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Memorandum

Date: February 1, 2010

To: Representative Bill Stoltze, Co-Chairman

       Representative Mike Hawker, Co-Chairman

       House Finance Committee

From: Representative Carl Gatto, Chair

           House Military and Veteran Affairs Committee

Re: Explanation of Changes between HB 70 Original and (CS) for HB 70, Version 26-LS0284\S, Bannister,3/25/09 out of the House Resources Committee
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Section 4 of the original bill created an Alaskan Grown Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program to provide students with free locally grown produce as snacks throughout the school day.  Snacks would have been accompanied by education on nutrition, agricultural stewardship, and environmental issues.  It was removed from the Committee Substitute due to fiscal concerns.
Section 7 of the original bill was also removed due to fiscal concerns.  This section would have created a pilot program in small and rural communities through which the state facilitated the use of locally grown products in area food banks.

Section 6 of the original bill was designed to increase the use of food stamps and WIC cards at local farmers’ markets.  The section was removed at the request of the Department of Health and Social Services since the department was already developing a similar program.
The House Resources Committee passed Conceptual Amendment 1 stating:
Page 6, line 10, following "gardens":                                                                                      
          Insert ", greenhouses"                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                
     Page 6, line 11, following "school garden":                                                                                
          Insert ", greenhouse"                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                
     Page 6, line 11, following "The garden":                                                                                   
          Insert ", greenhouse"                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                
     Page 6, line 14, following "garden":                                                                                       
          Insert ", greenhouse"                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                
     Page 6, line 17, following "garden":                                                                                       
          Insert ", greenhouse"                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                
     Page 6, line 20":                                                                                                          
          Insert a new subsection to read:                                                                                      
       "(d) When a school garden, greenhouse, or farm is                                                                        
      used the excess fruits or vegetables may be sold, if                                                                      
     the revenues are used to support the program." 

Conceptual Amendment 1 inserts an explicit mention of greenhouses into several portions of the bill to guard against any confusion as to their eligibility for the program.  Subsection (d) helps ease any financial strain on other school organizations by allowing school gardens to sell excess products to help fund the program.
Version S of (CS)HB70 deleted page 6, lines 23-24, to avoid constitutional problems concerning dedicated funds.  The new language allows for excess produce to be sold without specifying the use of the funds.  The House Resource Committee suggested that the House Finance Committee might be better suited to consider language that heeded the constitution but ensured that the funds from selling excess fruit remained under local control.
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