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March 19,2012

Representative Paul Seaton, Co-Chair
Representative Eric Feige, Co-Chair
House Resources Committee
Alaska State Legislature
120 4'n St, State Capitol, Room 3

Juneau, AK 99801-I182

RE: Support for HB 365 Regarding Marine Invasive Species

Dear Co-Chairmen Seaton & Feige, and Committee Members,

United Fishermen of Alaska (UFA) is the largest statewide commercial fishing trade
association, representing 37 commercial fishing organizations participating in fisheries
throughout the state and its offshore federal waters. UFA member groups have long been
concemed with the number of marine invasive species that have been identified in Alaska or
have the potential to be introduced here. If rapid response capabilities are not established rn
advance, or if invasives and their transporting vectors are not identified at early stages, they
pose potentially devastating effect on the state's fishery resources and the livelihoods of
fishing fleets.

UFA commends the committee for drawing attention to this issue through sponsorship of HB
365, and we recommend support in the legislature. Thank you for your attention to this issue,
and your support of HB 365.

Sincerelv.-w&+t
Mark Vinsel
Executive Director
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