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CCSS Major Shifts 
 Language arts – close reading of  complex literary 

and informational texts; evidence-based writing; 
focus on vocabulary

 Math – fewer topics with more depth; balance of  
concept and computation; standards of  mathematical 
practice

 Curriculum based on the standards, not textbooks



ELA: Basal Alignment Project
 Collaborative curriculum writing effort with multiple 

districts across the country

 Uses existing resources differently to meet higher 
standards, rather than replacing outright

 Assists teachers in teaching complex texts, 
evidence-based thinking & writing and key   
vocabulary



Math: Units of  Study
 65 K-12 ASD educators

 1.5 years of  research and collaboration

 Based on the CCSS, the AK State Standards, and the 
mathematics progression documents 

 Address the essential understandings for each grade 
level
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Academic Plans



Social Studies 
Second Grade Reader



5th Grade State Assessment 
Sample Practice Item 



4th Grade CCSS Assessment 
Sample Practice Item



Future Considerations

 State assessment

 Technology

 Professional development



Class of  2026



References
 Common Core State Standards Initiative
 www.corestandards.org

 Council of  Great City Schools
 www.cgcs.org

 Basal Alignment Project
 www.achievethecore.org/page/751/bap-project-page

 The Charles A. Dana Center
 www.utdanacenter.org/

 Anchorage School District’s Academic Plans
 www.asdk12.org/academicplans



Appendices (attachments)

 Parent Roadmap (5th Grade English Language 
Arts—English and Spanish versions)

 Anchorage School District’s 5th Grade 
Academic Plan for English Language Arts

 5th Grade Language Arts—Week 1 (Basal 
Alignment Project Lesson)

 CCSS Math Fluency Expectations
 Standards of  Mathematical Practice


