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2. Is the Common Core already being
implemented?

All 50 states except Alaska and Texas Initially committed to the development of common
state standards when the National Governors Association and the Counclil of Chief State
School Officlals launched thelr efforts to write the Common Core on June 1, 2009, At that
time, Individual states reserved the right to determine whether to formally adopt the
finalized standards.

Forty-five states, four territories, the District of Columbila, and the Department of Defense
Education Activity have adopted the Common Core State Standards since thelr release on
June 2, 2010, Minnesota adopted only the English language arts stanclards.2 All 45 states
adopting both sets of standards became members of one or both of the consortia developing
standardized assessments. These states thus committed to fully Implement the standards
and replace thelr state assessments with whatever tests the consortla produce.? Alaska,
Nebraska, Texas, and Virginia have refused to adopt the Common Cors, The Texas
legislature confirmed Its unequivocal opposition by rejecting the standards on a 140-2 vote, 4

Despite the states’ rapld adoption of the Common Core, Implementing the standards In
public schools has been gradual. A study conducted by two education policy firms found that
in 2011, just seven of the 45 states that had adopted the Cornmon Core had fully developed
plans for Implemanting the standards. In 2012, only 14 more states had produced complete
plans.*

Even though some states have not adopted the Common Core and many have been slow to
implement its provisions, the Common Core is already Impacting students across the
country, The Common Core was consulted as a curriculum authority In the formulation of the
Natlonal Sexuality Education Standards.® In the name of the Common Core’s sophisticated
writing expectations, a high school teacher in New York tasked her students with persuading
her In five paragraphs or less that Jews are evil and that she should be loyal to the Third
Reich.?

As the possibility of widespread Impact bacomes Increasingly apparent and the pedagogical
weakness of the standards Is exposed, states that originally adopted the standards are
scrambling to delay or defund implementation. It Is also becoming clear that the predicted
cost of Implementing the Common Core Is much higher than the amount of money the
Department o‘f Education used to persuade states to accept de facto national standards and
assessments.

The Michigan leglsiature passed a budget biil cutting off funding for Implementation of the
Common Core on June 4, 2013.? Legisiators In New York and Pennsylvanta are also pushing
such bllls, aithough similar legislation falled to pass In Alabama and Georgia.i® Governor
Mike Pence of Indiana signed 2 bill on May 8, 2013, that delays implementation until public
hearings on the Common Core can be held.3t A simllar bill in Missouri falled to pass, but a
similar bill was Introduced in the Florida House of Representatives on August 28, 2013,12
Pennsylvania Governor Tom Corbett has ordered schools to discontinue plans to implement
the Common Core until he can consult with lawmakers.® Leglslation was Introduced In the
Kansas legislature on February 11, 2013, to prevent the use of Common Core-related
materials and assessments created In 2013 untll the legistature can evaluate and approve
them In 2014, but this bill falled to pass.** Bills In Oklahoma and North Carolina would stalt
Implementation until the cost of Implementing the standards and thelr academic quality have
been more thoroughly explored.s* A bilt introduced in the Ohio General Assembly would
prevent the state board of education from adopting the Common Core and the state
department of education from implementing the standards.**A biil presented to the New
Jersey Senate would create a task force to evaluate the Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and Career assessments and prohibit use of the tests until the task
force’s final report Is submitted.3? Alabama, Florida, Georgla, Indiana, Oklahoma, and Utah
have withdrawn from the state consortia developing assessments aligned to the Common
Core standards. 10
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