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o Righti to expect that information
about one will be shared only on a
need to know basis and only as
necessary to insure that one can
receive coordinated services and
protection.

¢ Right to give informed consent in
accepting services.

« Right to have services delivered in
the least resirictive manner that
meets one’s needs.

» Hight to voluntarily accept or reject
services except where the vulnera-
ble adult lacks decision making
capacity, is unable to consent, or is
incapacitated.

+ Right o receive assistance through
utilizing family and other informal
support systems.

+ Right to all possible alternatives to
formal legal action in the form of
guardianship or conservatorship
except where decision making
capacity is lacking or protection of
the aduilt requires it.

Vuinerable adults have a physical or
mental impairment or condition that
prevents them from protecting themselves
or from seeking help from someone else.

Alaska law defines vulnerable adults to
include adults 18 years of age or older,
not just the elderly.

The harm they suffer may result from
abandonment, abuse, exploitation, neglect
or self-neglect.

ABANDONMENT is the desertion of a
vulnerable adult by a caregiver.

ABUSE is the intentional or reckless non-
accidental non-therapeutic infliction of
pain, injury, or mental distress, or sexual
assault.

EXPLOITATION is the unjust or improper

WHAT IS ADULT PROTECTION?

SERVICES THAT PREVENT OR STOP
HARM FROM OCCURRING TO
VULNERABLE ADULTS
Alaska law requires that protective
services not interfere with the elderly or
disabled adults who are capable of

caring for themselves.

use of another person or their resources
for one’s own benefit.

NEGLECT is the intentional failure of
caregiver to provide essential services.

SELF-NEGLECT is the act or omission by
a vulnerable adult that results, or could
result in the deprivation of essential
services necessary o maintain minimal
mental, emotional, or physical health and
safety.

See Alaska Statute 47.24.016.900
(Amended 1994)

WHAT MUST BE REPORTED?

Any incident in which a vulnerable adult
suffers harm from abandonment,
exploitation, abuse, neglect, or self
neglect. if in doubt, make the report.

MAKE REPORTS TO WHOM?

Reports can be made to the central
reporting number for the Division of
Senior Services within 24 hours at 1-
800-478-9996. Reports can be made to
local law enforcement agencies in the
event that a report cannct be made fo
the Division. Local law enforcement
agencies are mandated to investigate
and take appropriate action to protect
vulnerable aduits.

IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY

Persons who make reports in good faith
are immune from liability and protected
by law from retaliation.

CONFIDENTIALITY OF REPORT

m_xbgm__.._m_m ‘OF SERVICES

Information and Referral
Investigation of Reports
Protective Placement
Guardianship/Conservatorship Counseling

Care Coordination
Training and designation
of local community resources
o provide services.

Investigation reports and reports of the
abandonment, abuse, exploitation,
neglect, or self-neglect of a vulnerable
adult are confidential and are not
subject to public inspection and copying.

investigation reports may be used by
appropriate agencies or individuals
inside and outside the state in connec-
tion with investigations or judicial
proceedings involving the abandonment,
abuse, exploitation, neglect, or self-
neglect of a vulnerable adult.

Individuals who report abandonment,
abuse, exploitation, neglect, or self-
neglect of a wvulnerable adull may
remain anonymous.




