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2 Is the Common Core already being
implemented?

All 50 states except Alaska and Texas initially committed to the development of commonstate standards when the National Governors Association and the Council of Chief StateSchool Officials launched their efforts to write the Common Core on June 1, 2009.’ At thattime, individual states reserved the right to determine whether to formally adopt thefinalized standards.

Forty-five states, four territories, the District of Columbia, and the Department of DefenseEducation Activity have adopted the Common Core State Standards since their release onJune 2, 2010. Minnesota adopted only the English language arts standards.’ All 45 statesadopting both sets of standards became members of one or both of the consortia developingstandardized assessments. These states thus committed to fully implement the standardsand replace their state assessments with whatever tests the consortia produce3Alaska,Nebraska, Texas, and Virginia have refused to adopt the Common Core. The Texaslegislature confirmed its unequivocal opposition by rejecting the standards on a 140-2 vote.4
Despite the states’ rapid adoption of the Common Core, implementing the standards Inpublic schools has been gradual. A study conducted by two education policy firms found thatin 2011, just seven of the 45 states that had adopted the Common Core had fully developedpians for implementing the standards. In 2012, only 14 more states had produced completeplans.’

Even though some states have not adopted the Common Core and many have been slow toimplement its provisions, the Common Core is already impacting students across thecountry. The Common Core was consulted as a curricuium authority in the formulation of theNationai Sexuality Education Standards. In the name of the Common Core’s sophisticatedwriting expectations, a high sttiool teacher in New York tasked her students with persuadingher in five paragraphs or less that Jews are evil and that she should be loyai to the ThirdReich.’

As the possibility of widespread impact becomes increasingly apparent and the pedagogicalweakness of the standards is exposed, states that originally adopted the standards arescrambing to deiay or defund Impiementation. It is also becoming clear that the predictedcost of impiementing the Common Core is much higher than the amount of money theDepartment of Education used to persuade states to accept de facto national standards andassessments.8

The Michigan legislature passed a budget bill cutting off funding for implementation of theCommon Core on June 4, 2013.’ legislators in New York and Pennsylvania are also pushingsuch bills, although simliar legislation failed to pass in Alabama and Georgia.’° GovernorMike Pence of Indiana signed a bill on May 8, 2013, that delays Implementation until pubichearings on the Common Core can be held.” A similar bill in Missouri failed to pass, but asimilar bill was introduced in the Florida House of Representatives on August 28, 2013.”Pennsylvania Governor Tom Corbett has ordered schools to discontinue plans to implementthe Common Core until he can consult with lawmakers,” Legislation was introduced in theKansas legislature on February 11, 2013, to prevent the use of Common Core-relatedmateriais and assessments created in 2013 until the legislature can evaiuate and approvethem in 2014, but this bill faiied to pass.’4 Bills in Oklahoma and North Carolina would staiiimplementation until the cost of implementing the standards and their academic quality havebeen more thoroughiy expiored.” A bill introduced in the Ohio Generai Assembly wouldprevent the state board of education from adopting the Common Core and the statedepartment of education from impiementing the standards.”A bill presented to the NewJersey Senate would create a task force to evaiuate the Partnership for Assessment ofReadiness for College and Career assessments and prohibit use of the tests until the taskforce’s final report is submitted.” Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Okiahoma, and Utahhave withdrawn from the state consortia developing assessments aigned to the CommonCore standards.”
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i. what Is the Common Core?

2. Is the Common Core aiready being
implemented?

3. How is the federal government
invoived in the Common Core?

4. Does the Common Core have a
philosophical bias?

S. Does the Common Core provide for
individualized education?

6. Is there any evidence that
centralized education works better
than decentrailzed education?

7. Will the Common Core impact
homeschoois and private schools?

8. Does the Coir,mon Core iced to a
nationai curriculum?

9. Does it matter that testing is being
aligned with the Common core?

10. Does the Common core iricude a
national database?
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11. Who supports the Common Core and

why?
‘NGA and CCSSO Comment on CCSSI Governance Suggestionst Common Core State Standards Initiative,accessed June 10, 2013, http://www.corestandards,org/artlcles/9’nga’end-ccsso’comment’on’ccssi.governence- 12, Wflo opposes the Common Core annsuggestions,

why?
2 see “Irs the states,’ Common Core Standards State InitIative, accessed June 8, 2013,http ://www ,corestandards.org/In.the’stetes.

