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To authorize the Administrator of Genera’ Services to convey a iarcel of
real property ii the District of Columbia to provide for the establishmeut
of a Natioiial Womeu’s 1-listory Museum.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

MARCH 30, 2011

Ms. CoLliNs (for herself, Ms. MlicuLsIu, Mrs. BoxER, Mrs. HUTCHISON,

Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. SNows, Ms. LANDRIETJ, Ms. STABFNOW, Ms. CANT
WELL, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. SI-LHEEN, Mrs. GILLIBiD, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. McAKi, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. MERKJEY, Mr. BEGICH, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, and Ms. AYOTTE) introduced the following bill; which was
read twice aud referred to the Committee ou Euviroument aud Public
Works

A BILL
To authorize the Administrator of General Services to convey

a parcel of real property in the District of Columbia

to provide for the establishment of a National Women’s

History Museum.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa

2 tives of the United States ofAmerica in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “National Women’s His-

5 tory Museum Act of 2011”.
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1 SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

2 In this Act, the following definitiois apply:

3 ( 1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘ ‘Admiiis

4 trator’ ‘ means the Administrator of General Serv

5 ices.

6 (2) CERCLA.—The term “CERCLA” means

7 the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Corn-

8 pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C.

9 9601 et seq.).

1 0 (3) COMMITTEES .—The term “Committees”

1 1 means the Committee on Transportation and Infra

12 structure of the House of Representatives and the

13 Committee on Environment and Public Works of the

14 Senate.

15 (4) MUSEUM.—The term “Museum” means the

16 National Women’s History Museum, Inc., a District

17 of Columbia nonprofit corporation exempt from tax-

1 8 ation pursuant to section 501 (c) (3 ) of the Internal

19 Revenue Code of 1986.

20 (5) PROPERTY.—The term “Property” means

21 the property located in the District of Columbia,

22 subject to survey and as determined by the Adminis

23 trator, generally consisting of Squares 325 and 326.

24 The Property is generally bounded by 12th Street,

25 Independence Avenue, C Street, and the James For-

26 restal Building, all in Southwest Washington, Dis
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1 trict of Columbia, and shall include all associated air

2 rights, improvements thereon, and appurtenances

3 thereto.

4 SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY.

5 (a) AUTHORITY To CONVEY.—

6 (1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the requirements

7 of this Act, the Administrator shall convey the Prop-

8 erty to the Museum, on such terms amid conditions

9 as the Administrator considers reasonable arid ap

10 propriate to protect the interests of’ the United

1 1 States and further the purposes of this Act.

12 (2) AGREEMENT.—As soon as practicable, but

1 3 not later than 1 80 days after the date of enactment

14 of this Act, the Administrator shall enter into an

15 agreement with the Museum for the conveyance.

16 (3) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The terms and

17 conditions of the agTeement shall address, among

1 8 other things, mitigation of developmental impacts to

19 existing Federal buildings and structures, security

20 concerns, and operational protocols for development

21 and use of the property.

22 (b) PURCHASE PRICE.—

23 (1) IN GENERAL.—The purchase price for the

24 Property shall be its fair market value based on its

25 highest and best use as determined by an inde
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1 pendent appraisal commissioned by the Adminis

2 trator and paid for by the Museum.

3 (2) SELEcTION OF APPRAISER.—The appraisal

4 shall be performed by an appraiser mutually accept-

5 able to the Administrator and the Museum.

6 (3) TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR APPRAISAL.—

7 (A) Ix GENERAL.—Except as provided by

8 subparagraph (B), the assumptions, scope of

9 work, and other terms and conditions related to

1 0 the appraisal assignment shall be mutually ac

1 1 ceptable to the Administrator and the Museum.

12 (B) REQUIRED TERMS.—The appraisal

1 3 shall assume that the Property does not contain

14 hazardous substances (as defined in section 101

1 5 of CERCLA ( 42 U . S. C . 9 60 1 ) ) which require

1 6 response action (as defined in such section).

17 (c) APPLICATION OF PROCEEDS.—The purchase

1 8 price shall be paid into the Federal Buildings Fund estab

19 lished under section 592 of title 40, United States Code.

