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Defense secretary, MADD oppose lower drinking age for troops
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Mothers Against Drunk Driving is opposing Alaska state Rep. Bob Lynn's bill that would make it legal for military members under age 21 to drink and smoke. And Defense Secretary Robert Gates told a U.S. House committee in March that he doesn't support lowering the drinking age for people in the services either, reports Fox News. The National Highway Safety Administration also chimed in, telling Fox News that if the bill were passed into law, Alaska would risk losing 10 percent of its annual federal highway funds. 
In other countries, the minimum drinking age for U.S. troops is 18 unless an international treaty, agreement or a local situation determined by a commander sets it higher, according to a Pentagon directive issued in 2009. 
... The feds haven't always had a say in setting the drinking age. During and after the Vietnam war, 29 states lowered their drinking ages below 21 in the face of baby boomers protesting that they should be allowed to drink if they can be forced to risk their lives abroad. 
But after the debate shifted to drunken driving, the federal government intervened. In 1984, Congress passed the National Minimum Drinking Age Act that required all states to raise their legal drinking age to 21 by 1988 or face a 10 percent reduction in federal highway funding. 
For Alaska, that means the state would risk losing nearly $50 million of the state's $495.3 million in 2010 federal highway funds if Lynn's bill passes, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration told FoxNews.com, noting that it doesn't make a difference whether the law is applied to military members only or the general public. 
Gates told a House committee he would be worried about the effect of a lower drinking age on the mental health of troops already under duress. 
"One of the things we're seeing as a result of repeated tours is not just an increase in suicides but an increase in risky behaviors, particularly by young men. And so that would be a concern of mine," Gates said. 
Lynn, an Anchorage Republican, says on his blog he isn't advocating drinking or smoking, but ... 
It's outrageous that a member of our military can be subjected to the horrors of war, but can't legally have a beer or smoke a cigarette. Any soldier who braves military combat and risks their life for our country should be treated like an adult -- in every sense of the word. 
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