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January 13, 2012

Senator Bert Stedman
Senator Lyman Hoffman
Senate Finance Committee
State Capitol, Juneau AK 99801-1182

Re: SB 86

Dear Senators:

I am writing to voice my strong support for Senate Bill 86. I can tell you from firsthand
experience how urgently our state needs the strengthened protections this bill offers for
vulnerable adults.

The Long Term Care Ombudsman is authorized under AS 47.62 and AS 47.24 to investigate and
resolve complaints made by or on behalf of older Alaskans in long term care facilities. In Fiscal
Year 2011, our office received 824 complaints, a 70% increase in complaints as compared to FY
2010. Every week we conduct investigations in facilities all across Alaska, resulting in
substantiations of abuse, neglect, exploitation, or violation of basic human rights.

Most frustrating for us are the cases of financial exploitation. Perpetrators can drain seniors’
assets before the State has time to complete investigations and substantiate wrongdoing. Our
current statutes do not give the State the authority it needs to freeze financial transactions for the
protection of vulnerable seniors. I believe that SB 86 will remedy that problem. No senior should
end up on a Medicaid waiver because his assets were stolen by unscrupulous individuals.

Thank you for giving SB 86 your careful consideration for the good of Alaska’s most vulnerable
citizens.

Sincerely,

Diana Weber, MS
Long Term Care Ombudsman


