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America’s schools
are working

to provide higher
quality instruction
than ever before.

The way we taught students in the past simply does not prepare

them for the higher demands of college and careers today and in the
future. Your school and schools throughout the country are working to
improve teaching and learning to ensure that all children will graduate
high school with the skills they need to be successful.

In English language arts and literacy, this means three major changes.
Students will continue reading and writing. But in addition to stories
and literature, they will read more texts that provide facts and
background knowledge in areas including science and social studies.
They will read more challenging texts and be asked more questions
that will require them to refer back to what they have read. There will
also be an increased emphasis on building a strong vocabulary so that
students can read and understand challenging material.
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What your child will be
learning in grade five
English language arts
and literacy

In grade five, students will continue to build important reading, writing,
speaking, and listening skills. They will read more challenging literature,
articles, and other sources of information and continue to grow their
vocabulary. Students will also be expected to understand and clearly
summarize what they have learned from readings and classroom
discussions, referring to specific evidence and details from the text.
Students will write regularly and continue to develop their ability to
gather, organize, interpret, and present information. Activities in these
areas will include:

« Determining the theme of a story, play, or poem, including how
characters respond to challenges

» Comparing and contrasting stories that deal with similar themes or
topics

« Explaining how authors use reasons and evidence to support their
points or ideas

« Drawing on information from multiple books, articles, or online
sources to locate an answer or to solve a problem quickly

e Learning the rules of spoken and written English

« Learning and using new words, including words related to specific
subjects (such as science words)

.--» Understanding figurative language

. Participating in class discussions by listening, asking questions, sharing

ideas, and building on the ideas of others

- * Giving a class presentation on a topic or telling a story, introducing

relevant facts and details in a clear, logical order

« Writing research or opinion papers over extended periods of time

@ For example, “She was as quiet as a mouse.”

)

Partnering
with your
child’s teacher

Don't be afraid to reach out to your child’s teacher—you are an important
part of your child’s education. Ask to see a sample of your child’s work or
bring a sample with you. Ask the teacher questions like:

e Is my child at the level where he/she should be at this point of the
school year?

» What do you think is giving my child the most trouble? How can | help
my child improve in this area?

» Where is my child excelling? How can | support this success?
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In grade five, students will read a wide range of literature, including stories, plays,
and poems. Additionally, they will read to learn information about history, the world,
science, and other areas. Here are just a few examples of how your child will develop
important reading skills across grade levels.

READING LITERATURE

Grade Four Reading

« Students determine the theme
of a story, play, or poem
from details in the text and
summarize the text.

e Students compare and contrast
the point of view from
which different stories are
told, including the difference
between first- and third-person
accounts.

Grade Five Reading

« Students determine the theme
of a story, play, or poem from
details in the text, including how
characters respond to challenges
or how the speaker in a poem
reflects upon a topic, and
students summarize the text.

» Students describe how a
narrator’s or speaker’s point of

view influences how events are
described.

Grade Six Reading

« Students determine the theme
or central idea of a text and how
it is conveyed through particular
details and provide a summary
of the text without personal
opinions or judgments.

« Students explain how an author
develops the point of view of
the narrator or speaker in a text.

READING FOR INFORMATION

Grade Four Reading

« Students refer to details
and examples in a text when
explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text.

« Students interpret information
presented in charts, graphs,
or other visual sources of
information and explain how
the information contributes to
an understanding of the text.

Grade Five Reading

« Students quote accurately from
a text when explaining what the
text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text.

e Students draw on information
from multiple print or digital
sources, demonstrating the
ability to locate an answer to a
question quickly or to solve a
problem efficiently.

Grade Six Reading

« Students cite evidence from
the text to support analysis of
what the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn from
the text.

« Students integrate information
presented in different media
or formats (such as visually or
through numbers) as well as in
words to develop a coherent
understanding of a topic or issue.

As they progress through grade levels, students will be asked more questions that require them
to cite details or information from increasingly challenging texts. This will encourage them to
become observant and analytical readers.
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across grade levels.

Writing tasks in grade five may include stories, essays, reports, and persuasive papers.
Here are just a few examples of how your child will develop important writing skills

Grade Four Writing

* Students introduce a topic clearly
and develop the topic with facts,
definitions, concrete details,
quotations, or other information.

e Students provide a concluding
statement or section related to
the information or explanation
presented.

e Students group related
information in paragraphs and
sections and use formatting (such
as headings), illustrations, and
multimedia when useful.

« Students link ideas within
categories of information
using words and phrases (such
as another, for example, also,
and because).

