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February 16, 2010 g

The Honorable Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair T b
Senate Education Commuittee

Alaska State Capitol, Room 101

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

The Honorable Joe Thomas, Co-Chair
Senate Education Committee o
Alaska State Capitol, Room 514
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: SB 213 (Wielechowski)--Support
Dear Co-Chairs Mever and Thomas:

On behalf of the members of AARP in Alaska, we encourage you and your colleagues on
the Senate Education Committee to support SB 213, authored by Semnator Bill
Wielechowska, and co-sponsored by Senators McGuire, Ellis, Paskvan, Menard, Thomas,
Dawvie, French and Kookesh.

AARP is the world’s largest organization of grandparents. We are concerned about good
nutrition for everyone’s grandchildren.

We have many grandparents wha are raising their grandchildren.

* Asof October, 2007, Alaska had 8,188 children living in grandparent-headed
households (4.3% of all the children in the state).

*  Ofthe children living in households headed by grandparents in Alaska, 5,110 are
living there without either parent present,

* 5,419 grandparents report they are responsible for their grandchildren living with
them (43% are Alaska Natives, 41% are White).

* 67.4% of these grandparents are under age 60. Many of them are still in the
workforce.

¢ 11.5% of these grandparents live below the federal poverty level.

A hewlthy future for Alaska’s children should be something everyone can agree on.

You will see all the statistics about how school breakfasts and lunches improve education
for these children. Their test scores are higher, their cognition is enhanced, and they
make fewer mistakes and work faster. Children who participate in the school nutrition
programs have fewer problems with obesity and school violence even drops. All these
tactors will help grandparents who are raising grandchildren, especially those who are

lennie Chin Hansen, President
HEALTH / FINANCES / CONNECTING / GIVING / ENJOYING William 0. Novelli, Chief Executive Officer
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still in the workforce and leave home before the grandchildren leave for school.
Obviously these programs are even more important for those 11.5% of grandparents
raising grandchildren who are themselves below the poverty level.

Grandparents don’t plan on raising their grandchildren. Circumstances happen to
tam:lies and these grandparents step up to the plate to take care of these kids and keep
them out of the foster care program. $B 213 is one more way that the state can help
support the efforts of these grandparents. They can certainly use it.

AARP requests an “AYE” vote on SB 213.

Shoild you have any questions about our position, please feel free to contact me (586-
3637) or Patrick Luby, AARP Advocacy Director (907-762-3314).

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Marie Darlin, Coordinator

AARP Capital City Task Force
415 Willoughby Avenue, Apt. 506
Juneau, AK 99801

586-3637 (voice)

463-3580 (fax)

CC:  Vice-Chair Bettye Davis
Senator Charlie Huggins
Senator Donald Olson
Senator Gary Stevens
Senator Bill Wielechowski




Y upiit School District
PO Box 511w
Akrchak, Alsha 9955
Phonge 19071 8253600
Pax: ¢9117) §25-365%

RESOLUTION
Supporting for Stute Funding for School Meals
Passed wt Reviomal School Bourd Mectumye Non 19 nm

WHERFEAS The mission of the Alaska Food Coantion 1 AFC) - statewide roup ott 77 o
mont, taith-based, tibal und povernmem CTAmIZEHONS s cvorhing to help teed hangn
Mashans mshew commumnies and steengihen and «oondinate public and private food and
TRITTHOA AS>L00e proyriams in the state, and

WHEREAS Yepia School Distin Ciully wapperts AFC s cHtonts to cnsare hldien sbarg vl
school dav wath o healihy und baranced meai: and

WHERFEAS according 1o datis liom the 2000 Behas roral Risk Factor Survallunce System
PBRESSE 15 o Alashan cinldien expenence fued msecunty, compared wah LA of
Maskan aduits, meanmyg they don't have access o all nmes cnough food for a healthy
ahive lue s probiem is more severe 1n rural Alaska, where nearly one dnld i tour
capenenee Tood misecunity. and

WHEREAS i aificient nutaion puss children at nisk for diness and weakens thesr insnune
shstem. I companson o lood seciire Chibdren, childien Trom food mseeure tanubes wre Yors
more Likely o he in tr or poor healih and have 0% hgher tates of hospriadization. und

WHEREAS the Lok oi adeyuate outnioon sttecis tie cogiitinve amd behavioral development
O Chaldren. Food msecunty s assoviited with Lrade repetion. absentecism, tadiness,
ANVICTY, UZEICSSION. poor arthenmiis scores, psychosocial dystunction and diiheulty wiih
s atera fon among 6 1o 12 vear old cldien. and

