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Bail set at $50,000 for man accused of beating girl
ARRAIGNED: Syvinski still in jail; third-party observation required.

By CASEY GROVE
casey.grove@adn.com

(06/11/11 21:15:27)

A man accused of punching a 7-year-old girl multiple times in the head Sunday in Midtown
remained in jail after his arraignment Friday in Anchorage Jail Court.

A judge set bail for Byron Syvinskf at$50,000 and required that he be under 24-hour observation
by a court-approved thif

Syvinski, 32, faces one count each of third- and fourth-degree assault and one count of first-
degree robbery. He did not enter a plea Friday, and Judge Catherine Easter assigned his case to a
public defender.

Easter also ordered Syvinski not to return to the Eide Street neighborhood where police and
witnesses say he attacked two of his neighbors, including young Am-Marie Martin.

Police wrote in court papers that Syvinski -- who stands 6 feet tall and weighs 240 pounds -- first
tried to take a bag from & neighborhood boy, then punched the boy's father when he intervened.
Police said the boy hit Syvinski with a metal pole, but that didn't stop him.

Syvinski then walked down the street and ordered Martin to get off her bike, police said. When she
didn't, he punched her once, then twice more after she fell to the ground, police said.

Neighbors surrounded Syvinski, who police say was acting delirious when two officers arrived and
arrested him. Syvinski had a cast on his broken left arm and the arm was infected, police said. He
was taken to a hospital after the incident.

Officers arrested Syvinski on Thursday after he was released from the hospital.

Martin was still at Providence Alaska Medical Center on Friday for continued treatment, said her
mother, Andrea Dunwoody, just after the arraignment. The girl suffered a concussion and brain
hemorrhage from Syvinski's pounding, police said.

Martin wasn't eating solid food and depended on an intravenous line for nutrients, Dunwoody said.

"She's traumatized. She's depressed. She's angry. She's upset. All of the above," Dunwoody told
reporters outside the jail. "He took away my daughter. She's not the same."

The girl has refused to allow male nurses into her hospital room and she also didn't trust the male
doctor treating her, Dunwoody said.

"She wants to know why she's there. I can't tell her," Dunwoody said.

still, small gifts and letters -- some from complete strangers -- had raised Am-Marie's spirits, her
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mother said.

In the meantime, Dunwoody is wondering why Syvinski was loose on Anchorage's streets the day
of the attack.

Syvinski had called police four times seeking help the day before the attacks, police said. He was
taken into protective custody -- either to jail or a hospital but police won't say -- and was back out
by Sunday afternoon, when the violence began.

His criminal record, which includes previous assaults and a felony gun theft conviction, indicates
repeated drug use, according to court records.

Dunwoody said the Alaska justice system failed to address Syvinski's many problems:

"He should've gotten the help he asked for," she said.

Reach Casey Grove at casey.grove@adn.com or 257-4589.
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Syvinski can't move to halfway house
RULING: Man accused of hitting girl says he was beaten in jail.

By CASEY GROVE
casey.grove@adn.com

(08/13/11 21:53:47)

Alaska State Troopers are investigating the reported jailhouse beating of an Anchorage man
accused of punching a young girl in June. But a judge on Friday denied Byron Syvinski's
subsequent request to be moved from the jail to a halfway house, saying the 32-year-old remains
a danger to the community.

Syvinski is accused of attacking several neighbors, including a 7-year-old girl he allegedly punched
in the head multiple times while trying to steal her bike.. - . :

Through his court-appointed attorney, Jeff Robinson, Syvinski had sought lowered bail and release
to a halfway house because of a beating that left his face bruised and re-injured his previously
broken arm, Robinson told Anchorage District Court Judge Patrick Hanley.

Troopers are investigating the alleged July 31 attack on Syvinski by another inmate or inmates at
the Anchorage jail, a troopers spokeswoman said.

Syvinski appeared in court for the Friday bail hearing with bruises under his eyes and his left arm
in a cast and sling. He's charged with robbery and multiple assault counts for the alleged June 5
attack on his Eide Street neighbors.

Police wrote in court papers that Syvinski was acting delirious when he approached a neighborhood
teenager and tried to snatch the boy's bag. Syvinski punched the boy's father in the face before
the boy struck Syvinski with a pole, police said.

Syvinski walked down the street to where Am-Marie Martin -- who turned 8 Friday, her mother said
-- was on her bike in her driveway, police said. Syvinski ordered the girl off the bike and when she
didn't move, he punched her, knocking her to the pavement, police said.

