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Testimony of Joseph H. Murray
P.0. Box 39014
Elim, Alaska 99739

Resident of Elim, Alaska

My Name is Joseph H. Murvay and | am a registered voter and a resident of Eim, Alaska. We have an
Early Head Start/Mead Start Program here thet is run by Kawerak Inc.. Kawerak in administering the
program has developed a comprehensive program which involves parents and teachers which help the
children grow mentally, socially, emationally and physically, Kawerak Head Start children are examined
by skilled profussionals for any health problems. Professionals will arrange vision and hearing tests and
any needed immunizatians. Mead Start offers a nutrition assessment ar dental exams as well, Children
with health needs receive follow-up care. Mental, Behavioral health and other services are available for
children and families who wish to recelve them. The Head Start Program at Kawerak Includes gerting
the parents involved In educating their children, child rearing for parents along with many other
resources for the parents.

I have a grand-daughter attending the sarly head start program and my 2 year old grandson should be
attending soon when he gets old enough. | have seen a tremendous amount of new things my grand-
daughter has learned when she started attending this program. She turned 4 years old In December and
is already starting to learn how 10 spell her nama, sha has learned her ABC's and she has already learned
to count to 20. Every time she comes to our house she wants us to read @ book to her, then she starts
to count or say her ABC's. ('think that It is really great that she wants us to raad a book to her insteud of
watching cartoons. My grand-daughter has stated to her mother many times that she wants to go to
schoal when she wakes up in the moming. .If you are looking for ways to create jobs in Alaska, this
program has been a great program, which has created 5 jobs for this community as well as educating
our chikiren at the same time. Education cshould be a high priority for the State of Alaska and this
nation 50 that in educating our children we can and may In the process reduce alcoholism and drug
addiction which has caused aur jails to be full due to poverty and n jobs available, We aiready have a
new head start bullding in place and it would be 3 waste to see it sitting there empty should you cut this
program. | encoursge you ail to think about this pragram and urge you not to cut the early head
start/head start program not only In Elim hut for the whole State of Alaska Head Start Program. Please
don't cut this program. Thank you.


http:Prof.ilion.1a

Mindy ONeall

From: Ellen Wood [ellen.viavant@gmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 9:47 PM

To: Rep. Scott Kawasaki; Rep. David Guttenberg; Rep. Les Gara
Subject: Testimony on the Budget

I strongly oppose lowering taxes on the oil companies. I have not heard or read any evidence that convinces me
that this is necessary to promote a "better business climate" for the oil companies that would lead to "more
jobs." It will simply deplete the state coffers. I am a teacher, and also oppose any bill that will take resources
away from education. [ think bringing in less revenue from oil taxes will, without question, impact the
education we can provide for our students. I am disturbed to learn that the pilot Pre-K program was cut from
the budget. This is shameful; outrageous. We are a relatively wealthy state, compared to many. We CAN
afford to fund programs like a Pre-K that will reap many benefits down the road in the education of children,
especially those from families who aren't able to provide early learning experiences for their children,
experiences that do lead to increased academic success. Thank you all for your efforts to see that this bill
(lowering oil taxes) does not become law. Please keep trying to support the education of our children through
very well-documented beneficial programs like the proposed Pre-K. Thank you!

Ellen Wood
PO BOX 83053
Fairbanks, AK 99708
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Danita Koehler, MD

EMS Medical Director :

Member, Governor’s Council on Emergency Medical Services
Residence: Milepost 1379 Alaska Highway, Dry Creek, AK 99737
Narrative:

“ Co-~chairs-Stoltze; Thomas, Vice Chair Fairclongh and Committee-Members™-

Thank yon for this opportunity. The opinions expressed today are my own.

In light of the historical events taking place and the enormous self-sacrifices common
citizens are making in Arab States throughout Africa, my right to testify before you is
truly a privilege and duty. God Bless America, and thank you for the work you do.

1 am speaking to you on the needs prehospital cmergency medical providers in this state,
and specifically the need to close the gap in funding for the EMS unit of the Department
of Health and Human Services Emergency Programs. Yesterday you received testimony
from Mark Johnson in Juneau regarding the gaps in staffing the State Office EMS unit,

the unfilled staff position of Emergency Programs Chief and funding for EMS programs.

1 am a medical director for EMT’s and paramedics and a member of the Governor’s
Couneil for EMS.