« Students use precise language and
subject-specific vocabulary.

Grade Five Writing

« Students introduce a topic clearly,
providing a general observation
and focus, and develop the topic
with facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other
information.

« Students provide a concluding
statement or section related to
the information or explanation
presented.

e Students group related
information logically and use
formatting (such as headings),
illustrations, and multimedia when
useful.

« Students link ideas within and
across categories of information
using words, phrases, and clauses
(such as in contrast or especially).

« Students use precise language and
subject-specific vocabulary.

Grade Six Writing

» Students introduce a topic and
develop the topic with relevant
facts, definitions, concrete details,
quotations, or other information.

« Students provide a concluding
statement or section that
follows from the information or
explanation presented.

« Students organize ideas, concepts,
and information using strategies
such as definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, and cause/
effect.

« Students include formatting (such
as headings), graphics (such as
charts or tables), and multimedia
when useful.

» Students use appropriate transitions
to clarify the relationships among
ideas and concepts.

« Students use precise language and
subject-specific vocabulary.

e Students establish and maintain a
formal writing style.

Some writing guidelines may seem similar from year to year. However, with practice at
each grade level, students continue to learn and apply the rules of standard written English
and to strengthen and expand their vocabulary, use of language, and organization of ideas.
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Helping your child
learn outside of school

’

Additional Resources

1. Provide time and space for your child to read independently. This

2.

time should be free from distractions such as television.

Ask your child what he or she learned from reading. Have him or her
read the most interesting or useful sections aloud, and discuss how
that knowledge can be used in real life.

. Assist your child in using references such as the Internet or a

dictionary to look up unfamiliar words.

. Keep track of the time that your child spends reading every day.

Note what kind of reading materials he or she likes (books, magazines,
newspaper articles, the Internet, etc.). Then look for additional
materials that would encourage your child to read more.

. Be sure your child has a library card. Children should select books

they are interested in to develop a passion for reading. Many libraries
have book clubs and family activities that make reading fun for the
entire family.

. Use technology to help build your child’s interest in reading. There

are several websites where students can read books or articles
online. The computer will help with words the student cannot
read independently. Libraries also have computers students can
use to access those sites. Feel free to ask a librarian or teacher for
suggestions.

For more information on the Common Core State Standards for English
language arts and literacy, go to http://www.corestandards.org/about-
the-standards/key-points-in-english-language-arts or http://www.

commoncoreworks.org.
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Las escuelas de los
Estados Unidos
de América estan
trabajando para
brindar una
ensenanza de
mayor calidad
nunca antes vista.

La manera en que ensefidbamos a los estudiantes en el pasado simplemente
no los prepara para las exigencias mayores del colegio universitario y las
profesiones de hoy dia y del futuro. Su escuela al igual que las escuelas de
todo el pais esta trabajando para mejorar la ensefianza y el aprendizaje para
asegurar que todos los nifios se gradien de la escuela preparatoria (High
School) con las habilidades que necesitan para tener éxito.

Para las artes del lenguaje en inglés y la alfabetizacién, esto implica tres
grandes cambios. Los estudiantes continuaran leyendo y escribiendo. Pero
ademas de los cuentos y literatura, ellos leerdan mas textos que proporcionen
hechos y datos, y otros conocimientos en areas académicas incluyendo
ciencias y ciencias sociales. Los estudiantes leeran textos mas desafiantes,

y se les haran mas preguntas que requieran referirse a lo que han leido para
responder. También habra un mayor énfasis en el desarrollo de un vocabulario
sélido para que los estudiantes puedan leer y entender material desafiante.

APOYANDO A SU HIJO EN QUINTO GRADO EN LAS ARTES DEL LENGUAJE EN INGLES



Lo que su hijo
aprenderad durante
quinto grado en artes
del lenguaje en inglés
y alfabetizacion

A ity wilh g
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En quinto grado, el estudiante continuara desarrollando habilidades
importantes en la lectura, y para hablar y escuchar. Leera literatura, articulos,

y otras fuentes de informacién mas desafiantes y continuaran aumentando su
vocabulario. El estudiante comprenderd y podra resumir claramente lo que ha
aprendido de las lecturas y discusiones en clase, haciendo referencia a detalles
y evidencias especificas del texto. El estudiante escribira con regularidad y
continuara desarrollando su capacidad de recopilar, organizar, interpretar, y
presentar informacion. Las actividades en esas areas incluiran:

« Determinar el tema de un cuento, obra, o poesia, incluyendo como los
personajes responden a retos

« Comparar y contrastar cuentos que traten con temas similares

« Explicar como un autor utiliza razones o motivos y evidencias para apoyar
sus puntos o ideas

