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GUEST COMMENTARY: Solution
needed for Cook Inlet salmon dilemma

ARNI THOMSON, ALASKA SALMON A‘LLIANCE

The Anchorage/MatSu region is the major population center in Alaska and the fastest growing area in Alaska. Cook Inlet,
an integral part of the region, separates two of Alaska’s major river systems, the Kenai River watershed, on the Kenai
Peninsula and the Susitna River watershed, adjacent to Anchorage and the Mat-Su Valley. '

This area is also unique in that it is centrally located on the only major paved highway system in Alaska, and Alaskans
treasure their right to get out and fish for “their salmon” in the summer months. '

Presently, 54 perceht of the State’s total population of 722,000 people is located in Anchorage and the Mat-Su Borough.
The Mat-Su Borough has been experiencing phenomenal growth, with the population having increased 50 percent in the

past 10 years, from 60,000 to 91,000 peopie, and it is projected to doubie again in the next decade. A major portion of all
statewide sport anglers and personal-use fishermen reportedly fish for salmon in upper Cook Inlet.

The salmon of Cook Inlet also support a traditional commercial fishery that has been sustainably operating for over 130
years. A stabie number of commercial fishing permit holders (most of whom are year-round residents), the companies
that process the fish, and all of the supporting busiriesses combine to contribute a aritical portion of the economy of the
Kenai Peninsuia and Southcentral Alaska.

Some representatives of the sport angling community have spent years framing a ‘war” between the commercial fishery
and the guide/charter businesses and recreational users. It is in everyone's best interest to resolve the conflict with long-
term solutions. i

Last year, Kenai River Late Run King salmon retums were late and some Kenai in-river sport and charter fishermen were
closed down to preserve king salmon for spawning escapement, along with the Eastside Set Net fishermen, or ESSN,
who fish along the beaches on the Eastside of the intet. ' : '

Post-season analysis showed that the 2012 closures on the Kenai were unnecessary and were the result of previously
misunderstood counting and run timing issues. In addition, Mat-Su drainage sport and charter fishermen also suffered
from closures.

As a result, the Alaska Board of Fisheries sanctioned a King saimon task force this winter involving major stakeholdérs,

although a meaningful diaiogue is in progress, few consensus recommendations have suiaced.
In search of solutions the following conicepts need to be considered:

* There is a wealth of new information in the form of genetic studies analyzing the makeup of the ESSN king salmon
catch. Genetic stock analysis indicates the commercial fishermen are not the problem they were long thought to be, and
that they harvest only 13 percent of the catch, a significant new development in the time-wom debate, Additional genstic
studies focused on Cook Inlet silvers need 16 be initiated.

* A new Kenai River Late Run King salmon study report documents that these stocks do not show a long-term pattern of
decline. This new data shows no sign that Kenai Kings are overexploited, with an expioitation rate for all user groups of
just under 40 percent. The conclusion from last year's fisheries, is that there was not a problem in terms of king salmon

abundance, and uniform agreement that ADFG needs to develop a state of the art integrated sonar and weir system for

, http://www.aiaskajoumal.com/core/pagemols.php?pageid=33905&url=%2FAlaska—Jouma1... 371 4/20‘13




. . Alaska Journal of Commerce | GUEST COMMENTARY: Solution needed for Cook Inlet... Page 2 of 2

counting fish and 1o devise a daily reporting system for Kings coming into the Kenai River. Kenai River Late Run Chinook
have met their escapement goat for the past 26 years. : :

* There are serious management conflicts between Sockeye and Chinook salmon management. Both plans direct ADFG
to meet escaperment goals for sustained yield management. These conflicts should be reviewed.

= Sockeye salmon provide for the needs of a much larger number of users than Chinook salmon. Cook Inlet Sockeye is
the fish that drives the Kenai Peninsula economy' and benefits most Alaskans. For the benefit of all user groups, ADFG
needs to manage the sockeye runs for the maximum sustained yield. The commercial sector needs regulatory stability fo
conduct and ptan business for the future. Regulatory changes and management decisions have far-reaching impacts and
must be designed using the hest évailable science. This is essentiaf for the long-term heaith of the resource and the
economies that are built around harvesting that resource.

* In addition, there are valid concams about the sustainability of certain salmon stacks in‘northern Cook Inlet, A growing
number of scientists agree the spread of Northemn Pike and their predation on juvenile salmon is a huge threat to most
salmon stocks in the Mat-Su drainage. ADFG needs to get more proactive in dealing with that probiem and needs fo help
with funds for seasonai “notching” of beaver dams that are impeding salmon passage.

These are the facts that all the residents in the Cook Inlet basin wi!ik have to deal with if‘we want to preserve our “salmon
culture.” Working together will greatly increase our ability to succeed.

Ami Thomson is the Executive Director of the Alaska Salmon Alfiance.
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Effective mixed stock management of king and sockeve salmon in Cook inlet requires. letaneus harvests.
This provides positive economic and social benefits for thousands of Alaska commermal and personal use

fishing families.

We are in a period of low abundance of king salmon. Though the numbers are down, late run Kenai River king
salmon escapement goals have been met in each of the last twenty-five vears, and exceeded escapement goals
in 17 of those years.*

Last year, sport and commiercial fishers were devastated when king salmon conservation concerns forced the
closure of the Kenai River. Post-season analysis showed that those closures were.urinecessary, and by a wide
margin. They were the result of previously misunderstood counting and run timing issues.

Mixed stock management, if done properly, can improve the shared harvest of salmon in Cook Inlet,
+

particularly if the concept of *fishing on abundance” is emploved on a routine basis.

“Fishing on abundance” works like this: as massive schools of sockeye move
toward the rivers, kings are pushed away from the beaches. Therefore, large
harvests of sockeye can occur with minimal impact on kings.

If commercial and sport users cooperate and let the principle of “fishing on abundance”’ do its work, harvests
can be more abundant for all users.

Monday, July 15 was an example of the success of "fishing on abundance.” Commercial drift and set-netters in
Cook inlet harvested 775,000 sockeye and 377 kings. Of those 377 kings, not all were bound for the Kenai river,
and only 132 would likely have been 29 inches or larger, as counted by DiDSON sonar and valued by Kenai River
sportfishers,” v

-Alliance.
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Events Calendar

"Make it Monday” forum - Solutions for Cook
inlet Salmon Management

Date: October 28, 2013 Time: 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Courtesy of Alaska Journal of Commerce

Event Description

Hannah Harrison, environmental and development
consultant, will moderate a panel discussion
focusing on solutions for future Cook Inlet salmon
returns and fisheries management.

Panel: Ricky Gease, Kenai Sports Fishing
Association; Rod Arno, executive director of the
Alaska Qutdoor Council; Paul Dale with the Alaska
Salmon Alliance; and Dwight Kramer, Cook Inlef
Task Force public stakeholder representative

Deadline to RSVP is 5 p.m. Friday.

Members: $23 ($26 at door)

Member Table: $184 (table for 8, in advance only)
Non-Members: $31

Students: $25

Anchorage Chamber of Commerce - "Make it Monday” forum - Solutions for Cook Inlet ...

To Current Calendar

Event Sponsors
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Event Location
Dena'ina Center, 2nd floor

Contact Information
J.J. Harrier
send an email

Event Options
current weather
print this page
email fo a friend
share on Facebook
share on Twitter
share on Linkedin
share on Pinterest
add to Calendar

Set a Reniinder-
email to” S

1Day v

before the event.
Set Reminder

To Current Calendar

http://anchoragechamber.chambermaster.com/Events/details/make-it-monday-forum-solu...
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You are invited to attend

Alaska Salmon Alliance
Open House Forum

Monday, October 28t from 6-8:30pm
at the BP Energy Center

Driving directions: from New Seward Hwy, turn right in BP’s SW entrance. Turn right at first stop-sign into
parking lot. Follow footpath to entrance.
Eastbound on Benson Blvd: Turn right into BP’s main entrance. Turn right and follow access road to 4-way

stop. Continue through intersection into parking lot. Follow footpath to entrance.

Tuesday, October 29t from 6-8:30pm

at the Palmer Train Depot R

610 S. Valley Way, Palmer

Join us for a facilitated discussion about Cook Inlet salmon fisheries.
We will be looking to hear from all user groups and gear types and
identify ways we can collectively make our fisheries more sustainable
for future generations.

These events are free and open to the public.
Light refreshments will be served.
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Facts and Cooperation Equal Cook '!‘niet.&a«!mm,‘ﬁ‘;j

for all User Groups

We all value the resource. Salmon fishing, one way or an- |’
grown-up in-Alaska. It is.a part |

other; is how many of us have
of our history and our tie to our home. ‘ L
As the debate over king salimon escapement; and how best to

protect the fishery- escalates; it is imperative to keep the focus
on facts and strong future runs — in ‘a-cooperative fashion: The |
desire to allow. the dialogue to devolve into-emotion and anec- - |

doteis powerful. However, to assure:that:allusers in-the Cook

Inlet salmon fishery continue to have‘accessvto:thesé,amazing :

a5

resources, it is imperative we work tofind common groumd.

The Alaska Department of Fish-and Game has said that -
while king salmon returns-are low this year, they, are not -
in jeopardy. Infact the most recent counts indicate that we

are-on track to-making escapement. This historic, valuable,

unique run is not going away. I want.to-underscore that late.
run Kenai River king salmon escapement goals have been. "
met in-each:of the last twenty-five “years- and-were-over-eg-

caped'in nine of the last ten years. The recent closures were 6-
assure the escapement goal would be met once again, nothing
more, o

It is hortful and unfair when people accuse Cook Inlet:com-

~ mercial setnet and driftnet fishers of purposefully taking king
salmon, or wanting t6 do away with the fishery. “In fact; the

opposite is true. The Cook Inlet commercial salmon fishers.
thrive.. - L : . : :

The economic-impact of both sport and commercial fishing
in-Cook Inlet is tremendously valuable. There should bBe no:
debate about cheosing one over the other. B

The-commercial industry creates 5000-jobs-and more than
$200 million in economic value to-Cook Inlet communities.
These are mostly Alaska jobs created by mostly Alaska owned
permits that are handed:down from generation to generation.

There is significant economic impact from king fishing.
guides and a rich-history of Alaska sport fishing guides catch-
ing the:mighty king salmon. V ; :

The Alaska Salmon Alliance is not supportive of the lawsuit
filed by some Cook Inlet Commercial Fishers and is focused

haye every reason to want to-see the king salmen sport fishery =

on finding common ground through science-based resource

management. With cooperation, we know the king and red

salmon, commercial and sport fisheries. can provide-a continu-

ing bounty for all users. ‘
Arni Thomson, Executive Director
© Alaska Salmon Alliance

Kenai, Alaska

Letters to the Editor:

Write:: ) Fax:
Peninsula:Clarion 807-283-3299
RO, Box:83009 Questions? Call
907-283-7551

Kenai, AK 99611

S ,,E-mail:'news@peninsulaclarion.com: .
The Peninsula Clarion welcomes letters and: attempts to.

‘publish allthose- received, subject to.afew guidelines:
B All letters mustinclude the writer's:name, phone num-
ber and address. © - R B

B Leiters are limited fc 500 words and may be-edited to
fit avallable space. Letters are run‘in the order they are
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FOR THE\COUN TRY.

e R R R
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\
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HAVE BEEN.. . HAVE ALREADY..  prpave |
{75 TOO WHY SGPREAP:-TO HAVEN'T!
LATE NOW. ‘ 1. OTHER STATES. THIS . .
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Arni Thomson

-

“om: UCIDA ~ Audrey <info@ucida.org>
nte Thursday, January 09, 2014 9:10 AM
To: UCIDA ~ Audrey
Subject: Voices of the Peninsula: All fisheries are important to community

CLARION

Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2014

Voices of the Peninsula: All fisheries are important to community

By Amber Every, Fair Fishing 907

“Why do we have to fight so hard to be able to fish?” — g question we keep getting from our chiidren, many of
whom are 4th and 5th generation commercial fisherman and setnetters in Upper Cook Inlet. The Alaska
Fisheries Conservation Alliance’s recent statewide initiative targeting Cook Inlet Setnetters is indeed a very
difficult thing to try to understand, let alone explain to our children, friends, and neighbors.

"Tere is the question that we keep coming back to: Why is feeding the world an abundant, natural and healthy
stein — Wild Salmon — any less important than the recreational fishing that takes place in our rivers? It's

not. Both fisheries have a social and economic value, and a unique place in this wonderful State of Alaska. Both

are vitally important to the economy and the culture of the coastal communities that host and depend on them.