Witnesses told police that Syvinski punched the girl twice more while she was on the ground.

Martin was taken to a hospital with severe head injuries. Syvinski also was taken to a hospital for
an infected arm. Police arrested him five days later.

In court Friday, Robinson told Hanley that Syvinski spent some time separated from other inmates
for additional medical treatment. It was shortly after Syvinski's release from medical segregation
that he was attacked, Robinson said.

"The decision to release him to general population is frightening,” Robinson told the judge. "We live
in a civilized society; we don't believe in vigilante justice."

Robinson showed Hanley and Assistant District Attorney Brittany Dunlop pictures of Syvinski's
injuries taken days after the beating. The photos showed Syvinski's swollen lips and dark bruises




adn.com | Syvinski can't move to halfway house , Page 2 of 2

on his body.

"We have no reason to think the (Department of Corrections) can't protect Mr. Syvinski," Dunlop
said.

Halfway houses have less security than jails, which could make it easier for Syvinski to escape, the
prosecutor argued. That would allow Syvinski -- whose criminal record indicates repeated drug
abuse dating back to 1999 -- to possibly get high and attack someone again, she said.

Martin's mother, Andrea Dunwoody, told the judge that Syvinski belonged in jail, not a halfway '
house. Dunwoody also addressed Syvinski directly.

"Just imagine what my daughter felt when you pounded her head into the ground;" shetold him:
Dunwoody glared at Syvinski, who looked to the floor. '

In the end, Hanley agreed with the prosecutor, saying that Syvinski posed a threat to the
community and a halfway house did not provide the necessary level of security.

Dunwoody told reporters outside the courtroom that her daughter still suffers from headaches and
dizziness but that she is ready for the school year to start.

Dunwoody said she doesn't have much sympathy for Syvinski.

"Like it or not, he's going to get justice injail," she said. "I don't feel bad that he's got black eyes."

Reach Casey Grove at casey.grove@adn.com or 257-4589.
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Ex-officer arrested again on child porn charge

Anchorage Daily News
(01/10/08 12:25:40)

A former Anchorage police_officer, already_convicted_once of possessing child pornography, has

been arrested and charged again.

Bryan Herrera, 44, was charged last month with violating the terms of his probation for having
downloaded and stored thousands of child porn images in his computer, according to police
spokeswoman Marlene Lammers.

On Wednesday, the Anchorage Police Department's Cyber Crimes Unit detectives re-arrested
Herrera on a new charge of child porn possession. He is being held on that charge in lieu of
$30,000 bail, Lammers said.

A 12-year veteran at the time, Herrera was charged in October 2005 with collecting images of
young children having sex with each other and with adults.He was also accused of setting up a
remote-controlied camera in his home so he could tape a teenage girl undressing.

In a plea agreement with the district attorney's office, Herrera pleaded no contest to two counts
and was sentenced to serve up to two years in prison. He was released on probation after serving
his time. A condition of his release was that he not have a computer with an Internet connection.

In June, probation officers told police they had seized Herrera's laptop and believed he had

downloaded and stored child porn on it. Police forensics computer examiners verified the
accusation and on Dec. 10 probation officers arrested him, according to Lammers.
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Murder parolee uestioned in woman's slaying
Man ha ard work for woman found dead in her home.

By JAMES HALPIN and MEGAN HOLLAND
Anchorage Daily News -

(06/25/09 22:06:21)

him a "person of interest." Orcutt was found dead in her home in the 5100 block of Cambridge Way
on Tuesday.

International Airport Road just before 8:30 P.m. and found Wahl in the men’'s room, police
spokeswoman Anita Shell said.

"Patrons at the bar recognized him," Shell said, "He was taken into Custody without incident,"
Police say Wahl, 45, was doing yard work for Orcutt on Friday, the last day she was seen alive.

Wahl had been arrested Six times, and released Six times, since.2005 for parole violations
stemming from the 1983 murder and was currently wanted on a seventh charge.

Investigators say they have learned of no connection between Wahl and Elisa Orcutt, 47, beyond
his doing work at her home.

Orcutt's body was found in her home in the 5100 block of Cambridge Way just before 10 a.m.

Tuesday, less than two hours after she missed a court appearance for a divorce that was finalized
in her absence.