WHEREAS fiund secuny pats children in develapment i jeapardy. characienzed by
dlenges with speaking. behavior. .ad movement, imvreasing the hkelthood ol Laer
poblems wuh attention, learmng and socral mteraction Young children living i fow
Acome and Joud inscecure houscholds se mare ikels o e deveiopmentally o rhan
Erldren from food secure households, and

WITEREAS tederal progianms evist (o dssist in providing nutnbon 1o children theoush e
schoaols mosi notsbly ihe National Svhool Lunch Prograry uad the Schuad Breaklast
Program, and

WHEREAS the School Breaktust Program  decreases oo msecuntty an ciidien by
providing fave headthy iwals o week 1 Alaska schools, 1094 4 students gualify fou
frecteduced school mcals over 83000 sudents, of tese, 159 da not attend sohoobs
olfer a breahtast proviam - that's over 7000 missed meals cach duy: und

WHERFAS 104 vut on 306 sCnoods i Ak did not otter the tederal > hows Breakad
Protoam o tne 200N ST Lol war, and



WHEREAS ALskan schools primanly do not offer cak ot programs because s
cconumically feusible. The federal rambursement tor becakiast does not cos er the tivh cout
ol foud and tanspurtation m Alaska,

THEREFORE BE 1T RESOLVED that Yupit Schoul Distnct SUPPOLS i adequiie
financial appropriation from the state 1o strengihen and expand the Schoui Breaktast Progrum
me ALk, >o that breakfast may be avarlable 10 ail children at all schools throughouwt the
stute, mcluding low mcome children and chaddren with food insecunty. No chuld i Aliska
should po wathout becaktast.

ADOPTED ths t9th day of Novembes 2009 at the YSD's Revional Bowd o Fuucahon
meenng held i Tuluksah, Aasha, at which o duly constiated quorum ot Regionad Board
members were present
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Wilhie Kasayulie, Cliarman ~How.ad Diamond, Supenintendent .
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Yakutat School District District Office (907) 784-3317
City & Borough of Yakutat High School (907) 784-3318
429 Forest Hwy. P.O. Box 429 Fax (907) 784-3446
Y akutat, Alaska 99689

YAKUTAT BOARD OF EDUCATION
RESOLUTION
Support for State Funding for School Meals

WHEREAS the mission of the Alaska Food Coalition (AFC) - a statewide group of 80 non-profit, faith-based, tribal and
govemment organizations is working to help feed hungry Alaskans in their communities and strengthen and coordinate public and
private food and nutrition assistance programs in the state; and

WHEREAS the Yakutst School District supports AFC's efforts to ensure children start each school day with a healthy and
balanced meal; and

WHEREAS sccording to data from the 2006 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), 15% of Alaskan children
experienced food insecurity, compared with 11% of Alaskan adults, meaning they don't have access at all times to enough food for
a healthy active life; this problem is more severe in rural Alaska, where nearly one child in four experienced food insecurity; and

WHEREAS insufficient nutrition puts children at risk for illness and weakens their immune system. In comparison to food secure
children, children from food insecure families are 90% more likely to be in fair or poor health and have 30% higher rates of
hospitalization; and

WHEREAS the lack of adequate nutrition affects the cognitive and behavioral development of children, Food insecurity is
associated with grade repetition, absenteeism, tard iness, anxiety, aggression, poor mathematics scores, psychosocial dysfunction and
difficulty with social interaction among 6 to 12 year old children; and

WHEREAS food insecurity puts children in development in jeopardy, characterized by challenges with speaking, behavior, and
movement, increasing the likelihood of later problems with sttention, learning, and social interaction. Young children living in low
income and food insecure households are more likely to be developmentally at risk than children from food secure households; and

WHEREAS federal programs exist to assist in providing nutrition to children through the schools, most notably the National
School Lunch Program and the School Break fast Program; and

WHEREAS the School Breakfast Program decreases food insecurity in children by providing five healthy meals a week in Alaska
schools. 40% of students qualify for free/reduced schools meals, over 45,000 students, of these, 15% do not attend schools that
offer a breakfast program - that's over 7,000 missed meals each day; and

WHEREAS 104 out of 406 schools in 46 districts in Alaska did not offer the federal School Breakfast Program in the 2008-2009
school year; and

WHEREAS Alaskan schools primarily do not offer breakfast programs because it is not economically feasible. The federal
reimbursement for breakfast does not cover the high costs of food and transportation in Alaska;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Yakutat School District supports an adequate financial appropriation from the state to
strengthen and expand the School Breakfast Program in Alaska, so that breakfast may be available to all children at all schools
throughout the state, including low income children and children with food insecurity. No child in Alaska should go without
break fast.

h
Adopted by the Yakutat Board of Education on the !’_‘ day of January, 2010.