We refuse to stoop to the level of greed that Bob Penney and his myriad of “Sportfishing Organizations” and
“Conservation Alliances” are exhibiting. Our children, our community, our neighbors, and our families deserve
better than this. So how do we fix these “fish wars” that have been waged for years? We rise above it! We stand
up and say ALL fisheries are an important part of this state, and will exist for many generations to come. We
come TOGETHER for solutions to protect our diverse fishery and the resource it depends on.

The Kenai Peninsula holds the most accessible river systems in the State of Alaska. We have a large and
growing number of people coming to play in our rivers, a very sensitive and limited resource. Each user group
needs sensible limits — responsible management cannot allow unbridled growth on a limited resource, We must
limit the number of boats we allow over the spawning grounds, we must put some limits on the ever growing
dipnet fishery, and we must have limits and guidelines as to the amount of commercial activity we allow — in
both the salt and fresh waters.

ADF&G has set escapement goals that are predicted to produce the highest sustained yields for each species,
which benefits ALL Alaskans and fish user groups. In the past 27 years this goal has been met and more often
than not exceeded for late run Kenai chinook, the strongest of the Kenai’s two chinook runs and the only Kenai
chinook run harvested by Cook Inlet Setnets.

aieving these escapement goals has not been without difficulty and sacrifice. The last several seasons have
been full of restrictions for all user groups in order to achieve escapement. The escapement itself has come into
question, with user groups enduring restrictions only to see escapement numbers adjusted upwards post-season
1



- by ADF&G after all the data was analyzed. Interestingly, the most historic, dependable, and accurate Kenaj
chinook data we have is that of the Cook Inlet Setnet fishery. It shows a low (13 percent) setnet harvest of this
run. This rate has remained relatively constant throughout the decades despite changes in run strength, political -
pressure, and market value of this great fish. ‘-

The difficulty of enumerating a minority species in a river full of other fish cannot be understated. Multiple
postseason adjustments, recent escapement goal changes, and evidence of density dependent impacts due to past
errors in counting have many of us thinking maybe it’s time for ADF&G to spend some of the $30 million
Governor Parnell issued for chinook research to fund an independent outside review of the counting systems for
the Kenai River.

Alaskan chinook are experiencing a period of low productivity — that’s certainly true here on the Kenai. We
don’t know exactly why, but we do know (due to commercial catch records) that it has happened before, and
could be largely a natural, cyclical phenomenon. But maybe we should look at the habitat of these chinook
salmon. How are they reproducing, what is the number and condition of the juvenile salmon, or smolt, coming
from the Kenai River? How is freshwater survivability? What effects have years of increasing pressure had on
the riparian habitat of these fish? These are all areas that are not being funded or studied on the most popular
river in Alaska despite the millions of dollars Alaska is spending on chinook salmon research.

To all the Alaska Legislators and Board of Fish members — we ask that you take the approach that all fisheries
are important to the people, communities, culture, and economy of this State and that you will fight for them all
in an honorable way. Politics and money are ruining this wonderful, diverse fishery and with it many
fisherman’s lives. We are fathers, we are grandmothers, we are children, sons and daughters, and we are
families. We are a community filled with generations of fishing families that will continue to fight for this way
of life because we believe that feeding the world a nataral and healthy protein — Wild Salmon — is worth it.

Submitied by Amber Every on behalf of Fair F ishing 907.

Audrey Salmon

Cffice Manager

United Cook Inlet Drift Association

907-260-9436
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cell: 907.929.0388 office: 907,335.10005
acccrabak(@earthlink. net
www.aksalmonalliance.org

“Waorking for Aaska's Salmon Future Today”

Alaska Salmon Alliance Testimony to The Alaska Board of Fisheries
on Upper Cook Inlet Salmon Fisheries
Arni Thomson Executive Director
February 1, 2014

Good day Mr. Chairman and members of the Board of Fisheries, my name is Arni
Thomson, I am Executive Director of the Alaska Salmon Alliance with offices in Kenai
and Anchorage, Alaska. The Alaska Salmon Alliance (ASA) represents Snug Harbor
Sfds., Pacific Star Seafoods, Icicle Seafoods, Great Pacific Seafoods, Inlet Processors and
Fishawk Seafoods, all registered Alaskan corporations with plants and operations
throughout the Kenai Peninula. ASA is also comprised of numerous fishermen
supporters that reside on the Peninsula. Our companies and fishermen have for decades
been economically dependent on the sockeye salmon production of drift net boats and
shorebased set net independent family owned businesses on the Kenai Peninsula, as the
main stay product that supports our operations. The commercial sockeye salmon fishery
is the core fishery that is responsible for us being able to maintain plant operations
on the Peninsula, and to attract halibut, black cod, and Pacific cod from this region,
and to also attract salmon species from other regions, including Bristol Bay, the
Yukon River, Kotzebue and Prince William Sound. We depend on regulatory stability
and we have a pressing need for an orderly harvest spread out over an extended period of
time to insure premium product quality and to maintain a stable labor force.

The ASA has submitted two on time public comments, PC 198 and 199, RC 79 and 87.
PC 198 is a list of 239 persons and their contact information who responded to an ASA
web site request for persons who wished their names to be counted as supporters of an
ASA Save Our Kings request to the Board of Fisheries “to take decisive and immediate
action to protect spawning king salmon and their freshwater spawning and rearing habitat
within the Kenai River.”

PC 199 is an anthology of 25 published articles about the Cook Inlet and Kenai River
salmon fisheries conflict. The purpose of the submission is to assist Board of Fisheries
members and the public in recalling the numerous newsworthy events involving the Cook
Inlet salmon fisheries over the last twelve months. Included in the selection are
numerous articles that have been authored by the commercial fishermen and
representatives recommending mutual respect, sharing of the harvest, cooperation and
dialogue to seek common ground in an open public process that will lead to an increase in
abundance of Cook Inlet salmon resources.




Finally RC 79 is an economic summary of the significance of Kenai Peninsula salmon
and other fisheries. This illustrates that Cook Inlet salmon fisheries are a huge economic
driver for the region, with an economic footprint of $350 million which includes an
annual payroll over $100 million for 5,000 persons directly employed in the industry.



100 Trading Bay #1, PO Box 586 Kenai, AK 99611
cell: 907.929.0388 office: 907,335.10005
acccrabak@earthlink.net

www.aksalmonalliance.org

"Working for Maska's Salmon Future Today”

Significant economic facts from: Cook Inlet Drift and Set Net Salmon Fisheries report,
Northern Economics, May 2013:

3,600 harvester jobs, 2011; overall AK residency 80%; Tables 16,17, pps. 24, 25, 26.
1,617 processing jobs, 2011, Tables 32, 33, 34, p. 41.

Fourth largest Alaska salmon fishery in value in 2011 at $54.2 million, exceeds all lower
48 salmon fisheries in ex-vessel value. Page ES-1.

$212 million first wholesale export value, Kenai, Seward, Whittier and Anchorage
processing plants. All species, salmon, halibut, sablefish, cod, from Kenai Peninsula
landings. Table 29, p. 39. All plants have unique access to an international logistical
hub between Stevens airport and the road system to the lower 48. For the many
processing companies located in this area, Cook Inlet sockeye salmon is the critical part
of the processing mix that creates diversity and capacity that enables these plants to
take fish from other regions.

$350 million---overall economic contribution to the Cook Inlet region. (Based on
conservative, but realistic multipliers developed by Northern Economics in 2011 for the
Marine Conservation Alliance, Marcus Hartley, Northern Economics)

$2.15 billion equals the accumulated harvest value of the Cook Inlet salmon fishery from
1980-2011, using inflation adjusted 2012 dollars. Page ES-2; and Pages 11 and 13;
Tables 7 and 9.

Sixth largest port in the US in landed value—the Kenai Peninsula —if total fishery
landings of all species from Seward, Kenai, Homer and Anchorage are aggregated as one
port. Page ES-1.

Labor income (payroll) 2011, to fishermen, crew and permit holders at 60 percent of
exvessel revenue

Set and drift net harvester salmon: $34 million, Pages 27, 28, 29.

Set and drift net harvesters in other fisheries: $30 million, Page 30, Fig 19.

Set and drift net harvesters from 2™ jobs: $14. 3 million, Page 32, Table 22.
Sub Total—harvester income: $78.0 million

Processing labor income: $30 million, Page 40, Tables 30-31

and foothote 11.

Total payroll in 2011 Kenai Peninsula fisheries: $108, million

Arni Thomson
Executive Director
Alaska Salmon Alliance
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EDITORIAL: Scapegoating Webster is a
setback for Cook Inlet

ANDREW JENSEN MANAGING EDITOR

On April 8, a joint session of the Alaska Legislature confirmed 87 of 88 appointments put forth by Gov. Sean Parnell and
rejected a third term for Board of Fisheries member Vince Webster by a single vote.

Not that relations between commercial and sport stakeholders in Cook Iniet weren't frosty prior to the vote, but the
campaign waged against Bristol Bay setnetter Webster by the Kenai River Sportfishing Association is yet another chili to
any hope of thawing the perpetual conflict now exacerbated by low returns of Kenai River kings.

Never mind that the Board of Fisheries vote was 7-0 to adopt a new escapement goal range put forth by the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game for Kenai kings based on new sonar counters, or that the same full board unanimously
refused to adopt any new management measures at its statewide meeting in late March.

in the days leading up to the vote on Parnell’s nominations, KRSA put out action alerts urging its supporters to call
legislators to oppose Webster, blaming him for the failure of the Upper Cook Inlet Task Force to reach consensus on
new management measures and for the adoption of the escapement goal KRSA did not support.

Again, never mind that board member Tom Kluberton of Talkeetna co-chaired the task force along with Webster, or that
Fairbanks sport guide Reed Morisky, who KRSA backed for the board earlier this year when Bill Brown of Juneau
resigned before his term was up, also voted for the ADFG recommendation.

It really makes no sense to allege Webster — who as a commercial fishermen is in the minority on the board — is some
kind of diabolical mastermind able to lead the other six members around by the nose all the while acting in bad faith and
conspiring with some 16 or so ADFG scientists to come up with a questionable escapement goal.

KRSA directed no blame at any other members — Kiuberton and Morisky were confirmed easily April 8 — or at board
chairman Karl Johnstone, who is also strongly backed by the powerful sportfishing lobby group.

The thought here is that Parnell said it best in a statement: “It is disappointing, discouraging and disheartening when bad
information or politics prevent a quaiified Alaskan from serving our state.”

It most certainly is, and the 30 legislators guliible or susceptible enough to fall for KRSA’s talking points about Webster
should take a hard look at the composition of the Board of Fisheries they just created with just one member from
Southeast — commercial fishermen John Jensen from Petersburg (no relation to this writer) — and nobody from

Alaska's best-known fishery in Bristol Bay.

The current composition of the board is now tremendously out of whack with four members bearing the KRSA stamp of
approval and just two — Jensen and Sue Jeffery of Kodiak — with commercial fishing experience.

Despite all the clamor from legislators alleging an ADFG bias in favor of commercial fishing, Cook Inlet setnetters — who
lost out on more than 90 percent of their typical harvest due to king salmon conservation closures in 2012 — have
continually seen their fishing time and opportunity eroded by management decisions by the board to put additional kings

as well as sockeyes into the rivers.

http://www.alaskajournal .com/core/pagetools.php ?pageid=34240&url=%2F Alaska-Journal... 3/20/2014
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Atter the 2011 regular Cook Inlet board meeting, Johnstone said the allocative decisions pushed by KRSA made at that
meeting, including the shift in harvest away from setnetters to the drift fleet and to in-river users, were worth, “millions of
dollars” in some cases.

With that kind of money at stake, it is ridiculous to hold Webster accountabile for the failure of a task force with no
regulatory authority to broker a compromise between users with hardened positions, especially when the KRSA proposal
was to restrict setnetters to just two, 12-hour fishing periods per week from July 1 1o Aug. 10 when king saimon
escapement is projected to be as high as 22,000 fish.

KRSA might as well hold Moses responsible for not working things out between the Egyptians and the Jews.

The East Side setnetters have fished the Iniet for a century, legally harvesting and selling king salmon all the while.
That's what made an amendment offered up by Rep. Bill Stoltze, R-Chugiak, to a House resolution such a poison pill and
illustrative of the sort of misinformation that makes difficult fisheries decisions nearly impossible.

In his amendment to a resolution intended for the North Pacific Fishery Management Council requesting reductions in
Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska king salmon bycatch, Stoltze singled out the Cook Inlet setnetters as having king saimon
“pbycatch” in their fishery.

To be clear: When a Cook Inlet setnetter catches a king, that is a legal harvest. When a pollock trawler catches a king,
that is a prohibited species catch, a.k.a. bycatch.

Caliing king salmon harvest by setnetters bycatch is not only technically wrong, it is, frankly, offensive to fishermen
who've been setting their nets at the same sites for generations without a negative impact on Cook Inlet kings.

