April 11, 2014

The Honorable Alan Austerman The Honorable Bill Stoltze
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee Co-Chair, House Finance Committee

Oppose amendments to SB 64 weakening Alaska’s drunk driving law
Dear Co-Chair Austerman, Co-Chair Stoltze and members of the House Finance Committee,

Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) is urging you to protect the public on Alaska roads by opposing
amendments to SB 64 which would make the use of ignition interlocks optional for convicted drunk drivers
and. This amendment would be detrimental to public safety and compromise the livelihood of Alaska
residents.

In 2008, Alaska enacted one of the first laws to require all convicted drunk drivers to use an ignition
interlock. Since the law took effect, drunk driving deaths have decreased by 28 percent. Nationally, drunk
driving deaths have only decreased by 11 percent. Today, Alaska is one of twenty states to require ignition
interlocks for anyone convicted of drunk driving. Last week, Alabama and Mississippi legislatures enacted
similar laws so, upon signature by their respective governors, twenty-two states will have these lifesaving
laws.

MADD supports all offender ignition interlock laws because ignition interlocks separate drinking and
driving. Alcohol ankle bracelets have a place in the adjudication process but are not proven effective in
stopping drunk drivers. In fact, ankle bracelets WILL NOT stop a drunk driver from starting his or her vehicle.
An ignition interlock will.

Ignition interlocks are a strong deterrent to drunk driving behavior. License suspension alone no
longer works as research shows 50 to 75 percent of drunk drivers will continue to drive on a suspended
license. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), requiring or highly incentivizing
interlocks for all convicted drunk drivers reduces drunk driving recidivism by 67 percent. .

“First-time” offenders are rarely first-time drunk drivers. Conservative estimates show that a first-time
convicted DUI offender has driven drunk at least 80 times prior to being arrested.

Ignition interlocks are paid for by the convicted drunk driver, at no cost to the public. Interlocks are
proven to save lives and protect the public, while giving DUl offenders the opportunity to continue driving.
Now is the chance for you to make a difference. If you have any questions or need more information, please
contact Frank Harris at frank.harris@madd.org or 877.275.6233.

MADD urges you to oppose any amendments to weaken Alaska’s ignition interlock law by giving judges
the option to order an interlock or an alcohol ankle bracelet. Thank you for your prompt consideration of this
request.

Sincerely,

Jan Withers
MADD National President
Enclosures












Status of State Ignition Interlock Laws

* California’s pilot program covers the counties of Los Angeles, Alameda, Sacramento, and Tulare. These counties combined have a population of over 13 million. *

Mandatory with a BAC Mandatory with a
of .08 or greater BAC of .15 or greater
Alaska Missouri Alabama | New
(1/09) (3/14) (9/12) Hampshire
16 BAC
(7107)
Arizona Nebraska Delaware | New
9/07) (1/09) (7/09) Jersey
(1/10)
ATKansas New Florida North
(4/09) Mexico (10/08) Carolina
(6/05) (12/07)
California New York Iowa** Oklahoma
Pilot (8/10) 10BAC | (11/11)
Program* (7/95)
(7/10)
Colorado Oregon Maryland | Texas
(1/09) (1/08) (10/11) (9/05)
Connecticut | Tennessee Michigan | Wisconsin
(1/12) (7/13) I7BAC (7/10)
(10/10)
Hawaii Utah Minnesota | Wyoming
(1/11) (7/09) .16 BAC (7/09)
(7/11)
Illinois Virginia Nevada
.18 BAC
(1/09) (7/12) (7108)
Kansas Washington
/11 (1/09)
Louisiana West
(7/07) Virginia
(7/08) (month/year listed note effective date)
Maine
(12/13)

In lowa, interlocks are required starting on the first conviction for offenders with a BAC of .10 or greater.

Mandatory Not )
with a second mandatory
conviction J ?dlcl‘d'l
discretion
Georgia California
(5/99) for any offender
Idaho Indiana
(10/00) for any offender
Massachusetts Kentucky
(1/06) for any offender
Mississippi North Dakota
(7/14) for any offender
Montana Rhode Island
(5/09) Jor repeat offenders
Ohio
(9/08)
Pennsylvania DC
(10/03) any offender can
choose to go an
interlock
South South Dakota
Carolina part of the 24/7
(1/00\ program
Vermont

any offender can
choose to go an
interlock
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