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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO.

2012  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

Current law allows service of process to be made to a person in a correctional facility on the shift supervisor  
where the person is housed.  HB 296 provides a definition of correctional facility for purpose of this law – 
the definition of correctional facility in AS 33.30.901.  The bill also expands that definition by including 
camps, farms, halfway houses, and other placements for the housing of persons under official detention. 
  
Under current law it is escape in the fourth degree (AS 11.56.330) for a person to remove oneself from official 
detention for a misdemeanor.  Escape in the fourth degree is a class A misdemeanor. 
  
Under current law it is escape in the second degree (AS 11.56.310) to remove oneself from a correctional facility 
while under official detention.  Escape in the second degree is a class B felony. The Court of Appeals has recently 
held that a person in a correctional facility in connection  with a misdemeanor could not be found guilty of escape in 
the second degree if the person were held in a facility that did not have locked doors or guards.   
  
HB 296 would provide that a person in a correctional facility that is secure in connection with a misdemeanor 
commits escape in the second degree – a class B felony. The bill defines secure correctional facility as a correctional 
facility that has physical restraints or staff that is charged with preventing escape. 
 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to Department of Law. 
 
 