* Responder con rapidez o resolver un problema con eficacia haciendo uso de
informacion proveniente de multiples fuentes impresas o digitales

« Aprender las reglas del inglés hablado y escrito

« Aprender y utilizar palabras nuevas, incluyendo palabras relacionadas con
materias especificas (como vocabulario usado en las ciencias)

--e Entender el lenguaje figurativo

» Participar en discusiones de clase escuchando, haciendo preguntas,
desarrollando y compartiendo ideas, y afadiendo a lo que dicen otros

» Hacer una presentacion en clase sobre un tema o contar una historia
utilizando datos y detalles relevantes y hablando claramente

» Escribir trabajos de investigacién o articulos de opinidén como proyectos de
largo plazo

Por ejemplo: “Era tan silenciosa como un raton.”

)

Colaboracion
con el maestro
de su hijo

No dude en hablar con el maestro de su hijo porque usted es una pieza
importante en la educacion del nifio. Pida ver una muestra del trabajo de su hijo o
traiga una muestra consigo. Haga al maestro preguntas de este estilo:

« {Se encuentra mi hijo al nivel que deberia estar en este momento del curso
escolar?

« {Qué piensa usted que se le dificulta mas a mi hijo? ¢{Cémo puedo ayudar a
mi hijo a que mejore en esto?

« {En qué sobresale mi hijo? {Cémo puedo respaldar su éxito?

APOYANDO A SU HIJO EN QUINTO GRADO LAS ARTES DEL LENGUAJE EN INGLES
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En quinto grado, su hijo leera una amplia variedad de literatura, incluyendo relatos,
obras, poesias, y prosa. Ademas, leera para adquirir informacion sobre historia, el mundo,
las ciencias, y otras areas. A continuacion se encuentran algunos ejemplos de como su hijo
desarrollara habilidades de lectura importantes a través de los grados escolares.

READING LITERATURE

Lectura en Cuarto Grado

« El estudiante determinara el tema
de un cuento, obra o poesia a
partir de detalles en el texto y el
estudiante podra resumir el texto.

« El estudiante hara comparacién y
contraste de los diferentes puntos
de vista que se usan para relatar un
cuento, notando la diferencia entre
los relatos en primera persona y
aquellos en tercera persona.

Lectura en Quinto Grado

« El estudiante determinara el tema
del cuento, obra, o poesia a partir
de detalles en el texto, incluyendo
como los personajes responden a
desafios, o como el orador en una
poesia reflexiona sobre un tema.

« El estudiante podra resumir el texto.

« El estudiante describira como el
punto de vista de un narrador
determina como se describen los
eventos.

Lectura en Sexto Grado

« El estudiante determinara el tema
o idea central de un texto y como
se desarrolla con particular uso de
detalles.

« El estudiante podra resumir el texto
sin incluir su opinién personal.

« El estudiante explicard como el au-
tor desarrolla el punto de vista del
narrador en el texto.

READING FOR INFORMATION

Lectura en Cuarto Grado

* El estudiante usara detalles
y ejemplos del texto para
explicar lo que dice el texto
explicitamente y hacer inferencias
sobre el texto.

« El estudiante interpretara la
representacion grafica y visual
de informacioén y explicard como
esta representacion contribuye al
entendimiento del texto.

Lectura en Quinto Grado

« El estudiante sabra citar con
precisidon de un texto para explicar
lo que explicitamente dice el texto

y al hacer inferencias sobre el texto.

« El estudiante obtendra informacion
de multiples fuentes impresas o
digitales, demostrando la capacidad
de responder con rapidez o de
resolver un problema con eficacia.

Lectura en Sexto Grado

« El estudiante sabra citar la
evidencia del texto como base
de su analisis del mismo. Y usara
citas para respaldar las inferencias y
conclusiones hechas sobre el texto.

« El estudiante integrara
informacion proveniente de varias
representaciones o formatos para
desarrollar su entendimiento de
un tema. El estudiante integrara la
representacion grafica o numérica
a la palabra escrita sobre un tema.

Conforme progrese a través de los grados escolares, el estudiante debera responder a
preguntas que requieran citar detalles o informacion obtenida de textos cada vez mas
desafiantes. Esto lo motivara a ser un lector mas observador y analitico.
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Los trabajos de escritura en quinto grado podrian incluir cuentos, ensayos, informes,
y articulos de opinién. A continuacion se encuentran algunos ejemplos de como su hijo
formara habilidades de escritura importantes a través de los grados escolares.

