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Aprl 2, 2014

Representatve Kurt Olson, Chatr
House Labor & Commerce Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol Building

Janeau, AK 99801

Honorable Representative Olson,

Thank you for accepting my written comments in support of Senate Bill 99 specifically as it relates to the Alaska Industrial
Development and Export Authoriry (AIDEA) issuing bonds to finance infrastructure and construction for the Niblack Project

and the Bokan-Dotson Ridge project.

1 don’t need to remind the legislature that Ketchikan and Prince of Wales Island were dramatically impacted with the
downtumn in the tmber industry in the 1990s. We were hit hard with the loss of year round living wage jobs and many families
were not able to continue residing in Southeast Alaska. Southeast has struggled to diversify our economy after experiencing
the economic fallout of the timber industry. The mining opportunities presented on Price of Wales Island are promising and

would provide a positive impact to our economy while helping us ensure diversification and strength.

ATIDYEA has a very successful history in this region partering with industry to create a business climate that allows for a stable
economy. The head-of-household wages that were previously lost in the timber industry would be replaced with mining jobs.

A stable economy with living wage jobs 1s paramount to maintain a positive sacio-economic population base. Additonally,
investments in large infrastucture projects can allow the Southeast Region an opportunity to grow. One of our government’s
roles s 10 provide an environment in which business can thrive. SB 99 is quality legisladon that provides just that.

It is with the above information in mund that I urge you to support and pass SB 99.

Thank you in advance for your kind consideration in this matter.

Paul Axelson

Operatons Manager
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