
Northern Rail Extension 

Phase 1: Tanana Crossing at Salcha 

 
Purpose: 

 Provide year-round surface transportation to vast military training ranges on the south side of 

the Tanana River 

 First critical step in the overall 80-mile Northern Line Extension project between North Pole and 

Delta Junction, providing freight and passenger transportation alternatives to the Richardson 

Highway 

Statistics: 

 3300-foot bridge (20-165 foot steel spans) will be the longest bridge in the state of Alaska 

 2-mile levee will significantly attenuate frequent flooding in the community of Salcha 

 Largest transportation infrastructure project in the Alaska interior in nearly 30 years 

Funding: 

2008 Military/FRA Grant (exp. 2013)  $ 44 million  

2009 Military/FRA Grant (exp. 2014)  $ 60 million  

2011 State of Alaska Grant  $ 40 million  

Total Available Funding  $ 144 million  

Re-sequenced Cost Estimate  $ 188 million  

Budget Gap/Legislative Request  $ 44 million  

 Construction MUST start this summer or federal funding will be in jeopardy 

 

Next steps before ARRC can proceed: 

 Additional $44.0 million funding secured 

 Obtain the Permits 

 Federal Funding Agencies Approval: 

o Military: approve final plans 

o Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 



 

 



 

 



 



 