The Institute of Medicine produced a white paper in June of 2006 that included
comments about prehospital EMS being at a ‘cross-roads’ and breaking point. The
National Report Card on the State of Emergency Medicine graded each state on
emergency medical services. The State of Alaska received a D+

Since those two reports, we have close some gaps. You all passed and the Governor
-signed into law, the Trauma Bill. Disaster funding in the Emergency Programs has seen
an increase in its funding.

P, 01/02
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Emergency Programs includes a separate unit calied EMS, This is the Unit responsiblc
for managing ground and air ambulances and the various organizations and people that
work in those areas, We should be married together I suppose: Disaster Preparedness and
EMS, since if you don’t have any first responders or EMTs or paramedics digging people

out of crushed building or extracting them from mangled vehicles then yon don’t really
have a response at all.

This is what I wish to relay to you all today. EMS- is broke in this state.

We arc hanging on—those of us who have served for so many years. Two thirds of our

States EMS providers are volunteers. You can’t get cheaper than that. The problem is 1

similar to the VPSO crisis which you all have worked so bard to improve J911 medical - *°"%
calls go unanswered for perhaps two or three tone-outs before someone responds. Clade. e
There are 8 positions in the EMS office, three of which are unfilled. The open position

for the Chief of the Emergency Programs needs to be prioritized. The Chair of the

Governor’s Council for EMS describes EMS as a turning wheel with the hub being the

state office and the metal that hits the road the various responders that directly take care

of patients. We cannot do our jobs if the hub is broke.

Thank you for your attention this year and in the coming years to the public safety issues
related to EMS.

Dask N kihte ~o

fage %=



MAR-02-2011 WED 04:36 PM FBKS LEGISLATIVE INFO FAX NO. 19074563346 P. 01/01

i ic Testimon Page I of |
Rovse Finance Committee TPulolic Tes 6

Maceh 2, 2ol
I'am in favor of maintaining the FY11 level of funding for Alaska’s Tourism through ATIA. Please
maintain the $9 million in the core program and continue the 30% matching funds. Tourism is an
economic driver in our state that helps many Alaskans and continues to attract more visitors and
businesses to our state. As we embark on a concerted effort to reach the Arts & Culture Traveler, who
spends more, stays longer, extends their visit just to attend an arts & culture event, opening or exhibit,
State support of these partnering efforts with Tourism is critical. Tourism marketing needs your
support. I am opposed to any attempt to unfairly increase the tourism industry’s match requirement.
Tourism is just now recovering from the incredible hit in the recent past. Support our state and this

easy economic driver that realizes so much for our entire state.
Thank you,

Terese Kaptur, Director
Fairbanks Summer Arts Pestival
P.O. Box 82510

Fairbanks, AK 99708

OO0 474 QRO

www.fsaf.org

Mission: To provide to participants highly qualified guest artists who offer multidisciplinary study and
performance opportunities that increase both personal growth and arts appreciation in the community,

httper//iowa lagic ctate ak ne/nwa/Pae=ltem& a=Open&t=IPM Note&id=ReAAAAAqO7qiD... 3/2/2011
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Hello

My experience with Alaska mental heaith has led me to believe there

is no place like it anywhere in the S0 states of America, My family and 1
went around the country trying to find help for my daughter

and had little sccess until we brought her to Petersburg whete

she has made miraculous progress in the state of her birth.

Retuming to Alasks made a big difference but the level of

bher care here is the greater part in her steady recavery. Please find

&1 available resources for the continued funding of this invaluable
service that has made such a difference in our lives.

Thanks,
Jefl Ray
907.772-2030
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Petersburg Legisiative PO Box 1470

Information Office Petersburg, AK 998‘33

State of Petersburg_lio@legis.state.ak.us
Alaska 907.772.37

Legistative Affais A 3741 Fax 772.3779

FAX TRANSMISSION

TO: House Finance
FAX: 907.465.2652
PHONE: 907.465.3732/ Rep Bill Thomas

DATE: 3.2.2011

3 pages to follow this cover. Written Testimony for HB 109: FY12 Mental
Health Budget. Please provide copy to all HFIN Members and enter
these into the Bill record for today’'s Hearing.

Thank you,
/gﬂﬁw/@)% (3

Ellen Rojcewicz
Petersburg LIO
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Hello

My experience with Alaska mental health has led me to believe there

is no place like it anywhere in the 50 states of America. My family and
went around the country trying 10 find help for my daughter

and had little success until wo brought her to Petersburg where

ghe has made miraculous progress in the state of her birth.

Returning to Alagka made a big difference but the level of

her care here is the greater part in her steady recovery. Please find

all available resources for the continued funding of this invaluable
yervice that has made such a difference in our lives.

Thanks,
JefT Ray
907-772-2030
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