Parnell will have to make another appointment to the board to fill Webster's seat, and based on standard practice he will
have to nominate someone from the commercial sector.

At this point, finding a good candidate to fill the seat may be difficult when they could be subjected to the same sort of
unfair and personal attacks leveled against Webster for the privilege of sitting on a board where they are in a minority to
KRSA-backed members who are held to a different level of accountability.

Maybe that’s what the Kenai River Sportfishing Association is really after.

Andrew Jensen can be reached at andrew.jensen@alaskajournal.com.

http://www.alaskajournal.com/core/pagetools.php?pageid=34240& url=%2F Alaska-Journal... 3/20/2014
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Sport group sinks Gov’s Board of
Fisheries nomination

BOB TKACZ FOR THE JOURNAL

JUNEAU — Following an intense lobbying campaign by the Kenai River Sportfishing Association, Anchorage and upper
Railbelt Republicans led the legislature’s rejection of the reappointment of two-term Board of Fisheries member Claude
“Vince” Webster on April 8.

KRSA announced its opposition to Webster at his April 1 Senate Resources Committee meeting. KRSA Executive
Director Ricky Gease and constant companion Reuben Hanke, a Kenai River fishing guide, were seen through the rest
of the week visiting lawmakers’ offices.

Neither is a registered lobbyist and Rep. Peggy Wilson, a Wrangell Republican and Webster supporter, said after the
foint confirmation session she was considering filing a complaint against them for lobbying beyond the 10-hour limit on
unregistered lobbyists.

[Clarification: Reuben Hanke is not listed in the 2013 registered lobbyist directory. Hanke is classified as a
‘representational lobbyist” by Kenai River Sportfishing Assaciation and is not required to file as a “registered lobbyist.”
The difference between a representational lobbyist and a registered lobbyist is that representational lobbyists may only
be compensated for travel expenses. Representational lobbyists are also not subject to the 10-hour limit on lobbying for
unregistered lobbyists. KRSA Executive Director Ricky Gease may not exceed the 10-hour limit. In a statement to the
Joumal after publication, Gease said he had not exceeded the 10-hour limit. Gease and KRSA Board Chairman Eldon
Mulder declined to be interviewed by Tkacz in the preparation of this article.]

Several lawmakers said before the 20-30 vote, that they were sending a message to ADFG Commissioner Cora
Campbell and her biologists.

“In many cases it was a vote against the Department of Fish and Game and some of the governor’s appointees. Not just
Board of Fish appointees but department staff and Commissioner Campbell,” said Chugiak Republican Rep. Bill Stoltze,
who led the attack against Webster during the annual joint House floor session.

In a hearing last week Stoltze said it was a “no-brainer” that ADFG is biased in favor of the seafood industry.

“The constituency | represent are highly frustrated by the lack of fish and the quality of fishing. They're essentially saying,
‘lets deliver a message to people that are involved in the whole fishery process, to include nomination, that we want the
fish to come first,” said Senate President Charlie Huggins of Wasilla.

Webster was the only one of 88 board and commission appointees who was not confirmed. He is also the only one of
three board appointees who is a commercial fisherman. Reappointees Tom Kluberton, a Talkeetna lodge owner, and
Reed Morisky, a new appointee and Fairbanks fishing guide, were confirmed without objection.

Webster, a Bristol Bay set and gilinet fisherman, completes his term on the board June 30.

Objections were voiced during the session to the confirmations of Game Board reappointees Peter Probasco and Nathan
Turner, former Anchorage police chief Mark Mew to the Alaska Police Standards Council and Gioria O’Neill to the
University of Alaska Anchorage board of regents. After lawmakers discussed their concerns they withdrew their
objections and none cast opposition votes.

http://www.alaskajoumal.com/core/pagetools.php‘?pageid=34246&url=%2FA}aska-Jmmm} 171717014
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In Webster’s case, 19 of the 21 opposing House votes and six of nine in the Senate came from Anchorage, Mat-Su and
Fairbanks area Republicans.

“It is disappointing, discouraging and disheartening when bad information or politics prevent a qualified Alaskan from
serving our state,” Parnell said in a prepared statement.

Neither the governor’s office nor commercial fishing organizations backing Webster appeared to realize the extent of the
opposition, and effort, against Webster. Heather Brakes, the governor’s legislative liaison and Jason Hooley, director of
boards and commissions, began talking to lawmakers on April 4, the date KRSA sent the first of two “IMMEDIATE CALL
TO ACTION” emails were sent to supporters urging them to contact their representatives and senators.

Mike Nizich, the governor’s chief of staff, sent every legislator an email and some said he contacted them personally.

Nizich’s letter listed three allegations against Webster, calling them “misleading, incomplete and in some cases
inaccurate statements about Webster's work on the board.

“His confirmation should not be blocked due to misinformation,” Nizich's letter concluded.

The three complaints, as described by Nizich, were that Webster “is supposedly singlehandedly responsible for the new
late-run Kenai River chinook escapement goal (and) allegedly reframed” the debate on the Kenai chinook management
plan “to benefit setnetters at the expense of all other user groups and escapement” and that he “allegedly drives a
personal agenda through unseemly means.”

“The Governor never would have re-appointed him had if he believed such allegations were true,” Nizich wrote.

Nonetheless, Stoltze, among others, leveled those same points in their floor comments. Webster's supporters noted that

state law assigns the task of identifying the appropriate escapement range to ADFG and that the board is required fo
adopt the department’s recommendation.

Chickaloon Rep. Eric Feige, the only Interior Republican in the House who voted to confirm Webster, noted that the
board adopted the new escapement range on a 7-0 vote, obviously including Reed Morisky and Tom Kluberton, the
other board appointees who were being confirmed.

Feige also said of his visit from KRSA, “| kind of felt like | was being infimidated to change my vote.”

‘I dor’t think anybody agrees to any of the character assassination that has been made of Mr. Webster,” said Anchorage
Rep. Les Gara, one of six Democrats, three from each body, voting against Webster.

Gara also noted his displeasure with ADFG calling it, “ a department, in many circumstances, that has erred on the side
of low escapement.”

The term “escapement” refers to the number of salmon needed to reach their spawning beds to assure sustainability of
the stock. Lowering escapement, which is expressed as a range, generally means harvest levels are higher.

Tkacz is a correspondent for the Joumnal based in Juneau. He can be reached at fishlawsbob@grmail.com.

http://Www.alaskajoumal.com/core/pagetools.php?pageid=34246&url=%2FAlaska~Journal... 1/12/2014
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Substitate Language for Proposal 135
. I e R A
5 AAC 21.353 Central District Drift Gillnet Fishery Management Plan

(a) The purpose of this management plan is to ensure adequate escapement of salmon into the
Northern District drainages and to provide Mmanagement guidelines to the department. The
department shall manage the commercial drift gillnet fishery to minimize the harvest of
Northern District and Kenai River coho salmon in order to provide sport and guided sport
fishermen a reasonable opportunity to harvest these salmon stocks over the entire run, as
measured by the frequency of inriver restrictions. The department shall manage the Central
District commercial drift gillnet fishery as follows:

(1) weekly fishing periods are as described in 5 AAC 21 320(b)

L]

(A) from July 9 through July 15,

(i) fishing during the first regular fishing period is restricted to the Expanded Kenai and
Expanded Kasilof Sections and Area 1; additional fishing time is allowed ‘only in
the Expanded Kenai and Expanded Kasilof Sections of the Upper Subdistrict:

il

(ii) fishing during the second regular fishing period is restricted to the Expanded Kenai
and Expanded Kasilof Sections of the Upper Subdistrict and Drift Gillnet Area 1;
(ii1) at run strengths greater than 2,300,000 sockeye salmon 10 the Kenai River, the
- commissioner may. by emergency order, open one additional 12-hour fishing period

in the Expanded Kenai and Expanded Kasilof Sections of the Upper Subdistrict and
Drift Gillnet Area 1;

(B) from July 16 through July 31,

(i) at run strengths of less than 2,300,000 sockeye salmon to the Kenai River, fishing
during all [ONE] regular 12-hour fishing periods [PERIOD] will be restricted ta the
Expanded Kenai and Expanded Kasilof Sections of the Upper Subdistrict;

(ii) at run strengths of 2,300,000 - 4,600,000 sockeye salmon to the Kenaj River, fishing
during one regular 12-hour fishing period per week will be restricted 1o [EITHER
OR BOTH] any or all the Expanded Kenai, Expanded Kasilof. and Anchor Point
Sections of the Upper Subdistrict and Drift Gillnet Area 1, or restricted to any or
all of the Expanded Kenai, Expanded Kasilof, and Anchor Point Sections of the
Upper Subdistrict or Drift Gillnet Area 1: the other weekly 12-hour regular
fishing period will be restricted to any or all of the Expanded Kenai, Expanded
Kasilof, and Anchor Point Sections of the Upper Subdistrict:

(iii) at run strengths greater than 4,600,000 sockeye salmon to the Kenai River, one
regular 12-hour fishine period per week will be restricted to the any or all of the
Expanded Kenai, Expanded Kasilof and Anchor Point Sections of the Upper
Subdistriet [THERE WILL BE NO MANDATORY RESTRICTIONS DURING
REGULAR FISHING PERIODS]:

Submitted by the Matanuska-Susitng Borough Fish & Wildlife Commission

.2 the fishing season will.open the third Monday-in-June-or June- 19, whichever fstater: amd —— —



RC 236

(iv} additional fishing time is allowed only in any or all of the Expanded Kenai,
Expanded Kasilof, and Anchor Point Sections of the Upper Subdistriet:

(C) from August 16 until closed by emergency order, Drift Gillnet Areas 3 and 4 are open
for fishing during regular fishing periods;

(D) from August 1 [AUGUST | 1] through August 15, there are no mandatory area
restrictions to regular periods, except that if the Upper Subdistrict set gillnet fishery is
closed under 5 AAC 21.31 0(b) 2N C)(ii). or the department determines that less
than one percent of the scason’s total sockeve drift net harvest has been taken per
fishing period for two consecutive fishing periods of the drift gillnet fishery,
regular ﬁshing periods will be restricted to Drift Gillnet Areas 3 and 4].

(bj For the purposes of this section,

(1) "Drift Gillnet Area 1" means those waters of the Central District south of Kalgin Island at
600 20.43' N, Jat.;

(2) "Drifi Gillnet Area 2" means those waters of the Central District enclosed by a line from
60 20.43' N. lat.. 1510 54.83' W. long. to a point at 606 41.08' N, lat,, 1510 39.00' W.
long. to a point at 60 41 .08 N. lat., 1510 24.00' W. long. to a point at 6027.10'N. lat.,
1510 25.70' W. Jong. to a point at 600 20.43' N. lat.. 151¢ 28.55' W. long.;

(3) "Drifi Gillnet Area 3" means those waters of the Central District within one mile of mean
lower low water (zero tide) south of a point on the West Foreland at 60@ 42.70' N lat.,
1514230 W. long.

(4) "Drifi Gillner drea 4" means those waters of the Central District enclosed by a line from
606 04.70'N. lat., 1520 34.74' W. long. 1o the Kalgin Buoy at 600 04.7( N, lat., 1520
09.90" W. long. to a point at 59¢ 46.15'N. lat., 1520 18.62' W. long. to-a point on the
western shore at 599 46.15' N, lat.. 1530 00.20" W. long., not including the waters of the
Chinitna Bay Subdistrict.

(8) “Anchor Point Section” all waters seaward of one and one-half miles of the waters of
Alaska baseline that are enclosed by a line from an ADF&G regulatory marker
located at a point on the beach at 60° 04.02° N. Iat., 151° 38.90° W. long., west to a
point located at 60° 04.02° N. Iat., 151° 49.00° W, long., south to a point loeated at 59°
46.15° N, lat., 152° 15.80" W. long., and east to a point on shore at 59° 46,15’ N. lat.,

15§1°52.06° W. long.:

(¢) The commissioner may depart from the provisions of the management plan under this section
as provided in 5 AAC 21.363(e).