.&ﬂ.&ig AR Wﬁg) —

Cecilia C. Ryman, Predidlent /G’nathan Jens erk
Yakutat School Board Yakutat School Board
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RESOLUTION
Support for State Funding for School Meals

WHEREAS the mission of the Alaska Food Coalition (AFC) - a statewide group of 80
non-profit, faith-based, tribal and government organizations is working to help feed
hungry Alaskans in their communities and strengthen and coordinate public and private
food and nutrition assistance programs in the state; and

WHEREAS ” [ upports AFC’s efforts to ensure children
start each school day with a healthy and balanced meal; and

WHEREAS according to data from the 2006 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance
System (BRFSS), 15% of Alaskan children experienced food insecurity, compared with
11% of Alaskan adults, meaning they don't have access at all times to enough food for a
healthy active life; this problem is more severe in rural Alaska, where nearly one child in
four experienced food insecurity; and

WHEREAS insufficient nutrition puts children at risk for illness and weakens their
immune system. In comparison to food secure children, children from food insecure
families are 90% more likely 1o be in fair or paor health and have 30% higher rates of
hospitalization; and

WHEREAS the lack of adequate nutrition affects the cognitive and behavioral
development of children. Food insecurity is associated with grade repetition,
absenteeism, tardiness, anxiety, aggression, poor mathematics scores, psychosocial
dysfunction and difficulty with social interaction among 6 o 12 year old children; and

WHEREAS food insecurity puts children in development in jeopardy, characterized by
challenges with speaking, behavior, and movement; increasing the likelihood of later
problems with attention, learning, and social interaction. Young children living in low
income and food insecure households are more likely to be developmentally at risk than
children from food secure households: and



WHEREAS federal programs exist to assist in providing nutrition to children through the
schools, most notably the National Schoo! Lunch Program and the School Breakfast
Program; and

WHEREAS the Schoo! Breakfast Program decreases food insecurity in children by
providing five healthy meals a week in Alaska schools. 40% of students qualify for
free/reduced schools meals, over 45,000 students, of these, 15% do not attend schools
that offer a breakfast program - that’s over 7,000 missed meals each day; and

WHEREAS 104 out of 406 schools in 46 districts in Alaska did not offer the federal
School Breakfast Program in the 2008-2009 school year; and

WHEREAS Alaskan schools primarily do not offer break fast programs because it is not
economically feasible. The federal reimbursement for breakfast does not cover the high
costs of food and transportation in Alaska:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CEOenity Culvazely o supports an adequate
financial appropriation from the state 1o strengthen and expand the School Breakfast
Program in Alaska, so that break fast may be available to all children at all schools
throughout the state, including low income children and children with food insecurity.

No child in Alaska should go without breakfast. .
ettt Brgtl——
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Petersburg City Schools

= 907.772.4271 P. O. Box 289 Dr. Robert Thomason
Fax 907.772.4719 Petersburg, Alaska 99833-0289 Superintendent

December 21, 2009

Vanessa Salinas

Program Manager

The Alaska Food Coalition
c/o Food Bank of Alaska
2121 Spar Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501-1855

Dear Ms. Salinas:

The Petersburg City School Board at their regular December 15, 2009 meeting passed
Resolution 10-03 (A resolution in support of State Funding for School Meals). Please let
me know if there are additional places | should send a copy to.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Nanew lodersod

Sharon Anderson
District Secretary

enclosure

| Entersburg Schools »l| provide a sape and orderly envaronmens for teaching ond leacaing in an simusphere that -ne auniges continuous
. unprovemens and ~ill advocaie por the aumhas: edweationai appormnies tor sl students ]




Resolution 10-03
A resolution in support of State F unding for School Meals

WHEREAS, the mission of the Alaska Food Coalition (AFC) - a statewide group of 80 non-profit, faith-
based, tribal and government organizations is working to help feed hungry Alaskans in their communities
and strengthen and coordinate public and private food and nutrition assistance programs in the state; and

