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House Joint Resolution 22
Sponsor Statement

“Requesting the United States Congress to call a convention of the states to
propose amendments to the Constitution of the United States that impose fiscal

restraints on the federal government, limit the power and jurisdiction of the
federal government, and limit the terms of office of federal government

officials; and urging the other 49 states to request the United States Congress to
call convention of the states.”

It is the solemn duty of the states to protect the liberty of its people, particularly for
the generations to come, to propose amendments to the Constitution of the United
States through a convention of the states under article V to place clear restraints on
these and related abuses of powers.

Article V, U.S. Constitution states: “The Congress, whenever two thirds ofboth
houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this Constitution, or, on
the application ofthe legislatures oftwo thirds ofthe several states, shall call a
conventionforproposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all
intents andpurposes, as part ofthis Constitution, when ratj/ied by the legislatures of
threefourths ofthe several states, or by conventions in three fourths thereof as the
one or the other mode ofratfIcation may be proposed by the Congress; provided that
no amendment which may be made prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and
eight shall in any manner affect thefirst andfourth clauses in the ninth section ofthe
first article; and that no state, without its consent, shall be deprived ofits equal
suffiage in the Senate.”

By calling a convention of states, we can stop the federal spending and debt spree, the
power grabs of the federal courts, and other misuses of federal power. The current
situation is precisely what the Founders feared, and they gave us a solution we have a
duty to use.
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