"We accounted for all the other neighbors as far as talking to them," Markiewicz said. "He had a

" place pretty close to the victim's place. Actually, from where he was staying he could see the

victim's house," Neighbors say Wah| moved into a small, white pickup camper sitting on pallets in a

work for the people whose property he was on and other neighbors and landed some work at the
Orcutt home last Friday, according to police.

Elisa Orcutt was Supposed to meet with her lawyer, Jody Brion, on Saturday in preparation for the
divorce trial this week, but didn't show, according to a memorandum Brion filed in court. Brion
called her repeatedly over the weekend but didn't reach her. :
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"Counsel believes that she is very stressed out with the prospect of the trial," Brion wrote in court
papers. : : -

About 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, everyone but Orcutt showed up at the courthouse for a hearing. The
divorce was granted despite her absence. According to court documents, both Orcutt and her
husband suffered from physical and mental impairments. They had no children.

Douglas Orcutt, 56, spent a career working for Alaska Airlines but left his work after being
iagnosed with the early onset of Alzheimer's disease, court records say. He moved to Washington
in September and filed for divorce in November, citing "irremediable differences"” caused by "an
incompatibility of temperament existing between the parties." Records say he was in town for the

hearing this week.

"Elisa has been through a lot of stuff," said Pete Johnson, husband of her sister. "She didn't
deserve this." If they know a motive for the slaying, police won't say what it is, They have been

information.

"There was some trauma that caused her death," Markiewicz said. "The nature of the injuries is
such that we concluded it must be the result of a homicide."

Wahl was convicted of first~degree murder for the stabbing death of Edward "Larry" Delany, a 40-
year-old junior high schoo] counselor. Authorities said Wahl stabbed him with g knife about 40
times in his apartment the day after they hooked up for a sexual encounter in 1983, He was
sentenced in 1985 to serve 45 years,

Conditions of Wahi's parole were standard, including requirements that he: maintain employment
training or treatment; notify his parole officer of a change in residence; possess no firearms; stay
away from drugs and alcohol; not leave Anchorage beyond a 50-mile radius without informing his
parole officer; not contact the victim's family,
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like traffic stops, troopers spokeswoman Megan Peters said., Various factors affect who is actively
sought, including the severity of the crime and whether there is information on the person's
location, she sajd.

Troopers have about 9,300 active arrest warrants, she said. Asked how Wahl's warrant would be
prioritized, Peters said, "It goes back to what resources you have available, if you know where
somebody is."

Kennith Wahl's time behind bars

Jan. 19, 1983: Arrested for murder,

Nov. 20, .198_5_:-S,en.tenced—to—45~years.

Sept. 6, 2005: Back in jail for a parole/probation violation,
March 15, 2006: Released.

May 17, 2006: Back in jail for a parole/probation violation,
June 16, 2008: Released.

July 6, 2008: Back in jail fora parole/probation violation,

July 22, 2008: Released,

Sept. 23, 2008: Back in jail for a parole/probation violation,
Dec. 3, 2008: Released,

Jan. 12, 2009: Begins mandatory six months at a halfway house.

April 9, 2009: Doesn't show up to halfway house, Felony arrest warrant later issued.Kenneth
Wahl's time behind bars

Print Page Close Window

Copyright © Thu Aug 11 15:03:14 UTC-0800 20111900 The Anchorage Daily News (www.adn.com)

‘>%.J',\&E\L/,/T'lrxfrur,r,n,nqv\,AA1M‘/Qv0C\Q,/OC,/D,l'717~—'—-—— -




- Crime Scene : Four charged in armed robbery spree | adn.com

Help

Anchorage Daily News

ndn.com

Page 1 of 3

ALASKA'S NEWSPAPER

Web search powered by YAHOO! SEARCH

adn.com

News Sports Outdoors Features Money

Entertainment  Opinion

Blogs  Photos

Home | Alaska Newsreader | Obituaries | Archives

TV Listings | Movies | Music | Restaurants | Submit Event

Four charged in armed
robbery spree

Posted by crimeblog
Posted: July 29, 2011 - 3:52 pm

From Kyle Hopkins in Anchorage --

A four-man stickup crew has been indicted following a string of
gunpoint robberies earlier this year in northeast Anchorage,
prosecutors say.

Wearing black masks and gloves, the group held shotguns
inches from the face of a Mountain View cigarette shop owner
during a holdup in January, police say. The men are accused of
blasting a shotgun round through the window of a Bragaw
Street convenience store during a March robbery and robbing
a cabbie and his passenger in April.

