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Happy New Year! 

HB 126 went into effect Jan. 
1, 2011. HB 126 allows foster 

care to extend to age 21, and will 
now allow voluntary re-entry into 
foster care for those youth and 
young adults who find they are 
struggling to make it on their own, 
are homeless, or are in need of 
assistance. 

These young adults would not be 
coming into care due to current 
abuse or neglect; they would be 
entering through their own request  
and approval of the court. This is in 
essence what many young people 
have to their advantage when they 
venture out on their own, find it’s 
harder than they thought, and then 
go back to mom and dad for a while. 
HB 126 allows our young folks to 
return to their nest as well if they 
don’t have a supportive or suitable 
one available. 

We recognize that the system too 
often doesn’t adequately prepare 
them to exit due to resources, 
workload, or other limitations, but 
this is a second chance for them. 
We will develop a very different 
relationship with a young adult who 
voluntarily enters and who can leave 
at any time than we will form with 
our current children and families. 

Continued on page 2

Indian Child Welfare (ICW) Corner 

ICWHello everyone:
This article is the 
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By Kathy Ensor
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Background check transition
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CHRISTY’S DESK continued from page 1

Christy
Christy Lawton is Acting Director of the  

Office of Children’s Services.

There are going to be many 
questions and issues that will 
arise due to the fact we’ve never 
done this before and, while we’ve 
anticipated and planned for many 
of them, there will likely be more 
with the unique needs that arise.

All staff need to be cognizant 
of HB 126 so that you can 
be prepared to direct calls 
accordingly or answer basic 
questions should you be asked. 

Criteria for re-entry are: 

�� Is 18 years of age or older, 
but less than 21.

�� Was placed in out-of-home 
care under a court order 
immediately before being 
released from custody.

�� Is in need of out-of-home 
care.

�� Meets with their RIL to sign 
a re-entry agreement that 
outlines specific objectives in 
their transition plan.

�� Will actively participate in 
services designed to promote 
self-sufficiency identified 
by them in partnership with 
OCS. 

�� Is no longer in state custody, 
including those who were 
emancipated prior to age 18.

If a former foster youth calls or 
presents himself or herself at 
your office, you should attempt 
to include from the start the IL 
specialist for your region as well 
as conferencing in Dee Pearson, 
the Social Service Program 
Coordinator in Juneau. Previous 

legal parties such as the GAL and 
youth’s attorney (if they had one) 
should also be contacted as the 
youth will need to provide a written 
statement to the Court about his or 
her desire to return to foster care. 

All youth currently in care should 
be strongly encouraged to consider 
remaining in care for as long as 
possible unless they are achieving 
permanency through traditional 
means: reunification, adoption or 
guardianship. Youth exiting with 
plans to be independent or youth 
being dismissed from care because 
of refusals to stay in placement 
should be repeatedly counseled on 
the options and opportunities that 
can be afforded to them, should 
they stay. It’s a rough world out 
there and we need to be their parent 
in the most responsible, respectful 
manner we can. 

Most importantly, youth need to 
be constantly counseled about 
the importance of permanent 
connections that can support and 
assist them through adulthood. 
While OCS may not formalize a 
permanent home for the youth 
through the courts, all youth 
deserve a place to call home with 
a relative, friend, or other lifelong 
supports.

OCS Policy 3.1.4 outlines the use of 
APPLA as a permanency goal for 
youth in care. APPLA is not a goal 
that any young person in our care 
should be given unless all other 
efforts to create a permanent home 
for the youth have been completely 
exhausted. Permanent connections 
do not require a legal document 
such as an adoption decree, but 

rather, youth need emotional 
permanency with someone who 
they know will be there to support 
them throughout their young 
adulthood. A total of 53 (43 percent) 
IL youth, age 16 and 17 currently 
have APPLA or independent living 
as their permanency goal. This 
represents approximately 43 percent 
of the total IL Youth population age 
16-17. 

APPLA is a vague, undefined goal 
that leads to poor planning and 
youth exiting care without adequate 
supports or ideas of how they will 
live. Contrary to some widespread 
perceptions internal and external 
to OCS, older youth are adoptable! 
Guardianship and adoption provide 
the kind of foundation, relationships 
and support that all young people 
need, and we should make every 
effort (and continued efforts) to see 
that made possible! 

In the coming month there will be 
policies and procedures being 
issued that will give specific clarity 
to how HB 126 will be operational-
ized. Although we aren’t anticipating 
a rush of young adults coming to 
our doors, it is likely that there will 
be a few and possibly some media 
coverage highlighting this significant 
change in the foster care program. 
Please help get these young people 
connected with the IL Specialists 
in your area or with Dee Pearson 
in Juneau by shepherding and 
welcoming them into the agency.


