-----Original Message-----
From: Susan Tow [mailto:soosantow@gmail.com] 
Sent: Saturday, February 22, 2014 9:43 PM
To: Sen. Bert Stedman
Subject: Requesting your support of SB131

Senator Stedman,

Good evening.  I am emailing you tonight to ask for your support of SB131/HB139. This much needed bill would add sexual orientation and gender identity to Alaska's non-discrimination law.

 My name is Susan Tow.  I have been a resident of Anchorage, Alaska for almost 14 years. And yes, I plan to stay here.  I represent the Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual, and Transgender (LGBT) community of Alaska.
Any discrimination against a person is wrong.  The legal right to discriminate is wrong.  The legal discrimination of our Alaskan LGBT families and individuals, simply because of who they love, is ridiculous. Our LGBT community lives in fear of losing jobs and housing. This continuous and legal discrimination threatens the stability that every American and every Alaskan deserves.
       Imagine how you would feel if there was a possibility that your boss could look at you one morning, and say, "You know what...I don't like the fact that your spouse was born without a left arm, so I'm going to have to let you go." Now, you have no source of income, and this usually means that you have no recommendation to use for your next job.  Not to mention that now, you have to explain to possible new employers, why you were fired.  All because of who you loved.
         Or, your landlord could just one day send you an eviction notice, because they simply don't like the fact that your spouse is
Asian.   Now, you have thirty days to relocate your family...children,
pets, possibly in-laws, to a new residence.  You need to find somewhere to live that you can afford, and is hopefully in the same school district, so that your children are not affected by this...again.
All because of who you loved.
How unfair!  Your spouse cannot change the fact that they were born without a left arm, just as your spouse cannot change the fact that they were not born the same race as you.  This is exactly why it is against the law to discriminate towards the disabled, and individuals of other races. Individuals do not "choose" their sexual orientation or gender identity.  We truly are born this way.
The above scenarios sound ridiculous, don't they?  Many in our LGBT community have had to deal with the loss of jobs/promotions and housing, because their boss didn't like who they loved. We are met with uncertainty whenever we have to apply for loans or credit, regardless of the credit scores that we have, simply because of who we love.

        This is the discrimination that our LGBT community lives with daily here in Alaska.  This discrimination not only sits in the hearts of each adult in our LGBT community, it sits in the hearts of our children.  Our children have to hide who they are.  They live in fear of "outing" their parents.  They are forced to lie about the two people that have raised them, and loved them unconditionally.  How many of you on this committee, have ever had to teach your child to "hide" who they are, and who their families are?  Seems a bit backwards doesn't it?  How do you teach your child to lie about their family so their mommies or daddies don't lose their job, or so they have a place to live...but not lie about other things?  This is very stressful for the children and it makes them conflicted.  It makes them feel as if they are not as important as their friends, it lowers their self-esteem.  They suffer.
 Discrimination of our LGBT community in Alaska must stop.
Discrimination of our LGBT in Alaska is not healthy.
        We keep hearing in the news that our Alaskan representatives in Juneau do not feel there is any discrimination against the LGBT community. Then we hear in the news that there just aren't enough LGBT individuals in Alaska for this to be a problem.  We also keep hearing that the small number of LGBT individuals that are in Alaska, do not have families. None of the above statements is correct. There are thousands of LGBT in the State of Alaska.  Many have families that they love and support. Most of them CANNOT e-mail you today because they are afraid.  They are afraid of losing jobs, housing, and the livelihood they have worked so hard to achieve.
         I am a retired, disabled, Master Sergeant of the United States Air Force. I have deployed numerous times for contingency and humanitarian missions. I have left my children, my wife, my siblings, and my parents over and over again, to serve my country.  I have missed birthdays, school functions, holidays, ballgames, and funerals, to serve my country.  I have carried the wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan from helicopters, and I have stood patriot detail at the end of C17s as caskets were loaded for their final journey home. I am a proud American, and a proud Alaskan.
Thankfully, because of my military service, I can afford to own a home.  Thankfully, I work for a company that accepts my family, and values me for the job that I do.  However, I know the pain that my friends, and fellow Alaskan LGBT community members feel each and every time they are discriminated against because of who they love.  For 22 years of military service, I had to lie about who I loved. My children had to lie about their personal lives, and their "other mommy." We had to rent housing that had an additional bedroom, so that no one would think my partner and I shared a room. I had to attend special occasions (promotions, award ceremonies, graduations) with a male friend, so that no one would see me with my significant other. I taught "integrity first" to the airmen under me, yet I had to lie constantly. Those 22 years were the best, and the worst of my life.
Thankfully, the repeal of DOMA has corrected the legal discrimination in the military, and my lesbian and gay sisters and brothers can serve openly.
 It is time for Alaska to change.  We need equality for all Alaskans.
We need your help. We need your support.  Now is the time to put an end to this discrimination and allow all Alaskans to live equally.
Support for the equality of the LGBT community is increasing daily in the United States and other countries. It is now time for you to support the LGBT community is this great state. I am asking for your support of SB131/HB139.
Thank you for your time.

Susan Tow
5507 Big Bend Loop
Anchorage, Alaska, 99502
907-444-4456
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