Escritura en Cuarto Grado

» El estudiante presentara claramente
un tema y lo desarrollara con datos
y hechos, definiciones, detalles
concretos, citas bibliograficas, u otra
informacion.

« El estudiante formulara una
conclusién relacionada a la

« El estudiante agrupara informacion
relacionada en parrafos o secciones
y hara uso de formatos (por ejemplo,
usando encabezados), ilustraciones,
y representacion multimedia cuando
sea de utilidad.

« El estudiante conectara ideas
dentro de las mismas categorias de
informacion utilizando palabras y
frases como another, for example,
also, y because.

« El estudiante sera preciso en su uso
del lenguaje y usara vocabulario
perteneciente al tema.

informacion o explicacion presentada.

Escritura en Quinto Grado

« El estudiante presentara claramente
un tema, haciendo una observacion
general y desarrollando un enfoque
particular. Dessarollara el tema
usando datos y hechos, definiciones,
detalles concretos, citas bibliograficas,
u otra informacién

o El estudiante formulard una
conclusién relacionada a la
informacién o explicacion presentada.

« El estudiante agrupara informacion
relacionada en parrafos o seccidnes
y haré uso de formatos (por ejemplo,
usando encabezados), ilustraciones,
y representacion multimedia cuando
sea de utilidad.

» El estudiante conectara ideas dentro
y entre categorias de informacién
utilizando palabras y frases como in
contrast o especially.

» El estudiante sera preciso en su uso
del lenguaje y usara vocabulario
perteneciente al tema.

Escritura en Sexto Grado

» El estudiante presentard un tema, y lo
desarrollara usando datos y hechos,
definiciones, detalles concretos, citas
bibliograficas, u otra informacién que
sean relevantes.

¢ El estudiante formulara una
conclusion relacionada a la
informacion o explicacion presentada.

» El estudiante organizara sus ideas,
conceptos e informacién haciendo
uso de definiciones, clasificaciones,
comparacién y contraste, y causa y
efecto.

« El estudiante usara formatos (por
ejemplo, usando encabezados),
ilustraciones, y representacién
multimedia cuando sean de utilidad.

« El estudiante utilizara conectores
gramaticales apropiados para
establacer la relacion entre ideas y
conceptos.

« El estudiante utilizara lenguaje preciso
y vocabulario especifico sobre el tema.

« El estudiante aprendera y mantendra
un estilo formal de escritura.

Algunas reglas de escritura podrian parecer similares ano tras ano, sin embargo con la
practica a través de los grados, el estudiante continuara aprendiendo y aplicando las
reglas del inglés escrito estandar. Asimismo, continuara fortaleciendo y aumentando su

vocabulario, su uso del lenguaje y su organizacion de ideas.
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Ayudando a su hijo
a aprender fuera
de la escuela

Recursos Adicionales

1. Disponga de tiempo y lugar para que su hijo lea independientemente. Este
tiempo para la lectura deberd estar libre de distracciones como la television.

2. Preguntele a su hijo qué ha aprendido del material leido y como puede
utilizar ese conocimiento en la vida real. Pidale que lea en voz alta las
secciones que encuentra mas interesantes o Utiles de lo que este leyendo.

3. Ayude a su hijo a utilizar recursos como el internet y el diccionario para
buscar palabras que desconoce.

4. Haga un seguimiento del tiempo que lee su hijo cada dia. Tome nota de los

materiales de lectura que su hijo lee (libros, revistas, articulos de periddicos,
el internet, etc.) Busque materiales adicionales para continuar motivandolo
a leer.

5. Aseglrese de que su hijo tenga una tarjeta de la biblioteca. Los nifios
deben elegir libros que les interesen para desarrollar un gusto por la lectura.
Muchas bibliotecas tienen circulos de lectores y actividades familiares para
fomentar la lectura de manera divertida para toda la familia.

6. Utilice la tecnologia para fomentar en su hijo el interés por la lectura. Hay
muchas paginas web en donde los estudiantes pueden leer libros o articulos
en linea. Las bibliotecas tienen computadoras que el estudiante pueden
utilizar para acceder a estos sitios web, incluyendo algunos sitios web que
pueden ayudar al estudiante que tenga dificultad para leer algunas palabras
independientemente. No dude en pedirle sugerencias al maestro o a la
bibliotecaria.

