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Outside Spending

Campaign contributions and iobbying expenditures are not the only ways that money is used influence public policy decisions.

Thus far, outside groups (parties, super PACs, corporations, unions, other groups, etc.) have spent $585,57 3,113 during the 2012 election cycle to run ads,
make phone calis, distribute literature and engage in other activities to sway the electorate about candidates and issues.

Organizations not directly affiliated with political parties accounted for $51,794,091 of that amount, of which $45,012,210 was spent by 305 super PACs.
A January 2010 Supreme Court decision (Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission) now permits corporations and unions to make such expenditures from

their treasuries directly and through other organizations. The decision allows such activity to take place without complete or immediate disclosure of who funds
such communications, preventing voters from understanding who is truly behind many political messages.

Read more...

Select a cycle: 2012]+]

Top Groups Making Outside Expenditures in 2012 Elections, Excluding Party Committees

Organization Total |View é‘;‘;‘eﬁ;"‘t‘l"i:; lec %Z’:;" s,;"{’g' 52781 601c,
Restore Our Future $17,534,037|C $17,534,037 [$0 $0 X .
Winning Our Future $8,838,997 |C  /$8,838,907 |$0 $0 x ]
Make Us Great Again $3,959,824 |C $3,059,824 |$0 $0 X
Endorsa Liberty $3,347,176 [C $3,347,176 |$0 $0  |x
Our Destiny PAC $2,453,204 |C  |$2,453204 |$0 $0  |x
Red, White & Blue $1,854,534 |C  |$1,054534 [s0 $0  [x
Ending Spending $1,742,479 |C $0 $1,742.479(80  |x X
House Majority PAC $1,612,169 |L $1,612,168 |0 $0  Ix
Senate Conservatives Fund|$1,084,555 |C $1,084 555 |[%0 $0
American Crossroads $1,064,223 |C_ |$1,084,223 [$0 0 Ix
“B VIEWALL GROUPS

* C = Conservative, L = Liberal
1 indicates that this organization has a 527 committes registered with the IRS. The committes's 527 spending outside of electioneering communications is NOT includsd in thess totals. Read more about
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Top 2012 Races Attracting Outside Spending, Excluding Party Committees

Race Total For Dems| Against Dems| For Repubs| Against Repubs|
President $43,526,889/$32,657 [$1.461,187  [$19,987,916[$22,018,847
New York District 28 |$1,519.007 |$173,341 [$313,440  [$68,917  |$863,300
Texas Senate $1,103,173 [s0 $0 $634,413  |$468,760
Nebraska Senate $717,408  [$408,345 |$742 $310,322  |$0
Oregon District 1 $684,485 [$57,334 |s0 [$13.051  |$584,100
Nevada District 2 $296,139 |50 $188,952 18104937 [$2.250
New York District 8 {$270,442 |80 1$68,555 |$38.231  |$182,656 |
lowa District 3 |s208.884 [$0 Is0 |so | $208 664 |
Utah Senate is186,539 s [so |$51.351  [$135,188 |
Massachusetts Senate|$166,017 $10,017 [$0 |s0 | $158,000 |
“® VIEWALL RACES ]

© why don't the numbers add up?

Top 2012 Candidates Attracting Outside Expenditures, Excluding Party Committess
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Candidate Race Total |For Dems|Against Dems|For Repubs| Against Repubs| Resuits
Gingrich, Newt (R) |PRES|$19.805,570]$0 |so $3.317,794 |$16,487,776
Romney, Mitt (R) _ |PRES|$8,912,582 |$0 $0 $3.913,502 |$4,999,080
Perry, Rick (R) PRES|$3,964,824 |$0 $0 |$3,964.824 |50
Paul, Ron (R) PRES]|$3,857,000 [$0 |30 |$3.724,100 |$132,990 |
Santorum, Rick (R) |PRES[$2,511.525 |$0 Is0 |$2,112.524 |$398,001
Huntsman, Jon (R) |PRES|$2,453.454 |$0 $0 |$2.453.454 |$0
Obama, Barack (D) |PRES|$1,522,126 |$32,657 |$1,461,187 |$0 |s0
Corwin, Jane (R)  |NY26|$649.611 [$0 $0 |$68,917  13480,694
Cruz, Ted (R) TXS2|$634,413 [0 |$0 |$634,413 |0
Cornilies, Robert (R)|OR01/$607,151  |$0 |$0 |$13,051  |$584,100
“® VIEWALL CANDIDATES

GROUP FILTER: Excluding Party Committees | All Groups

Total Liberal vs. Conservative Outside Spending, Excluding Party Committees
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® [ndependent Expenditures © Commumcation Costs > Electioneering Communications
Oycle | Tow | [ocsbendert | Elocioneerng | Communicaton
2012 |$51,794,091 $49.804 457 $1,918,698 $70,938
2010 |$304,679,091  /$210,912,167  |$79,958,557 $13,808,367 |
2008 |$301,679,8929  [$156,841,894  |$119256,138 $25,561,897 |
2006 |$68,852 502 837,304,589 |$15,152,326 |$16,305,587 |
2004  |$200.102.202  [$68,716,443 1$100.218,12¢ |$31,167.630 |
2002 |$27.289.285  |$16,588,844 |N/A /810,700,441 J
2000 |$50.796,502 1$33,034,631 NI |$17.781,961 |
1998 [$15,191,107 |$10.266,837 INiA |$4.924,170 B
1888 |$17,884,043 |$10,187,742 [NiA 187,716,301 |
1994 188,538,844 185,219,215 | NIA $4,318.628 |
1992 |$15.635,123 /810,947,342 [NA |$8.687.781 ]
1990 [$7.213.218 |$5.850,524 |N/A /81,562,895 |
“W_Show/hide 1990-2004 cyches !
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Outside Spending by Disclosure, Excluding Party Committees

Donor Disclosare Analysis of Outside Spending 1090 - 2010
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Feel free to distribute or cite this material, but please cradit the Center for Responsive Politics. For permission to reprint for commercial uses, such as textbooks, contact the Center.

The Center for Responsive Politics
Except for the BﬂQMng_Dm[ section, content on th;s slte is llcensed under a
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OpenSecrets.org is your nonpartisan guide to money's influence on U.S. elections and public policy. Whether you're a voter, journalist, activist, student or
interested citizen, use our free site to shine fight on your government.

Count Cash & Make Change.
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