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Alaska’s Ban on Texting, and Other Typing and Reading Words on Video Screens.

In December of 2011 one court ruled that Alaska’s current law, which bans looking at video
screens and increases the criminal penalties for injuries when they are caused by that conduct,
was not worded clearly. Other courts have indicated they may rule similarly. The ruling stated
that the current law did not bar texting while driving a moving vehicle.

This bi-partisan legislation reestablishes what the 2008 Legislature intended — that typing or
reading messages on a video screen is covered by Alaska law as criminal conduct. It is widely
recognized that texting while driving a vehicle can kill or severely injure innocent people, as well
as the driver. This bill is crafted to remain consistent with the existing legislation. It exempts
certain emergency uses and mapping devices, and simply adds that the law passed in 2008
banning using video screens in a moving vehicle also includes a ban on typing or reading on a
computer, cell phone, or other video or computer screen in a moving vehicle. The language is
written so that similar activities on social media sites will be covered, and prohibited while
people are driving a vehicle.

The bill recognizes that other legislators have filed legislation on a separate subject — talking on
and dialing cell phones while driving. Alaska currently has no per se ban on that activity. This
bill does not address that issue at all. It leaves the debate on that subject for the bills on that
subject that have been filed. The bill is simply aimed at clarifying the law passed in 2008 so that
activity such as texting or reading texts is banned.
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