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FISCAL NOTE #1

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB 216(STA)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

HB 216 sets out to accomplish two objectives.
1. Requires bills to include language that establishes a date when regulations must be implemented;

2. Requires that all proposed regulation changes include descriptions in plain English that is easily understood by the
public, of what the existing regulation does and what the proposed change will do.

Based on the language of the bill, the extent of the fiscal impact cannot be quantified for every agency, but we do
believe the impact would be extensive, and that it would be statewide. With regards to objective 1, fiscal notes for
bills introduced will need to consider the cost associated with the time required to implement regulations.
Depending on the nature and the complexity of the bill, the fiscal impact could include the need for additional staff
or a consultant to assist with implementing the regulations within the time allowed. Departments such as Health &
Social Services, Environmental Conservation, Fish & Game, Commerce Community and Economic Development, and
Natural Resources have historically had more complex legislation than other departments and as such, could be
impacted to a higher degree. Quantifying this impact is not possible.

The second objective of this bill will raise the amount departments need to pay for public notices as they would be
required to print a summary of the existing regulation as well as a summary of the proposed change. This will need
to be written in clear, easily readable language that can be understood by those without a legal background. The
additional amount of information that will need to be written will have a fiscal impact, and the cost of framing the
regulation without legal language could also have an immediate fiscal impact and a long term fiscal impact if the
language needs legal interpretation in the future.
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