Para mas informacién sobre los estandares académicos fundamentales
en las artes del lenguaje en inglés y la alfabetizacion, visite http://www.
corestandards.org/about-the-standards/key-points-in-english-language-arts

o http://www.commoncoreworks.org.
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Houghton Mifflin Reading 2005 Grade 5

Theme 1, Week 1

Title: Earthquake Terror

Common Core ELA Standards: RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.3, RL.5.4, RL.5.7; RF.5.3, RF.5.4; W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9; SL.5.1,
SL.5.Z; L.5.1,L.5.2,L.5.4,L.5.5

Social and Emotional Learning Standards: SEL 2C

Teacher Instructions

Before Teaching
1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and Synopsis. Please do not read this to the students, This is a description for
teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big [deas and Kev Understandings

In dangerous situations, thinking about what you know can help you.

SEL 2C. Students use effective decision-making skills.

Synopsis

“Earthquake Terror” is the story of how 12-year-old Jonathan protects his younger sister, Abby, during an earthquake.
Jonathan, Abby, and their dog, Moose, are left on a deserted island while their father takes their mother to the hospital.
In seeking protection for himself and Abby, Jonathan recalls what he learned from annual earthquake drills at school.

2. Read entire main selection text.
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3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching

Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.

2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the

amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)

3. Students and teacher re-read the text, stopping to discuss and respond to text dependent questions. A variety of methods

can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.: whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written

response, group work, etc.)

Text-Dependent Questions

TextUnder | Text-Dependent Question Answer
Consideration
Pg. 30 How does Jonathan know that Moose senses e Ranaround the trail, sniffing the ground; barks;
something is wrong? What explains pacing; tail up
Moose's behavior? o Jonathan knows that Moose thinks something is
wrong—but thinks it's because his parents are
gone
Pg. 30 “Here he was isolated.” Why did the author e [solated implies it would be very difficult to make

use isolated instead of alone or by himself?
What further evidence reflects Jonathan's

contact with others. In the previous paragraph
he says, "He didn’t like being totally out of
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mood?

communication...” There is more evidence in the
same paragraph when Jonathan considers the life
of a forest ranger.

Jonathan is jumpy; he’s out of communication; is
trying to relax; he's worried about his mother

Pg. 31

“Time had a way of evaporating instantly..."
What does this mean? How does it
compare with how Joenathan is feeling in
the story?

Time would pass quickly when he was doing
something interesting or that he enjoyed doing,
such as reading a good book or cataloging
baseball cards.

Jonathan thinks time is dragging because he is
worried about his mother, he was feeling
isolated, and he was concerned about his sister.

Pg. 32

On page 32, which sentences describe the
silence being shattered? What was
Jonathan’s reaction?

Moose barked. Jonathan jumped; Moose's eyes
looked frantic, and he was shaking; Jonathan
tried to pat/comfort him

Jonathan heard deep rumbling; listened very
hard to figure it out

Pgs. 32
and 33

What did Jonathan initially attribute to the
sound of deep rumbling? What evidence in
the text supported each hypothesis? How
did he decide each was incorrect?

Thunder? Too sharp—sounded like several rifles
bring fired at the same time

Hunters? Asked them not to shoot; but felt jolt
that caused him to lurch

Bomb? Realized no one would bomb deserted
campground

Earthquake — “He felt as if he were on a
surfboard, catching a giant wave... except he was
standing on dry land.”

P33

“As he yelled, Jonathan felt a jolt.” What
clues help you understand what jolt
means?

Stumbled forward

As shown in the illustration and the text,
Jonathan thrusts an arm out to brace himself
against a tree.
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Pg. 35 What flashback does Jonathan have? Was First grade when they practiced earthquake

the preparation he had, as described in the drills, he knew what to do—he was to crawl

flashback, beneficial or not? under a desk or table to avoid injury. On Magpie

SEL 2C. Students use effective decision- [sland, he remembered these drills and sought a

making skills. place to protect Abby and himself.

e Accurate statements about decision-making Answers may vary, but yes, it was beneficial,
strategies that aid in making responsible social since he found an angle under a felled tree for the
and academic choices . two of them to hide

Pgs. 33 At the bottom of pages 33 and 35, choose Surfboard simile - to show movement of land

and 35 one of the similes and explain what it Rollercoaster - to show movement of land
means.

Pg. 36 What noises are heard during the Rumbling of earth; Abby screaming; Moose
earthquake? What was Jonathan'’s reaction barking

during the chaos? Jonathan keeps thinking about the flashback—

remembering what he was taught during
earthquake drills
Pg. 40 "The silence seemed both comforting and The silence has almost come full circle

ominous." What does this mean? What do
you think ominous means? What does
Moose do?

Comlforting because the earthquake was over, yet
ominous because he couldn't hear the magpies
cawing or squirrels complaining; had they died?
This led him to wonder if his parents had felt the
quake.

