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It’'s Time for a Death Detying Strategy:
Support the Pancreatic Cancer Research & Education
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We're Not Making Progress on pancreatic cancer and the consequences are deadly
« Pancreaiic cancer is ong of the deadliest cancers and is one of the few cancers for which survival has not improved
substantially in nearly 40 years. In fact, pancreatic cancer is he only one of the top 10 cancer killers thai stili has a
five-year survival rate in the single digits.’
« THe number of new pancreatic cancer cases and the number of deaths caused by pancreaiic cancer are NCreasing I

— not decreasing. Most alarmingly. the expected number of new pancreatic cancer cases is projecied 10 increase
by 55% between the years 2010 and 2030.°

« 04%, of those diagnosed with pancreatic cancer die within the first tive years because there are no early deiection !

tools or effective treatments for this disease. Given the research discovery timeline. it is unlikely we will have the
tools required to manage 1he significant. projected increase in expected ¢ases unless we 1ake dramalic aclicn NOW.

« The National Gancer institute {(NCH does nol currently have a strategic plan to make progress on this deadly kilier.
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We Need to Step Up the investment in pancreatic cancer research ]

« Gurrently, the NCI allocates just 2% of its $5 billion annual budget for pancreatic cancer research.
« Thera ts no guestion that when researchers are propetly funded, research advances ioliow:
~ While in 2009 NCI funded approximately 8.700 research grants, confracts and intramural regearch projects
across ail forms of cancer, only 471 (approximately 5%) were relevant o pancreatic cancer.”
- Further, NCI cusrently funds significantly fewer pancreatic cancer researchers at any funding tevel compared !
to the other top five cancer killers. tn 2008, only 334 pancreatic cancer researchers were funded, compared
1o 1.5568 breast cancer researchers, 838 prostate cancer researchers, 835 lung cancer researchers and 820
colorecial cancer researchers.”

« 1ess than 2% of the NCI's 2008 awards for eatly-carser and established investigators (K. F and T awards) had ]
relevance 10 pancreatic cancer. Even more iroubling, NCI reduced the tolal funding allocated for these imporiant
awards from their 2008 level’

« Given the lack of funding for pancreatic cancer research, senior scientisis from other areas of biomedical and

cancer research do not have the incentive tc apply their knowledge 1o this disease. |
~ Ouit of the researchers who received NGI unding specifically for pancreatic cancer research, oniy 32 ]

received furding totaling $500,000 or more, a level appropriate for senior scientists. By comparison, this

level of furding was awarded to 240 researchers in breast cancer, 108 in prostate cancer, and 116 i
colorectal cancer. The positive survival rends in these other cancers strengly suggest that these larger

grants are necessary 1o further progress and attract investigators.®

We Need a Unique and Targeted approach to studying this disease

Pancreatic cancer iumors are different than many other tumors. The celiular make-up of the tumors is different and
thergfore, speciglzed research technigues must be applied. i

« Numbers are also an issue. An esiimated 43,140 Americans will be diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in 2010
compared fo 208,080 with breast cancer.’

« Due to the wide geographic dispersion of relatively few pancreatic cancer pailents, few individual medical centers
treal a sufficiem numbers of patients to conduct statistically significant research.

« Furthermore. because few patients qualify for surgery and mosi patients die quickly after diagnosis, scant
pancreatic cancer lissue is avatlable for research. !

= Addiiionally. many patients who might consider participating in clinical frials are 100 sick 1o do 50 or die beiore they
can enroll.

« These are challenges that can be overcome, bul they reguire a concerted effori by NG to develop a SPECING
strategic pian to address these and other challenges in pancreatic cancer research in addition 1o an injfusion of I
targeted research funding.

The Pancroatic Cancer Action Network is a natonwide network of people dedicated to working togeiner 10
advance research, support patients and create hope for those affected by pancrealic cancer.



