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Sy iata. RE: SB 26 Lang oisposatsfﬁx}@s; Water Rights ~ ~~——"

; el e/ - T
Alslnagiic Dear Senate Finance Committee m mbers,

Chignik P
’ As the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Bristol Bay Natlve Assoclation, | am writing to

convey the serlous concerns we have with $8 26 and ask that you take into conslderation our
Cigklae  comments when the biii comes before the Senate Finance Committee.

Chign’k Legaon

Gl el The Bristol Bay Native Associatlon s an Alaska Native regionai non-profit corporation anda

Outyung tonsortium of the 31 federally recognized tribes of the Bristol Bay reglon, The watershed of the
Bgegit Bristol Bay reglon Supports the werld's most prolific wild salmon runs, Harvesting this resource Js
Biuk essentlal 1o the continued cultural and economic viabiiity of the diverse Alaska Natlve cu'zures of our
Blone region, and to the economic well-belng of the Siate of Alaska,

Igiogiy Bristol Bay Native Associatlon has worked hard 10 secure aver $500,000 to support water reservation
Lismna applications by member tribes and other non-governmental entitles for the protection of fish and
to‘Boy wildlife habitar, migration, and Propagation. These funds have been used to pay for fieid work by
Kok USGS and qualified hydrologists as weil as the technical expertise needed to perfect {final ze) these

appilcations, To date, this includes fourteen (14} stream reservation applications for which data is
King Satwon  gtf|] being coliected and final appilcations being worked on In accordance with current water
Kokbanck reservation statues and regulations

Kaiiganck Section 40 In SB 26 s especiaily troublesome as jt removes the abllity of organizations such as BBNA
Levelock to apply for & reservation of water to maintain sufficiant water flow for protection of fish and
Muckeen:  Wildlife, In addition to affecting the fourteen stream reservation applications referenced above, this
provision would also eliminate the right of tribes and others to file future applications to #nsure
vaiuable watar resources and uses are protected. Furthermore, there Is no fiscal note assoclated
New 3updok  with this bill, Does DNR, ADF&G and DEC have an existing surplus of funding and expertisz on hand
Newkalen to take on soke responsibility for reserving water when and wherever needed In the State of Alaska?

Mondatt.

Naknak

Thank you for YOUur consideration. Piease contact Courtenay Gomez, Naturai Resources Director at
Fedro Bay 907-842-6244 or ceomez@bbna com if the cammlttee has questions or wouid like additional
Femyville Information regarding our initiaf comments.

Fle: 2ol Sincerely,
Pant Heidey
T e Ml
Pattwge C vak
Sout, N»ﬂf" Ralph Andersen, President and CED
Bristol Bay Native Assoclation
Togick
Twin Hilk Ce Senator Stevens

Ugaehik Represertative Ecdgmon
Representative Herron