Moose comforted Jonathan by licking his hand,
when he finally emerged
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Vocabulary
KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO WORDS WORTH KNOWING
UNDERSTANDING General teaching suggestions are provided
Words addressed with a question or task in the Introduction

Page 35 - Fault

Page 36 - Heaved
Page 38 - Debris
Page 38 - Undulating

TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION
not enough contextual clues provided in
the text

Page 30 - Isolated
Page 33 - Jolt
Page 40 - Ominous

STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE
MEANING
sufficient context clues are provided
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Culminating Task

Re-read, Think, Discuss, Write
Find the times in the story that Jonathan reacts to danger or uncertainty by thinking about what he knows. Describe each
situation and explain how it helps or does nat help.

° Page 30 - He is uncertain about why Moose is acting strange. He thinks it has to do with Moose sensing his worry about
his mother. In this case, it is not helpful because Moose was likely sensing the earthquake. It did not, however, do any
harm.

e Page 30 - He felt jumpy in the woods and thought moving to the camper would “calm” him.

e Page32-He". heardadeep rumbling sound...” and thought about what it could be and evaluated his thoughts as he
went along: thunder (skies clear), hunters (cried “don’t shoot), a bomb (who would bomb a deserted campground)

° Page 35 - He thought about earthquake drills in school and how they might help him to prepare for earthquakes in a
different setting or place.

° Page 38 - Abby screamed, and he comforted her by telling her it “was only an earthquake.” He knew it was dangerous,
but he didn’t want her to worry.

o Page 44 - He told Abby, “...we could have been killed” and realized this would make her nervous, so he quickly said, "but
we weren't.”

Additional Task (Optional)
Looking at the illustrations throughout the text, explain how each one shows what is happening in the text at that point in
the story.
° Page 29 - Jonathan and Abby are left isolated, on a deserted island.
e Page 31 - Moose, acting strangely, led the way as Jonathan helped his younger sister (who had partially
paralyzed legs) back to the campground.
Page 33 - Jonathan realized it was an earthquake.
Page 35 - With the ground rolling, Jonathan tried to catch Abby as she screamed and fell.
Page 37 - Trees crashing and debris flying, Jonathan tries to get to Abby.
Page 38 - Jonathan finds a space for them to hide under the trunks of two fallen redwoods.
Page 41 - They call to Moose who, trembling with fear, joins them in their shelter.
Page 42 - With the earthquake over, Jonathan helps Abby from under the tree.
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e Page 44 - With Moose at his side, Jonathan looks at Abby's knee, thankful that the scratch was their only injury.
Using evidence from throughout the text, describe the relationship of Moose and Jonathan.

° Jonathan had gotten Moose from an animal shelter nearly six years ago. The two of them took long walks, played
games, and swam together.

°  When Abby had her accident and her parents focused their attention on her, Jonathan and Moose became even
closer.

° Before the earthquake, Moose sensed danger and tried to alert Jonathan and Abby by barking, running towards
the trail, and acting strangely (30). Jonathan “looked around in all directions... listened hard, wondering if
Moose had heard something that Jonathan couldn't hear” (32). Moose stuck with Abby and Jonathan through
the earthquake: "Moose stood beside her, his head low” (35). Moose came to their shelter when Jonathan
called: He "huddled beside Jonathan, pawing at Jonathan's shoulder” (40). As the earthquake ended, “Moose,
still trembling, licked his hand” (41).

Find the times in the story that Jonathan reacts to danger or uncertainty by thinking about what he knows. Describe each
situation and explain how it helps or does not help.

e Page 30 - He is uncertain about why Moose is acting strange. He thinks it has to do with Moose sensing his
worry about his mother. In this case, it is not helpful because Moose was likely sensing the earthquake. It did
not, however, do any harm.

e Page 30 - He [elt jumpy in the woods and thought moving to the camper would “calm” him.

o Page32-He".. heard a deep rumbling sound...” and thought about what it could be and evaluated his thoughts
as he went along: thunder (skies clear), hunters (cried “don’t shoot), a homb (who would bomb a deserted
campground)

¢ Page 35 - He thought about earthquake drills in school and how they might help him to prepare for earthquakes
in a different setting or place.

e Page 38 - Abby screamed, and he comforted her by telling her it “was only an earthquake.” He knew it was
dangerous, but he didn’t want her to worry.

° Page 44 - He told Abby, “...We could have been killed” and realized this would make her nervous, so he quickly
said, “"but we weren’t.”