Tablthe Grossman, Ryan Reyna, end Stephanie Shlpton, Realizing the Potential: How Goven,or, Can LeadEffective ImplementatIon or the Common Core State Standards (National Governors Assocsation, 201:), 10,accessed June 8, 2013, rictpJ/lvv.wnga.org/flies/ilve/sites)NGNCIS5/pdf/I IZOCCSSJ)MPLEMENTAflONGUIDE.POF,
4 Shane Vender Mart, ‘Texas House Makes It Clear: No Common Core Herd’ Truth in ,4mertcan Education (May7, 2013), accessed June 8, 2013, rrttp;//truthinamerlcaneducaticn.com/common’-core-state’standarda/texas-hoLrsernakes’it’c)eor’no-comincr,’wre’here/.

‘Education First end Editorial Projelss In Education Research Ce,ter-, 4 NatIonal Pespectlve on States’ ProgitssIn common Core Stale Standards ImplementatIon Planning (2013), 6,http://www.edweek.org/medla/movlnglorwenl,ef epe,020413,pdr. Three key areas ol implementation wereconsidered in this study: teacher professional development. curriculum guides or instr’jctionai materiel, and teacher‘evaluation system.

, How do we STOP
the Common Core?
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Eveiyn B. Stecey, ‘Alabama Exits Nationai Common Core Tests,’Heertiend Institute, February 13, 2013,accessed June 8, 2013, http:/lnews.heei-tieiid.org/nawspeper’erticref2OlJ/O2)13/alabaina’exlLs-riationai-cnmnion-core’tests; ‘Governor Rick Scott Announces Path Forward for High Education Standards,” Rick Scott 45th Govemorof florida, September 23, 2013, accessed October 4,2013, htp://www.flgov comi2OlJ/09123/governoii’ck-scott-announr.es’path’forward’for-hgh.dtcation-star.iards-cecision’to’ntr.drew’3romparu’J ‘Georgia Withdrawingfrom the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness of Cotege end Careers (PARCC) Consortium,’ July 22, 2013,accessed August 1, 2013, http:/lwwv, loe,sci 2.Qe.tisiEeines’Aflai,s’and-Poiicy/cornmui,ications/Pages/PressRaieesa0etaIls.aspx?PressViaw*.defauiL&pId 123; Indiana Governor Mike Pence,‘Governor Pence Announces Intent to Withdraw Indiana as a Member from the Partnership for the Assessment ofReediness for Coliege and Careers (PAACC) Governing Board,’ news reiease, July 29, 2013, accessed August 16,2013, btip-//www.in,;oqedivsca;ender/EvenLust d5p?
Fcurndate’. 7/29/2013&todate’ 7/29/2013&d[splay’ Day&type’- pubiic&eventia,1- 115942&v,ew. Evantoeta,i5&-i,tormndt-o,i It” 185774;Andrea Eger, ‘Oklahoma to Droç, Testing Ccnswtium, Deveiop Own Tests, Berm. Sap,’ Tulsa World, July 2, 2013,accessed July 10, 2013,
hlLp://www.tuisaworid .conh/articieespx/lJkial,on,a to drop telLing consoi tsun develop. own testr/20130702 Ii Al CUILINJ993SI‘Utah Withdraws from Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium Deveioping Common Core Tests,” Hufflngton Post,August 7, 20)2, accessed June 8,2023, hItp:/.i*-w.i..huiTinllttposL ccn/2012/DS/OIuLer’n,’.rd,aHs.i’om-sillart n 1752261 html-
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‘Future or Sex Education Initiative, Nationel Sexuality Education Standards: Core Content and Skills, K—fl(Future of Sex Education tnitlItl’n, 2012), 6, eccessed August 16, 2013,http ://mww nIne web. org/riles/pubilc/sexuahty%2oeducet.on/Josh‘fose-ss an dnuds Pd F.
Scott Weidman, ‘School Apoiogizes for ‘Nazi’ Writing Assignment,’ Times Union, Aprli 12, 2013, accessed June10. 2013, lttp-)/www.timesunion.coi’rlcceVerticieJSd-ool.apo’ogy’Thnnk’iike-a-kazl’5jk”is’Jews’4428669 php# photo -4456880,

