
 

 

Dear Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 

Thank you for introducing Senate Bill 64 to address Alaska’s rising corrections costs.  Today, 

Alaska faces declining revenue and the need for extreme fiscal restraint. Last year, the Alaska 

Department of Corrections (DOC) opened the Goose Creek Correctional Center at a cost of $250 

million to Alaskans with an annual operating budget of $50 million.  If the state’s prison 

population continues to grow at its current rate of 3% per year, the state’s prisons will be full by 

2016.   

This creates an inescapable reality, Alaskans must start looking to build and fund another prison, 

or look at proven best practice approaches that more effectively address criminality, reduce 

recidivism and build safer and healthier Alaskan communities.  

Currently, 2 out of 3 Alaskan prisoners return to custody within the first three years of release at 

a cost of $159 dollars per inmate per day. SB 64 aims to determine how Alaskans can get better 

value for their criminal justice dollars spent by establishing the Alaska Criminal Justice 

Commission (ACJC). The ACJC will evaluate the effect of laws and practices on the criminal 

justice system to determine whether those laws and practices provide for maximum public safety 

while yielding the maximum benefit from our money spent.   

The other provisions in SB 64 are intended to bend the corrections cost curve, and to provide 

incentives and tools for offenders to help themselves successfully reintegrate once released from 

supervision. SB 64 updates the felony theft threshold, requires twice daily alcohol monitoring for 

certain offenders, creates swift and certain sanctions for probation and parole violations, lessens 

the statutory threshold required before a defendant is eligible to receive credit for time served in 

a residential substance abuse treatment program, grants limited licenses for individuals who have 

successfully completed a rigorous court-ordered treatment program, allows first-time DUI 

offenders to serve their mandatory 72-hour sentence on electronic monitoring, requires 

assessments for every DOC inmate in custody for 30 days or longer, and establishes the 

Recidivism Reduction Fund to support community re-entry services.  

All of these statutory changes ascribe to the philosophy that has proven true in Texas and a 

whole host of tough on crime states: low-risk, nonviolent offenders can be effectively supervised 

in the community at a significantly lower cost, and will help keep prison beds available for 

violent criminals while holding non-violent offenders accountable for their actions. Research 

shows that implementation of evidence-based practices leads to an average decrease in crime of 

between 10% and 20%. Experience in other states further reveals that with the implementation of 

these evidence-based approaches, states have successfully cut corrections costs and reduced 

crime while at the same time improving offender outcomes and ensuring public safety.  



SB 64 uses evidence-based practices and a cross-governmental approach to reform by focusing 

resources on high-risk offenders, supporting mandatory supervision and treatment in the 

community, and using real-time data and information to drive policy-making decisions. Evidence 

shows that it is possible for Alaska to cut our rising corrections costs without sacrificing public 

safety.  Alaska has a great opportunity to o join other states such as Texas, Georgia, and Ohio 

that have made similar reforms and realized the benefits of lower crime, lower costs, and lives 

redeemed. 

 I greatly appreciate your consideration of our perspective on the benefits of SB 64 and 

appreciate your leadership on this critical issue.  

Sincerely, 

 
Jerry Madden 

Senior Fellow, Right on Crime  

Former Chairman, Texas House of Representatives Corrections Committee 
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jmaddeninsurance@aol.com 
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