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I've prepared the enclosed draft bill, based on language from Texas, as asked. The draft
defines "gravity knife" separately in order to distinguish gravity knives from
switchblades and because "gravity knife" is in the same sentence as "switchblade" in the
only two places (AS 11.61.210 and 11.61.220) where "switchblade" appears in the
Alaska Statutes. [ also modified the language you provided, slightly, for reasons of
drafting style.

In two Alaska cases, the Alaska Supreme Court has considered how to define "gravity
knife" and "switchblade" in the absence of a statutory definition. The court upheld a
weapons crime conviction in one case, finding that the term "gravity knife" is not
improperly vague but has a readily ascertainable and consistent definition. According to
the Court, in that case, a gravity knife is one in which the blade opens, falls into place, or
is ejected into position by the force of gravity or by centrifugal force. State v. Weaver,
736 P.2d 781 (Alaska Ct. App. 1987). A few years later, the Court affirmed a lower
court's dismissal of a weapons charge, reasoning that butterfly knives and balisong knives
do not fit within the common definition of "gravity knife." State v. Strange, 785 P.2d
563 (Alaska Ct. App. 1990). I've enclosed a copy of State v. Strange to this memo
because the court's discussion of various knives and their definitions might be of use.

If I may be of further assistance, please advise.
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