-]

SEL 2C, Students use effective decision-making skills.
® Accurate statements about decision-making strategies that aid in making responsible social and academic choices.
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Social and Emotional Learning Standards: SEL 2C

Teacher Instructions

Before Teaching
1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and Synopsis. Please do not read this to the students, This is a description for
teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.

Big [deas and Kev Understandings

In dangerous situations, thinking about what you know can help you.

SEL 2C. Students use effective decision-making skills.

Synopsis

“Earthquake Terror” is the story of how 12-year-old Jonathan protects his younger sister, Abby, during an earthquake.
Jonathan, Abby, and their dog, Moose, are left on a deserted island while their father takes their mother to the hospital.
In seeking protection for himself and Abby, Jonathan recalls what he learned from annual earthquake drills at school.

2. Read entire main selection text.



Houghton Mifflin

Reading 2005 Grade 5

3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching

Vocabulary.

During Teaching

1. Students read the entire main selection text independently.

2. Teacher reads the main selection text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the

amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)

3. Students and teacher re-read the text, stopping to discuss and respond to text dependent questions. A variety of methods

can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.: whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written

response, group work, etc.)

Text-Dependent Questions

TextUnder | Text-Dependent Question Answer
Consideration
Pg. 30 How does Jonathan know that Moose senses e Ranaround the trail, sniffing the ground; barks;
something is wrong? What explains pacing; tail up
Moose's behavior? o Jonathan knows that Moose thinks something is
wrong—but thinks it's because his parents are
gone
Pg. 30 “Here he was isolated.” Why did the author e [solated implies it would be very difficult to make

use isolated instead of alone or by himself?
What further evidence reflects Jonathan's

contact with others. In the previous paragraph
he says, "He didn’t like being totally out of
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mood?

communication...” There is more evidence in the
same paragraph when Jonathan considers the life
of a forest ranger.

Jonathan is jumpy; he’s out of communication; is
trying to relax; he's worried about his mother

Pg. 31

“Time had a way of evaporating instantly..."
What does this mean? How does it
compare with how Joenathan is feeling in
the story?

Time would pass quickly when he was doing
something interesting or that he enjoyed doing,
such as reading a good book or cataloging
baseball cards.

Jonathan thinks time is dragging because he is
worried about his mother, he was feeling
isolated, and he was concerned about his sister.

Pg. 32

On page 32, which sentences describe the
silence being shattered? What was
Jonathan’s reaction?

Moose barked. Jonathan jumped; Moose's eyes
looked frantic, and he was shaking; Jonathan
tried to pat/comfort him

Jonathan heard deep rumbling; listened very
hard to figure it out

Pgs. 32
and 33

What did Jonathan initially attribute to the
sound of deep rumbling? What evidence in
the text supported each hypothesis? How
did he decide each was incorrect?

Thunder? Too sharp—sounded like several rifles
bring fired at the same time

Hunters? Asked them not to shoot; but felt jolt
that caused him to lurch

Bomb? Realized no one would bomb deserted
campground

Earthquake — “He felt as if he were on a
surfboard, catching a giant wave... except he was
standing on dry land.”

P33

“As he yelled, Jonathan felt a jolt.” What
clues help you understand what jolt
means?

Stumbled forward

As shown in the illustration and the text,
Jonathan thrusts an arm out to brace himself
against a tree.
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Pg. 35 What flashback does Jonathan have? Was First grade when they practiced earthquake

the preparation he had, as described in the drills, he knew what to do—he was to crawl

flashback, beneficial or not? under a desk or table to avoid injury. On Magpie

SEL 2C. Students use effective decision- [sland, he remembered these drills and sought a

making skills. place to protect Abby and himself.

e Accurate statements about decision-making Answers may vary, but yes, it was beneficial,
strategies that aid in making responsible social since he found an angle under a felled tree for the
and academic choices . two of them to hide

Pgs. 33 At the bottom of pages 33 and 35, choose Surfboard simile - to show movement of land

and 35 one of the similes and explain what it Rollercoaster - to show movement of land
means.

Pg. 36 What noises are heard during the Rumbling of earth; Abby screaming; Moose
earthquake? What was Jonathan'’s reaction barking

during the chaos? Jonathan keeps thinking about the flashback—

remembering what he was taught during
earthquake drills
Pg. 40 "The silence seemed both comforting and The silence has almost come full circle

ominous." What does this mean? What do
you think ominous means? What does
Moose do?

Comlforting because the earthquake was over, yet
ominous because he couldn't hear the magpies
cawing or squirrels complaining; had they died?
This led him to wonder if his parents had felt the
quake.