Submitted by the Matanuska-Susitng Borough Fish & Wildlife Commission
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Adopted: 01/21/14

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH

RESOE%TION“SEBIEE“NOT‘XKZUIU

A RESOLUTION oF THE MATANUSKA-SUSTTNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 70 THE
ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES REQUESTING THE BOARD Takgm ACTION TO
ADDRESS CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR NORTHERN DISTRICT SALMON

WHEREAS, 7 of 11 statewide salmon stocks of concern are in
the ﬁorthern District of Cook Inlet; and

WHEREAS, the Sustainability of wilg runs of all salmon
Species in  the Northern District are at risk due to
over~e2ploitation of mixed stock commercial fisheries in the -
Central District of Upper Cook Inlet; and ‘

WHEREAS, the Central District Drift Gillnpet fishery while
targeting dominate Kenai and Rasilor sockeye salmon stocks,
intercepts smaller stocks of northern bound salmon ip a mixed

stock fishery; and

Kasilof and Kenaj Sections instead of fishing area'wide; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Fisheries wil} Consider proposals
that will expand use ©f the Expanded Kasilof and Kenai Sections

0 rebuild northern salmon stocks and also consider proposals

Page 1 of 2 ’ Resolution Serial No. 14~010
IM No. 14-032
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which seek to rollback protections for northern district stocks.

and exploit mixed salmon stocks; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough requests the Board of Fisherles, and the Alaska State
Department of Fish and Game to expand the targeted harvest by
the drift fishery within the Expanded Kasilof and Kenai Sections
to insure that Northern District stocks can pass éafely through
the Central District, and to defeat propoéals which would repeal
or roll back Board adopted conservation measures reqguiri
fishing within the Expanded Kasilof and Kenai Sectiong.

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly this

21 day of January, 2014,

FDoilts.,

LARRY DeVI®BISS, Borough Mayor

ATTEST:

tcﬁﬁgg}R. McKBCHNIE, CMC, Borough Clerk

(SEAﬁ)

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY: Sykes, Arvin, Colligan, Salmon, Colver, and
Halter

Page 2 of 2 Resolution Serial No, 14-010
IM No. 14-032
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MATANUSKA~SUSTTNA BOROUGH
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o RESOLUTION SERIAL NOT I4=¢11 ——— ~—— -

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA~SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY TO THE
ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES OPPOSING ANY REGULATIONS THAT REDUCE
TIME, OPPORTUNITY, OR HARVEST OF THE UPPER COOK INLET PERSONAL
USE SALMON FISHERY. ’

WHEREAS, personal use fishing is a valuable economic and
recreational activity for residents of the Matanuska~8usitna
Borough and provide the Matanuska~8usitna.Borough and the Kenai
Peninsula Borough with major economic benefits: and

WHEREAS, one of the primary issues - eoncerning current
personal use fisheries is allowing opportunity and regulatory
windows for delivery of fish in sufficient numbers to provide
reasonable fishing opportunity; and

WHEREAS, thousands of South~central residents participate
in Kenai and Kasilof personal use fisheries due to the lack of
comparable local opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the state of Alaska mandates
that fish and game are a common resource for all Alaskans; and

WHEREAS, prersonal use fishing is important to residents
living near the Noxrthern District stream drainages of Upper Cook
Inlet because it provides salmon for personal consumption; and

WHEREAS, personal use fisheries have occurred only twice in
the last ten vyears in Northern District waters due to poor

sockeye salmon returns; and

Fage 1 of 3 Resolution Serial No, 14-011
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WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough is concerned about

; fisheries management decisions that have affected the delivery

of fish in sufficient numbers to provide for personal use
fishing opportuniﬁies, and crowding and habitat degradation
caused by concentrating fishing in limited openings and areas;
and |

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Fish and Wildlife Commission
has developed recommendations +to present to the Board of
Fisheries at their Upper Cook Inlet meeting in Janugry 2014, to
remedy problems of fishing opportunity and crowding with Upper
Cook Inlet personal use fisheries,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Matanuska-Sugitna

: Borough requests the Alaska State Board of Fisheries, and the

Alaska State Department of Fish and Game does not adopt
regulations that reduce opportunity, participation or harvest in
the Kasilof River personal use set gillnet, Kenai and Kasilof
dip net fisheries; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna Borough
is opposed to Proposals 269, 270, 271, 272, 273,
274, 275, 276, 271, 278, 279, 280, 281, 283, 284, 285, 286, 287,
288, 289, 290, and supports Prbposals 142 and 282 to maximize the
opportunity of Mat-Su residents to participate in personal use

fisheries,

Page 2 of 3 Regolution Serial No. 14-011
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ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly +this '

X 21 day of January, 2014.

Vet ity . 5

LARRY DeVIJBIXS, Borough fayor

-, Ammmem
ISNE B, MckE NIE, CMC, Borough Glerk
(SEAL)

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY : Sykes, Arvin, Colligan, Salmon, Colver, and
Halter

Page 3 of 3
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Amended: 01/21/14
Adopted: 01/21/14

N ¥ 7 U Y 10 SKA=SUSTITNA BOROUGH -~ ) B
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 14-012

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA~SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY TO THE
BOARD OF FISHERIES REQUESTING THE BOARD TAKE ACTION TO ADDRESS
CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR NORTHERN DISTRICT SALMON STOCKS BY
ESTABLISHING SUSTAINABLE ESCAPEMENT GOALS FOR ALL SALMON SPECTES
IN THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF COOK INLET.

WHEREAS, 7 of 11 statewide salmon stocks of concern are in
the Northern District of Cook Inlet; and

WHEREAS, spawning escapement goals are the cornerstone of
fisheries management; and

WHEREAS, escapement goals do not exist on the Susitna River
for cohoe, chum, and pink salmon, even though this drainage is
the largest producer of these species in the Upper Cook inlet;
and

WHEREAS, without escapement goals, the health of salmon
stocks will continue to be unmanaged; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough considers it essential that escapement goals be
established for all salmon species in the Susitna River

drainage.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna Borough
requests the Board of Fisheries, and the State of Alaska

Department of Fish and Game to establish escapement goals for

FPage 1 of 2 Resclution Serial No, 14-012
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1 L]

all salmon species and systems in the Northern District of Cook

Inlet.
ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly this 21

day of January, 2014.

%Mﬂw

LARRY DeVILBISS, Borough Mayor

ATTEST:

/%mzé@.

}
LONNIE R McKECHKIE, CMC, Borough Clerk

! (SEAL)

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY: Sykes, Arvin, Colligan, Salmon, Colver, and
Halter

Page 2 of 2 Resolution Serial No., 14-012
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-Mike Dunleavy
Senator

Corments of Senator Mike Dunleavy

For the Board of Fish meeting of January 31, 2014

| offer these comments in & constructive manner with the understanding that you are much
rore immersed in the detafls of the issue and perhaps have a diffarent perspective thar |. 1 cannot
overstate the importance of fish, or the lack thereof, 1o maintain the {Festyle and economy of my
canstizuents as well as those surrounding the Inlet. During my campaign, and throughout my term,
fishing has been at the very top of the list of issues important to my constituents and they feel very

passionate ahout it. | have segregated my thoughts Into two rategories: (1) Board related; and (2)
Proposal retatedi

ey

2)

BOARD ISSUES

1took offies in January 2014 and your timetable deadlines required proposals to be filed by
April. With all that was going on during session, it was virtuslly impossible to meet that
deadline, and a3 a result, my specific recemmendations were not available for public
discussion and debave, Please consider implementing a change in this process to allow
legisiators a month after the close of session to submit any proposals that they would like
considered by the Board, '

The Board relies almost exclusively upon the Department for analysis and data ta meet the
seven statutory criteria for aliocation. Several of these critaria require econarit impact be
taken into consideration, and yet, neither the Board nor the Department have such
expertise avallable on staff, Further, the Board has no executive authority over the
Depariment and cannot direct that the Department supply specified information or analysis.
| have earlier communicated with each of you and the majority of your Board has recognized
the need to have such expertise available at your direction. Please consider having the fuli
Board comment on what steffing or independant contracting for economic modeling would
be the rost helpful in its defiberative process. Perhaps using the staffing approach utilized
for the North Pacific Fisherles would work wall for this Bog rd, Any recoramendations would

rEm
; ==

be greatly appreciated. There may need 10 be a statutory change needed to ac p?&h:;\thm g
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but Lam willing to undertake that effort it jt would result In better scientffic and economic
data and analysis being made available to this Board, '

3} When the Senate was arganizing, | specifically sat My goal on being a member of tha
Finance Committes and as being Chalr of the Finance subcommittee on Fish ang Gama, The
Tact that | now dccupy both positions is nat by ppen-change, As| stated eatlier, fish in the
Valley is 7 huge fssue for my constituents and 1 will remain aggressive in doing ali that  can
10 see consistent strong returns of salmon into the Sustina and wastside drainages, |
sponsored amendments to the Department budget to rasearch specific issues that had been
identified as lacking and which are essential 1o your deliberations. { solicit yaur input 1o
identify any and all additiona) areas where data is not up to what you need to nake sound
scientific based decisions.

PROPOSAL COMMENTS

twould like to preface my remarks by stressing that my objectiva Is to get more fish into the
riatal waters for future generations. It is not productive to continug the “Conk tnlet fish warg” nor will
much long-lasting change oceur until all sides come togather and make a coneerted effort to reach
consensus. It is to all our benefit to do all we can to agsure strong consistant runs for aurselves, our
children and their childran,

if the Department and Board do not establish well-based €scapement goals for ALL Cook Injer
triburaries, my objective will not be sustainable over the long haul.

if the Board, in itz allocative decisions, doas not assyre passage of salmon to meet mig-level
estapement THROUGHOUT THE SYSTEM, we will be unnecessarily risking the continued production of
thase rivers and lakes, '

Additionally, the $tate needs to address the high-seas intercept as well as documented habitat
issues in our hreeding and rearing waters and the Board shayld reinforce the need for sdentific data
that would estabiish the Impact each has on the fishery. With this information, the Board would be
much better equipped to render hetter informed allocative decisions.

Even thaugh | am of the opinion that there are other lssues which need addrassing by the Board,
the following are what | consider to be the most critical related to the UC) and are listed in order of my
priorities.

i} Esfab!ishing that meeting low end escapament of any and all spacles has much higher
priority than avo iding exceeding high eng for any species in the Conk Inlet dry inages.
-Proposal 102 submitted by KRSA {page 107 of the green booklet) addresses this in a very
concise and direct manner. For instance, before the Department is allowed to open up
more harvesting of the Kenai sockeye, it must first conclude that such an orening is npt
g0ing 10 jeopardize meeting the escepement Boals of the Susitna seckeye or the Susitna
coho.
1 would actually advocate that the De partment should be prohibited fram utilizing its €0
authority $o address aver-escapement of any of the spacies in Cack inlet unfess and untjl it
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can demanstrate that the bast scientific evidence strongly supports meeting the half-way
leval of any gther species that may be expected to be harvested in that EQ opening. Half
way level would be the midpoint between the low and high end sstablished &stapement

' 2) W all recognize that we have some very serious problems with the low retuins in the
Susitna drainage, Untll we can successfully re-establish historic levels o these rivars and
lakes,  would join with others in further restricting the drift gitinet fishery to the Expanded
Kenal and Expanded Kasilof corridors, There are thrae Proposals that approach this
allocation issue differently, OFf those three, Proposal 143 submitted by Tony Russ {found on
page 158) raises an wntirely different approach that is most likely too Far reaching far the
BOF at this meetin g but is cernainly something to consider for future meetings.

Both Proposal 142 submitted by Dipnettars Assaciation {found on page 154) and Proposal
138 submitted by MVF&G Advisory Comm (found an Page 148) would restrict to these two
corridors from June 1™ through August 10™ This is the approach that | believe fives the
bast opportunity for-northem houng saha and sockeye to pass through to their breeding
waters. Neither of these proposals would allow fishing in Area 1 which is well known a¢ 3
mixing zone and where 5 highly dispraportionate amaeunt of coho (92% by testimony of pat
Shields) were harvestad during this past summer‘s resteictions. ]
There is alsg Proposal 139 submitted by MSB Fish& Wildife Comm {found on page 149} but
It differs in several im portant areas in that in that- {1} it restricts drift net fishing fram July
16" {as opposed to June 19™) through July 31 {as oppesed to August 10™); {2} it maintains
Area 1 within the restricted area whereas both of the other propasals eliminate that fishing
zong. The Board should not ovenlbok that when the Department opened the Area 1 {ast
season, the cohos were absolutely slammed! And {3) it maintalns the tisr System hinged
upon the run of Kenai sockeve whild bath of the ather proposals eliminate this system and
maintain the same fishing restriction throughout the entire time period regardless of the
number of sockeye into the Kenal,
i a tiared system is allowed +o remain in place, any leosening of the restrictions need to e
based on sockeye ang ¢oho returns to the Sus!tng in addition te any other threshold levels
" such ag Kenai sackeye. To ralterate my earller advocacy, BEFORE any lnosening of the drift

net fishery restrictions, the Susltna sackeye and the Susitna coho need 1o be protected,

3} ltisof paramount importance to protect snd even enhante tha PrIsonal use opportunites
of our Sautheentral famiffes. Proposal 142 submitied by the Dipnetters Assoe. {found on
Page 154) puts them on par with protecting the cohg to provitie the sport and guided sport

4} Habitatissues are clearly impertant and an integral part of the overall picture fmpacting our
fisheries \th-roughout the Cook inlet. Rege ntly, a preliminary habitat assessment was done
for the MSBERG Comm and the data wag of high value. Simifar data would be meost helpful
to the Board s0 that it could judge the effectivenass of its allocative decigions, Proposal 235
Submitted by Todd & Megan Smith { found on Page 268} would expand on that but ona
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mare thorough examination throughout the area. | believe that this Information will prove
extremely valuable for the Board and the Department to manage and sllocate the fish
resources infto the future. . ‘

5} 1helieve it 1y be very impartant to estahlish escapement goals for all main tributaries in the
Susitna drainage. Particular emphasis shauld he placed upan establishing coho, chinook and
sockeye goals for such major tributaries as the Deshka, Yentna, Talkeeina, Little Sy,
Montana Willow and Alexander that have sustained historic major fishing opportunitles for
the sports flshery, | would also advocate that these goals reflect historic based calewations
rather than figures predicated upon today's low returts, 4 '

fn concluding, | would urge the Board to create 2 allocative system based upon Discreet Fishery
management practices much like what was done In Bristol Bay. Having lived many years in rural Alaska,
L am acutely aware of the Importance that fish plays in Aaskan’s life. Ifis no different there than itis in
the Valley even though the fish may be put to a different use. "In-fiver” runs must be protected and

that means not anly guantity but also quality. Nobody is going to spend money and resources to g0
catch a 20 peund Kenal King or2 12 inch Susitna Cohu,

Thank you for considering my input and thank you for your service. It is both noticed and appraciated.
If there is any of you believe is needed 1o better do your job, please do call. While naither | nor myy staff

tan break away for the full two weeks of your upcoming meeting, [as welf as John Wood with my staff
plan on attending at some point.