20 Upon deposit, the Administrator may expend, in amounts

2 1 specified in authorizations and appropriations Acts, the

22 proceeds from the conveyance for any lawful purpose con-

23 sistent with existing authorities granted to the Adminis

24 trator.
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1 (d) QUIT CLAIM DEED.—The Property shall be eoii

2 veyed pursuait to a quit claim deed.

3 (e) USE RESTRICTTON.—The Property shall be dedi

4 cated for use as a site for a national women’s history mu-

5 seum for the 99-year period begiuning on the date of con

6 veyanee to the Museum.

7 (f) FUNDING RESTRICTION.—No Federal funds shall

8 be made available to the Museum for the purchase of the

9 Property or the design and construction of any facility Ofl

10 the Property.

11 (g) REVERSION.—

12 (1) BASES FOR REVERSION.—The Property

13 shall revert to the United States, at the option of

14 the United States, without any obligation for repay-

V 1 5 ment by the United States of any amount of the

1 6 purchase price for the property, if—

17 (A) the Property is not used as a site for

1 8 a national women’s history niuseum at any time

19 during the 99-year period referred to in sub-

20 section (e); or

21 (B) the Museum has not commenced con-

22 struction of a museum facility on the Property

23 in the 5-year period beginning on the date of

24 enactment of this Act, other than for reasons
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1 beyond the control of the Museum as reason-

2 ably determined by the Administrator.

3 (2) ENFORCEMENT.—The Administrator may

4 perform any acts necessary to enforce the rever

5 sionary rights provided in this section.

6 (3) CUSTODY OF PROPERTY UPON REVER

7 STON.—If the Property reverts to the United States

8 pursuant to this section, such property shall be

9 under the custody and control of the Administrator.

10 (h) CLOSTNG.—The conveyance pursuant to this Act

1 1 shall occur not later than 3 years after the date of enact-

1 2 rnent of this Act. The Administrator may extend that pe

13 nod for such time as is reasonably necessary for the Mu-

14 scum to perform its obligatiois under section 4(a).

1 5 SEC. 4. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS.

16 (a) AUTHORIZATION To CONTRACT FOR ENVIRON-

17 MENTAL RESPONSE ACTI0NS.—The Administrator is au

1 8 thorized to contract with the Museum or an affiliate there-

1 9 of for the performance (on behalf of the Administrator)

20 of response actions on the Property.

21 (b) CREDITING OF RESPONSE C0STS.—Any costs in-

22 curred by the Museum or an affiliate thereof pursuant to

23 subsection (a) shall be credited to the purchase price for

24 the Property.
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1 (c) No EFFECT ON COMPLIANCE WITH ENvIRoN-

2 i’IENTi LAws.—Nothing in this Act, or aiy amendment

3 made by this Act, affects or limits the application of or

4 obligation to comply with any environmental law, including

5 section 120(h) of CERCLA (42 U.S.C. 9620(h)).

6 SEC. 5. INCIDENTAL COSTS.

7 Subject to section 4, the Museum shall bear any and

8 all costs associated with complying with the provisions of

9 this Act, including studies and reports, surveys, relocating

10 tenants, and mitigating impacts to existing Federal build-

1 1 ings and structures resulting directly from the develop-

12 ment of the property by the Museum.

13 SEC. 6. LAND USE APPROVALS.

14 (a) EXISTING AuTH0RITIEs.—Nothing in this Act

1 5 sl’iall be construed as limiting or affecting the authority

16 or responsibilities of the National Capital Planning Com

17 mission or the Commission of Fine Arts.

18 (b) COOPERATION.—

19 (1) ZONING AND LAND USE.—Subject to para

20 graph (2), the Administrator shall reasonably co

21 operate with the Museum with respect to any zoning

22 or other land use matter relating to development of

23 the Property in accordance with this Act. Such co

24 operation shall include consenting to applications by
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1 the Museum for applicable zoiing and permitting

2 with respect to the property.

3 (2) LniITTATIONS.—Tiie Administrator shall not

4 be required to incur any costs with respect to co

5 operation under this subsection and any consent pro-

6 vided under this subsection shall be premised on tlie

7 property being developed and operated in accordance

8 with this Act.

9 SEC. 7. REPORTS.

1 0 Not later than 1 year after the date of enactineiit

1 1 of this Act, and annually thereafter until the end of the

12 5-year period following conveyance of the Property or until

1 3 substantial completion of the museum facility (whicliever

14 is later) , the Museum shall submit annual reports to the

1 5 Administrator and the Committees detailing the develop-

1 6 ment and construction activities of the Museum with re

17 spect to this Act.

