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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO.
2012  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

HB 365 establishes a new section in AS 16.05 that directs the Department of Fish & Game to work with the 
Department of Natural Resources to establish a rapid response and management plan for addressing occurrences of 
aquatic invasive species in limited or isolated geographical areas.  
  
This fiscal note covers the costs associated with helping the Department of Fish & Game develop a Rapid Response 
Plan in FY13 and does not cover the costs associated with implementation of that plan.  Not knowing what would be 
required for plan implementation makes it difficult to predict what the cost would be resulting in an indeterminate 
cost for FY14 and beyond. 
  
It is anticipated that in order to help develop the plans, the Division of Agriculture would need a long-term, non-
perm Natural Specialist Range 16, plus mandatory position costs, travel, and computer equipment. It is assumed that 
development of a rapid response and management plan would take up to one year and that some travel would be 
needed in order to coordinate with the Department of Fish & Game.   
  
At this point in time, the only known invasive aquatic plant is Elodea . Elodea can be spread from bodies of water by 
aircraft, which means that this invasive species is not isolated to a single geographic area.  The removal of Elodea 
would be carried out in the following methods: manual removal by divers, suction dredging, or chemical application.  
 
There have been no prior eradication efforts for invasive aquatic plants in Alaska; but there have been some 
estimates done in both the Fairbanks and Anchorage area regions for removal of Elodea.  
Eradication of aquatic plants are multi-year processes. An estimate for removal of Elodea in Sand Lake in Anchorage 
was $210.0 over three years using herbicides. The Fairbanks Soil and Water Conservation District estimated that over 
a 5 year period it would about $322.4 for mechanical control in Chena Slough.  
 
These are examples of potential costs that may be included in a future rapid repsonse or management plan.  
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