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February 29, 2012 

 

Alaska State Legislature 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

 

Sent via e-mail  
 

Dear Senator Lyman Hoffman, Senator Donny Olson, Representative Bryce Edgmon, 

and Representative Bob Herron: 

 

On behalf of the Association of Village Council President, a tribal consortium 

consisting of 56 federally-recognized Indian Tribes in the Lower Yukon and 

Kuskokwim Rivers, I am writing to express our support for House Bill 332: Alaska 

Chinook Salmon Research and Restoration Endowment Fund (ACSRRF). 

 

In our region, we have seen a precipitous decline in the abundance of Chinook 

salmon in both the Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers. In the Lower Yukon River state 

salmon fisheries management districts of Y-1, Y-2, and Y-3, an economically vibrant 

commercial fishery existed until 1998 when salmon populations dropped to near non-

existence. This Chinook salmon-directed fishery supported up to seven salmon 

processors and employed hundreds of local residents paying out the necessary dollars 

to provide the much needed income to pay bills and feed their families. Today, only 

one processor operates on the entire Lower Yukon River. This once-economically 

vibrant fishery is near complete extinction. 

 

Within the last several years, fishermen have not been allowed to sell incidentally- 

harvested Chinook salmon in the legitimate commercial fisheries in Y1,2 & 3. We 

have seen a decline in the commercial fishermen participation to near fifty-percent of 

historical averages. This is compounded by high gasoline and transportation costs. 

More importantly, subsistence fisheries are near non-existence. Recent publications 

by the Alaska Department of Fish & Game indicate that subsistence fishermen, in 

more recent times, have not achieved their statutory Amounts Necessary for 

Subsistence for Chinook salmon on the Yukon River. Moreover, the early symptoms 

of the Yukon River are starting to appear on the Kuskokwim River. 

 

Since the crash of 1998, the runs on the Kuskokwim River have been sporadic. In 

some years, we have seen evidence of Ichthyophonus Hoferi, a fish disease more 

common to herring populations in our Chinook salmon runs. In more recent years, 

several Chinook salmon spawning streams are failing to meet their regulatory 

established escapement goals, and we are seeing a decline in sizes.  

 

The bottom line is we do not know nor understand what is happening to our precious 

resource. Further, this phenomenon is not only limited to our region.  Chinook salmon 

populations around Alaska have undergone shifts in abundance during the past 40 

years, yet little is known about the factors influencing these shifts. Eight of the 14 

currently listed “stocks of concern” are Chinook salmon stocks, as defined by the 

Alaska Board of Fisheries in 5AAC 39.222. 
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While we know that reductions in harvest have been necessary to meet escapements 

and protect the Chinook salmon stocks, very little information is available to indicate 

the reason for these changes in run sizes. Theories on causation abound, but 

additional research is needed to determine the cause and either reverse the decline or 

plan for future run sizes. 

 

To investigate the causes of these declines, it is critical that there is a dedicated and 

consistent source of funding for Chinook salmon research. This will allow a thorough 

study of the impacts and effects of population biology and dynamics, freshwater and 

marine ecology, physical habitat and the many other factors impacting Chinook 

salmon populations. 

 

There is no fish more iconic to Alaskans than the Chinook salmon. This fish is not 

merely an icon, but a critical component of physical and cultural survival of 

Alaskans. It is vital and essential that the State of Alaska invest in understanding and 

recovering our Chinook salmon runs. 

 

We fully support the funding and creation of ACSRRF as a means to help ensure 

sustainable uses of wild salmon for future generations. 

 

Sincerely, 

Raymond Watson, Chairman 

Association of Village Council Presidents 

 

 

 

 

Myron P. Naneng Sr., President 
 

CC:  Mr. Rob Earl, Mr. Tim Grussendorf, Mr. David Scott, Mr. Mike Nizich 


	SB 205 - LTRs of Support.pdf
	SB 205 - AVCPSupport

