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® State Laws Related to Synthetic Cannabinoids
% State Lecislation on Synthetic Cannahbingids Pending on Qctober 5, 2010

Synthetic Cannabingids

Synthetic cannabinoids are chemically engineered substances, similar to THC—the active ingredient in marijuana—that,
when smoked or ingested, can produce a high similar to marijuana. Initially developed for research refated to treatment
of pain and the effects of cannabis on the brain, these subistances have recently become a popular alternative to
marijuana. Whan sprayed onte dried herbg, the substances are marketed under names such as “Spice,” "K2” or "Genig”
and sold legally in local convenience stores or on the Internet.

on humans. As of September 2010, the American Association of Poison Control Centers documented more than 1,300 calls to
noison control centers for symptoms such as racing heartbeat, nausea and elevated bicod pressure following use of
synthetic cannahinold products. Only 14 such calls were received in 2009,

The Euronean Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addictlon cautions that Httle research has been conducted on their effects

State Action

rate lawmakers are acting quickly to curb the growing avaiiabiiity and use of these substances by passing laws to
designate certsin synthetlc cannabinoids as schedule I controlled substances and outlaw their possession or distribution.

RBecause there are at least seven documented categories of synthetic cannabingids, state laws identify specific types or
specific chemical substances commonly found in them.

Synthetic Cannabinoids Listed in Statute
Chemical Substance ag’ggfagfg?e o
1-{2-{4-{morpholinyl)ethyi})-3-(1-naphthoyl) indote TWH-200
1-Bubyl-3-{1-naphthoyl)indole JWH-G73
1-hexyl-3-{1-naphthoyliindole IWH-019
1-pentyl-3-{1-naphthoylindcle JWH-(O18
1-pentyl-3-{2-methoxyphenyiacetylindoie JWH-250
1-pantyl-3-(4-chioro-1-nanhthoyindole JWH-298
2-[{1R,38)-3-hydroxycyclohexyi]-5-{2-methyloctan-2-yliphenoh) CP 47, 487 and
nomologuas
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(Z-methyl- 1 -propyl-1 H-indoi-3-y!)- L-naphthalenyl-methanone JWH-015

(6aR,10aR}-9-(hydroxymethyly-8,6-dimethyl-3-(Z-rethyloctan-2-yl)-6a,7,10,10a- HU-210
tatrahydrobenzofcl chromen-1-6l)

Dexanabino . HU-211

Dexanabinol, (8a8,10a%)-9-(hydroxymethyl}-6,6-dimethyl-3-(Z-methyloctan-2-yl)-6a,7,10,108 HU-Z211
-tetrahydrobenzolcichromen-L-ol

Feaderal Action

As of September 2010, the Federal Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) identified five “spice cannahinplds™—CP 47, 457
and homologues; HU-210; HU-211; JWH-018; and JWH-073-—as drugs of concern, Except for HU-210, no synthetic
cannabinoids currently are controtied under the federal Controlled Substances Act. The DBA also reports that, except for
HU-210, no studias have baen conducted on the effects of these drugs on humans.
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State Legislation on Synthetic Cannabinoids
Pending on October 5, 2010

2010 PENDING LEGISIATION

New Jersey AB 2644
Adds the synthetic cannabineids HU-210, JWE-018 and TWH-073 1o the list of controlled subsrances as
schedule 1 drugs.

New York 5B 7081

Defines synthetic cannabinoid o include CP 47, 497, HU-210; HU-211; JWH-018; and JWH-073.
Prohibits sale or distribution of any product containing a synthetic cannabinoid, Establishes a defense for
FDA-approved over-the-counter drugs or lack of knowledge that the product contained a synthetic

cannabinoid.

New York AB 10439
Adds HU-210, JWEH-018, JTWH-073 and the components of synthetic ecstasy 1-(3-{trifluoromethylphenyl]}
piperazine (trade name: TEMPP} to the list of schedule I controlled substances.

New York AB 11216

Prohibits sale or distribution of any product containing 2 synthetic cannabineld; defines the chemical
compounds that constitute a synthetic cannabinoid; imposes a civil penalty of not more than $1,000 for a
violation thereof; creates defenscs based on over-the-counter drugs approved by the Food and Drug
Administration or lack of knowledge that the product contained a synthetic cannabinoid.

Ohic 5B 275
Adds JWH-018 and JWH-073 1o the list of schedule T controlied substances,

Ohio HB 544

Adds synthetic cannabinoids commeonly known as K2 or Spice to the list of Schedule I controlled substances;
nrohibits the possession of Spice; prohibies trafficking in Spice; provides that, if Spice is the drug involved in a
viclation of the offense of corrupting another with drugs, the penalty for the violation will be the same as if
marihuana was the drug involved in the oftense.

Pennsylvania HBE 176
Adds CP 47, 497; HU-218; HU-211; TWH-018; and TWH-073 to the list of schedule I consrolled

substances.

NCSL's Criminal Justice Program is in Denver, Colo,, at (303) 364-7700 or ¢i-info@nest.org.
Statures and bills may be edited or summarized; full rext can be retrieved from NCSL's website,



