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Date: March 22, 2013
To: Senate Finance Committee
Re: Public Testimony, HB 65 Operating Budget

Thank you for the opportunity to testify this afternoon. 1’'m Taber Rehbaum,
today representing Arctic Alliance for People, a network of nearly 40 human
service providers in Fairbanks and the Interior.

We urge you to fully fund the Pre-K Education program, Best Beginnings
and Parents as Teachers at the Governor’s recommended funding levels.
These programs help children across the state come to school ready and
prepared to leam.

We are also requesting an increment to the Health and Social Services
Human Services Community Matching Block Grant in the amount of
£200,000  Thiz amount. when divided amongst the participating
communities and matched by the Borough, would provide sufficient funding
fur the cligible programs providing eesential human eervices that have
applied for funding to serve the people of the Fairbanks North Star Borough
in the coming fiscal year.

We also ask that, however you structure the funding, please do not decrease
support for Alaska’s much needed Behavioral health programs. With our
high rates of suicide, domestic violence and substance abuse, we need a
robust behavioral health system to keep our citizens healthy and productive,
and to reduce the need for far more costly incarceration or
institutionalization.

Thank you for this opportunity to share our concerns.
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£8 3 professional working with t=ar mothers for 20 years | know suppart, guidance and education can

chenga a gare-aticr.  £3-ly childhoad Educati

an is a big part of that. ?

tneve warkad with wew teea meothars that have often had little no parenting c}f their own; many have
soraglated end sre behind i s2condsry education; most have been taught thg} ways to survive from
system to systern but not how 1o thrive developing competencies of their own. Over the years | have
grided and wetchad thass young women grow, mature and learn. Thay have achieved their own

sgiur ation ard davalgced a value of education from teaching their own childrén. They have learned
zanether zng they have berome great teachers to their children benefiting from community programs.

hege

nrograms have ancouraged and directed them in teaching their childrerﬁ from hirth. Program like

those provided through Eest Beginning partnerships such as Ready for Kind&rganen, Imagination Library
snd the Paren:s s Teachers visting teachers program. These programs have brovided education and
tacls by which thase carents have taught their own children, instilling the desire to learn and achieve
bodh in their childran and as importantly in themselvas. They have become g@feat parents and great
members of out Lommunity because of program like these, despite the challehges and or deficits they
kave faced. They are working parents in our communities. They are teachers,ﬂ professors, qualified chitd
care workere, nurses, medical specialist, bankers, and small and large {(over 200 employees) business
awners, They are invelved PTA members and community advocates and they]continue to spread the
imporance and value of education and responsible citizenship. Their children are now better equipped
0 nake great dacisians and a more meaningful contributicn to their commuqities - our communities
throughout Alaska. They will not need the many costly services and systems that so often are needed as
Llustrated in numeress studies when not praperly educated and parented and mare importantly it is

ery likely thair children wiil not need them in the future,

i

| have been blessed to see how wise

invests 8ats in reso.rces in early educational program have truly changed a generation and very likely

R ¥

the ganarations to come.

¢

i

4 5 because of L5 | am encouraging you to continue to support the funding proposed in Governor
Parnell’s original bucget which meets current funding level. You may have nqticed } did not ask to
reases are not necessary this year because of good

increase over 1astyess's handing. | believe inc

stewacdship of existing funding levels but less funding will impact the scope and effectiv

orograms. Please support and restore current

Parents as Teachers so they can continue to have such a positive impact on Al

3417 Katahdin Dr.
snchorage, AK §3502
190758 /-2357

aness of these

tunding levels of both Best Beginnings as well as those of

aska’s future.
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News Release 3/22/13
Please give the Issue some coverage

Approximately 100 disability advocates (including us) will testify at the
Anchorage [.10 today—HB65 and 66—2:30,

Advocates are asking that funding not be cut.

Our issue: How about if the state chooses respect by giving disabled
psychiatric patients and guardians with a complaint a formal appeal process past
the walls of the institutions, like in most other states. The legislature needs to
change the gricvance procedure law AS47.30.847 to give patients and guardians
these necessary rights.

-

Mental Health Advocates
Faith Myers / Dorrance Collins
929-0532

Faltt N gers
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March 20, 2013

Senator Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair Senate Finance Committee

Senator Pete Kelly, Co-Chair Senate Finance Committee
Representative Bill Stolze, Co-Chair House Finance Committee
Representative Alan Austerman, Co-Chair House Finance Committee

Gentlemen:

I am writing to express my support for full funding of the Alaska Moose Federation’s
habitat enhancement projects. The Ahtna Land Committee met on March 8, 2013. During
that meeting, the Committee unanimously passed a motion to recommend that the full
Ahtna Board support the Alaska Moose Federation request for funding to the Alaska State
Legislature for habitat enhancement and other projects. This resolution is scheduled for
action when the full Ahtna board meets on April 11, 2013,

The moose habitat projects are important to the Ahtna region because of the high demand
for our moose, especially in Game Unit 13. The habitat enhancement program will
complement our predator control program.