WHEREAS, Petersburg City Schools Board of Education supports AFC's efforts to ensure children start
each school day with a healthy and balanced meal; and

WHEREAS, according to data from the 2006 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), 15%
of Alaskan children experienced food insecurity, compared with 11% of Alaskan aduits, meaning they
don't have access at all times to enough food for a healthy active life; this problem is more severe in rural
Alaska, where nearly one child in four experlenced food insecurity; and

WHEREAS, insufficient nutrition puts children at risk for iiiness and weakens their immune system. In
comparison lo food secure children, children from food insecure families are 90% more likely to be in fair
or poor health and have 30% higher rates of hospitalization; and

WHEREAS, the lack of adequate nutrition affects the cognitive and behavioral development of children.
Food Insecurity is associated with grade repetition, absenteeism, tardiness, anxisty, aggression, poor
mathematics scores, psychosocial dysfunction and difficuity with social interaction among 6 to 12 year old
chitdren; and

WHEREAS, food insecurity puts children in development in jeopardy, characterized by challenges with
speaking, behavior, and movement; increasing the likelihood of later problems with attention, learning, and
social interaction. Young children living in low income and food insecure households are more likely to be
developmentally at risk than children from food secure households; and

WHEREAS, federal programs exist to assist in providing nutrition to children through the schools, most
notably the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program; and

WHEREAS, the School Breakfast Program decreases food insecurity in children by providing five healthy
meals a week in Alaska schools. 40% of students qualify for free/reduced schoois meais, over 45,000
students, of these, 15% do not attend schools that offer a breakfast program - that's over 7,000 missed
meais each day; and

WHEREAS, 104 out of 406 schoois in 46 districts in Alaska did not offer the federal School Breakfast
Program in the 2008-2009 school year; and

WHEREAS, Alaskan schools primarily do not offer breakfast programs because it is not economically
feasible. The federal reimbursement for breakfast does not cover the high costs of food and transportation
in Alaska,;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this 15 day of December 2009, that the Petersburg City Schoois
Board of Education supports an adequate financial appropriation from the state to strengthen and expand
the School Breakfast Program in Alaska, so that breakfast may be available to all children at all schoois
throughout the state, including low income children and children with food insecurity. No child in Alaska
should go without breakfast.

)
/) % / S .
/ y e '*v-——-—\
J Jay % ( J«c——{/ (e s
Jearf Eliis, Board President Randy Lantiegne, Board Vice President
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P.O. Bex 1418
Petarsburg, AK 99833
Phove 907.772.3636
Fax 987 772 3637

ALASKA

FOOD COALITION

RESOLUTION
Support for State Funding for School Meals
Resolution 2010-1-6

WHEREAS the mission of the Alaska Food Coalition (AFC) - a statewide group of 80
non-profit, faith-based, tribal and government organizations is working to help feed
hungry Alaskans in their communities and strengthen and coordinate public and private
foodmdnuuitionnsismnceprogmmsintheme; and

WHEREAS Petersburg Indian Association supports AFC’s efforts to ensure children
start each school day with a healthy and balanced meal; and

WHEREAS according to data from the 2006 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance
System (BRFSS), 15% of Alaskan children experienced food insecurity, compared with
11% of Alasken adults, meaning they don’t have access at all times to enough food for a
healthy active lifc;dnisproblcmismoreseveminnnlAhsh, where nearly one child in
four experienced food insecurity; and

WHEREAS insufficient nutrition puts children at risk for illness and weakens their
immune system. In comparison to food secure children, children from food insecure
families are 90% more likely to be in fair or poor health and have 30% higher rates of
hospitalization; and

WHEREAS the lack of adequate nutrition affects the cognitive and behavioral
development of children. Food insecurity is associated with grade repetition,
absenteeism, tardiness, anxiety, aggression, poor mathematics scores, psychosocial
dysfunction and difficulty with social interaction among 6 to 12 year old children; and
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WHEREAS food insecurity puts children in development in jeopardy, characterized by
challenges with speaking, behavior, and movement; increasing the likelihood of later
mroblems with atteation, learning, and social interaction. Young children living in low
incorne and food insecure households are more likely to be developmentally at risk than
children from food secure households; and

WHEREAS federal programs exist to assist in providing nutrition to children through the
schools, most notably the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast
Program; and

