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April 01,2013

Senztor Kevir Meyer, Co-Chair, Senate Finance
Senator Pete Kelly, Co-Chair, Seqate Finance
Alaska Staie Legislature

State Cepital Room 505

haeau, AK 99801

RE: 5B 13 Capital Pudget. Support for Japag Tsunami Debris Cleanup Funding 2t $5 700 000

During the suamer of 2012, the State of Alaska DEC contracted with Airborne Techuologies, Inc of
Wasilla to fly 20 asrial coastal survey of the Gulf of Alaska in order 1o establish a “baseline” for
assessing the expectzd future onslangbt of debns from the Japanese tsupami of 200 1. Tha sucvey
revealed however, that tsupana debris had already heavily impacted the antire Alaskan shoreline; fa
shead of the NOAA forecasted timeline.

Rewghly 800G aigh-resolution images were taken and processed for debiis density and composition,
One indicetor usec to ideatify tsunarn: debris in the images was a particular float style rarelv Found o
Alaskar beaches bur vsed exfersively in the aquaculture indusuy of Japan. The flost :s composed of
Styrofoam; about the size of 2 55-gallon drum. We identified hundreds and hundreds of these floas.
spread from the most southern tp of Alaska, along the entire Crulf coast and extending into the northee
shores of Bristol Bay.

The foam flozts were w vanious stages of being broken down into small particles. We also found farg:
guarnitias of spray urethane foam from building insutation. The quantity of foam op our beaches was
both incredible and discouraging. In addinon to foarmn, we identified inpamerable household #ems and
plastic containers incincing dozens of small refrigerators, large industrial tems, sections of walls and
what we suspect to be numerous hazmat items contained in sceled droms and buckers.

The quentty of debris seen last summer 18 unprecedented and vet supposedly is just the leading edge of
expected debris.

We belizva it 15 imperative that the State of Alaska addresses ihis ecological dizaster throngh both
mitigation efforts and continuz=d monitoring surveys. Airborne Technologies would tile to voice our
support for capital budget funding of $5 million for cleanup of Alaska’s coastlines impacted by debrs
from the Japat tswsami.

An overview af our sexvey can be found at www ariak net and the DEC website.
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Tim Vezpsya - prasident
Atrborpe Technologies, Inc.
Wasilla, AK

907 357-130C
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$4 million Legislative Request
CLS Baply Learning - Palmer Head Start and Administrative Offices
Agency Information
»  CCE Eary Learning has been ‘n the business of serving Alaskan children and fawiiies
for 42 years.
s CCYhas 31 regular employees, 1 irternuttent employvess (subs) and approximately
L6 contractors,
¢ (CHserves over 400 children each year at 4 locatons, 5 of which are in the Mat-Su. 1

15 in Chugiak and also serves Eagle River
Projact Information

a 14,300 square feet of new construction on 2.5 acres located at 2100 S Felton 5tir:
Palmer (e front of Tsunami Warning Cernter).
s Adiacertto "Wilson Parx” to be constructed by City of Paliner summmer of 2012

s  This single new facility will repleca two facilities that are currently leased  This will
31}

save the ageacy $50,000 - $100,000 anr.vally in amLty expenses. These savings o
be used for direct services for children and familie
o Palmer Head Stast Center
% Has been in 4 different locations over the past 20 years
v Must vacate curceat location after 2013-201 4 scheol year
v Serves Palmer, Buite, North Glenn Hwy, South to Parks, Trunk Rd,
Palmer-Fishheok, and Hatchers Pass
Will increase from 2.5 classrooms to 4 classroorns
- Site will allow for two additional Zassrooms o be builtin the future

[

staff trairdng, or commur.ity events
o Administrative Office

Wil inchude a maltiparpose room (not available now) forindocr play,

v Square feet allocated for administrative use will decrease compared o

current facility.

»  Strenglocad support Latters from Mat-Su Health Foundasion, MSB School Diroricy,
Palmer Chamber of Coramerce, OCS, United Way, City of Paimer, Mar.y businesses -

espacially nealth and dentat providers.
v Total estimated project cost - 56,890,619, State legislativ? request - 54,000,000

Torr CCL Early Learning story!
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Crood afternoon Senator Meyer and commitiee members ~ thank you for L.
opportunity o testity. I'm Bob Moore w/BP America, I'm .:‘,A";]SQ Vice

-
Chatrmar. of the Board of Directors for Big Brothers Big Si#tarﬁ of Alaska,

i

and I am here to ask you to fully fund our one-time Capital request for the

Mentoring for Educational Success Initiative. g

At Big Brothers Biz Sisters of Alaska, we've secn thousands of kids tum
thedr lives arcand, improve their performance at school, ansc"{ become
~ |
B . ) ) . .
productive citizens with the help of their Big Brothers and Big Sisters,
é

i

Mentoving for BEducational Success is a partnerslip with scheol districts
. |

acrass the suate (o provide mentoring for children who are s%mggiin;g
|
academically as indicated by their scores on the 3" Grade S;tancﬁard&bas&d

Assessment tests. These are the children most at risk for ac%tdc:mii;x;: failurs,
i

dropping ow of school, and involvement in the justice system.
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insrend of usmm these scores to predict she need ror future prison beds, we
will target struggling students based on these scores, and through
professionally supported volunteer mentors, will changs th&iﬁ'r agademic end
life trajectories, helping them graduate from High School, Census figurss
saow that Hizh School graduates earn 75% raore in their lifi:rimeg than non-
araduates. That means more resources for cur state. C@nsiqﬁicr, toc, that che
cost to incarcerate i juvenile in Alaska is $140,000vr. For 3» L00, Big
Brothers Big Sisters can provide an at-risk child with the suppart that wiil
seduce that child’s disks for delingquency, and increase the o%ids that child

will graduate on tirae.

'This is an investrnent that will pay off for our state and lead us (¢ a 30%
aradvation rate by 2620, [ too ask you io invest in our mesz‘; prec:ous

vesouree -~ our children - and fund the Mentoring for Educ.«tmorml Success

indtiative. Thank you.

Sob Moore

04/01/2023