Ahtna fully supports the habitat enhancement projects of the Alaska Moose Federation
projects. Ahtna and the Alaska Moose Federation are working together to implement the
habitat enhancement program in our region. Moose counts have been very low in our
Game Units. Creative and innovative programs like the proposed moose habitat
enhancement prograem will improve local lands with the goal being to provide a healthy
habitat for moose. The work that the Moose Federation is proposing to do in Game Units
11 and 13 will be a blessing to all Alaskans who hunt in these units,

Sincerely

Michelle Anderson
President

Ce:  Senator Donny Olson
Senator Click Bishop
Representative Neal Foster
Representative Eric Feige

P.0. Box 649 — Glennallen, Alaska 99588
Phone: (907) 822.3476 - Fax: (907) 822-3495
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Testimony to Senate Finance Committee, March 22,2013
HB 65, 66

Mr. Chair, Committee members,

My name is Faith Myers. In the 1990’s my vocation was in Early Childhood
Education in which I havc a degree. But over the last decade, my avocation has
been in volunteering as a mental health advocate.

I would like to speak to two issues: Funding to Diversionary Mental Health
Court should not be cut.

The second issue: We are asking that money be put into the state budget to
improve the psychiatric patient grievance procedure law AS47.30.847. (There will
be a fiscal note.)

Recognition of disabled psychiatric patients (of which there are thousands)
should require the state to give all disabled psychiatric patients a special grievance
procedure. As of today, Alaska may be one of the very few states that have not set
up statewide uniform grievance procedure rules outlining due process and appeal
processes for disabled mentally ill individuals.

Most hospitals in Alaska treating disabled psychiatric patients use the Joint
Commission for the Accreditation of Hospital Organization’s grievance rules as
their foundation. (JACHO based in Illinois) Seven days to notify a disabled person
that the hospital received their complaint and then an additional seven days before
ihe hospital sends a resolution. (14 days) No appeal process required outside of the
hospitals. (Not good enough to prevent tragedies.)

In closing, we are asking the Scnate Finance Committee to budget money to
improve the grievance procedure law for disabled psychiatric patients.
(AS47.30.847) There are several work drafts available.

Thank you, Mental Health Advocate,
Faith Myers
Anchorage, AK. -929-0532
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March 22, 2013

To the hanorahle members of Senate Finance:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

1 8 asking yuu Lo Tully vestore the funde for Roct Reginninge t4 mant tha amnunt reauested by
Governor Parnell, adding $37,500 to the House amaunt.

I am also asking you to restore the funding for Parents As Teachers that was requested by Governor
Parnell, 51,042,500.

Our community has been the fortunate recipient of funds from Best Beginnings, and the Early Childhood
Development Commission has made good use of these doliars. 1hey have Drougnt TORENEr a wiue
speLt uin Wl we ganizotions and individuale to guida tham in meeting the neads of families with young
children.

For example - families tell us that the lack of indoor play space in the winter is a huge stressor - the
partnership dedicated funding to support families with physical activities for children. Providing
resources to families with young children through a community website and establishing an annual
health fair are other examples of local effarts in response to needs expressed.

They are currently working on developing a Parents As Teachers ptogram for the community.

why GO These smdll steps taltien, with so many big ticket itome on the aganda? Early rhifdhand is the
best appertunity we have to lay the foundation for a child’s life. What happens before school is hugely
infiuential in the child’s success {ar failure) in school and beyond. it would be wonderful if we couid
Inwdst even meérs in aorly childhood. In tha meantima. wea nesd 1o sunport what we have. Let's not go
backwards.

Thank you.

Cheryl Keepers
PO Box 748438

Fairbanks AK 89707



) MAR-.2-2012 ERT N1:24 PM FRKS [ FAIQIATIVE TNEN FAXY NN 10N74RRT24R oo

To: Senate Finance Committee 5 "9(9 ~/ 3

First of ail | would like to thank each one of you for your continued support with regards to restoring the
funding for Strenthening familias and for the Early childhood Menta!l Health project.

Secondly, L would like ta state thar Best beginnings has been a huge resource for families in the
community many children have been able to receive books, who under normal circumstances would not
have the apportunity to have a book read to them In the first year of their life. Learning to read and
being introduced to books at an early age supports future success in school.

Home visiting is a way for parents to get brain development information while being home with their
little ones. There are many children who wiil not qualify for infant learning programs , but could be on
the verge of belng delayed, those families need sarvices so that children are entering school ready to
learn and reach their full potential, piease consider restoring the Parents as Teachers funding to the
fevels in the Governors budget.

