s:o.ae

n05L be to 3;)toLu 1r on a Ut: tttiZ;r. Nude:’ ate :rs: ;ara. e:CUcn heLl
more Wa;, :hee aner the.r appoi:.ee:s.
2. \\]-.ut h, the :re C othhe AltisLa .Eca. (tI he jt,jlcial reteilja p. eeess

I boAL’.ska Ju.dic-ial Council does a carelti]. t]iorouch, irivesauation. oi every Juduc standing ion
tn’Hori and rnaics roe oinmendaticins to the public about ‘heUcer ajudee shoudJ NC fl.lit)WCJ tO

roir’th’1 in obice or should be renlace.c].
. What inft3rrr’ati(ln about udues is aye; Lithe to help voLers make their decisiuiisd

us..c •1 ;3ici: Council makes Ute rests s of its tjiv Cs:: U! iCUS arc its reoornmencwtions

a’ ci abe on s wccs::c: www.ajc.state.ak.us. In aeci:oi, :he Alaska (Mart S’cn:ves

in wrnaLhn Ofl 115 W2’isflc aaout eaai of the o;es who sers e in the Alaska cci a is:

http://www.courts.alaska.gov/meet—ak—judges.htm. Fina liv. inIbrmuriri about each j tito

or og thy .rerejntion is i Ut:.] trUed in the State of Alaska’s Voter Parr ph let that is niai led to each
reris1o’rect voter in A aska, As a result o a]! Linese Vi and t]ie ooTtslttut:OnaI steucLure of
ALakrsjudiciitl selectton and rewinion process, A]rt.kais have the op :ritnhr and ahi.titv to
know rr’eie
4. l )nce theA s, u .1 to: cc C oLincil maxes is recoin rnenitons wh eN i edges sh .Idhererai tee

Irorn o friec, that it4s are clon U) nate sL!ret’ or vouers of Alaska know about
;.ec cc:: otos he*:e be

Ncr A] iska Jtui Ci ti. Council’s recommends tions are posted on its •vehsi Lu: www.aic.state.ak.us.
IC Council also sends out press reloases that newNilapers. radio and television stauons car: use

iii thU rrre s broudeasts and cIsc places ach ertiscInerits in the mahtr newspapers ofAlaska
informinu ote-’ of its rcc:rnn:enciations on dOch ucigo who is sumcbn hr roleiit:oil. in adc]:iirn.
tile :ctfrir s. rhY;rcnibcrs of ti:c Loused utiLe iC c. :m:ricia:Niris ktior:: ie- U; crc
to u: U h) e eater) (‘ ae:za yns and (r:07cC on i,tor:c or Uee\ison pv ti II)

ftc ork the askaJedithul CounciL All o[Wec edb:e, teIp ::ckc s.re t]:atihe
‘otcr ci] A.asha arc \veJi-nic’nie. about eael: j.edce bebre tee cc:oi wilier iiUUv \O:e it)
fUiuJfl or replace a udgct.
i is lint. \\uS is a judicial retention election r]h]’Ibrcnt born, and in v.har as is it similar to, a
ten oitltyflW popular election?

Ajridieial rete[L;raLckctioli s Jiterent Iioi:i a iraditorn: pi,ulai election in a number oiwa:s:
hcca.re unlioc t:;o. pied:.. ta..elda:cs iec_c do no. run ea’nst evo:c and ure O:t.tct.
Iron: c:.n.a nina b\ the /srsia Code oJoJicdJ Cc:d.ct :rUes end until some a rsc:: or
:it cc. nninto orylocoatee no ‘.nterslo vote Or toe :cteir\c] otc Laige
nont



• Lc:js LIflL;J inn pc)Ii(icnI rwc. t]icrc is rio dcudliiw for cJccariri an [HLC[U to oppose auus
rol nhion. 0 hincd il.ii th [L1 ical rQ’i ricLw.ns (Hi j udicial earnpaiii og, W i rnak j udes
v’.-’,rah o as-minuW. uiiLir opposil’(lil aripwns.

• :::a: doiYt :Dn in r.n2:li:: 2rCcs or eiaign 00 1SSUCS LCr
L:i’ Ifl’55 as ara.

Ajtidicial releniinri eLci.un is also siro;Lr w a Irajionoal poHiar elecno.i;i iii a number O1\a)S:

• L)ecause oIeIs have achoice: YI*S or NC
• r :cauSe JuCS car slale thc:i case to the pubhc Lhroiwh advertisin or other means— IF

IIIEIR RLIIiNilO\ L \( lynx (WPOSFD
• and niusiI\. ecarcc.

• ‘VOL k VU] E MAKES A D[EITIKH NC I