K
4

Best ragards, //

oy )

Sen. Mike Dunleavy
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Submitted by: Senator Mike Dunleavy
Mat-Su Valley

February 1, 2014
Good Day,

Thank you for allowing me to address this Board regarding the
important work that you are doing. My constituents have consistently
placed STRONG CONSISTENT RUNS of all species of salmon in the
Upper Cook Inlet/Susitna River drainage as one of their priorities.

As aresult, this meeting is of utmost importance to our folks in the Mat-
Su as well as thousands upon thousands of fishing families on the Kenai
and in the Anchorage areas. What you decide here will determine for us
whether we have 3 more years of the same dismal returns or, will this
Board meeting chart a new course that more accurately reflects the
“changing demographics. THAT is the reason I flew in from Juneau
specifically to give public testimony here today and to be available to
answer any questions that you may have. |

I presume you have studied my written comment (#300) which speaks in
greater detail as to what I believe is the best course for my constituents’
concerns. They are anxious to reinvigorate the salmon returns into the
Susitna and other westside streams feeding into Cook Inlet. So today I
will share with you their overall vision.

If I can successfully leave you with three major thoughts from them, it
would be for you to have as YOUR goals to : (1st) Adopt actions
designed first and foremost to establish strong consistent runs in the
‘natal waters into the futurewith emphasis on the fish and the question
of allocation being secondary; (2nd) Assure that the Susitna salmon runs
are at the very least given equal protection as those of the Kenai and
Kasilof when it comes to expanding commercial harvests in the Inlet. In
other words, any corridor restrictions should not be loosened based
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D L RN

solely on the Kenai sockeye count. Rather, they look for assurance that
Susitna Coho and Susitna Sockeye runs are vigorously protected before
diminishing commercial restrictions; and (3") Establish the policy to
assign amuch higher priority to insuring low-end escapements over
concerns about exceeding high-end cscapements. After all, meeting the
low-end is critical to the future existence of the fish while exceeding
high-end escapements does not threaten the continued existence of those
fish runs.

On behalf of my constituents, thank you for the opportunity to have their
concerns heard.
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Mike Dunleavy

Senator
February 27, 2013

Commissioner Cora Campbell
Department of Fish and Game
1255 West 8 Street

Juneau, Alaska 9811-5526

Dear Commissioner:

Thank you for your assistance i ;
together to address the fish d..—.‘aslu uafs.u nginthe "pmr Cook Inletand Susitna Rive

drainage.

I view the overall picture as one that is unique to the state, which means that what may
work for us in the UCI may not work elsewhere in the state.and vice versa, It is for this
reason that I would strongly encourage you to create a plan quickly that solely addresses
the UCI fisheries with a “pilot program™ mindset.

The approach I am recommending needs to be taken prior to the 2014 BOF meeting to
allow more of all salmon species to reach the pertinent tributaries within the Northern
District; and, aggressively develop in-season management tools to genetically identify the
various stocks as well as acoustical telemetry and wiretag programs to allow the
department to better identify the life cycles and travel patterns used by these fish, and
longer-term activities to implement more weirs, monitoring devices, and when indicated,
direct supplementation of weaker runs at theirtributary source with programs such as
achieved by ARED Inc. Sefting and achieving biologically sound escapement goals
needs to be a requirement for the Department and the failure to doso should be viewed as
a serious failure the Department’s management,

Below are five actions that need to be taken in order to enhance fish stocksto a long-term
sustainable level so all Alaskans in the Upper Cl and Susitna drainages can maintain
“figh™ as part of their lifestyle. Please review the action plans as well as the questions
attached below.

ot e Diusdoaerraliou o



1. First, and of utmost importance, is for the Department to ensure that the corridor
program be maintained throughout the full month of July without exception.

2. Immediate action must be taken to have research done THIS season on both the
genetics and a thorough wire tagging and acoustical telemetry program tracking and
enumerating both adults AND smolt of all species of NI salmon,

3. The Department must lead the way in rebuilding and protecting the habitat with
particular attention to the spawning areas.

4. Aggressive pike and invasive vegetation eradication programs as well as study of the
impact of beaver dams in the drainage need to occur.

5. The majority of the stocks of concern and management of concern classifications in the
entire state are all within the Northern District. Yet apparently the escapement goals that
do exist do not remain at their existing levels. Instead, the escapement goals are being
lowered as the stocks are diminishing. This practice needs to end.

In addition to the five areas listed above, below are severa! other concerns that |
would request be answered.

‘Every in-season management decision should be weighted in favor of meeting
escapement goals through ensuring passage of Northern bound stocks and
weaker stocks throughout Upper Cook Infet,

Please respond and let me know how your plan ensures this.

“No additional fishing time or area should be allowed under department's
Emergency Order authority that has the potential of impacting Northern District
stocks and weaker stocks throughout Upper Cook Inlet.

Can you assure this will occur?

*Emergency Order closures should be used to help ensure passage of Northern
bound stocks and weaker stocks throughout Upper Cook inlet.
Please tell me how your plan will accomplish this.

*A holistic research plan must be developed and immediately implemented for
the spectrum of Northern District species and stocks and weaker stocks
throughout Upper Cook Inlet and the movement as they transit the Cook Infet.
Please tell me if this will be the plan.

*Additional escapement goals and assessment tools must be immediately
developed for Upper Cook Inlet species and stocks as well as for other weaker



stocks of Upper Cook Inlet,
Please tell me what the plan will be to address this.

“"Although other factors such as marine survival, habitat and invasive species
mea*«he contributing or confounding factors, these issues must not keep the
de  ment from exercising its in-season management authority to minimize
intercept and bycatch of the depressed species and stocks.

Please tell me if this is the plan.

Commissioner Campbell, the unfolding fish disaster in the Upper Cl/Susitna
River drainage is costing local businesses millions of dollars in lost revenue,
shifting fishing opportunities to areas outside of the Mat-Su Valley, causing
hardships on families in terms of increased travel time and escalating fuel bills,
and potentially jeopardizing some of the Governor's initiatives such as the
Watana Dam project, and wetland primacy initiatives. Individuals and groups are
forming alliances to line up against the Governor's initiatives by using the fish
disaster as the reason to put a halt to these initiatives. By addressing the fish
disaster quickly and with sincerity, there may still be time to repair the damage
already wrought. However, any delay will only exacerbate an already volatile
situation.

ook forward to hearing back from you with a response to the items outlined
above and an overall plan to address the overall issue. Thank you for your
prompt attention.

Sincerely,

senator Mike Dunleavy
Se~ e District D



Senator Mike Dunleavy
Alaska State Capitol, Rm 510
Juneau, AX 99801-1182
Phone: (907) 465-6600

Fax: (907) 465-3805

District: D

600 E. Railroad Ave.
Wasilla, AK 99654
(907) 376-3370

May 28, 2013
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Joint Finance Fish and Game
Budget Sub-Committee Chairmen

Honorable Karl Johnstone
Chairman, Alaska Board of Fisheries

P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, Alaska 99811-5526

Dear Chairman Johnstone:

Our staff has researched your decisions over the last 20.
that you have specifically addressed this in three de
Board unanimously adopted its official “Findings” w
‘there are many species and stocks about whi
the Board, are TOTALLY lacking good, reliabl
base management decisions except in the gro
sockeye, all chum, all pink and most coho sal
overlapping special and temporal locations of
species of salmon, as well as substantial diffe

the Board and the Staff of the Alaska Depart
“It is impossible to manage mixed stock, mix

Representative Bill Stoltze
Alaska State Capitol, Rm 511
Juneau, AK 998011182

Phone: (907) 4654958

Fax: (907) 465-4928

District: 11
600 E. Railroad Ave,
Wasilla, AK 99654
{907) 376-4958

years relating to UCI and it appears
cisions. in your 99-191-FB decision, the
hich concluded that:

ch the Department and, as a result,

e, long term information upon which to
ssest of terms (e.g.. Northern District
mon). This lack of information and the

the various mixed stocks and mixed

ed species, salmon fisheries for

VARIES SUBSTANTIALLY from salmon stock to salmon stock and salmoﬁzpecies

to salmon species. A corollary of this fact
saimon stock on the basis of maxi

is that managing a strong/dominant
mum sustained yield in a mixed stock, mixed

Joint House and Senate Fish and Game Budget Sub-Committee




species salmon fishery, CAN RESULT IN THE OVERHARVEST OF THE
WEAK/NON-DOMINANT SALMON STOCKS AND SALMON SPECIES. THE
BOARD FINDS THAT THIS POTENTIAL EXISTS GIVEN THE PREVIOUS
MANAGEMENT PRACTICES OF THE PAST 20 YEARS. (Emphasis added)

The next major action of the Board was the adoption of the Central District Gilinet Fishery
Management Plan (5AAC 21 .353) in 2011. Unfortunately, this expanded corridor approach
was not implemented in 2011 due to a Court injunction obtained by UCIDA. Then in 2012, the
corridor was kept in place only until July 21%t ag the sockeye count reached the 4.6M trigger.
Obviously, this expanded corridor approach was implemented primarily, if not solely, for the
benefit of the sockeye fishery and this was confirmed by the Board in 2011-266-FB where it
officially found that “The board adopted these measures to allow the passage of more sockeye
salmon to the northern portions of Cook Inlet.” -

Hopefully the Board remains fully committed to the principle purpose of 5 AAC 21.353 to
“ensure adequate escapement of salmon into the Northern District drainages” and to “manage
the commercial drift gillnet fishery to minimize the harvest of Northemn District and Kenai River
coho salmon”. We worked hard in this last session to provide funding for numerous data
collecting efforts to address these concerns and we would very much welcome feedback from

woirouniie isttUuualLn O

each Board Member as to what data it is that each of you need to fulfill your obligations and to

do so based upon actual scientifically sound data rather than a lack of data as has been the
case in the past. -

It is unclear from the records of what data, if any, is available to the Board to base its decisions
on Chinook and Coho when they are being intercepted in the Inlet prior to arrival in the Susitna
drainage. This lack of data is of utmost concern to the undersigned as it places the Board in
an untenable position of being forced to make allocative decisions without any scientific data

driving those decisions. We are very interested in obtaining feedback directly from each Board
member on the following issues:

1) What data does the Board rely upon in maintaining or further expanding the existing -
corridors? What specific data is the Board tacking in this decision making process?

2) Chinook and Coho bound for the Susitna are being intercepted in the Inlet while they are
suffering dramatic lower returns into the Susitna drainage. What data does the Board have,
or need, to scientifically base their future decisions to protect these Susitna bound salmon to
assure their safe passage through the Inlet to the Susitna?

3) s there currently in operation a system that accurately measures the retum of Chinook and
Coho salmon in the Susitna drainage that provides a sound base for establishing
escapement goals? If not, what needs to be implemented to obtain such reliable data?

4) What data is the Board lacking to assure that its directive is implemented to have the Central -
District Drift Gilinet Fishery managed by the department pursuant to the explicit language of 5
AAC 21.353 “to minimize the harvest of Northern District and Kenai coho salmon in order to
provide sport and guided sport fishermen a reasonable opportunity to harvest these saimon
stocks over the entire run, as measured by the frequency of inriver restrictions” ?

