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ptionaI Educabon Standards and Tests: Big Exeense, Little Value

.Indsey Burke February 18, 2011 The Heritage Foundation

Spending on Standards and Assessment Sstems: Selected States

The budgetaiy impact offettisoning state accountability strudvtes and ‘Epladng atWag standards and testing could be significant—likely much morethan RTTT funding provides
Over the past decade, taxpayen have spent considerable sums to develop existing state accountability systems.
CaTh’oniia. California’s Standardad Testing and Reporting Program, I+*iCh began In 1998, tests students In grades 2-11 in English, math, sdence,soda! sdence, and h/starj’. Estimates suggest Mat It in,uidcust California tazpayers $1.6 billion to replace the existing state standardswith the Common Core standards[4J Yet CalIfornIa has agreed to overhaul existing system kwTh the new national standanis and assessments.
Florida. The Hodda Comprehensive Assessment Test meas4jres student achievanent In grades 3-11 h, ,eading mat4 and Xi8t7 S’nce 1996,Plotida has spent more than $404 mill/an to develop and maintain the system.[5J Taxpayer Investment In the existing high-quality assemnents hasbeen wbstantlal and overhauling the system br unproven national assessments, WI7Id? Marldo has agreed to adopc could produce significant newimplementation costs to taxpayets.

tena Texas has resisted the push fur national standards. The Lone Star State estimates that the adoption ofnew standards and testswould cost taxpayen upwards of$3 billion. Adopting national standards and tests would also require the pu,thase ofnew teflboo’cs,assessments, and professional development toots, costing Texas taxpayers an estimated $3 billion, on tsp of the billions of dollars Texas has already
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Invested In developing our strong standards, ‘stated Governor Rick Pny (li) In a letter to U.S. Secetajy of Education Mie Duncan in opposiThin tonational standards and tests.[6]

Virginia. The Virginia Beam’ ofEducation unanimously rejected adoption of the proposed Common Corn State Standards and test. One of the board’chiefarguments against adopting national standards was fiscal, with members noting that “Virgin/a’s Investment In the Standards of Learning (SQL]since 1995 lär exceeds the $250 million Virgin/a potentially could have received by abandoning the SQL and competing In phase fliv orRace to theThp. 77] Indeed, sInce 1996, VirgInia taxpayers have — more than $379 mill/on to develop and knplement the state SO/S. The costs for developingthe SOILs Include expenditures for the initial development and subsequent re visions of the curriculum frameworks and assessments as well as thedevelopment ofnew supporting materials and professional development related to using the new testing system.
ailfornia

California and the Common Core; Will There Beg New Debate About K—fl Standards?June 2010 Edsource

Based on the stateflast experience, new curriculum frameworks and instructional materials could cost abeut $800 million for Englishand math combined. hi addition, training teachers in both subjects could cost as much as $765 miiiion, based on an assumption of $2,500per teacherper subject and counting teachers both In self-contained classrooms and those that teach sIngle subject. An addItional $20 million wouldbe needed for training prlndpals to help them In their work as instructional leaders (based on the amount that the state and the Gates Foundationappropriated In 2001-02 for Initial training ofadminisbatois). Finally, developing tests based on new standards would add a relatively snail a’nount tothe total cos4 with the exact sum depending on how quickly the new test questions were phased In and whether the state would retain the existingtestsitmat w’1kh currently contaIns almost entirely multiple-die/ce questions. Participation In an assessment consortium could also affect this cost.Thus, an estimate ofthe totai cost ofa more comprehensive retooling is about $1.6 billion over a few years.
ashlngton State

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics: Analysis and Recommendations Report to theLegIslature January 2011

Estimated Costs for CCSS Implementation
Estimated State Level Costs Five Year

2010-11 (FY 11)* $2,500,000
2011-22 (FY 12)* $3,400,000
2012-13 (FT 13) $3,600,000
2013-14 (FY j4)* $3,500,000
2014-15 (FY 15)* $3,800,000
Total Five Year Estimated State Level
Costs $17,100,000
Estimated District Level Costs
2010-11 (FY 11) $25,300,000
2011-12 (FT 22)* $29,600,000
2012-13 (Fl’ 13)* $35,100,000
2013-14 (FY j4)* $41,800,000
2014-15 (FY 15)* $33,700,000
Total Five Year Estimated District
Level Costs p1
Total FIve Year Estimated State Level
andDlstrlctLeveicosts
tyearly cost estimates are from the aSPI report See Pages 24
and 2$,
Funding Sources for CCSS Implementation
Funding Sources for the

uai Five Year
Implementation of the CCSS Total
State Level Sources
State Assessment Budget $150,000 $750,000
State Funding for Regional

“000 0Mathematics Coordinatorst 1’ I’

‘Title IX, Part A, Teacher and Principal
000 •, 550 000Quality (federal)* ‘

Tide II, Part B, Math Science
125 000 625 000Partnership Grant Funds (federal)t ‘ ‘

School Improvement Grant Funds no amount
(federal)t provided
SMARTER Balanced Assessment
Consortla (SBAC) Supplemental

30, 000Grant $250,000—$300,000 over four
yearst
Five Year Total of State Level Fund •
Sources
Estimated Five Year State Level
Costs Total
Est. State Level Costs Minus State
Level Fund Sources p—,O , 0
District Level Sourcest
Basic Education Funding (state) # Unable to IndeterminateTitle I (federal) and Learning detennine
Assistance Program (LAP, state) & amounts
Title IX, Part A, Teacher and Principal
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Quality (federal) °k
School Improvement Grant Funds
($16, federal) &
Title II, Part B, Math Science
PartnershIp Grant Funds (federal) 6
The district level fundIng sources have been identified and
listed above. Given the Information In the report It is not
possible to determIne the amount of funds from any given
source that would be allocated to support the Implementation
of the CCSS. Districts may have commItments for funds, or
portIons of funds, from any given source that would preclude
them from beIng available to support the implementation of
the CCSS.
Estimated Five Year District Level •
CostsTotal
* Fund source Information Is from the OSPI report State level
sources pages 25-26. DistrIct level sources pages 30-fl
# FIgures presented were not consIstent and could not be
used to determine any annual or five year total amount of
funds avaIlable
& An unspecified portion of an undisclosed amount may be
used by qualIfyIng districts
°h An unspecified portion of an undisclosed amount may be
used according to Individual district’s comprehensive plan
6 WA receives $2.5 million annually of which $2 million may
support Implementation efforts

Tables from Where’s the Money? pdf developed by The Underurcund Parent

MIssourI

Missouri Department of Elementary & Secondary Education
Freouentlv Asked Questions Common core State Standards

As stated earher, the Deparflt has not requested addluonai or new funding for the implementation or profesonal development associated withrevised standards and assessments.
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