
10 USC § 1481. Recovery, care, and disposition of remains: decedents covered 
 
(a) The Secretary concerned may provide for the recovery, care, and disposition of the remains of the 
following persons:  
 

(1) Any Regular of an armed force under his jurisdiction who dies while on active duty. 
  
(2) A member of a reserve component of an armed force who dies while—  

 
(A) on active duty; 
 
(B) performing inactive-duty training;  
 
(C) performing authorized travel directly to or from active duty or inactive-duty training; 
 
(D) remaining overnight immediately before the commencement of inactive-duty training, 
or remaining overnight, between successive periods of inactive-duty training, at or in the 
vicinity of the site of the inactive-duty training;  
 
(E) hospitalized or undergoing treatment for an injury, illness, or disease incurred or 
aggravated while on active duty or performing inactive-duty training; or  
 
(F) either—  

 
(i) serving on funeral honors duty under section 12503 of this title or section 115 of 
title 32;  
 
(ii) traveling directly to or from the place at which the member is to so serve; or 
  
(iii) remaining overnight at or in the vicinity of that place before so serving, if the 
place is outside reasonable commuting distance from the member’s residence. 

  
[(3) Repealed. Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, title VI, § 604(e)(3)(B), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 
3877.]  
 
(4) Any member of, or applicant for membership in, a reserve officers’ training corps who 
dies while 

  
(A) attending a training camp, 
  
(B) on an authorized practice cruise, 
  
(C) performing authorized travel to or from such a camp or cruise, or  
 
(D) hospitalized or undergoing treatment at the expense of the United States for injury 
incurred, or disease contracted, while attending such a camp, while on such a cruise, or 
while performing that travel. 

  
(5) Any accepted applicant for enlistment in an armed force under his jurisdiction.  
 



(6) Any person who has been discharged from an enlistment in an armed force under his 
jurisdiction while a patient in a United States hospital, and who continues to be such a 
patient until the date of his death. 
  
(7) A person who—  

 
(A) dies as a retired member of an armed force under the Secretary’s jurisdiction during 
a continuous hospitalization of the member as a patient in a United States hospital that 
began while the member was on active duty for a period of more than 30 days; or  
 
(B) is not covered by subparagraph (A) and, while in a retired status by reason of 
eligibility to retire under chapter 61 of this title, dies during a continuous hospitalization of 
the person that began while the person was on active duty as a Regular of an armed 
force under the Secretary’s jurisdiction.  

 
(8) Any military prisoner who dies while in his custody.  
 

 
 