WHEREAS the School Breakfast Program decreases food insecurity in children by
providing five healthy meals a week in Alaska schools. 40% of students qualify for
free/reduced schools meals, over 45,000 students, of these, 15% do not attend schools
that offer a breakfast program — that’s over 7,000 missed meals each day; and

WHEREAS 104 out of 406 schools in 46 districts in Alaska did not offer the federal
School Breakfast Program in the 2008-2009 school year; and

WHEREAS Alaskan schools primarily do not offer breakfast programs because it is not
economically feasible. The federal reimbursement for breakfast does not cover the high
costs of food and transportation in Alaska;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Petersburg Indian Association supports
an adequate financial appropriation from the state to strengthen and expand the School
Breakfast Program in Alaska, so that breakfast may be available to all children at all
schools throughout the state, including low income children and children with food
insecurity. No child in Alasks should go without breakfast.

CERTIFICATION
We, the undersigned hereby certify that the Petersburg Indian Association’s Tribal
Council is composed of 7 Board members of whom 6 Board members were present at the
meeting held on March 10, 2008 and this resolution was adopted by & vote of 6 Council
Members for and 0 Board members voting against and 0 Board members abstaining |
Council member excused. -
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Tribal Administrator Da .

bf the l;ctersbm'g Indian Association
A
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10-05
RESOLUTION
Support for State Funding for School Meals

WHEREAS the mission of the Alaska Food Coalition (AFC) - a statewide group of 77
non-profit, faith-based, tribal and government organizations is working to help feed
hungry Alaskans in their communities and strengthen and coordinate public and private
food and nutrition assistance programs in the state; and

WHEREAS the Lower Kuskokwim School District supports AFC’s efforts to ensure
children start each school day with a healthy and balanced meal; and

WHEREAS according to data from the 2006 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance
System (BRFSS), 15% of Alaskan children experienced food insecurity, compared with
11% of Alaskan adults, meaning they don’t have access at all times to enough food for a
healthy active life; this problem is more severe in rural Alaska, where nearly one child in
four experienced food insecurity; and

WHEREAS insufficient nutrition puts children at rigk for illness and weakens their
immune system. In comparison to food secure children, children from food insecure
families are 90% more likely to be in fair or poor health and have 30% higher rates of
hospitalization; and

WHEREAS the lack of adequate putrition affects the cognitive and behavioral
development of children. Food insecurity is associated with grade repetition,
absenteeism, tardiness, anxiety, aggression, poor mathematics scores, psychosocial
dysfunction and difficulty with social interaction among 6 to 12 year old children; and

WHEREAS food insecurity puts children in development in jeopardy, characterized by
challenges with speaking, behavior, and movement; increasing the likelihood of later
problems with attention, learning, and social interaction. Young children living in low
income and food insecure households are more likely to be developmentally at risk than
children from food secure households; and

WHEREAS federal programs exist to assist in providing nutrition to children through the
schools, most notably the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast

Program; and



WHEREAS the School Breakfast Program decreases food insecurity in children by
providing five healthy meals a week in Alaska schools. 40% of students qualify for
free/reduced schools meals, over 45 ,000 students, of these, 15% do not attend schools
that offer a breakfast program — that’s over 7,000 missed meals each day; and

WHEREAS 104 out of 406 schools in 46 districts in Alaska did not offer the federal
School Breakfast Program in the 2008-2009 schoo) year:; and

WHEREAS Alaskan schools primarily do not offer breakfast programs because it is not
economically feasible. The federal reimbursement for breakfast does not cover the high
costs of food and transportation in Alaska;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Lower Kuskokwim School District
supports an adequate financial appropriation from the state to strengthen and expand the
School Breakfast Program in Alaska, so that break fast may be available to all children at
all schools throughout the state, including low income children and children with food
insecurity. No child in Alaska should go without break fast.