5) What data will be required for the Board to establish a logarithm or other mathematical
formula to apply to current data being collected so that escapement goals are established

Joint House and Senate Fish and Game Budget Sub-Committee




that reflect salmon returns prior to‘the period of downturn that has occurred over the past
several years?

8) The seven allocative criteria established inA.S. 16.05.251 require emphasis on
socioeconomic factors to be determinative of BOF's decisions. . What objective
socioeconomic data does BOF currently have to base their judgment upon? Would it be

advisable for the BOF to have access to professional economists to create objective systems
to judge socioeconomic considerations for the BOF?

Thank you in advance for your response to these important questions and to the service you
provide Alaskans through your work on the Board of Fisheries. We look forward to a
continuing cooperative relationship in this regard.

Sincerely,

Sen. Mik& Dunleavy Rep. Bill Stoltize

cc: Board of Fisheries Members

Joint House and Senate Fish and Game Budget Sub-Committee
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Submitted by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game by request of Board Member
Kluberton

February 5, 2014

Substitute regulatory language W

5 AAC 21.359. Kenai River Late-Run King Salmon Management Plan. (a) The
purposes of this management plan are to ensure an adequate escapement of late—run king salmon
into the Kenai River system and to provide management guidelines to the department. The
department shall manage the late~run Kenai River king salmon stocks primarily for sport and
guided sport uses in order to provide the sport and guided sport fishermen with a reasonable

opportunity to harvest these salmon resources over the entire run, as measured by the ﬁequen_qy” -
S orinﬁver fBSfI‘iCﬁGnS.- e s g kL AR o e oAb et e e < o e 2 ot s e et e 2 2t e e e

(b) The department shall manage the late run of Kenai River king salmon to achieve a
sustainable escapement goal of 15,000 - 30,000 king salmon, as follows:

(1) in the sport fishery,

(A) if the sustainable escapement goal is projected to be exceeded, the
commissioner may, by emergency order, extend the sport fishing season up to seven days
during the first week of August;

(B) from July 1 through July 31, a person may not use more than one
single hook in the Kenai River downstream from Skilak Lake;

(2) in the sport fishery, that portion of the Kenai River downstream from Skilak
Lake is open to unguided sport fishing from a non—motorized vessel on Mondays in July; for
purposes of this section a non-motorized vessel is one that does not have a motor on board;

(3) from July 1 through July 31, if the projected inriver return of late-run
king salmon is less than 22.500 fish, in order to achieve the sustainable escapement goal
and _provide reasonable harvest opportunity, the commissioner may, by emergency order,

(A) establish periods in the sport fishery during which
(1) _the use of bait is prohibited; or

ii) the retention of king salmon is prohibited; if the retention
of king salmon is prohibited in the Kenai River, the commercial set gillnet

fishery in the Upper Subdistrict is restricted to no more than 12 hours of

fishing time per week, with a 36-hour continuous closure as described in
5 AAC 21.360(c)(2)(C);




RC 151

(iii) when the use of bait is prohibited the commissioner may

(A) prohibit the retention of king salmon in the personal use fishery:

(B) notwithstanding the provisions of 5 AAC 21.360(c), open fishing
periods in the commercial set gillnet fishery in the Upper Subdistrict, based on the
abundance of sockeve salmon returning to the Kenai and Kasilof rivers, for no more
than 36 hours per week, with a 36-hour continuous closure as described in 5 AAC

21.360(c)(2 (C). during which

(i) the number of set gillnets may be restricted to either three
set gillnets that are each not more than 35 fathoms in length and 29 meshes
in depth or two set gillnets that are each not more than 35 fathoms in len 11

(ii) the number of set gillnets may be restricted to either two set
illnets that are each not more than 35 fathoms in h and 29 meshes-in— -

depth or one set gillnet that is not more than 35 fathoms in length and 45

meshes in depth;
(iii) set gillnets used that are 29 meshes in depth must be

marked as specified by the degartmentg

(4) from August 1 — August 15, if the projected escapement of king salmon
into the Kenai River is at least 16,500, but less than 22,500 fish, notwithstanding the
provisions of § AAC 21.360(c), the commissioner may open, by emergency order, the
commercial set gillnet fishery in the Upper Subdistrict to no more than 24 hours ﬁshing
time;

(8) if the projected late-run king salmon escapement [INRIVER RETURN] is
less than 15,000 king salmon, the department shall

(A) close the sport fisheries in the Kenai River and in the salt waters of
Cook Inlet north of the latitude of Bluff Point to the taking of king salmon;

(B) close the commercial drift gillnet fishery in the Central District within

one mile of the Kenai Peninsula shoreline north of the Kenai River and within oneand

--one-half miles of the Kenai Peninsula shoreline south of the Kenai River; and

(C) close the commercial set gillnet fishery in the Upper Subdistrict of the
Central District,

(c) Repealed / /2014 [FROM JULY 20 THROUGH JULY 31,
(1) REPEALED 6/22/2002;



RC 151

(2) IF THE PROJECTED INRIVER RETURN OF LATE-RUN KING
SALMON IS LESS THAN 40,000 FISH AND THE INRIVER SPORT FISHERY HARVEST
IS PROJECTED TO RESULT IN AN ESCAPEMENT BELOW 15,000 KING SALMON, THE
DEPARTMENT MAY RESTRICT THE INRIVER SPORT FISHERY;

(3) REPEALED 6/22/2002;

(4) IF THE INRIVER SPORT FISHERY IS CLOSED UNDER (2) OF THIS
SUBSECTION, THE COMMERCIAL SET GILLNET F ISHERY IN THE UPPER
SUBDISTRICT SHALL BE CLOSED;

(5) REPEALED 6/1 1/2005.]
(d) Repealed 6/22/2002.
(e) Consistent with the purposes of this management plan and 5 AAC 21.3 60, if the
projected inriver return of king salmon is less than 40,000 fish, the department may not reduce

the closed waters at the mouth of the Kenai River described in 5 AAC 21.350(b).

() The provisions of the Kasilof River Salmon Management Plan (5 AAC 21.365) are
exempt from the provisions of this section.
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Megan and Todd Smith
Issues related to RC 151

Why are there numbers in this plan that are not escapement goals? Goals are goals and
everywhere in Alaska, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game very successfully manages
to escapement goals without goals within goals.

By voting yes and implementing a 22,500 in-river late run king target and putting a goal of
16,500 into effect beginning in August, you have effectively allocated 7,500 kings from the
ESSN to the in-river fishery not only in July but after the in-river fishery season has closed in
August. The collateral damage of that action is loss of opportunity for the Setnet fishery to
take more than a million sockeye.

Shortly before adoption of 151, the BOF reconsidered and reversed the decision to adopt an
OEG on the late run king plan of 16,600 to 30,000. The reason given for that reconsideration
was trust in the department’s conservative management style. Clearly your intent and

action was to leave the OEG at 15,000 as supported by the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game.

By adopting 151, the BOF reversed that ruling and unintentionally reinstated an OEG of
16,500. This forces the department to manage the East Side Setnet fishery to higher goal

than is the in-river fishery, and the burden of meeting that higher goal is borne by the
fishery that is not the primary harvester.

The effect of this decision will further restrict the ability of the east side setnetters to
harvest sockeye and the department’s ability to fish adaptively on abundance.

More importantly, this will likely shutdown the east side Setnet fishery even when we're
within the department’s SEG of 15,000 to 30,000 kings.

Management objectives are achieved at the end of the season. If managers manage to
15,000 prior to August 1, they will automatically be well under the goal when the new,
higher goal goes into effect. Fishing subsequently will be closed. In fact, it forces the
department to manage the commercial fishery to 16,500 kings for the entire season, since
16,500 is the goal the department must hit at the end of the year. This is punitive to the East
Side Setnet fishery.

What we need:

Remove the in-river goal of 22,500 and replace it with an in-river goal of 17,000. ((n 2013
the inriver harvest was 1,600, this gives the inriver users 2,000 fish, which is 400 more than
they harvested last year.))

Remove the 16,500 goal that goes into affect in August. This action will return the goal to
the OEG of 15,000 recommended by the Department, the goal that you, as a board,
reconsidered and voted back in. By voting in a second goal to go into effect in August, you
force the department to the higher goal.
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January 30, 2014

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Boards Support Section

P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

~ Alaska Board of Fisheries Chairman Johnstone,
Board Members Kluberton, Jensen, Johnson, Huntington, Jeffrey, and Morisky,

First, I wish to thank you for your service on one of the most important boards in
Alaska government.

For my legislative district, I would be hard-pressed to identify many issues of
more importance to my district, indeed, my region, than the ability to access salmon
resources. Salmon is not only a major protein with which we fill our freezers and our
pantries, it is also an important part of our lifestyle—one of the reasons for which many
chooses to live in the Matanuska and Susitna yalleys.

Reflecting the views of my constituents, as well as my own, it is our belief that
" northern district stocks have been managed as subservient to the central district
commercial sockeye harvest for a long time. We must redefine the mixed-stock fishery
to allow for Susitna Basin escapement. These stocks have been dangerously depressed
for over a life-cycle of the fish. I believe the time to make this decision is sooner, rather
than later. If not irreparable, irreversible damage to the scientific diversity of these
stocks is almost certain,

Many of the people I represent also feel very strongly that we must move to a

more terminal harvest regime for the dominant Kenai and Kasilof sockeye rﬁ&fiﬁ Cz ¥E @
JAN 3 0 201k
DISTRICT 11
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I am somewhat concerned by the mission results targets which the Office of
Management and Budget lists for the Department of Fish and Game:

Commercial Fisheries “TARGET #1: Maintain total annual value of commercial harvests
and mariculture production at over $1 billion annually.”

Sport Fisheries “TARGET #1: Return sport fishing license sales and revenue collection
to 2008 levels to ensure excellence in fisheries management and reseqrch for the benefit of
recreational anglers, the state’s economny, and future generations of Alaskans.”

While industry is viewed as an important part of the economy, the other is -
viewed as a source of revenue, While I appreciate the goal of promoting one aspect of /
an industry, I am very troubled by the seemingly disparate goals and stated priorities

In closing, we must do a better job of providing more reasonable opportunities
for the tens of thousands that participate in our Alaska resident-only personal use
fisheries. We must honor the priority in the management plans that call for recreational
priority for the use of King Salmon, Susitna Coho, and the management of northern
district stocks to their natural streams.

‘ Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments on behalf of myself as
well as the vast majority of my constituents. My best wishes to all board members and
to your support staff as you make these important decisions.

Sincerely,

4

Bill Stoltze

DISTRICT 11
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January 31, 2014

Dear Alaska Board of Figheries Chairman Johnstone,

and Board Members Kluberton, Jensen, Johnson, Huntington, Jeffrey, and Morisky,

Thank you for your willingness to setve and the sacrifices you make on this very important

resource menagement board.

Access to Salmon is an important issue for many of ray constituents and residents of the
Matanuska-Susitna (Mat-Su) Valley. Historically, we have rolied on this resource to fill freezers
and provide sustenance, Cultrally, families and fiiends have joined together in gathering this
resource as part of a lifestyle. Over the years, many have moved to the Valley to pursue that

lifestyle,

Many of my constituents, my peers, and I believe that northern district stocks are managed
subservient to the central distelet commercial sockeye harvest, and have been for some time. We
believe that redefining the mixed-stock fishery to allow for Susitia Basin escapement 18
essential. These stocks have heen dengerously depressed for more than & Hfe-cyole and befare

irveversible damage is done, action is nesded to preserve them.

1 also believe a more terminal harvest regime for the dominant Kenai and Kagilof sockeye runs

18 NECERSATY,

Thank you,

Atk Hsmamer_

Representative Mark Neuran
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Chair: Labor and Commerce

Vice Chair; Rules

Member: Resources, Community & Regional Affairs,
Economic Development Trade & Tourism,
Fisheries, Legislative Budget & Audit

Session: January - April Interim: May - December

State Capitol, Room 24 145 Main Street Loop, Ste, 221

Juneau, AK 99801-1182 Kenai, AK 99611

Phone: 907-465-2693 Phone: 907-283-2690

Fax: 907-465-3835 Fax: 907-283-2763
February 11, 2014

The Honorable Governor Sean Parnell

Alaska State Capitol Building

Third Floor

P.O. Box 110001
Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Parnell,

Iam deeply concerned by the proposal adopted by the Board of Fisheries regarding late-

run king salmon escapement goals on the Kenai River. The decision by the Board seemed
rash. The inconsistency in the voting by the board members further served to confuse and
confound user-groups. I believe that the time period for public process and consideration
of comments and concerns made by stakeholders and the general public was insufficient
to adequately address concerns and interests; especially given the unpredictability of
member votes. The accepted proposal appears to be a de-facto stripping of the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game’s departmental discretion on the management of setnet
gear and in-season restrictions. The department is unlikely to modify the Board’s gear
Pprescription or opening restrictions until after the escapement goal is met; which
theoretically could take all season.

