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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 324
2014 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

House Bill 324 would establish a controlled substance prescription database that would be managed by the Alaska Board
of Pharmacy. The database would contain data for every prescription for a schedule IA, 1A, llIA, IVA, or VA substance
under state law (reference AS.11.71.140-11.71.180) or a Schedule |, 11, lll, IV or V controlled substance under federal law
dispensed in the state other than those administered to a patient at a health care facility.

According to sections two and seven of the bill, funding for the database would come both from sources sought by the
Alaska Board of Pharmacy other than the state and from additional fees charged to pharmacists or providers for
dispensing controlled substances. Fees charged to pharmacists would be to “cover the applicable direct costs relating to
the board’s responsibilities in maintaining and operating the controlled substance prescription database.”

The Department of Administration, in its role as the health plans administrator for AlaskaCare, would likely see increased
costs as a result of this legislation. Pharmacists would likely pass on any increased costs resulting from the fees created in
section seven of the bill to insurance providers in the form of higher fees. Because the fee schedule will not be
determined until the Alaska Board of Pharmacy is able to adopt the regulations necessary to set fees, the Department of
Administration is unable to estimate the possible increased costs that AlaskaCare would face as a result of this legislation.
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