PASSED THIS 1 1TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2009

el LitsT 2/ fog

Rict}érd Curtis, Board President Da

: m//g(//ﬂ){i

Superintendent of Schools Date

Gary Baldwi



KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
RESOLUTION 09-10-2

SUPPORT FOR STATE FUNDING FOR SCHOOL MEALS

Pursuant to the filing of Senate Bill No. 213, “An Act providing for funding for school lunch and
breakfast”, the Board of Education of the Kenai Peminsula Borough School Dismct at a meeung held at
Soldoma, Alaska on February 1, 2010, proposed the following resolution:

WHEREAS, according to data from the 2006 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System
(BRFSS), 5% of Alaskan children expenienced food insecurity, compared with 11% of Alaskan adults,
meanmng they don't have access st all tmes 1o enough food for a healthy active life; this problem is more
severe in nural Alaska, where nearly one child in four experienced food insecurity: and

WHEREAS, insufficient nutntion puts children at nsk for illness and weakens their immune
system. In comparison to food secure children, children from food msecure families are 90% more likely
10 be in fair or poor health and have 30% higher rates of hospitalizanion; and

WHEREAS, the lack of adequate nurrition affects the cognitive and behavioral development of
children. Food insecurity is associated with grade repetirion, absenteessm. ardiness, anxiery, aggression,
poor mathemnatics scores, psycho-social dysfunction and difficulty with sacial interaction among 6 to 12
year old children; and

WHEREAS, food nsecurity puts children in development in jeopardy, characterized by
chalienges with speaking, behawvior, and movement; increasing the likelihood of later problems with
attention, learning, and social interacuon. Young children hving o low income and food insecure
households are more likely to be developmentally at risk than children from food secure households: and

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Agnculture (USDA) lunch and breakfast programs
exist as the base support for numtion 1o children through the school mea! programs, most notably the
National School Lunch Program and the National School Breakfast Program: and

WHEREAS, the National School Breakfast Program decreases food insecunity in children by
providing five healthy meals a week. In Alaska schools 40% of students quahify for freerreduced school
meals, over 45,000 students; of these, 15% do not attend schools that offer & breakfast program - that’s
spproximately 7,000 missed meals each day; and

WHEREAS, 104 out of 406 schools in 46 dismcts m Alaska did not sponsorioffer the federa!
School Breakfast Program m the 2008-2009 school year; and

WEHEREAS, Alasksn schools primanly do not sponsor Narional Schoal Breakiast Programs
because 11 15 not economically feasible. While USDA funding support per meal for Alaska schoo)
breakfasts if 43% greater than support for school breakfasis in the contguous smares, funding levels are
sull not sufficient for many Alaska school mea) Sponsors o sustain or enhance nutnnon services to
students. and



WHEREAS, 29 states do take responsibility
programs for success in the classroom and

for assisting federally supported school meal
rehef from food secunty:
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, th

adequate financial appropnation from the

at the Kenai Peninsula Borough School Distrct Supports an
Breakfast Program in Alaska, so that scho

state to swengthen and expand the Nauonal School Lunch and

insecunty. No child in Alaska should go without breakfast.

Joe Arness, President

Kenai Peninsula Borough School Dismict
Board of Education

s <« - -
ATTEST: ___:JJ—«({"\ g \;Jd € leae e
Sally Tachick J

Notary Public, State of Alaska

My Commission Exprres 07/25/2013




-y

CE

CORDOVA SCHOOL DISTRICT

PO Box 140 * 100 Fisherman Avence
Cordova, Alaske 99574-0140
(907) 424-3265 * FAX (907) 424-3271

Cardova Jr/Sr High Schaol Mt Eccles Elementary
(907) 424-3266 (907) 424-3265
FAX (907) 424-5215 FAX (907) 424.3117

Resolution #10-06

Alaska Food Coalition
Support for State Funding for School Meals

WHEREAS, the mission of the Alaska Food Coalition (AFC) - a statewide group of B0 non-
profit, faith-based, tribal and government organizations is working to help feed hungry Alaskans in
their communities and strengthen aond coordinate public and private food and nutrition assistance
programs in the state; and

WHEREAS Cordova Schools supports AFC's efforts to ensure children start each school day
with a healthy and balanced meal; and

WHEREAS, according to data from the 2006 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System
(BRFSS), 15% of Alaskon children experienced food insecurity, compared with 11% of Alaskan adults.
meantng they don't have access at all times to enough food for a healthy active Iife; this problem s
more severe in rural Alaska, where nearly one child in four experienced food tnsecurity; and

WHEREAS, insufficient nutrition puts children at risk for illness and weakens their immune
system. In comparison to food secure children, children from food insecure families are 90% more
hkely to be in fair or poor health and have 30% higher rates of hospitalization; and

WHEREAS, the lack of adequate nutrition affects the cognitive and behavioral development of
children. Food insecurity 15 associated with grade repetition, absenteeism. ftardiness, anxiety.
aggression, poor mathematics scores, psychosocial dysfunction and difficulty with social interaction
among 6 to 12 year old children; and