Assistant District Attorney James Fayette outlined the
accusations today in this prosecution bail memo.

An Anchora nsl jury on Wednesday indicted:

" Aaron Aasa, 26. . OW
' o\
onald E. Thompson Jr., 18. o7 pr I;oc.rw..'

-- Brothers Eric Vaifanua, 18, and Faamanu “Junior” Vaifanua,
21.

They are charged with robbing a cigarette shop called Smoke
King in north Mountain View on Jan. 20, holding the
shopkeeper and his son at gunpoint, prosecutors say. A
security camera taped the invasion:

Crime Scene

This is a blog dedicated to the general topic
of crime and crime prevention in Alaska.
We will post crime-related stories and other
relevant items as we come across them.
The Daily News encourages community
engagement and discussion of issues of
crime and criminal justice. Comments are  —
not edited and will be posted immediately.

We know that stories about crime often
provoke strong reactions, but we insist

that you keep your comments on point,
use good taste and show courtesy

‘toward other writers. Posts that

violate the Terms of Use will be
deleted, and repeat offenders will be
banned from adn.com. When presenting
factual information, take care that it is
accurate and cite and/or link to sources
where appropriate.

Features

Anchorage  reports

. 7 Track APD's latest
crime reports in

% Anchorage, by

* location.




~————— pPhotos-courtesy-of-the-Anchorage-police-department

Crime Scene : Four charged in armed robbery spree | adn.com

Page 2 of 3

‘Recent crime headlines
Fuglvog pleads guilty; deal addendum
sealed 12:54 PM

Former UAF student pleads guilty to
phone harassment 9:31 AM

Woman pleads guilty to fraud

Suspect towing skiff holding corpse is
charged with murder

Anchorage woman pleads in fraud, tax
schemes ’

Two months later, three of the men robbed the Mini Stop
convenience store on Bragaw Street, prosecutors say.

A break in the robbery investigations came April 10, following
the cab-driver robbery. :

The early morning holdup came on North Bunn Street where
the taxi driver's passenger was trying to pay his fare,
prosecutors say. A man with a shotgun had approached the
passenger. Another man, carrying a handgun, walked up to
the cab driver and demanded cash, prosecutors say.

As the men fled, one fired several shots in the air, prosecutors
say. Someone nearby called police to report the sound of shots
fired. The witness saw a black SUV speeding away,
prosecutors say.

Police soon found the black Ford sitting in a car wa_sh in west
Mountain View. In a nearby trash can, police found a Mossberg
12-gauge shotgun, a handgun and white surgical gloves,

Security cameras showed the men pulling the pistol-grip
shotgun from the SUV and stashing it in the trash can,
prosecutors say.
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In the SUV, police found old cartons of “Kool” cigarettes, the same brand that robbers stole from the
Mountain View smoke shop and the Bragaw convenience store, prosecutors say.

Among other evidence linking the men to the robberies, police say that Faamanu Vaifanua was wearing
white tennis shows that matched footprints left in the snow outside the Smoke King store.

The four are accused of robbery, conspiracy to commit robbery and evidence tampering. Faamanu
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Vaifanua and Thompson were scheduled to appear in court today. Eric Vaifanua and Aaron Aasa were

arraigned yesterday.
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Size
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1.6 MB

To leave a comment use the form below

Comments

NEW STORY COMMENTS: Learn about our upgrade | Create an avatar in the new system »

By submitting your comment, you are agreeing to adn.com's user agreement.

$79/HR Job -~ 476 Openings

Make $79/hr Working From Home. Requirements:
Computer. As Seen On MSN.
www.selectonlinejobs.com/

Local What Is Mutual Fund

Find What Is Mutual Fund Near You. See Actual
Customer Reviewsl! . .

Local.com

Mortgage Refinance Rates Drop. Refinance to Lower

Rates & Save $1000s.
Refinance.MortgageSavingZone.com

Ads by Yahoo!

Read the adn.com updated privacy policy | A Important warning about e-mails purporting
® Copyright 2011, The Anchorage Daily News, a subsidiary of The McClatchy C

Contact Us | Newsroom Contacts | Communication Forms | Subscriptions | Advertising |

Daily News Jobs | RSS Feeds | [E3] My ¥astack |

Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | About our ads | Copyright

| ADN Store | Newspapers in