I'would like to see additional data regarding the effects or effectiveness of smaller web
size and shallower nets on king escapement. The study presented to the Board of Fish
could hardly be considered comprehensive and does not convince me that such
regulations, even coupled with shorter openings, would in fact serve the purpose of
meeting escapement goals.

Email: repkurt.olson@akleg.gov



The potential loss of hundreds of thousands of sockeye salmon could be a devastating
blow to commercial fishermen, and is an undue burden on one user-group. Additionally,
this opens up the prospect of overburdening current sockeye spawning grounds. This
decision by the Board of Fisheries will also have impacts on life and safety issues on the
Kenai Peninsula. Undue strain is forced upon local municipal resources as there is an
atternpt to manage the impacts of statewide pressure on the environment, local residents
and limited-capacity infrastructure.

I, along with other Kenai Peninsula legislators, have long supported research and
funding to study and preserve a sustainable fishery in Cook Inlet. While all Alaskans
should be able to share in our bountiful fisheries, the Kenai Peninsula fishing community
should not be punished for failures in the stewardship of Mat-Su salmon spawning
streams and drainages.

The record-low predictions for king salmon runs on the Kenai River are upsetting. [ am
pleased that combating the problem is a priority to the state and stakeholders. However,
targeting one user-group or region over another is a shortsighted and foolhardy
approach. If comparable restrictions are not implemented on all user-groups, there are
no assurances that chinooks able to bypass commercial nets will reach spawning
grounds. :

I'would like to see justification by the Board that these new escapement goals are
warranted and that the requirements for the public process were followed.

Sincerely,

e :
= o

Kurt Olson
Representative
House District 29

CC: Commissioner Cora Campbell, ADFG
Glenn Haight, Executive Director of Alaska Board of Fisheries
Senator Peter Micciche
Senator Cathy Giessel
Representative Mike Chenault
Representative Paul Seaton
Kenai Peninsula Borough Mayor Mike Navarre
Kenai Mayor Pat Porter
Soldotna Mayor Nels Anderson
Rick Koch, Kenai City Manager
Mark Dixon, Soldotna City Manager
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Fish board actions do little to conserve kings

By Frank Mullen
Homer

Mark Hamilton, president of the Kenaj River Sportfishing Association (KRSA) recently opined that the Board
of Fish (BOF) meetings had produced a “clear victory for Kenai kings.” I disagree, and believe that any
objective person would disagree as well.

Many have suggested that the blame for lack of kings lies with the offshore fisheries. Scientific studies show
that minimal interception actually occurs. (Google: NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-AF SC-244). Others
suggest that Cook Inlet set net interception is the culprit, but science does not support this theory either: ADFG
statistics illustrate that CI set netters catch less than 13% of the second run and 0% of the first run. This leaves
reasonable observers with one rational conclusion: In river habitat of Kenaj kings may be stressed to a near
breaking point. ’

spawning beds for more than 30 years. Thousands of hooks per day are deployed directly on spawning beds for
most of the summer. The attendant noise pollution, exhaust, and wakes do not contribute to a successful
spawning experience for kings.

The BOF could have taken some steps in the right direction to improve the

quality of life for kings in the river. They could have implemented more “drift only” days. They could have
provided for spawning sanctuaries. But they did not. The reason? Mark Hamiltons’ KRSA lobbied the board to
deny these actions. Does this sound like a conservation group to you?

You may have heard about the proposed initiative that, if approved by the courts, would eliminate set netting in
Cook Inlet. This is the initiative brought forward by KRSA founding father Bob Penney that would, if passed,
eliminate more than 500 working families in Cook Inlet. This initiative was sponsored by many KRSA present

1



and past board members, including current president Mark Hamilton. Eliminating set netters will never solve in
" river habitat problems.

The Endangered Species Act, in Federal Law, is designed to take action to protect a species when one or more
of the following factors exist: 1) damage to, or destruction of, a species’ habitat; 2) over utilization of the
species for commercial, scientific, or educational purposes; 3) disease or predation; 4) inadequacy of existing
protection; 5) other natural or manmade factors that affect the continued existence of the species. I believe that
most of these five factors exist, and have existed on the river for many years.

With awareness that the early king run in the Kenai has been virtually decimated without any interference
whatsoever from commercial fishermen, perhaps it is time to look beyond the BOF process for meaningful
relief for Kenai River king salmon. Putting political considerations ahead of sound scientific management is
morally, scientifically, and intellectually wrong. In the final analysis, the Kenai kings may pass onto the
endangered species list at the hands of those who have created the illusion that they are protecting them.
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Honoring the Matanuska-Susitna Borough

Fish and Wildlife Commission

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susiton Borough Fish and Wildlife Commission hay worked
tirelessly since 2007 to allow for muore fish 1o pass through the Upper Cook Inlet to the spawning
groands of the Mat-Su drainage; amcl |

WHEREAS, the plpmmeting Coho, C lxinm@l{* and Sockeve salmon returns are at n orisis
fevel, amd the need Tor conservation in the Upper Cook Unlet was 5 necessity Tor sustudnability of

salmon in the Matinwska-Susitna Borough; snd

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Fish and Witdlife Commission is comprised of

volunteers and they unselfishly gave their time and expertise; and
WHEREAS, the Mamnusko-Sustina Borough Fish and Wildlife Commission presented 1
proposal -t the Alaska Board of Fish-eriaszm help return the salmon. stock levels in the MatsSug

and

WHEREAQ; ’ due to the work of the Mmanuﬁkau‘&usi‘mn Bomﬁgh Fish and ‘Wildiife
Consmission, the Mmka Board of Fisherd e ag.yeul by unanineus vote to'a sew framoework of the
munszement m" mmmcrcmi fisherles in Coolclutet tn an effort to allow the Mai-5u bound fish to
reach spawning grounds. .

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT REM)Lth that the \fl.nt.mmkan%uaima Borowgh Assembly
honors and applands the memsbers of the Matniaska-Susitog . Borough Fish snd Wikdlife

Commission, and Borough stafl for their historie work to bring the fish back to Borough waters,
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HOWARD DELO
JEHNIFER EHMANN
LARRY ENGEL
BRUCE KNOWLES
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Kudos to BOF for effort to make changes

Posted: March 12, 2014 - 7:17pm | Updated: March 13, 2014 - 8:29am

By Howard Delo

Big Lake

Members of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Fish and Wildlife Commission and key borough staff were honored at the March 4 Mat-Su Borough

Assembly meeting for efforts at the recently completed Alaska Board of Fisheries meeting in securing changes aimed at improving the health of
our Northern District salmon stocks.

I am a member of this commission. While honored by the assembly’s gesture, I want to point out the other folks who helped bring about these
significant changes.

The commission is an authorized and recognized agency of the Mat-Su Borough.

Without the borough assembly’s support, we would not have been in the position we were to work with the BOF in explaining our conservation
concerns in the Northern District.

With this support, we were able to hire a professional biologist/consultant who is very familiar with Cook Inlet issues and is a great organizer and
strategist. We received further testimony from the cities of Houston, Palmer, and Wasilla about the negative impacts being felt from lack of
healthy salmon stocks. Several of our valley legislators also submitted written statements about our conservation issues.

Members from the Mat Valley Fish and Game Advisory Committee and the Anchorage AC presented testimony and served on committees.
Hundreds of Northern District residents submitted written and/or oral testimony during the meeting about the poor condition of our valley -
salmon populations. This level of public support from the Northern District hasn’t been seen i decades, if ever, at a BOF meeting.

Two of our key borough staff are public relations specialists and played a major part in publicizing BOF happenings and “getting the word out” to
the public about submitting comments. They arranged both TV and radio interviews for commission members and our consultant. Another

borough staffer was instrumental in defusing the various habitat issues being portrayed as the only reason why there are no salmon in the
Northern District.

And let us not forget our friends to the south, the Kenai River Sportfishing Association and the Kenai River Professional Guide Association for
their support as well. While our areas and specific issues were different, KRSA and the KRPGA both aided us in their testimony and in arguing

similar issues in their area. Getting kings into the Kenai is, in many ways, similar to getting salmon into the Northern District. Those points were
not lost on BOF members.

While the MSBFWC might have been the tip of the spear, there were a bunch of other folks who played very important and key roles in our
efforts. To all of them, I say a heartfelt “Thank You.”

I was raised to thank a person when they helped me out in some manner. It would be very appropriate for sport anglers and those interested in
healthy Cook Inlet salmon stocks to thank the BOF for their efforts in changing the basic approach to how salmon will be managed in Cook Inlet.
Send your thanks to Board Support, PO Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526 or email them through the ADF&G website.
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1011 E. Tudor Road
IN REPLY REFER 0 Anchorage, Alaska 99503-6199

FWS/AFES

FJAN 14 2014

Mr. Karl Johnstone, Chair

Alaska Board of Fisheries

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, Alaska 99211-5526

JAN 2 V2014 M
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Diear Mr. Tohnstone:

The Alaska Board of Fisheries (Board) will deliberate on 2013/2014 regulatory proposals that
address Upper Cook Inlet fisheries in January 2014. The U. 8. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) would like to provide comments on seven of those proposals for fisheries within the
Kenai River that will likely affect fish populations on the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge.
We may wish to comimerit on otheér proposals or update our comments if issues arise during
the meeting which may havé an effect on refuge fish stocks. ~ '~ " - SR
Proposals 190, 191, 192, 193. and 194 request modifications to the-Kenai River early-fun
Chinook salmon slot limits. Proposal 190 requests mariagement modifications for Kenai
River early-run-Chinook salmon including the elimination of the slot limit as a liberalization
during strong Chinook salmon returis; Proposal 191 requests repealing the slot limit to
increase opportunity. Proposals 192 requests expanding the slot limit from 467-55” to 427-
55” in length. Proposal 193 requests lengthening the slot limit season by two weeks to end
on July 31 and expanding the slot [imit from 467-55” to 427-55" in length. Proposal 194
requests resiricting sport harvest to Chinook salmon less than 47” in length,

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Recommended Action: Support with modification. The
Service supports and promotes resource conservation and is concerned that the current slot
limit has the potential to negatively affect long-term sustainability of Chinook salmon stocks
within the Kenai National Wildlife Refage and other stocks within the Kenai River
watershed. The most recent information collected by the Service and Alaska Department of
Fish and Game (Department) indicates that harvest selection since implementation of the slot
limit oveilaps with the age and size composition of most spawning fish returning to the
Funny River, and likely other triliutary stocks comprised of smialler fish. The Service
supports the concept of changes t6 the slot Hinit that will allow fistiery participation while
still ensuring long-termt sustainability of afl spawning stocks of Keenai River Chinook sélmon,
The Service is willing to work with the Department and others to come up with a solution,

and is also supportive of other (and perhaps ‘better) alicrnatives that may arise through the
Board of Fish process that also achieve this goal, ~ @ I CE
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Proposal 219 requests establishing two Spawning Conservation Areas to protect Chinook
salmon that spawn in the mainstem Kenai River, Spawning Conservation Area 1 would close
the mainstem Kenai River to sport fishing for Chinook salmon from July 1 —31 from the
mouth of the Moose River upstream to Skilak Lake; Spawning Conservation Area 2 would
close the mainstem Kenai River to sport fishing for Chinook salmon from July 10 —31 from

the Sterling Highway Bridge upstream to the Moose River.