0
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To authorize the Administrator of General Services to convey a parcel of
real property in the District of Columbia to provide for the establishment
of a National Women’s History Museum.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MARCH 30, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY (for herself, Ms. MOORE, Mrs. DAvIs of California, Ms. LEE
of California, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. Sci-hKowsKY, Ms. \kTSUI, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Ms. Bss of California, Mr. STARK, Ms. TIERRERA BEUTLER,

Mrs. SChMIDT, Ms. SPE1ER, Mrs. LurviMis, Mrs. ADAMS, Ms. N0R’roN,

Mrs. BicIcnuRN, Ms. BORDiLLJLO, Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, Mrs.
B1GGERT, Mr. JEL\STTNGS of Florida, aud Mr. MoiN) introduced the fol
1oving bill; which was referred to the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure

A BILL
To authorize the Administrator of General Services to convey

a parcel of real property in the District of Columbia

to provide for the establishment of a National Women’s

History Museum.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa

2 tives of the United States ofAmerica in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “National Women’s His-

5 tory Museum Act of 2011”.



2

1 SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

2 In this Act, the fo11owiig definitions apply:

3 ( 1) AmvIINISTRToR.—The term ‘ ‘Adminis

4 trator’ ‘ means the Administrator of General Serv

5 ices.

6 (2) CERCLA.—The term “CERCLA” means

7 the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Corn-

8 pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C.

9 9601 et seq.).

10 (3) Co1MTTTEEs.—The term “Committees”

1 1 means the Committee on Transportation and Infra

1 2 structure of the House of Representatives and the

1 3 Committee on Environment and Public Works of the

14 Senate.

15 (4) MUSEUM.—The term “Museum” means the

1 6 National Women’s History Museum, Inc. , a District

17 of Columbia nonprofit corporation exempt from tax-

1 8 ation pursuant to section 50 1 (c) ( 3 ) of the Internal

19 Revenue Code of 1986.

20 (5) PROPERTY.—The term “Property” means

21 the property located in the District of Columbia,

22 subject to survey and as determined by the Adminis

23 trator, generally consisting of Squares 325 and 326.

24 The Property is generally bounded by 12th Street,

25 Independence Avenue, C Street, and the James For-

26 restal Building, all in Southwest Washington, Dis
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1 trict of Columbia, and shall include all associated air

2 rights, improvements thereon, and appurtenances

3 thereto.

4 SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY.

5 (a) AUTHORITY To CoxviY.—

6 (1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the requirements

7 of this Act, the Administrator shall convey the Prop-

8 erty to the Museum, on such terms and conditions

9 as the Administrator considers reasonable and ap

10 propriate to protect the interests of the United

1 1 States and further the purposes of this Act.

12 (2) AGREEMENT.—As soon as practicable, but

13 not later than 1 80 days after the date of enactment

14 of this Act, the Administrator shall enter into an

15 agreement with the Museum for the conveyance.

16 (3) TERMS AND CONDITTONS.—The terms and

17 conditions of the agreement shall address, among

1 8 other things, mitigation of developmental impacts to

19 existing Federal buildings and structures, security

20 concerns, and operational protocols for development

21 and use of the property.

22 (b) PURCHASE PRICE.—

23 (1) IN GENERAL.—The purchase price for the

24 Property shall be its fair market value based on its

25 highest and best use as determined by an inde
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1 peiident appraisal commissioned by the Adminis

2 trator and paid for by the Museum.

3 (2) SELEcTION OF APPRAISER.—Tlie appraisal

4 shall be performed by an appraiser mutually accept-

5 able to the Administrator and the Museum.

6 (3) TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR APPRAISAL.—

7 (A) Ix GENERAL.—Except as provided by

8 subparagraph (B), the assumptions, scope of

9 work, and other terms and conditions related to

1 0 the appraisal assignment shall be mutually ac

1 1 ceptable to the Administrator and the Museum.

12 (B) REQUIRED TERMS.—Tiie appraisal

13 shall assume that the Property does not contain

14 hazardous substances (as defined in section 101

15 of CERCLA (42 U.S.C. 9601)) which require

16 response action (as defined in such section).

