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School Choice Benefits Everyone
AGENDA
I. Call Meeting to Order

II. Recognition of any Dignitaries- Gov. and Lt. Gov. invited

III. Purpose of Meeting – Informational Presentation on School Choice by nationally recognized subject matter experts. The Alaska Legislature has under consideration a Resolution to amend our State Constitution to allow state funds to be used for the direct educational benefit of students, and permit these funds to be used by families at the school of their choice, be it public or private.

IV. Introduction of Committee Members - Senate/House Ed. & Jud.
House Ed. –Rep. Lynn Gattis, Chair; Rep. Lora Reinbold, Vice-Chair
Reps. Gabrielle LeDoux, Dan Saddler, Paul Seaton, Peggy Wilson, & Harriet Drummond
Senate Ed. – Sen. Gary Stevens, Chair; Sen. Mike Dunleavy, Vice-Chair; and Senators Bert Stedman; Charlie Huggins, & Berta Gardner
House Jud. – Rep. Wes Keller, Chair; Rep. Bob Lynn, Vice-Chair; 
Reps. Neal Foster, Gabrielle LeDoux, Charisse Millett, Lance Pruitt, & Max Gruenberg
Senate Jud. – Sen. John Coghill, Chair; Sen. Lesil McGuire, Vice-Chair; and Senators Fred Dyson, Donny Olson, & Bill Wielechowski

V. Introduction of Special Guest – Kevin Chavous, national school reform leader. Notably, his advocacy demonstrates that school choice is a bipartisan issue of national concern.  He serves as senior advisor to the American Federation for Children; board chair of Democrats for Education Reform, former chair of the Black Alliance for Educational Options, and past council chairman of Washington D.C.’s Education Committee.  Mr. Chavous was integral in shaping Washington D.C.’s education partnership with the federal government which led to the first federal scholarship program granting 2,000 low income children the opportunity to attend private schools. In recent years, Mr. Chavous has continued to support charter schools and parental choice programs across the country.  He just spearheaded a team working with Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal to help pass a scholarship bill giving low-income children the chance to attend private schools in New Orleans, a program that was just expanded statewide.  In 2008, Mr. Chavous served on the education policy committee of the Obama for President Campaign.

VI. Introduction of Guest Speakers – Telephonic
a) Richard “Dick” Komer - serves as a senior attorney at the Institute for Justice.  He litigates school choice cases in both federal and state courts.  Several of his current cases involve the constitutionality of allowing school choice programs to include religious schools among the private schools that can participate. He is IJ’s resident expert on state Blaine Amendments. 
Prior to his work at the Institute, Mr. Komer worked as a career civil rights lawyer for the federal government, working at the Departments of Education and Justice, as well as at the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, first as a special assistant to the Chairman, Clarence Thomas, and then as Director of the Office of Legal Counsel.  He ended his government employment as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights at the Department of Education.

b) Dr. Benjamin Scafidi – Ben Scafidi is Associate Professor of Economics and Director of the Economics of Education Policy Center at Georgia College & State University. He is also the director of education policy at the Georgia Community Foundation, Inc. 
Dr. Scafidi's research has focused on education and urban policy. He is chair of the state of Georgia’s Charter Commission and a member of the state’s Charter Advisory Committee. Previously, Scafidi served as the Education Policy Advisor to Gov. Sonny Perdue, on the staff of both of Gov. Roy Barnes’ Education Reform Study Commissions, and as an expert witness for the state of Georgia in recent school funding litigation. Scafidi received his Ph.D. in economics from the University of Virginia and his bachelor’s degree in economics from the University of Notre Dame.

c) Dr. Patrick Wolf -   Dr. Wolf is Professor and 21st Century Endowed Chair in School Choice in the Department of Education Reform at the University of Arkansas College of Education and Health Professions. As principal investigator of the School Choice Demonstration Project he has led the impact evaluation of the DC Opportunity Scholarship Program through a contract with the U.S. Department of Education and overseen a national research team conducting an independent longitudinal multi-method evaluation of the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program. Dr. Wolf's research has been supported by 36 research contracts and grants totaling nearly $17 million. He has authored, co-authored, or co-edited three books and 89 journal articles, book chapters, and policy reports on school choice, civic values, special education, public management, and campaign finance.

VII. Order of Testimony (20 minutes each) Hold Q&A until end

a) Dick Komer, Institute of Justice – the Constitutional question of school choice

b) Mr. Kevin Chavous – will address the experience of school choice

c) Dr. Ben Scafidi – will speak to the fiscal impacts of school choice

d) Dr. Patrick Wolf – will address common myths of school choice

VIII. Question & Answer
IX. Adjourn Meeting – Thank the Alaska Policy Forum and the Friedman Foundation for the presentation, Senate Finance Co-Chairs for the use of the committee room, the committee members, and special guests.