Moose comforted Jonathan by licking his hand,
when he finally emerged
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Vocabulary
KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO WORDS WORTH KNOWING
UNDERSTANDING General teaching suggestions are provided
Words addressed with a question or task in the Introduction

Page 35 - Fault

Page 36 - Heaved
Page 38 - Debris
Page 38 - Undulating

TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION
not enough contextual clues provided in
the text

Page 30 - Isolated
Page 33 - Jolt
Page 40 - Ominous

STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE
MEANING
sufficient context clues are provided
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Culminating Task

Re-read, Think, Discuss, Write
Find the times in the story that Jonathan reacts to danger or uncertainty by thinking about what he knows. Describe each
situation and explain how it helps or does nat help.

° Page 30 - He is uncertain about why Moose is acting strange. He thinks it has to do with Moose sensing his worry about
his mother. In this case, it is not helpful because Moose was likely sensing the earthquake. It did not, however, do any
harm.

e Page 30 - He felt jumpy in the woods and thought moving to the camper would “calm” him.

e Page32-He". heardadeep rumbling sound...” and thought about what it could be and evaluated his thoughts as he
went along: thunder (skies clear), hunters (cried “don’t shoot), a bomb (who would bomb a deserted campground)

° Page 35 - He thought about earthquake drills in school and how they might help him to prepare for earthquakes in a
different setting or place.

° Page 38 - Abby screamed, and he comforted her by telling her it “was only an earthquake.” He knew it was dangerous,
but he didn’t want her to worry.

o Page 44 - He told Abby, “...we could have been killed” and realized this would make her nervous, so he quickly said, "but
we weren't.”

Additional Task (Optional)
Looking at the illustrations throughout the text, explain how each one shows what is happening in the text at that point in
the story.
° Page 29 - Jonathan and Abby are left isolated, on a deserted island.
e Page 31 - Moose, acting strangely, led the way as Jonathan helped his younger sister (who had partially
paralyzed legs) back to the campground.
Page 33 - Jonathan realized it was an earthquake.
Page 35 - With the ground rolling, Jonathan tried to catch Abby as she screamed and fell.
Page 37 - Trees crashing and debris flying, Jonathan tries to get to Abby.
Page 38 - Jonathan finds a space for them to hide under the trunks of two fallen redwoods.
Page 41 - They call to Moose who, trembling with fear, joins them in their shelter.
Page 42 - With the earthquake over, Jonathan helps Abby from under the tree.
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e Page 44 - With Moose at his side, Jonathan looks at Abby's knee, thankful that the scratch was their only injury.
Using evidence from throughout the text, describe the relationship of Moose and Jonathan.

° Jonathan had gotten Moose from an animal shelter nearly six years ago. The two of them took long walks, played
games, and swam together.

°  When Abby had her accident and her parents focused their attention on her, Jonathan and Moose became even
closer.

° Before the earthquake, Moose sensed danger and tried to alert Jonathan and Abby by barking, running towards
the trail, and acting strangely (30). Jonathan “looked around in all directions... listened hard, wondering if
Moose had heard something that Jonathan couldn't hear” (32). Moose stuck with Abby and Jonathan through
the earthquake: "Moose stood beside her, his head low” (35). Moose came to their shelter when Jonathan
called: He "huddled beside Jonathan, pawing at Jonathan's shoulder” (40). As the earthquake ended, “Moose,
still trembling, licked his hand” (41).

Find the times in the story that Jonathan reacts to danger or uncertainty by thinking about what he knows. Describe each
situation and explain how it helps or does not help.

e Page 30 - He is uncertain about why Moose is acting strange. He thinks it has to do with Moose sensing his
worry about his mother. In this case, it is not helpful because Moose was likely sensing the earthquake. It did
not, however, do any harm.

e Page 30 - He [elt jumpy in the woods and thought moving to the camper would “calm” him.

o Page32-He".. heard a deep rumbling sound...” and thought about what it could be and evaluated his thoughts
as he went along: thunder (skies clear), hunters (cried “don’t shoot), a homb (who would bomb a deserted
campground)

¢ Page 35 - He thought about earthquake drills in school and how they might help him to prepare for earthquakes
in a different setting or place.

e Page 38 - Abby screamed, and he comforted her by telling her it “was only an earthquake.” He knew it was
dangerous, but he didn’t want her to worry.

° Page 44 - He told Abby, “...We could have been killed” and realized this would make her nervous, so he quickly
said, “"but we weren’t.”

-]

SEL 2C, Students use effective decision-making skills.
® Accurate statements about decision-making strategies that aid in making responsible social and academic choices.
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