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HUNTERS
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ALASKA CHAPTER

February 24, 2014

To: House Resources Committee
RE: HB 161

We oppose HB 161, including the amended Version Y. There are many
aspects of this proposed legislation we find troubling, and this action would
set alarming precedent for tag disbursement in Alaska.

We do not want to see Alaska become another Utah, where resident
opportunity has taken a back seat to the misguided practice of selling or
gifting a resource that truly belongs to the residents of the state.

We are aware that the Division of Wildlife Conservation does not have the
funding to carry out the numerous programs and projects it oversees. For the
last 8 years now we have been pushing an increase in hunting license and tag
fees for both residents and nonresidents. The last increase was in 1993 and
Alaska, where costs run so much higher than the lower 48, charges by far the
least amount among all the western states to residents and nonresidents alike
for hunting licenses and tags.

We are pleased that the legislature has taken note of funding shortfalls and
wants to see more monies go into wildlife conservation. However, this bill is
not the way to accomplish that goal.

It is a telling fact that mention of the North American Model of Wildlife
Management (NAM) was struck from this legislation. NAM is all about
democracy in hunting. The resource belongs to all equally. Wealthy hunters
should not get a preference.

This legislation would add a new sheep tag to denate to an organization to
auction off. It also gives the ADFG Commissioner the authority to hold that
hunt outside normal seasons. Think about how much such a tag and hunt
would sell for at auction. What uber-wealthy sheep hunter would not be
willing to pay a half million dollars to go on an Alaskan sheep hunt on
August 1%, ten days before the normal season, the entire mountain and any



legal rams all to himself? In addition, since this new sheep tag is donated,
the organization that auctions it off gets to keep 100% of those funds. How
does that remotely help our Fish and Game coffers?

This legislation is the slipperiest of slippery slopes. It will undeniably take
opportunities away from resident hunters. It started just this way in Utah.
Non-profit hunting organizations saw how much money it could bring in to
them and so they pushed for more tags to be allocated. Now over 200 tags
are allocated and auctioned off in Utah.

It was mentioned by the sponsor of this bill that from 2009 -- 2013, 460,000
dollars in revenue from governor’s tags was generated. That’s great and we
certainly don’t oppose the way we currently allocate those tags or the 10%
profits that 501c3 orgs are allowed to keep.

We have attached with this letter a copy of the Alaskan Auction and Raffle
Permits 2014-2015. As far as we can tell, every single governor’s tag offered
under current statute will be up for auction at various venues by non-profit
hunting and conservation organizations. Comments that that there isn’t
interest, or that these organizations need a larger cut of the proceeds, doesn’t
seem to jibe with reality.

Let’s not set this precedent and allocate more tags for the wealthy while
disavowing the North American Model of Wildlife Management. We don’t
need to change anything about the current statutes relating to governor’s
tags.

Sincerely,

Alaska Chapter Backcountry Hunters & Anglers
www.alaskabackcountryhunters.org
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