U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service Recommended Action: Support with modification, The
Service supports and promotes resource conservation and fishery participation. Chinook
salmon use waters on the mainsten Kenai River below Skilak Lake as 2 staging and
Spawning area, and a request was made to the Service to close the Kenai River withiu the
borders of the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge to sport fishing for Chinook salmon in
February of 2013 as a conservation measure to protect spawning fish, The Service suppotts
this proposal with modifications such that the spawning conservation areas and times reflect
mainstem spawning and staging areas identified by analysis of the Department®s recent radio
telemetry data or other studies as ppropriate. The Service is willing to work with the
Department to identify appropriate time and area closures in the mainstem Kenai River below

jurisdiction. If 1‘eg'ula‘cory time and area closures are adopted, a proposal will be made to the
Federal Subsistence Board to implement sinilar regulatory closures.

greater than 28 inches in length from J anuary 1 to July 31.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Recommended Action: Support. The Service supports and
promotes-resource conservation and fishery participation. The Service supports proposal 225
for the goal of conserving large older Chinook salmon in fhe Kenai River, Reducing the
annual bag limit to one fish over 28 inches would promote conservation of larger Chinook
salmon while providing fishery participation and harvest opportunity. The Service is also
supportive of other (and perhaps better) alternatives that may atise through the Board of Fish
process that also achieve this goal,

Thank you for your time to review our comments on these proposals.
Sincerely,

bk

Regional Director




The H-8 Projects were done by Mary King as the Principal Investigator. She did the
original rep pacts to Kenal River Riparian Habltats",

The 1997 ne 1999. The 199

orts called "Assessment of Angler Im
ssessment was released in'a repo

 rep!
_ areport Oc ._
funding from Grant No.F-
Impacts to KenalRiver Riparian Habitat.
what I understand; it never made‘it out o
from Grant No. F-10-16 (H-8) with'the sam

as‘u":dangurumGrantNoF1017(H8)with the same name, with no report. In FY

2003 there was funding from Grant No, F-10-18 with the same name, with no report, -

In 2004 there was funding from Grant No. F-10-18 (H: 8) entitled "Kenal River
Watershed” with no‘report that T have been able to locate. o .

When I réquested coples of the current Habitat reports for the Kenal River, 1was sent
Watoromc ok Was contracted by Kenal River Sport Fising Association tough the.
Watershed Forum' in‘partnership with Inter-fluve, When I read the report, I see no new

~ habitat studies, It is basically a report about the "Repalr Projects” that have been done

- on the Kenal River which is essentially the Bandaid‘and not what is actually causing the
wound. This report is not a habitat assessment to determine net loss fromnon-. .«
comme‘rscia"lﬁus}egﬁs,j»«‘-!- el e SRR R ,

of 2 have the report that was given to the 2002 Board of Fisherles and the 2005 Board

of Fisheries. Both reports are based on the original studies done in 19t ~1998 with

10 the 2000 and 2001 assessments. " From what [ have gathered with all of .

the information ‘Fthat?fis-‘a\/aifa,b!e- to me, there 'ha‘sj_fbe"en‘js(gniﬁgant "h'ébifaf-déma;gefdi}he ,
to the Kenai River-Riparian Habitat from ‘Angler foot traffic. The native habitat has been
impacted significantly, although the reports say that the cover has not been reduced,
the type of cover has been changed. The natural grasses have been replaced by
dandelions and horsetail, which are not as effective for bank stability.

In the 2004 report that was prepared for the Alaska Board of Fisheries 2005 Upper
‘Cook Inlet meeting, on page 21 it was asked iIf we are encroaching on a point where
the sport fishery for late-run sockeye salmon has grown to a size that may be
negatively impacting rearing habitat of juvenile salmonids at a level that Warrants
concern? Do you have an answer to that question today? Later, it was stated that



It was asked of the Departm

N runs appear to be highly productive in-th
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Kenai River Late-Run King Salmon Sport Fishery (10 Proposals): 219-228

PROPOSAL 219 — 5 AAC 57.120. General provisions for seasons, bag, possession, and size
limits, and methods and means for the Kenai River Drainage Area; and 5 AAC 57.121.
Special provisions and localized additions and exceptions to the seasons, bag, possession, and
size limits, and methods and means for the Lower Section of the Kenai River Drainage Area.

PROPOSED BY: Kenai Area Fisherman's Coalition.

WHAT WOULD THE PROPOSAL DO? This proposal would establish two king salmon
spawning closure areas on the Kenai River during July. One spawning closure area would be
from the Moose River upstream to Skilak Lake and sport fishing for king salmon would be
closed in this area during the month of July. The other spawning closure area would be from the

Soldotna Bridge upstream to Moose River and sport fishing for king salmon would be closed
from July 10-July 31.

WHAT ARE THE CURRENT REGULATIONS? In the Kenai River, there are five king

% 29 M 3 oy vy Foviran i pmgmedin it Defonn s
salmon “sanctuary areas” that contain sport fishing restrictions designed to protect king salmon

from January 1-July 31. Those waters are at the confluence of the following streams; Slikok
Creek, Funny River, Lower Killey River, Moose River, and Morgan’s Hole (Figure 219-1).
Additional waters are closed to fishing from boats at Centennial Park from about river mile (RM)
20 upstream to RM 21, Morgan’s Hole at RM 31 and at the confluence of the Moose and Kenai
rivers near RM 36. The seasonal king salmon area closures total approximately 3.1 river miles of
the 50 river miles open to king salmon fishing. In addition, the Kenai River upstream of Skilak
Lake and all tributaries are closed to king salmon fishing.

WHAT WOULD BE THE EFFECT IF THE PROPOSAL WERE ADOPTED? This
proposal would close an additional 12 to 29 river miles, approximately 25-60% of the lower
Kenai River downstream of Skilak Lake, to king salmon fishing on an annual basis. This
proposal would reduce the harvest of both early and late-run king salmon by an unknown
amount. Early run harvest would be reduced less than late run harvest. Total fishing effort would
likely decrease and crowding would likely increase downstream of Soldotna. Resulting decreases
in harvest may lead to increases in escapement. However, conservation benefits to spawning fish
would be limited because most mainstem-spawning king salmon spawn after the king salmon
season is closed on July 31. All regulations relating to sanctuary areas, boating restrictions,
tackle restrictions, and size limits would need to be updated to reflect this proposed change.

BACKGROUND: King salmon returning to the Kenai River are managed as two distinct runs:
early (May 16-June 30) and late (July 1~August 10). Early-run fish spawn primarily in tributary
streams, whereas late-run fish are destined primarily for mainstem spawning locations. King
salmon of Kenai River origin are harvested in several fisheries, including a recreational marine
fishery along the eastern shore of Cook Inlet from Anchor Point to Cape Ninilchik; commercial
set and drift gillnet fisheries in Cook Inlet that harvest late-run king salmon; and the sport fishery
and personal use fisheries in the Kenai River itself (tables 219-1 and 219-2).

127

/,

y -




9Tt

I RAH8.6 v

Siting
" Moy Beirige
-

RiT6E ”?’%—;’"e”m "
7 , Sefling //

iy

Fy Birge
P

R A

Sirng
s ey Brage T

S, o JAJ{%

B . Stading o oy
Low Fung Fndge 5 5 Miles

{ [ . W : e o : 63 f( 10 L
{ E LA & 1 F3E) H [

Figure 206-3.~Spawning destinations determined for radiotagged king salmon ‘within mainstem Kenai River, 2010-2013.




Management plans for the Kenai River king salmon sport fishery have been structured to provide
fishing opportunity under various run sizes and ensure escapement goals are achieved. In 2011—
2013 the Kenai River king salmon sport fishery was closed or restricted to catch-and-release
fishing during late June through July, 300 yards downstream from the mouth of Slikok Creek at
approximately RM 18.5, upstreain to the outlet of Skilak Lake at RM 50. The area affected by
these restrictive actions comprises about 60% of the Kenai River waters normally open to sport
fishing for king salmon.

Kenai River king salmon radiotelemetry study results from 2010-2013 indicates mainstem
spawning king salmon spawned throughout the Kenai River upstream of tidal influence. The

most heavily utilized sections were RMs 14-15, 17-21 and 46-47 (Figure 219-2). The median

date for the completion of spawning activity was August 21 for mainstem-spawning king salmon
that returned during the early-run, and August 30 for mainstem-spawning king salmon that
returned during the late run.

Since mainstem spawning king salmon did not show site fidelity to spawning areas until after the

sport fishery closed on July 31, proposed regulations to conserve mainstem spawning king
salmon bV CIOSIHQ areas 1o ka salmon Fﬂhmn dnrm_or hﬂj cannot be evaluated by spaw

et Seem A A, WRAREE AN &S W VAL LA LWL LI l.l LA l lg
distribution.

To evaluate measures o conserve mainstem spawning king salmon while the fishery is open
during July is also difficult because their distribution was different for each year studied. For
example, the inseason emergency orders (EO) to close king salmon fishing upstream of Slikok
Creek (RM 18.5) would have been more effective to protect mainstem spawning king salmon in
2012 and 2013 than in 2010 and 2011, because during 2010 and 2011 a large percentage of the
early-run, mainstem-spawning radiotagged king salmon monitored remained downstream of
Slikok Creek during July. The Kenai River downstream of the Soldotna Bridge (RM 21) was the
most heavily utilized mainstern spawning area during the study, closures upstream of Slikok

Creek have little conservation value for the largest mainstem spawning component. (figures 219-
2 and 219-3).

From 2010-2013, at least 96% of the radiotagged, tributary-spawning king salmon were located

in closed waters (existing king salmon sanctuaries or spawning tributaries) by July 16 in every
year studied.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The department OPPOSES this proposal as a conservation
measure. Tributary-spawning king salmon already have adequate protection through existing
regulations and the department’s use of EO authority to restrict the sport fishery as necessary.
Closing large arcas of the river to protect mainstem-spawning king salmon would provide
marginal benefits according to the biology and behavior of mainstem-spawning Kenai River king
salmon. Adopting this regulation would occur at the expense of exacerbating crowding in the
lower river which could have a consequence that is counter to what the proposal is seeking. It
would also increase regulatory complexity when added to the existing sanctuary areas and boat
fishing closures, and creating three categories of sport fishing waters between the Soldotna
Bridge and Skilak Lake, each having different methods and terminal tackle restrictions.




With respect to conservation, the department has the emergency authority to restrict the sport
fishery as necessary to achieve escapement goals.

COST ANALYSIS: Approval of this proposal is not expected to result in an additional direct
cost for a private person to participate in this fishery.
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100 Trading Bay #1, PO Box 586 Kenai, AK 99611
cell: 907.929.0388 office: 907,335.10005
acccrabak@earthlink.net
www.aksalmonallianee org

“Warking for Alasks’s Sulmen Futie Today™

January 13, 2014

Mr. Glenn Haight, Executive Director
Boards Support Section

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

ATTN: Board of Fish Comments for Upper Cook Inlet Finfish
Dear Mr. Haight and Board of Fisheries’ members;

With this submission, I am attaching a list of 239 supporters and their contact

information, persons who support an ASA sponsored Save Our Kings request to the
* Board of Fisheries “to take decisive and immediate action to protect spawning king

salmon and their freshwater spawning and rearing habitat within the Kenai River.”

A copy of the ASA web site supporting statement and submission sample is attached, \
(www.aksalmonalliance org) along with the complete list of supporters and their contact
information.

Regards,

Arni Thomson
Executive Director




Sign Our Petition — Protect Our Kings | Alaska Salmon Alliance : Page 1 of 3

Search

“Wirking for Maska's Salmaon Futurs Today™
8

ABOUT ASA  COOK INLET FISHERIES ~ REPORTS  ASA PUBLICATIONS
FISH NEWS  GET INVOLVED  CONTACT US

SIGN OUR PETITION - PROTECT OUR KINGS

Sign Our Petition - Protect Our Kings Contact Information

. Ami Thomson, Executive
The Alaska Salmon Alliance is sponsoring this petition to show support for Director

aohar Email:
accorabak@earthlink.net
Phone: (907)828-0388.

petition reads:

Protect Our Kings

Anchorage Office
We, the undersigned, urge the State of Alaska Board of Fisheries 790 M St #104
(BoF) to take decisive and immediate action to protect spawning Anchorage, AK 99501
king salmon and their freshwater spawning and rearing habitat within (by appt.)
the Kenai River. Kenai Office

100 Trading Bay Suite #1
Kenai AK 89811
(807)929-0388

(by appt.)

We want your help in communicating this important message to decision-
makers across our state. Please sign this petition (below) if you too
support responsitile use and protections of in-river salmon habitat! You
can also click on the petition text to add an additional comment of
your own, if you wish., Please makes sure to include your full name

http://www.aksalmonalliance.org/sign-our-petition/ 1/10/2014




Sign Our Petition — Protect Our Kings | Alaska Salmon Alliance

and mailing address as required by Alaska Board of Fisheries

petitions.,

Scroli down to download a printable version of this petition if you'd like to
collect signatures at your business, organization, or event! Please note
that the Alaska Salmon Alliance will never share or sell your personal
information with any other party.

Help Protect Kenai Kings

FIRET NANE *

LAST NAME =

EMAIL *

STREET

Ciry

STATE/ PROVINGE

POST CODE

PHOWE NUMBER

- We, the undersigned, urge the State of Alaska Board of Fisheries
- (BoF) to take decisive and immediate action to protect spawning
king salmon and their freshwater spawning and rearing habitat

f within the Kerai River,

Sign Now

http://www .aksalmonalliance.org/sign-our-petition/

Page 2 of 3

Search posts by topic
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January 2014
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Board of Directors

Paul Dale, President

Erik Huebsch, Vice President
Norm Darch, Treasurer
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