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COMPASS:Poinsorviw o e commurity
ineeds a better trauma syste

" Alaska is blessed with .
exceptional physicians and ...
quality medical resourcés; bur™*
lack of an'organized trauma

By FRANK SACCO and MARK S, JOHNSON:
©_Alasla is much safer than it was a gen-
. eration ago. From 1980 to 2004, the ininten-",
.+~ tional injury death rate dropped more than;
"~ 50 percent, Without this improverrient, an
"+ additional 300 Alaslkans would have died in':
" | 2004. However, Alaska's 2004 rate rengah}‘ .

30 percent above the national averag
We are all aware of the terrible toll of -5
cancer and cardiovaseulaf diseases, but th

: nis neéd to slator
quality traima edre i important:..
: e Legislature stiould put teoth

ut teeth

nt statute, Success: <

Quiring fraima centsT certific
%':élﬁs?édadiﬁ?ni‘fo' spifal

gfﬁﬁm’é’ﬁs'stem“‘* te
oorditiated effort t deliver the full speg
trur of care o Injired pedple,

ton of EMS systems public

Level I (igheat to Leval 1V (rauraniis
lizatich tacility); There dre adequate the

ability of crifiesl sub-specialis
y, seven.days aweels. ’, = oy
> 4,'Liocal EMS and medic providers .-
-should organize régional trauma systems: i
, and integrate them with the statewide sys: -

ters throughout the state. Because of long
transport tinies, centers of all fevels are es-
ential for improving outcornes. .

' death from injury by as much ‘as 25 percen
- " and are recognized a6 an integral part of

». state’s EMS and disaster response sjystem
: . According to a 2004 Harris poll, most:
- people want a comiprehenstve traums’
- temin their area. Throughout the United
.. States, 83 percent of those surveyed felt
| --trauma system was as essential as having’
. afire department and §0 percent were will- : - :
. ing to pay extra for i, Interestingly, though .+ ans and i rces, but. s “Amedcan Coliegs of Surgeons Committee on Trauma, Mark:
. 75 percent thought there was a trauma 5ys- .- lack'of o i on was chlef of Emergency Medical Services In the

. tem in their state, only eight'states have ful-> that accessto timely, quality care cannotbe Department of Health and Soclal Services from 1978 urtit
». assured, In recent years there have been - _ he retired In 2008, - . . :

nécted, only three of 24 eﬁgﬂ)lehcispitdls

. have successtully comnpleted the verifics-"

on and certification process. (Alaska Na-

tive Medical Center— Level II, Yukon Ku

okwith Reglorial and Norton Sound Re-
“glonal Hospitals' - Level V), i

1" Developing a comprehensive statewide
. trauma gystem, and expanding injury pre-

vention efforts, will make Alaska a safer, -~
healthier placeto live:. " =0 o ©

W D, Frank Sace is ohlef of surgery at the Alaska Nathve . -

. Iy functioning systems and 15 states have
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