17 (c) APPLICATION OF PROCEEDS.—The purchase

1 8 Irice shall be paid into the Federal Buildings Fund estab

19 lished under section 592 of title 40, United States Code.

20 Upon deposit, the Administrator may expend, in amounts

21 specified in authorizations and appropriations acts, the

22 proceeds from the conveyance for any lawful purpose con-

23 sistent with existing authorities granted to the Adminis

24 trator.

.HR 1269 III



5.

1 (d) QUIT CLAuI IJEED.—The Property shall be coii

2 veyed pursuant to a quit claim deed.

3 (e) USE RESTRICTION.—The Property shall be dedi

4 cated for use as a site for a national women’s history mu-

5 seum for the 99-year period beginning on the date of con-

6 veyance to the Museum.

7 (f) FUNDING RESTRICTION.—No Federal funds shall

8 be made available to the Museum for the purchase of’ the

9 Property or the design and construction of any facility on

10 the Property.

1 1 (g) REVERSION.—

12 (1) BASES FOR REVERSION.—The Property

1 3 shall revert to the United States, at the option of

14 the United States, without any obligation for repay-

1 5 ment by the United States of any amount of the

1 6 purchase price for the property, if—

17 (A) the Property is not used as a site for

1 8 a national women’ s history museum at any time

19 during the 99-year period referred to in sub-

20 section (e); or

21 (B) the Museum has not commenced con-

22 struction of a museum facility on the Property

23 in the 5-year period beginning on the date of

24 enactment of this Act, other than for reasons

•HR 1269 IH
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1 beyond the control of the Museum as reason-

2 ably determined by the Administrator.

3 (2 ) ENFORCEMENT.—The Administrator may

4 perform any acts necessary to enforce the rever

5 sionary rights provided in this section.

6 (3) CUSTODY OF PROPERTY UPON REER

7 STON .—If the Property reverts to the United States

8 pursuant to this section, such property shall be

9 under the custody and control of the Administrator.

1 0 (h) CTOSINo .—The conveyance pursuant to this Act

1 1 shall occur not later than 3 years after the date of enact-

1 2 ment of this Act. The Administrator may extend that pe

13 nod for such time as is reasonably necessary for the Mu-

14 scum to perform its obligations under section 4(a).

1 5 SEC. 4. ENVIRONMENTAL MAV1ERS.

16 (a) AUTHORIZATION To CONTRACT FOR ENVIRON-

17 MENTAL RESPONSE ACTIONS.—The Administrator is au

1 8 thorized to contract with the Museum or an affiliate there-

19 of for the performance (on behalf of the Administrator)

20 of response actions on the Property.

21 (b) CREDITING OF RESPONSE COSTS.—Any costs in-

22 curred by the Museum or an affiliate thereof pursuant to

23 subsection (a) shall be credited to the purchase price for

24 the Property.

•HR 1269 ifi
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1 (c) No EFFECT ON COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRON-

2 \‘IENTAL LAwS.—Nothing in this Act, or any amendment

3 made by this Act, affects or limits the application of or

4 obligation to comply with any environmental law, including

5 section 120(h) of CERCLA (42 US.C. 9620(h)).

6 SEC. 5. INCIDENTAL COSTS.

7 Subject to section 4, the Museum shall bear any and

8 all costs associated with complying with the provisions of

9 this Act, including studies and reports, surveys, relocating

10 tenants, and mitigating impacts to existing Federal build-

1 1 ings and structures resulting directly from the develop-

1 2 ment of the property by the Museum.

13 SEC. 6. LAND USE APPROVALS.

14 (a) EXISTING AuTIIORITIEs.—Nothing in this Act

1 5 shall be construed as limiting or affecting the authority

1 6 or responsibilities of the National Capital Planning Com

17 mission or the Commission of Fine Arts.

18 (b) COOPERATION.—

19 (1) ZONING AND LAND USE.—Subject to para

20 graph (2), the Administrator shall reasonably co

21 operate with the Museum with respect to any zoning

22 or other land use matter relating to development of

23 the Property in accordance with this Act. Such co

24 operation shall include consenting to applications by

•HR 1269 ifi
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1 the Museum for applicable zoning and permittiig

2 with respect to the property.

3 (2) LIMITATTONS.—The Administrator shall not

4 be required to incur any costs with respect to co

5 operation under this subsection and any consent pro-

6 vided under this subsection shall be premised on the

7 property being developed and operated in accordance

8 with this ct.