WHEREAS, food insecurity puts children in development in jeopardy, characterized by
challenges with speaking, behavior, and movement: increasing the likelihood of later problems with
attention, learning, and social interaction, Young children Iving in low income and food nsecure
households are more likely to be developmentally at risk than children from food secure households:

and

WHEREAS, federal programs exist to assist in providing nutrition to children through the
schools, most notably the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program: and

WHEREAS, the School Breakfast Program decreases food insecurity in children by providing
five healthy meals a week in Alaska schools. 40% of students qualify for free/reduced schools meals
over 45000 students, of these, 15% do not attend schools that offer o breakfast program - that's

over 7 000 missed mealis each day; and
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CORDOVA SCHOOL DISTRICT

PO Box 140 * 100 Fisherman Avenve
Cordova, Alaska 99%574-0140
(907) 424-3265 " FAX (907) 424-3271

Cordova Jr/Sr High School " Mt Eccles Elementary
(907) 424- 3266 (907) 424-3265
FAX (907) 424-5215 FAX (907) 424-3117

WHEREAS, 104 out of 406 schools in 46 districts in Alaska did not offer the federal School
Breakfast Program in the 2008-2009 school year; and

WHEREAS, Alaskan schools primarily do not offer breakfast programs because 1t 15 not
economically feasible. The federal reimbursement for breakfast does not cover the high costs of food
and fransportation in Alaska;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOVED that the Cordova School District supports an adequate financial
appropriation from the state fo strengthen and expand the School Breakfast Program in Alaska, so
that breakfast may be available to all children at all schobls throughout the state, including low income

children and children with food insecurity. No child in Alaskg :".hopld go without breckfast.
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Chugach School District

Resolution Number 10-02
Support for State Funding for School Meals

WHEREAS the mission of the Alaska Food Coalition (AFC) - a statewide group of 80
non-profit, faith-based, tribal and government organizations is working to help feed
hungry Alaskans in their communities and strengthen and coordinate public and private
food and nutrition assistance programs in the state; and

WHEREAS Chugach School District supports AFC’s efforts to ensure children start
each school day with a healthy and balanced meal; and

WHEREAS according to data from the 2006 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance
System (BRFSS), 15% of Alaskan children experienced food insecurity, compared with
11% of Alaskan adults, meaning they don’t have access at all times to enough food for a
healthy active life; this problem is more severe in rural Alaska, where nearly one child in

four experienced food insecurity; and

WHEREAS insufficient nutrition puts children at risk for illness and weakens their
immune system. In comparison to food secure children, children from food insecure
families are 90% more likely to be in fair or poor health and have 30% higher rates of

hospitalization; and

WHEREAS the lack of adequate nutrition affects the cognitive and behavioral
development of children. Food insecurity is associated with grade repetition,
absenteeism, tardiness, anxiety, aggression, poor mathematics scores, psychosocial
dysfunction and difficulty with social interaction among 6 to 12 year old children; and

WHEREAS food insecurity puts children in development in jeopardy, characterized by
challenges with speaking, behavior, and movement; increasing the likelihood of later

WHEREAS federal programs exist to assist in providing nutrition to children through the
schools, most notably the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast

Program; and

WHEREAS the School Breakfast Program decreases food insecurity in children by
providing five healthy meals a week in Alaska schools, 40% of students qualify for
free/reduced schools meals, over 45,000 students, of these, 15% do not attend schools
that offer a breakfast program — that’s over 7,000 missed meals each day; and



WHEREAS 104 out of 406 schools in 46 districts in Alaska did not offer the federal
School Breakfast Program in the 2008-2009 school year; and

WHEREAS Alaskan schools primarily do not offer breakfast programs because it is not
economically feasible. The federal reimbursement for breakfast does not cover the high
costs of food and transportation in Alaska;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chugach School District supports an
adequate financial appropriation from the state to strengthen and expand the School
Brealkfast Program in Alaska, so that breakfast may be available to all children at all
schools throughout the state, including low income children and children with food
insecurity. No child in Alaska should go without breakfast.

PASSES, APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY THE CHUGACH SCHOOL DISTRICT
OF PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND, AT ANCHORAGE, ALASKA THIS 12th DAY OF

JANUARY 2010

Board Member Approve/Yea Reject/Nea Abstain
Charlene Arneson >
Terry Bender i
Theima Viasoff A
Roselene Viasoff el
Katherine Kompkoff X
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