Best regards,

p—-
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Chirlay & a knall.com
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Fubuie Opinion Message: Reference Houge Bill 65

Forthe racord: oy nume 18 Heidi James Frost. My residence address is 13037 Ridgeview Drive,
A vehomge 2al 1y MAiting sadress is POB 243705, Anchorage, Alaska 9?524 My phone
by is 967-38 1«:‘53.;

My nerce is Heidi James Fross [ ive in Anchorage and work for the Stuteiwidu Independent
Liviag Cournil of Alsska. I weuld like to ask for the $100,000 increment for Independent
Living Sarvices to ke Xept in the operating budget. | was raised in Alaska, then Joft to serve in
tiws LS Alr Foree and then returned to Alaska, After getting out of the il tary, I was hit by a

drumk driver and since Mm 1 have had a head injury. Luckily, I am wor lu.?g and am able to e
part of the comananity. [, like the majority of individuals with disabilities, want to be an active
e vibrant additica o t:le Anchorage comnmunity. Becguse of the services offered at Centers for
Indenendent Living, many poople with disabilities find the resources to dojthe same thing, be a
part o1 their comnueity, To live, work, and participate in the community is an important aspect
of iife. Ceaters for Indenendent Living help individuals be as independent as possible — helping
pemle to live in the Tesst restrictive epvironment, helping people go back to wark, and helping
individusic be a part of the commmunity. Centers for Independent Living dcm 1 offer housing, like
assisied living houzes dc, but provide Alaskans with disabilities with a variety of services that
inerease the devidnai’s sbil'ty to live as independently as possible. These services include, but
aren’t limdted to, wiformatioz and referral, system and individnal advocacy, independent living
skills waining, peer support, and belp transitioning out of nursing home anql into less resirictive
soiloarents,

i %100,000 incremsent will be used 1o help inerease the rural outreach and increase the number
of slaces wha have gecess 10 Independent Living Services,

—— ——— _[_ -

Sivoe *P‘E"J

A de

‘”’;}j’)«'ﬁﬁ«gﬂ?.ﬁsﬁmﬁw—ff;f}/‘" \%Q\C\\ Kyt
i anes u)\\xlye\m eSshnany
“p-357-S85 35 \J(’% LOC:)

ST
P\\\&Q L


http:Li�0.:.lg

—
Lid
-1
ol
Lo
LS
o
gt

T ANCRORAGE LIO

|
|

|

|
Cocd Afternaon ¥embers of the Senate Finance Committeg, i
My oame is Estrelia Lee and [ serve as the Alaska Parents as Teachers Coor : Inator. Parents as
tearkers or PAT, i an evidence-based home visiting model. Families enrolled in the program
recelve peosTngl hame visits from rertified parent educators; group meetings; developmental,
Peaith, hazring, 204 vislon screenings; and linkages to community resources, Today | would like to
sneak to yau on behal of the program, with focus on the economics of early intervention.

Reseerch bas showr. that children who participate in early education programs receive immediate
bunefits frone improved kindevgarten readiness and long-term success, better empleyment, and
raduced delincusnt and eriminal behavior. The average annual cost for serving a family through
tnat PAT program is 34,000-55,006. U ask you to compare this cost to remed‘gal services or later
inrervention b the Office of Children’s Services when early intervention is absent.

PT inereases audy detection of developmental delays and health issues thﬁaugh provided
seceauings Wher deaye sre detacted, participating children are referred to appropriate resaurces
fer early interventian, This results in long term savinps when comparing to costs of special
educadon. Jn adduicn o earls detection, PAT also improves school readiness and success. As fewer
Y5 A0 Spent i wae £-i2 ecucation system due to reduced grade repetition, we see increased
k: ks sr001 graduatior. rates, increased college attendance rates, and Increased labor force
parveipatior: and earnisgs in adulthood. Furthermore, when participating children reach adulthood
and pave chibidsen of thewr own, they may be less likely to maltreat their own children, showcasing
zn intergenerational cost benefit
AT is designed tw enhance pavent knowiedge of child development and improve parenting
practives. Parent exlucation provided by PAT, starting with pregnant mothers, results in improved
regaancy nutomes, ultimately lowering the costs associated with premature or low-birth weight
babies. In addition Lo prenatai parent education, continuing parenting education reduces the
number of cbdd ascidents and injuries, ultimately lowering the costs for emergency room visits and
othe- mablic health ¢ara costs. Moreover, research has found that when an early childhood
Intarvention arograr is present, such as home visits that offer parent education, like those
provided by the PAT progrars, there is a reduction in child maltreatment While children
parbicipants veap the greatest henefit, government and tax payers also benefit from lower costs to
the child weltare systein. Undeniably, when a child is raised tn 2 home environment that is
cenducive to healrhy development, they are more likely to become a more pr;oducﬁve, jaw-abiding
cinzer. in adulthood, definitively impaosing lower costs on soclety from crime and welfare use.

The coonamic efficienty of the Parents as Teachers program is clear. There a%re few invgs}:ments
Phat wove the srte of retorn that early childhood programs do. Investing in Alaska's families,
beginniag in childeer's earliest years, produces significant long-term benefits not only for program
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pai tisipants, but ous communities as well. !
[z i \ l/
EiceNoy Lee

Eatreila Lee
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