9 SEC. 7. REPORTS.

10 Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment

1 1 of this Act, and annually thereafter until the end of the

12 5-year period following conveyance of the Property or until

1 3 substantial completion of the museum facility (whichever

14 is later) , the Museum shall submit annual reports to the

15 Administrator and the Committees detailing the develop-

16 ment and construction activities of the Museum with re

17 spect to this Act.

0
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INTRODUCED

121023 16D
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO.91
2 Offered January 1 1, 2012
3 Prefiled January 10, 2012 Z
4 Memorializing the Congress of the United States to support the establishment of a National Women’s

5 History Museum in Washington, D. C.
6

Patron—Comstock
7 0
8 Committee Referral Pending
9

10 WHEREAS, in 1987, Congress declared March to serve as “Women’s History Month” to

11 acknowledge the important role women have played in shaping America; and
12 WHEREAS, although women constitute a majority of the nation’s population, their achievements and

13 contributions are underrepresented in museums and memorials; and
14 WHEREAS, only 10 percent ofthe people identified in a recent survey of 1 8 history textbooks were

15 women; and
16 WHEREAS, in 1 999, The President’s Commission on the Celebration of Women in American History

17 called for a women’s history museum to be established on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.; and

18 WHEREAS, the National Women’s History Museum (NWHM), founded in 1996, is a nonpartisan,

19 nonprofit, educational institution dedicated to preserving, interpreting, and celebrating the diverse historic

20 contributions of women, and integrating the heritage of women fully into this nation’s history; and

21 WHEREAS, the NWHM seeks a site on or close to the National Mall and in close proximity to the

22 White House and U.S. Capitol Building; and
23 WHEREAS, the NWHM has identified federally owned property for sale near the National Mall; and

24 WHEREAS, legislation is currently pending in Congress seeking authorization for the NWHM to be

25 able to purchase this property at fair market value with privately raised funds and no federal funds are

26 being requested for the purchase of this land; and
27 WHEREAS, there are museums dedicated to flight, postage stamps, buildings, and many other

28 important people and issues of interest but not to women, and yet women comprise 5 1 percent of the

29 nation’s population; and
30 WHEREAS, the NWHM will showcase the full history of women in the United States and the

31 contributions they have made and continue to make in the marketplace, arts and sciences, government,

32 entertainment, education, home, and community; and
33 WHEREAS, a coalition of 43 women’s organizations representing eight million women, which

c
includes the National Foundation for Women Legislators, supports the efforts of the NWHM to establish

ci 35 a permanent residence near the National Mall, the most prominent location for museums to be situated
36 in the nation’s capital; now, therefore, be it

37 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the Congress of the United

38 States be urged to support the establishment of a National Women’s History Museum in Washington,

39 D.C.; and, be it
40 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates transmit copies of this resolution

41 to the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the President of the United States Senate,

42 and the members of the Virginia Congressional Delegation so that they may be apprised of the sense of

43 the General Assembly of Virginia in this matter.
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VERSION: Adopted

VERSION OATh: 05/05/2011

South Carolina General Assembly
119th Session, 2011-2012

H. 4183
House Resolution
Adopted by the House on May 5, 2011

A HOUSE RESOLUTION
TO SUPPORT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY MUSEUM IN WASHINGTON, D.

C., IN ORDER TO SECURE A PERMANENT HOME IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL THAT WILL HIGHLIGHT THE
IMPORTANT ROLE WOMEN HAVE PLAYED IN SHAPING THIS GREAT NATION.

Whereas, in 1987, Congress declared March to serve as “Women’s History Month” to acknowledge the
important role women have played in shaping the United States of America; and

Whereas, although women constitute a majority of the nation’s population, their achievements and
contributions are underrepresented in museums and memorials; and

Whereas, only ten percent of the people identified in a recent survey of eighteen history textbooks
were women; and

Whereas, in 1999, The President’s Commission on the Celebration of Women in American History called
for a women’s history museum to be established on “The National Mall” in Washington, D. C.; and

Whereas, the National Women’s History Museum (NWHM), founded in 1996, is a non-partisan, non-
profit, educational institution dedicated to preserving, interpreting, and celebrating the diverse historic
contributions of women, and integrating the heritage of women fully into the nation’s history; and