In Texas, Race to the Top funding wouid have emounted to about $75 per student- The nost of implementingthe Common Core in Texas would be approximately $635 par student, See Rick Perry, Letter to the Honorable AmeDuncan, Office ofthe Governor, Januery 13, 2010, accessed June 10, 2013, http:/igoveinor,state.tx us/files/pressci(flce/0-DuncanAs’rieZOLOO Lt30344.pdf.

• Drien Smith, ‘Common Core Standards Funding Omdeily Blocked In New Michigan Sudget after Seneca Vote.’41! MichIgan, June 4, 2013, accessed lune 5,2013,
http://www.miive,com/educetlon/lndes,ssr/2013/06/common,cort,standards runding.html,

‘5 “8111 No, 7994,’ State of New York Assembly, 2013—14, accessed July 10, 2013,http : //assembly.stateny, us/leg)?
default, fld&bnA07g94&term.2013t,Summary—Y&ActlonsY&’iext’Y&Votes—V#Jump to, Votes; “Exit Strategy:State L,wmakess Consider Oropping Common Core,’ Education Week, last mod/led July 2.20:3, accessed July tO,2013, http://www,edweekorg/evi/settlon/muitlmedla/antl’cc-b.li.htmi; Joy Pullman, ‘DIII Would Withdraw Georgiafrom Common Core,’ Heartland Institute, accessed June 6, 2013, http://news,iteertrand.ong/newspaper’ertlcle/J013)02/15/blll’would ‘withdraw’gwor-gie’common’core.

ii ValerIe Strauss, ‘IndIana Halls Common Core Implementation,’ Washington st, May 13, 2013, accessedJune 8, 2013, htcp:/fwwwwashlngtonpostccn-tihlogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/CS/t3/inciana’tnalts’co,’nmon-ccre.implementation).

u’ ‘Current Bill Summary: SD 210,’ Missouri Senate, accessed July 10, 2013,http://wviw.seniate,mo.gov/l3info/BIS, Web/bill aspx?Se,sion1ype”R&Bill1017420S96; “HB 25,’ Florida House ofRepresentatives, 2013’14, accessed August 29, 2013,
l,ttp ://www .myflorldahouse. gov/Seccionns/Oocum ents/loaddoc.aspx?
FIleName—, h0025 do&oocucnenttype’uuil&lli,;tt.mbei.OO2SESessipn.2054.

°‘ Jan Murphy, ‘Corbett Orders Delay in Common Core Academic Standards’ Implementation,’ Penn Live, Hey20, 2013, accessed June a, 2013,
http:I/www.penn3i-se,com/nidstate)index.ssfi2oiJ/OS/corbett,Ordeis delay ni comrnon.ho’nl.

‘MD 2289,’ Kensas Legislature, July 11, 2013, eccassed July 11, 2013,htlp:/iwww.1<slegsslatuie.org/li/b2013,14/meeiures/hb2289).
Ia ‘OK HB1907 I 2013 I Regular Session,’ LeglScan, June 8, 2013, accessed June 8, 2013,Fnttp;//leuiscein.ccm/OlQblh/HB907/2013; Rachel Shemeld, ‘North CarolIna Questions Common Core,’l-ieartiandInstitute, AprIl 26, 2013, accessed June 8, 2013, l’ttp://news,heartlend org/r,ewspaper-ar’,ic,’Q2013/L’4i2Bfionth-rarollna’questions-comnion’core.

i OhIo General Assembly, MB. No- 237, 130th General Assembly, Regular SessIon, 2013-14, accessed August20, 2013, http://wwwiegislatui-e.ltateoh.us/bilis,clm?I0,130 H8237.
i’ 52973, New 3ersey 215th Legislature, Regular Session, 2013-54, accessed October 4, 2013,http://wwwnnJieg.staten),Lis/201Z’aIlIs/S3000/2973 IL.M1’M.
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