Whereas, the NWHM seeks a site on or close to the National Mall and in close proximity to the White
House and the United States Capitol Building; and

Whereas, the NWHM has identified a vacant lot that is a federally owned property for sale near the
National Mall, located at 12th Street and Independence Avenue S. W.; and

Whereas, legislation is currently pending in Congress seeking authorization for the NWHM to be able to
purchase this property at fair market value with privately raised funds, and no federal funds are being
requested for the purchase of this land; and

Whereas, there are museums dedicated to flight, postage stamps, buildings, and many other important
people and issues of interest but not to women, yet women comprise fifty-three percent of the nation’s
population; and

Whereas, the NWHM will showcase the full history of women in the United States and the contributions
they have made and continue to make in the marketplace, arts and sciences, government, entertainment,
education, home, and community; and

Whereas, representing eight million women, a coalition of forty women’s organizations which includes
the National Foundation for Women Legislators supports the efforts of the NWHM to establish a permanent
residence near the National Mall, the most prominent location for museums to be situated in the nation’s
capital. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

http://ncsl.statenetcomlsecure/pe/ts.cgi?mode=fetch;textversion=SC2O 1 1 000H4 1 83 20 1 . . . 1/23/2012
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That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, support the
establishment of a National Women’s History Museum in Washington, D. C, in order to secure a
permanent home in the nation’s capital that will highlight the important role women have played in shaping
this great nation.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the members of the South Carolina
Congressional Delegation.

(/jflt 2i2 Szte Nez. i Rcs c;r\
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2012

SENATE RESOLUTION

SUPPORTII’4G THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY MUSEUM
IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

Introduced By: Senators Lanzi, Paiva Weed, Lynch, Crowley, and Sosnowski

Date Introduced: January 17, 2012

Referred To: Recommended for Immediate Consideration

1 WHEREAS, In 1987, Congress declared March as “Women’s History Month” to

2 acknowledge the important role women have played in shaping America; and

3 WHEREAS, Although women constitute a majority of the nation’s population, their

4 achievements and contributions are underrepresented in museums and memorials; and

5 WHEREAS, In a recent survey of eighteen history books, only 10 percent of the people

6 identified were women; and

7 WHEREAS, In 1999, the President’s Commission on the Celebration of Women in

8 American History called for a women’s history museum to be established on the National Mall in

9 Washington, D.C.; and

10 WHEREAS, The National Women’s History Museum (NWHM), founded in 1996, is a

1 1 nonpartisan, nonprofit, educational institution dedicated to preserving, interpreting, and

12 celebrating the diverse historic contributions of women and fully integrating the heritage of

13 women into this nation’s history; and

14 WHEREAS, The NWHM seeks a site on or close to the National Mall and in close

15 proximity to the White House and United States Capitol; and

16 WHEREAS, The NWHM has identified federally-owned property for sale near the

17 National Mall; and

18 WHEREAS, Legislation is currently pending in Congress seeking authorization for the

19 NWHM to be able to purchase this property at fair market value with privately raised funds. No



4 ,

1 federal funds are being requested for the purchase ofthis land; and

2 WHEREAS, There are museums dedicated to flight, postage stamps, buildings, and many

3 other important people and issues, but not to women, and yet women comprise 5 1 percent of the

4 nation’s population; and

5 WHEREAS, The NWHM will showcase the full history of women in the United States

6 and the contributions they have made and continue to make in the marketplace, arts and sciences,

7 government, entertainment, education, home, and community; and

8 WHEREAS, A coalition of 43 women’s organizations representing 8 million women,

9 which includes the National Foundation for Women Legislators (NFWL), supports the efforts of

10 the NWHM to establish a permanent residence on the National Mall, the most prominent location

1 1 for museums to be situated in the nation’s capital; now, therefore, be it

12 RESOLVED, That this Senate of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

13 hereby respectfully urges the esteemed members of the United States House of Representatives

14 and the United States Senate to support the NWHM’s efforts to secure a permanent home on or

15 close to the National Mall for a museum that will highlight the important role women have played

16 in shaping this great nation; and be further

17 RESOLVED, That the Secretary of State be and he hereby is authorized and directed to

18 transmit duly certified copies ofthis resolution to the National Foundation for Women Legislators

19 and the entire Rhode Island Congressional Delegation.
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